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AVSA Information 

FOR CONDUCTING BUSINESS WITHIN YOUR SOCIETY 

FOR ACCURATE SERVICE, SEND YOUR INQUIRIES TO THE CORRECT PERSON. ALWAYS INCLUDE YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS. 


AVSA OFFICE: Amy Carruth, Office Manager, 2375 
North Street, Beaumont, TX 77702, 409-839-4725; FAX 
409-839-4329. Hours: Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 
4:00 p.m. CST. Email <avsa@earthlink.net> 

Send check payable to AVSA for new or renewable member¬ 
ship to AVSA Office, 2375 North Street, Beaumont, TX 
77702; phone 409-839-4725. Remit in U.S. dollars with 
draft or check on a USA bank. See Membership 
Application. Master Card/Visa accepted. 

MEMBERSHIP AND PROMOTION: Send ideas, offers to 
help, requests for assistance to Joyce Stork, 2501 E. 23rd St. 
Fremont, NE 68025. Email <kentsflowers@gmail.com>. 
AFFILIATES: For information on Affiliates or how to 
organize a chapter, write Mel Grice, 2019 Crosswind Ct., 
Englewood, OH 45322. Email <melsgrice@earthlink.net>. 
AVSA SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION: Charles Ramser, 
2413 Martin St., Witchita Falls, TX 78308. Email 
<charles.ramser@mwso.edu> 

COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES AND COMMERCIAL 
SALES & EXHIBITS: Lynn Lombard, 790 Ridgecrest Dr., Colfax, 
CA 95713. For information on convention entries or sales room, 
contact Lynn Lombard, Email <d>'iiriJontari@\\’oddiieLatLnet> 
CONVENTION AWARDS: Jan. issue. Send suggestions or 
contributions for convention awards to Judy Carter, 1825 W. 
Lincoln St., Broken Arrow, OK 74012-8509. Email 
<AVSAawards@windstream.net>. 

CONVENTION PROGRAM: Send special requests for workshop 
programs or interesting speakers to Kathy Lahti, Convention 
Director, 4157 Oliver Ave. N.W., Annandale, MN 55302, Email 
<dahti@lakedalelink.net> If interested in sponsoring a national 
convention in your area, contact Convention Director. 

FUTURE CONVENTION DATES: Kansas City, MO. May 24 
-May 31, 2015. 

JUDGE’S DUPLICATE CARD: Send self-addressed stamped 
envelope to Bill Foster, 3610 Gray Dr., Mesquite, TX 75150. 
JUDGING SCHOOL: To register a judging school, send 
request to Ruth Loomis, Email <ruthloomis@msn.com>. A 
registration fee of $15 is required. 

MASTER VARIETY LIST: 

MVL SUPPLEMENTS: Download from AVSA website, or 
order from AVSA office for $2.00. Orders in writing only. 
Send any correction and/or description of new cultivars 
with hybridizer's name to: Joe Bruns, 1220 Stratford Lane, 
Hanover Park, IL 50130. 

MEMBERSHIP CARDS: Sent to Associate Members. 
Renewing members receive card on white protective cover of 
AVM. 

OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE: AVSA Secretary, Elmer 
Godeny, 8206 S. 43rd St., West Ave, Tulsa, OK 74132. Email 
<ekgprofl@cox.net> 

PLANT REGISTRATION: Joe Bruns, 1220 Stratford Ln., 
Hanover Park, IL 60203-2667. Email <jbruns@qwip.net>. 
RESEARCH: Send suggested projects for scientific research or 
names of interested, qualified, potential research personnel to 
Dr. Jeff Smith, 3014 W. Amherst Rd., Muncie, IN 47304. 


SHOW SCHEDULE APPROVER: For information on 
Shows, AVSA Awards, and Approving Schedules write to: 
Meredith Hall, P. 0. Box 370, Marlin, TX 76661. Email 
<m.hall@reagan.com>. Do not send Show Schedules by 
Email - this"address is for information ONLY. 

NEW PRICES FOR AVSA ROSETTES, EFFECTIVE 
JANUARY 1, 2012: SSA Packet with no rosettes $5.00. 
Orders for rosettes must be specific as to which is needed- 
standard, species, mini-semi, they may be mixed, color and 
size all same price. All rosettes are $5.00 each added to 
price of SSA packet. 

AFRICAN VIOLET MAGAZINE INFORMATION 

MAGAZINE: Copyrighted 2007, The African Violet Society of 
America, Inc., all rights reserved. Reproduction, in whole or in 
pan, in any fonn or by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
without pemiission is prohibited. All articles are property of* 
AVSA and must not be reprinted without Editor’s pemiission. 
AVM EDITOR: Ruth Rumsey, 2375 North Street, Beaumont, 
TX 77702; 409-839-4725; FAX 409-839-4329. Email 
<rrumsey@earthlink.net>. 

ARTICLES BY MEMBERS, COLUMNISTS AND MEMORI¬ 
ALS: Send to Editor. 

Please Note: Deadlines - Articles and Columnists: Jan. 
issue - Oct. 1; Mar. issue - Dec. 1; May issue - Feb. 1; July 
issue - Apr 1; Sept, issue - June 1; Nov. issue - Aug. 1. 
COMING EVENTS: Send to Editor. 

Coming Events Deadlines: - Jan. issue - Nov. 1; Mar. 
issue - Jan. 1; May issue - Mar. 1; July issue - May 1; Sept, 
issue - July 1; Nov. issue - Sept. 1. 

ADVERTISING MANAGER: Advertising rates and informa¬ 
tion: Cindi Nofziger, 1035 Lakewood Dr., Albany, OR 97321. 
Email <ccnofziger@comcast.net> (Ad rates on web site: 
AVSA.org) (541) 926-8116. 

ADVERTISING DEADLINES: Jan/Feb. issue - Nov. 1; 
Mar/Apr. issue - Jan. 1; May/June issue - Mar. 1; July/Aug. issue 
- May 1; Sept./Oct. issue - July 1; Nov./Dec. issue - Sept. 1. 
BACK ISSUES: Complete your set now. Request price list of 
available issues from Beaumont office. Send SASE for list. 
BEST VARIETIES: HONOR ROLL COMPILER John Carter, 
1825 W. Lincoln St., Broken Arrow, OK 74012-8509. 
BOOSTER FUND: Send contributions to Shirley Berger, 2822 
S. Mainsail Dr., Avon Park, FL 33825-6032. 

BOYCE EDENS RESEARCH FUND: Send contributions 
to Marlene Buck, 17235 N. 106th Ave., Sun City, AZ 
85373-1958. 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE FUND: Send contributions to 
Susan Hapner, 35 Ridge Point Dr., Chesterfield, MO 63017. 
TINARI ENDOWMENT FUND: Send contributions to Janet 
Riemer, 256 Pennington-Harbourton Rd., Pennington, NJ 
08534-4007 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Send new address at least 30 days 
before it is to take effect, along with old address, to AVSA 
office in Beaumont. 

TALLY TIME: Susan Anderson, 4040 E. Maldonado Dr., 
Phoenix, AZ 85042. Email: <sandersonl22@cox.net>. 


The African Violet Magazine (ISSN 0002-0265) is published bi-monthly: January, March, May, July, September, November. 
Periodical postage is paid by The African Violet Society of America, Inc., a non-profit organization, 
at 2375 North Street, Beaumont, TX 77702 and at additional mailing offices. 

Subscription $35.00 per year which is included in membership dues. • Copyright 2009 The African Violet Society of America, Inc. 
POSTMASTER: Please send change of address form 3579 to African Violet Magazine, 2375 North Street, Beaumont, TX 77702 
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President’s Message 

By John T. Carter, President 


Another year is upon us. Many of 
us are asking where the past year 
went. It is alright to reflect a moment 
upon the past year, but only as a quick 
review as to what we accomplished, 
what we learned from the accomplish¬ 
ments, as well as the things that did 
not work out. The past is in the his¬ 
tory book, and it is now time to look 
ahead. I am not one to do resolutions, 
but 1 do believe in setting some goals and look¬ 
ing for the best way to achieve them. Not only 
do I have personal goals, but I’ve set some goals 
as the leader of the African Violet Society of 
America. 

Increasing membership probably came to 
your mind as a goal that I might set. Is declin¬ 
ing membership the problem or really the symp¬ 
tom of another problem? We have a number of 
new members joining every month. However, 
they fail to renew a year later when their mem¬ 
bership is up for renewal. So does that make 
membership retention the problem? Why do 
they not renew? We have not taken the time to 
conduct a recent poll of those not renewing. 
Typically, such polls have very little response. 

I suggest that we have failed to arouse the 
passion of our hobby within their hearts. The 
technologies that exist today make it very diffi¬ 
cult to offer our members educational opportu¬ 
nities that they cannot find elsewhere. The 
information that we offer through our resources 
can be found in many other places. What we 
have and can offer that they cannot find at an¬ 
other source is our passion for the African violet 
and the people who love to grow it. Our 
challenge is how to share our passion. 


I would be interested in hearing 
your ideas as to how we can share our 
passion. You can email me at: presi- 
dent@avsa.org. I will share your 
ideas. I feel that the best method is 
personal contact. That can be difficult 
for many of our members, either to 
contact others or to be contacted. 
Technology has brought us “social 
media" which allows us to reach out vir¬ 
tually. It does not replace the handshake or hug 
but can be a personal contact. In using this 
media, it is important to let your “friends" know 
that you are part of AVSA. 

I am happy to report that your donations to 
the llnari Fund have been coming in, and half of 
the $15,000 challenge has been raised since it 
was announced at the Nashville convention. 
Another announcement is the availability of the 
Android version of First Class. Look in the 
Google store for African Violets. It only costs 
$14.99. You will receive updates for a year, and 
then you will be charged $11.50 for renewal of 
updates for each following year. There will be 
no charge for updates to the program itself. 

In closing, I am asking you to register early 
for the convention. You were a tremendous help 
to Amy last year by getting your registrations in 
early. There are fewer errors, and you will have 
that task out of the way. Kansas City is centrally 
located and has many interesting things to see 
and do. Plan on arriving early and enjoying the 
area. We will have a large area for the show and 
sales rooms. Be sure to bring your exhibits and 
make this another great show. 

John 
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®itor 5 s Notes 

By Ruth Rumsey, AVM Editor 


\ ) ;■ 

2375 North Street • Beaumont, TX 77702 
Email: rrumsey@earthlink.net 


I’ve heard from several members 
about their plans to attend the 2015 
Kansas City, MO, convention. Many 
are driving, as this seems to be a 
central location. One of the tours is 
to the very interesting Bird's Botani- 
cals, located underground within the 
vast limestone caves beneath Kansas 
City. 

Our former President, Linda Hall, 
wrote a fascinating article with very 
interesting photos on the caves and the 
plants grown. I decided to run that article, from 
2008, again in this issue. You will find it on 
pages 24 and 25. On page 5 you’ll find more in¬ 
formation on the tours planned by the 2015 
convention group. 

I’ve heard from many members how much 
they appreciate the design spreads we often run 
in this publication. I know how important creat¬ 
ing these designs is for our members, and from 
what I hear, how much fun this aspect of show¬ 
ing can be. 1 have had an occasional ‘‘new" de¬ 
signer tell me that although walking through the 
design section at a national show made them 
want to give designing a try, in the beginning 
they were intimidated. But after they expressed 
their concerns to someone they considered an 
“accomplished” designer, they were offered en¬ 
couragement and assistance. You hear it said all 
the time, “African violet growers are the nicest 
people!” 
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Again, there are way too many 
plants in my office! All of the babies 
that came from the Russian leaves I 
received from my friend Dmitry 
Ozherelyev are still alive (...okay, 
I'm a little shocked, too...) and are 
just beginning to produce buds. I put 
my leaves down in a clear rectangu¬ 
lar container that grocery store let¬ 
tuce came in. It worked great as a 
little “greenhouse." 

I want to thank my dear friend 
Winston Goretsky, Official AVM Photogra¬ 
pher, for producing such wonderful photos for 
the AVM and for always being available when 
Amy or I need help or advice. Thanks for always 
being there! 

My friend, Pat Hancock, takes every oppor¬ 
tunity to promote AVSA. Pat has some ideas that 
I want to share with you. She pointed out to me 
that plant lovers are often pet lovers, so what 
better place to leave a few back issues of the 
AVM than vet offices? What a great idea! I al¬ 
ready leave copies at my doctors’ offices, and 
my dentist’s office, and with as much time as I 
spend at the vet’s office with our three geriatric 
dogs, I can’t believe I never thought of it! 

Remember, our clubs can order back issues 
from the AVSA office, just for the cost of postage. 

Wishing you all a fantastic 2015! 


'/Sfit 
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“Oh, the Places You’ll Go, the Things 

You’ll See!” 

AVSA Convention 2015 Kansas City, Missouri 
By Kent Stork 


Of course, at any AVSA convention, the 
primary attractions are the beautiful African 
violets. Whether they are magnificent show 
plants on exhibit or tempting new cultivars to be 
purchased in the sales area, the violets are cen¬ 
ter of attention. But there's more. So much 
more! Come and learn, reunite with your violet 
friends, and come for some noteworthy experi¬ 
ences. 

A few good reasons to get your 
registration sent in early: 

The Friday dinner theatre excursion will be 
full of fun, entertainment, and good food. The 
New Theatre will proudly present its second pro¬ 
duction of the exuberant musical “Hairspray.” 
This energetic and exciting show, winner of mul¬ 
tiple Tony awards while on Broadway, was a 
sold-out production in its first Kansas City run, 
and is coming back by popular demand. Only 
100 tickets will be available, so get your 
registration and ticket request sent in promptly. 

There will be two tours going to the fabulous 
Bird’s Botanicals with a limit of just forty con¬ 
ventioneers for each tour. A plant-lover's para¬ 
dise, Bird’s is located underground within the 
vast network of limestone caves that lie beneath 
Kansas City. Over ten thousand orchids and 
other plants are on display in this unique envi¬ 
ronment. See and enjoy the beauty of these 
magnificent specimens and shop for the ones 
you just have to take back home with you. 
(TURN TO PAGE 24 TO FIND A REPRINT OF 
FORMER AVSA PRESIDENT LINDA HALL’S AR¬ 
TICLE ABOUT THE CAVES FROM THE 11/08 
AVM.) 

For a complete listing of these and other tours 
available, be sure to go to: 

www.AVSA.org/ conventions-2015 
and check out the convention information. 


There are remarkable things to see and do in the 
Kansas City area. 

Along with the tours, be sure to read about 
the various workshops planned to help you hone 
your skills in areas related to violet growing. 
Included in the schedule is one event that prom¬ 
ises to be a lot of fun. 

Demolition Design Contest 

Your convention hosts, members of the Mis¬ 
souri Valley African Violet Council, have been 
refining and preparing an active and fast-paced 
design competition for convention-goers' enjoy¬ 
ment. Four designers, and three judges 
representing various violet councils across the 
country have been selected for the showdown. 
“Demolition Design" is based on a popular cable 
network cooking show. The four competitors 
will be presented with a selection of specific 
items that they must incorporate into their de¬ 
signs, which must be completed within a 
twenty-minute time limit. The judges will elim¬ 
inate the lowest-scoring designer, and the top 
three will move on to another round. And then 
the top two after that round will compete for the 
championship. Come and root for the competi¬ 
tors, or add to their stress level as you so choose. 
This has been an extraordinarily lively event at 
practice runs—and it can be pretty amazing 
what top designers can throw together on the 
spot in a short amount of time! 

“Violets Love KC Jazz, Blues, and Barbecue" 
beckons to violet-growers from near and far with 
promises of fun, food, and entertainment. The 
Kansas City area boasts of many fine attractions, 
and convention planners have put together a 
great selection of tours and workshops. Come 
and join the fun. Beautiful violets and warm 
friendships await! 
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Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 

Buckeye Delight 

Exhibited by: Debbie Mclnnis 
Hybridized by-. P. Hancock 
Large 
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Anna Kreeck 

Exhibited by: Donna Brining 
Hybridized by: E. Trent 
Standard 
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ofNew Violets 


Dr. Jeff Smith, The Indiana Academy 


Ball State University • Muncie, IN 47306 
Email: JSmith4@bsu.edu 
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Of all of the colors in African violet 
flowers, the one that has probably 
frustrated hybridizers the most is the 
color green. The green coloration is 
due to chlorophyll, the same pigment 
that makes leaves green in color. 

Green African violet flowers often have 
the stomata or the pores found on 
leaves for gas exchange on their 
petals. In other words, green-flowered 
African violets are basically leaves. 

Many of the green-flowered African violets are 
mixtures of green and white. The edges of the 
petals are most often green with white centers. 
However, green edges can be found on a number 
of other colors including pink, red, and blue. Some 
cultivars will be white centered with green edges 
when grown under one temperature, but will show 
pink centers with green edges when grown under 
another temperature. There are also cases where 
the flowers are tricolored, usually pink and white 
centers with green edges. 

What is frustrating to hybridizers is that it is not 
always clear how the color green is inherited. I 
tend to treat green flower color as a recessive to all 
other colors except white. However, the data is far 
from conclusive on this inheritance pattern. There 
are also some sterility problems with the green 
flowered African violets. Having kept the flower 
parts more like “leaves", the pistils and stamens 
don’t always develop correctly. Green-flowered 
African violets can also show what has been called 
a false pregnancy. When used as a seed parent, 
the pistils start to swell and develop into seed pods, 
but an inspection will show that there are no seeds 
inside the pistil. Some hybridizers have waited up 
to 6-8 months for the seed pods to mature only to 
find that they are entirely empty. 

I recently received several questions about com¬ 
bining green flowers on some different types of 
African violets. I don’t know if these suggestions 
will work, but we can always hope. 
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Q: I’m interested in hybridizing a 
trailer with greenflowers. How would 
you suggest I start? 

A: I would cross a white or light 
pink flowered trailer with a strong 
green flowered African violet. Chances 
are that both the trailing growth habit 
and the green flower color will 
disappear in the FI offspring. You now 
have a choice of crossing two FI 
seedlings together or self pollinating an FI plant. 
Hopefully this will reinforce the trailing habit and 
green flower color in some of the F2 offspring. 

0: The hybridizer that sent the last question 
admitted that he had already made the cross and 
had some FI offspring with wailing growth habit. 
He then asked if there was another way to use the 
FI plants to get a trailer with green flowers. 

A: Tty crossing your best FI trailer back to the 
green-flowered parent. If trailing came through in 
the FI generation, you may have a case where 
trailing is being inherited as a dominant. 
Backcrossing to the green-flowered parent may 
keep the trailing habit in the next generation and 
bring out a higher chance for green-flowered 
offspring. 

Q: Would it be possible to get a puff fantasy 
fower in green? 

A: This would certainly be a new combination. 
I’d suggest crossing a pale colored puff fantasy 
with a strong green flower. Puff fantasy is a ge¬ 
netic dominant, so some of the FI offspring should 
show the trait. I don’t know if you'd get any green 
offspring in the FI generation, but one could hope. 
If there are no green FI offspring, try backcrossing 
a puff fantasy FI plant to the green flowered 
parent. This should keep the puff fantasy in the 
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generation and possible concentration or improve 
your chances of getting green-colored flowers. 

Q: Does the green coloration in African violets 
have any other uses for hybridizers? 

A: I’m not sure if this answer is what you 
have in mind, but if you combine the green color 
on top of blue pigmentation, the combination 
produces a flat “black" color. I've seen a hint of 
this black coloration is some sports of the 
chimera plant ‘Yukako.’ This plant normally has 
green center stripes with blue edge stripes. 
Sometimes the pattern of the stripes sports and 
you get parts of the flower with green and blue 
together. The combination of the two pigments 
makes the flower a flat “black" in color. It might 


be interesting for hybridizers to combine the 
green and blue colors together over the entire 
petal area to give a truly “black” African violet 
flower. 

Q: Can leaf variegation affect the amount of 
green in the flowers? 

A: Yes, the best case I’ve seen is in ‘Frozen in 
Time.' This plant has strong variegation in the 
leaves, and you’ll often see white areas 
(variegation) in the green petal edges. This 
variegation in the petal edges is another 
indication that the green-color mutations makes 
the petals very “leaf-like." The variegation effect 
is subtle, but easy to see once you realize what 
you are looking for. 


AVSA BOOSTER FUND 
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County, New Jersey 

Life member contribution 

In lieu ofjudgingfees for Bob Kurzinsky 

Alan and Kirstina Popey, McMurray, PA 

and David Tooker 

Kathy Bethke, Cary, NC 

Bergen County African Violet Society, New 

Life Member donation 

Jersey 

In lieu of 2014 show judging expenses for 

Multicolor 

Robert Kurzinsky 

a, Trudy Brekel, Brighton, CO 

Bergen County African Violet Society, New 

QTfS Linda Garrimore, Bayshore, NY 

Jersey 

Kathy Bethke, Cary, NC 

In lieu of judging expensesfor Sue Hanna 

Life Member donation 

and Marianne Gershon 

Linda Garramore, Bayshore, NY 

Two-tone 

Debra Giffen, Marlton, NJ 

Bergen County AVS, New Jersey 

Marion Gillen, San Francisco, CA 

For the website and the computer 

Marvin Nester, Lakeland, FL 

fund, 

Caroline Storey, San Marcos, TX 

In memory of Fred Hall 

Marcia Sunderman, Villisca, LA 

Christine R. Moore, Silver Springs, MD 

Melissa Donnell, Bellwood, AL 

Sylvia Svitak, Jamaica, NY 

Nancy Frost, Ocala, FL 

In memory of Joseph J Svitak, Sr. 

Kari Larsen, Eden Prairie, MN 

Barbara D. Thswell-Miller, Olathe, KS 

Gail Podany, Minnetonka, MN 

Sandra Skalski, Mullica Hill, NJ 

Stephanie Zion, Albuquerque, NM 
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Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


Mac's Pure Poetry 

Exhibited by: Rhona Thurman 
Hybridized by: G. McDonald 
Miniature 
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My Darling 

Hybridized by: 

Holtkamp/Optimara 



Photo Credit: Holtkamp/Optimara 



Rhapsodie 

Ingrid 

Hybridized by: 

Holtkamp/Optimara 


Photo Credit: Holtkamp/Optimara 
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SETTING UP A TERRARIUM... 

PART 2 

By Clare O’Shea 


The choice of a container comes down to your 
intended use. A beautiful, purpose-built terrarium 
would be wasted as a nursery or hospital when a 
plain, serviceable container would do as well. 
Likewise, you would not wish to display a coffee 
jar on your dining room table or on the show 
bench. Terrariums must be transparent and can 
be made of glass or plastic and good examples in¬ 
clude purpose-built terrariums, aquariums, fish 
bowls, biscuit barrels, large canisters, bottles and 
jars, brandy snifters, perfume bottles, decanters, 
covered sweet dishes etc. Terrariums come into 
fashion from time to time, and beautiful purpose- 
built terrariums are then easily available, but the 
rest of the time we should rely on our imagination 
and recycling instincts to find something suitable. 

One tiny plant enclosed in a miniature bottle 
will delight equally as a forest-effect in a much 
larger case. 

Plastic is light and inexpensive but scratches 
easily and over time may discolor and become 
brittle. Glass is expensive but more durable, al¬ 
though you do need to be careful of chipping and 
breakage. It maintains its good looks a lot longer. 
Personally, I favor glass. Good places to source 
suitable containers are op-shops and discount 
shops. Supermarkets sometimes have reasonably 


priced glass or acrylic canisters. Your kitchen cup¬ 
board may also reveal a seldom-used container 
that would be better used housing plants. 

Be aware that tinted glass may have an 
undesirable effect on the light rays of the 
spectnim, possibly excluding or absorbing some 
important ones for plant growth and health, 
thereby resulting in stunted or abnormal growth. 
Also, heavily rippled or patterned glass will make 
it ficult to clearly view your planting. 

Terrariums do not have to be fully sealed, 
although the definition refers to a closed environ¬ 
ment. A small gap or the absence of a lid (in say, 
a brandy snifter) or side panels (a decorative fea¬ 
ture of some terrariums) will not drastically affect 
the planting, apart from a tendency to dry out and 
a reduction in humidity. For your own purposes, 
this can be remedied by the use of cling wrap over 
the hole. Cling wrap must be removed for exhibi¬ 
tion purposes. If, however, you desire a lid, have 
a piece of glass cut to fit or be creative and try 
corks, saucers or soap dishes, ‘orphaned’ lids or 
stoppers from other containers, rocks or shells. 

To be continued... 

From the Newsletter of the Early Morn AV 
Group, Australia 


pH 

by Lisa DiMambro 


I was asked to diagnose a plant problem in 
which most of the grower's plants were losing their 
centers. When they did grow back, they produced 
a lot of tiny suckers that never matured. In addi¬ 
tion, the other leaves got very hard and brittle. 

A lot of investigating went into this one before 
I found an answer. At first glance, you might think 
of over-fertilization, but the plants had been get¬ 
ting plain water for some time. This grower uses 
city water, so finally a water test was obtained. The 
pH of her water was over 8.4, and further testing 


showed high amounts of fluoride in the water. It 
does pay to check out your water if you have ruled 
out all the other concerns when having problems. 
A water pH that is too low can be corrected by 
adding lime to the soil, and mixing some lime into 
your water. You can also use commercial prepara¬ 
tions to raise or lower the pH. Remember, violets 
like a pH of around 6.2-6.7, just slightly on the 
acidic side. 

From Ye Bay Stater, publication of the Bay State AVS 
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Variegation - Too Much? 
Too Little? - A Very Fine Line 

By Pat Hancock 


Many years ago, I attended an AVSA show 
where the judges in choosing the “Best Varie¬ 
gated Plant" chose the plant that had the most 
variegation. The plant they chose was a plant 
called ‘Williodene’. It had very little green pig¬ 
ment in the foliage and very few blossoms. 
Hopefully - no team of judges would make such 
an error today. The "Best Variegated Plant” in 
any show is the best plant that is variegated. Too 
much variegation can detract from the overall 
quality of the plant. 

The AVSA Handbook for Judges and Ex¬ 
hibitors states: “It is difficult to put a point value 
on lack of variegation. The variegation on some 
plants changes with the seasons, or warm and 
cool temperatures. A variegated plant that is al¬ 
most green should have a number of points de¬ 
ducted. One that has almost enough variegation 
for a particular variety should be penalized only 
a point or two. Judges will have to be guided by 
their own knowledge of these variegated plants: 
however, if no variegation is showing, reduce to 
a red ribbon and continue to judge its other mer¬ 
its accordingly." 

Solid green foliage on a variegated plant is a 
“culture break” and points should be deducted 
under condition. By the same token -1 believe 
that white leaves on a variegated plant is also a 
“culture break' and should be treated the same. 
At this time, we do not have a rule pertaining to 
white leaves. Perfect variegation is where the 
pattern of variegation is the same on all leaves 
and there is sufficient green in the pattern to pro¬ 


duce a good head of bloom. 

The amount of bloom on any plant is directly 
related to the number of blooms on each stem. A 
plant is capable of producing only a set number 
of bloom stems at any given time. Therefore - a 
plant that has seven or more blooms on a stem 
will have more blooms than a plant that has two 
or three. 

Sadly - the number of blooms on a plant is 
also directly related to the number of chloroplasts 
in the foliage. Plants with too much variegation 
will lose bloom count proportionately. This is the 
“very fine line” in growing variegated plants. 

The AVSA Handbook for Judges and Ex¬ 
hibitors states that the “size of the plant is not 
considered under merit judging. If two plants 
have the same degree of perfection both would 
receive the same award." This means that the 
size of the plant is not to be considered - only 
how “perfect" it is. 

There seems to be a desire on the part of many 
of today's exhibitors to grow standard plants to a 
very large size. There is no “premium" for grow¬ 
ing to a large size. In fact, it can be a detriment. 
The more leaves there are on a plant - the more 
leaves there are that can be marred or in some 
way flawed. Variegated leaves are much more 
easily damaged than solid green ones. The larger 
the plant, the more bloom that is required and 
more leaves that can be flawed. I see many large, 
variegated plants at shows, and they almost al¬ 
ways lack bloom count and have lower leaves 
that should have been removed. 
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The 9th Annual Summer Workshop 

Hosted by the First AVS of Denton (TX) 

by Ima Petiole (with suggestions from Jeff Hubbard...) 


Admittedly, I experienced difficulty falling 
asleep on the eve of the grand affair. When sleep 
did come, I think it was because 1 traded in the old 
method of "counting sheep,” and instead, began 
murmuring the names of African violets on my 
“wish list.” 

Up by 7am, 1 was on the road by 8:50am! The 
closer I got to event, the 
more excited 1 became. 

At one point, 1 found my¬ 
self ready to shout - 
“Honk if you love African 
violets!” Instead, 1 sorted 
out the itinerary in my 
head; a luncheon, several 
workshops, and the 
chance to purchase new 
plants, and much needed 
supplies... 

I arrived at my 
1 destination as the doors 
were being unlocked. As 
I made my way to the en¬ 
trance of the venue, a 
woman called out in a 
soft, sweet, inviting voice: “Come in, come in.” 
The woman happens to be the eldest member of 
the First AVS of Denton (TX). (All who have met 
this woman have fallen under the spell of her hos¬ 
pitality and charm.) 

My the venue was spacious, with lots of park¬ 
ing, easily visible, and accessible by passersby. 
With a service ramp in place at the front entrance 
of the building, it made unloading or loading a 
snap! 

For the next two hours, members of the host 
club, and a supportive cast of energetic volunteers, 
transformed the interior layout of the building. 
Spaces were created for a luncheon, a series of 
workshops, and the sale of plants and supplies. As 
guests and visitors continued to arrive, members 


of the “Welcoming Committee" issued a hearty 
welcome, name badge, printed itinerary, and an 
orientation of the lay of the land. I was highly 
impressed with the communication, cheerfulness, 
and cooperation as everyone pitched-in to lend a 
hand and complete the final tasks. 

At 11a.m. the emcee of this “flowery festival," 
Richard Nicholas, kicked 
off the event by sharing 
a few brief announce¬ 
ments, which included 
the recognition of several 
men and women in at¬ 
tendance, who were cur¬ 
rently serving in 
leadership roles for the 
African Violet Society of 
America, or on the Lone 
Star AV Council. Even 
John Carter, the current 
president of AVSA, and 
his lovely wife, Judy, 
were there. 

With announcements 
out of the way, partici¬ 
pants shuffled and scurried to claim a spot in the 
service line for the buffet-style luncheon. 

Afterward, it was time to visit the area desig¬ 
nated for the purchase of plants and supplies. The 
tables were covered with hundreds and hundreds 
of plants. It's hard to resist purchasing plants la¬ 
beled as a “newly released cultivar" or with a 
name that is whimsical or romantic. If you were in 
need of growing supplies, plenty were on hand to 
select from: pots of every imaginable size, plant 
food for your violets, or the secret potting mixtures 
which have become legendary in the northern part 
of Texas. 

As noon approached, it was time decide which 
workshops I would attend attend. I quickly 
scanned the room, making note of the three sec- 



Happy Shoppers 
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tions setup to con¬ 
duct the workshops. 

Over the next three 
hours, nine work¬ 
shops were com¬ 
pleted, covering 
different topics, and 
given by different 
growers. Those 
growers shared their 
expertise, experi¬ 
ence, tips, and tech¬ 
niques to help 
members of their 
audiences to become 
better growers and exhibitors. Every presentation 
was well-prepared and delivered in a very profes¬ 
sional manner. The entire list of instructors for the 
event read like the A-list or a Who’s Who in the 
world of African violets: Mary Corondan, Suzanne 
Roberts. Ben Haning, Marjorie Bullard, Anne and 
Richard Nicholas. 

The workshops covered a wide array of topics, 
from different methods of propagation to success¬ 
fully propagating chimeras. Also covered were the 
secrets to producing, growing, and caring for prize¬ 
winning miniatures, semi-miniatures, standards, 
or trailers. There were also workshops on design 
and dish gardens, as well as how to use the First 
Class 2 program more effectively. 

By the end of the afternoon, I had overheard 
and made note of several comments from new 
growers, as well as those who have grown African 
violets for several decades. I feel that these 
comments are a good gauge of the success of the 
entire event: 

“1 watched as a mother and daughter cheer¬ 


fully played with 
their hands in propa¬ 
gation mixture, plac¬ 
ing their first leaves 
down to produce 
baby plants." 

"I had heard the 
rumors, rants, and 
hype leading up to 
this event. I admit I 
was skeptical. How¬ 
ever, it’s all true! I’m 
sold, it’s one of the 
best events I've ever 
attended!” 

“I already grow nice show plants. Today, I 
learned how to grow even better plants." 

The 9th Annual Summer FAVSD Workshop was 
a huge success! Attendance and sales records 
were broken. Around one-third of the attendees 
indicated it was their first time to attend an event 
of this nature. The club collected the names and 
contact information for at least two-dozen or more 
visitors within the local community who wanted 
to leam more about the club’s monthly meeting or 
of upcoming events like the workshop. Work¬ 
shops like this one could be the boost you’re 
searching for to increase the number of members 
within your club, or it could be the sort of program 
that keeps your membership base actively partici¬ 
pating and inspired. 

With all of its benefits and rewards, the First 
African Violet Society of Denton is planning and 
preparing for the 10th Annual Summer FAVSD 
Workshop in Denton, Texas, on June 27, 2015. 
Think of this as your personal invitation to attend. 
Mark those calendars! 



Sales Table 
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Lost Crown 

by Sharon Rosenzweig 


The growth of a plant depends on a healthy root 
system and a healthy crown. All new growth 
comes from the crown. 

There are many reasons why a crown may die 
back. The first is inconsistent watering and fertil¬ 
izing. The leaves in the crown will become smaller 
and smaller, and eventually die when the plant is 
deprived of water and fertilizer. You may also lose 
a crown when drops of water are sprayed or spilled 
into the crown area and not wiped up. Crowns can 
be lost due to soil mealy bugs because the root sys¬ 
tem is diminished. 

Check for mites. Mites will distort and eventually 
kill the crown. It is easier to throw out the plant 
than to treat for mites. Insecticide spray can dam¬ 
age the crown. Cover the center of the plant with 
paper towel when spraying or foliar feeding. 

Using too much fertilizer with a high phosphorus 


content (middle number) can cause the crown to 
die because “bloom boosters" do not adequately 
support the growth of the crown. Do not use these 
fertilizers for more than three to four weeks. Use a 
balanced fertilizer at the rate of 1/4 tsp per gallon 
of water. 

Lack of light can also cause crown problems. If 
the plant has experienced a heavy head of bloom, 
the crown is deprived of light. Enjoy the bloom for 
a while, and then remove all spent blossoms. 

Groom regularly. Remove suckers or damaged, 
pale, or baby leaves on the plant, so that more en¬ 
ergy goes to crown development. 

Most crown issues can be controlled by the 
grower, so check your crowns and take action, 
sooner rather than later. 

From Ye Bay Stater, Publication of the Bay State 
AVS 


PUTTING TUBERS AND RHIZOMES TO BED 

by Marge Huntley 


Tuber - A woody food and water-storage root, 
very hard, round, and almost indestructible. 

Rhizome - A specialized portion of the root, 
which carries the plant through dormancy. 

Gesneriad rhizomes are elongated, scaly, and vary 
in thickness according to the plant species. 

Sinningia is the most commonly grown tuberous 
plant. Florist’s Gloxinia is really Sinningia speciosa 
and has a sturdy tuber. Many of these have been 
discarded by buyers who think their plant has died, 
when it has simply gone into dormancy. 

Rhizomatous plants include: Achimenes, Di¬ 
astema, Eucodonia, Gloxinia (the real one), Ko- 
hieria, and Pearcea. 

Tuberous plants get very shabby after flowering 
and should be taken off wick watering so that you 
can gradually lessen the amount of water given 
them. Trim off all dead foliage, leaving the balance 
to die off in its own time. Leave a good stub when 
foliage is eventually trimmed. This seems to prevent 
the tuber from becoming “blind” and refusing to 
sprout. When over-wintering tuberous and rhi¬ 
zomatous plants, they should not be allowed to be¬ 
come bone dry, but given a little water. 

In a couple of months, new growth will show on 


the tuber, and now is time to re-pot. 

The above holds for all Sinningia except the tiny 
S.pusilla ‘White Sprite’, etc. They do not die down 
but should be re-potted at least once a year. Keep 
spent stems trimmed. With rhizomatous plants, dur¬ 
ing growth and flowering, there will be very few, if 
any, rhizomes in the potting mix. They develop 
when flowering has ceased, and the foliage starts to 
become shabby. Nature steps in, producing rhi¬ 
zomes to enable the species to continue. 

We can help this rhizome development by stress¬ 
ing the plants a little; for instance, reducing water. 
Remove from reservoirs, water occasionally till all 
growth has died, then trim, as there is no need for 
stubs. Rhizomes can be stored in their pot of soil, 
but need a little water to prevent the dry soil from 
desiccating the rhizomes. Or, rhizomes can be har¬ 
vested and stored in barely damp vermiculite in a 
labeled plastic bag. 

As rhizomes show their first growth, which is 
easier to see if they are left unpotted, they should be 
planted. Some have a shorter dormancy time than 
others. 

From the Newsletter oi the Early Mom AV Group, 
Australia 
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Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


Chrysothemis pulchella ‘ Bronze ' 


Exhibited by.- David Harris 
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Network 


By Jennie Lawrence 


Email: missjennae@yahoo.com 


Pinterest 


Who could have possibly imagined the 
influence African violets have had on the world? 
These pretty plants have earned a place in fashion, 
weddings, the world of needlework, cake 
decorating, and more. 

A visit to the Pinterest website shows the 
popularity of these plants. A Pinterest search for 
African violets brings up a main site, with no less 
than eighty related tabs at the top of the site. Fol¬ 
low the arrows until a site of interest comes up, 
and click on that site. Not only will there be pic¬ 
tures of many violets related to that site, but even 
more links will appear at the top of the new page. 
These pictures are called, "pins.” People from 
around the globe pin photos to their sites, sharing 
them with like-minded people. 

The categories include all of the ones a person 
would expect to see on an African violet-related 
site, including: care, plants, pots, growing, colors, 
and anything else related to propagation. There 
were a few categories that seemed unusual. 

Yes, there are people out there who get African 
\iolet tattoos. There were also pictures of pansies 
and poppy tattoos, so any flower is possible. A 
quick perusal showed that many of the violet re¬ 
lated tattoos were in memory of someone, usually 
a family member. 

The fashion designer, Vera Bradley, has a whole 
line of products based on an African violet theme. 
The fabric in this collection is a floral print on a 
blue, tonal, leopard background. There are back¬ 
packs, pajamas, bedding, storage bins, three ring 
binders, and more. A separate category titled, 
“Fashion" had other violet-related products based 
on the dark purple color base. Some of the evening 
dresses were stunning. Nail polish was available 
to complete the look. 

Weddings are themed around violets. There 
were pins devoted to this topic. In addition, there 
were pictures of violet-related cakes, dresses, ties 
for men, and bouquets. The pictures of these items, 


and some of the venues were beautiful. 

Anyone handy with a crochet hook will 
certainly enjoy exploring that category devoted to 
African violets. There were crocheted violets in cro¬ 
cheted pots, single flowers, afghan blocks, and 
even doilies. 

Are you looking for a treat for your next club 
meeting? Look no further than the cake tab. A 
chocolate layer cake with chocolate filling, in a tan 
frosting flowerpot, with icing violets on top was 
eye-catching. Cupcakes and other goodies can 
also be found in this section. 

The art section featured many beautiful, painted 
teacups and saucers that had been repurposed as 
violet planters. There were also paintings of vio¬ 
lets, predominately watercolor. An interesting vin¬ 
tage book was also featured. B. T. Galloway, 
published in 1899, titled this tome, “Violet 
Culture." The cover was a lovely shade of violet. 

There is even a section devoted to Pantone, the 
authority on color. The folks at this company de¬ 
termine which colors are going to be the "it" colors 
for the season. The color for Fall 2014-15 is called, 
“African Violet.” It is a beautiful dark blue-purple. 
Pantone seems to like the name African violet, as 
the spring 2013 color was a lighter shade of 
purple. 

Violet themed hair colors are a possibility. How¬ 
ever, the hair page seemed to have more of an em¬ 
phasis on nail and eye color. Accessories were also 
featured. There was some crossover with the fash¬ 
ion page. 

The clothing page had stunning pins. Earrings 
and eveningwear were most often featured. There 
was a stunning fashion doll dress that was African 
violet themed. This dress is a far cry from the 
dresses most of our dolls had in their wardrobes. 

Pinterest is a site that can mesmerize a viewer. 
Click on a pin, and information about that pin 
comes up, along with a variety of related pins. 
What fun it is! 
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To get there, simply Google “Pinterest." Once 
there, follow the step-by-step directions for setting 
up your account. You will be asked to enter your 
email, and create a password. Then click “signup." 
It will ask you a few more brief questions. You will 
then be able to go through a tutorial on how to use 


the site. You will have to go back to your email and 
confirm your address before you can actually start 
searching for things. Now you, too, are on your 
way to seeking and sharing your pins. Happy 
viewing! 


AVSA Convention Luncheon Auction 

Edna Rourke • 99 Old Stratford Road • Shelton, CT 06484-6129 
Apapillon@aol.com • 203-926-9716 


AVSA’s 69th Convention-“Violets Love Jazz, 
Blues & Barbeque in Kansas City, MO, will be 
here before your know it, and it’s sure to be a 
great one. Now is also the time to start thinking 
of the Luncheon Auction. Our past luncheon auc¬ 
tion success has all been due to the very generous 
donations of our members both amateur and 
commercial. With your help and support, this 
auction will be special, and I’m sure it will be the 
best one yet. 

I hope you will consider donating a violet-re¬ 
lated or craft item to the auction either as an in¬ 
dividual member or as a club. These donations 
make the auction possible. Donations of any¬ 
thing violet related or of a rare, unique or unusual 
nature will be gratefully accepted. 

To our commercial members and hybridizers 


both here and abroad, I extend an invitation to 
kindly either donate supplies, plants, or newly in¬ 
troduced plant material. These donations can 
make for some very lively bidding and are al¬ 
ways so important to our auction 

As always, a listing of all donations and con¬ 
tributors will be acknowledged on the luncheon 
tables. 

Would you either call or email me and let me 
know if you plan to make a donation or want to 
help in some way? I'd really appreciate it. I can 
be reached by: calling 203-926-9716, emailing 
Apapillon@aol.com. I look forward to having the 
opportunity to speak with you soon... 

With your continued help and support, we’ll 
make this the best auction ever! 

See you in Kansas City! 


Registration Report 1220 Stratford Lane • Hanover Park, IL 60133 

By Joe Bruns Email: jbruns@qwip.net 


Pat Hancock - Middletown, OH 
‘Buckeye Inspiration Pink’ 

(10711) 09/17/2014 (P. Hancock) 
Semidouble pink ruffled large 
star/darker rays. Variegated dark 
green, pink and cream, heart-shaped, 
glossy/red back. Large 

‘Buckeye Petty Larceny’ (10712) 
09/17/2014 (P. Hancock) Semidouble 
light blue ruffled pansy/pink and white 
fantasy, variable thin white-green edge. Varie¬ 
gated medium green and cream, plain, glossy, 
wavy. Large 

‘Buckeye Picturesque’ (10713) 09/17/2014 


(P. Hancock) Semidouble-double dark 
blue ruffled pansy/thin white edge. 
Variegated dark green, pink and 
cream, plain, glossy/red back. Large 
‘Buckeye Tea Party’ (10714) 
09/17/2014 (P. Hancock) Double pink 
pansy/lavender overlay, thin purple- 
wine sparkle edge. Variegated dark 
green, pink and cream, plain, glossy. 
Large 

‘Buckeye Too Shameless’ (10715) 
09/17/2014 (P. Hancock) Semidouble dark plum 
ruffled pansy. Variegated dark green, pink and 
cream, plain, glossy/red back. Large 
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Musings on Twisted fruit... 

How I grow Streptocarpus 

by Bill Price 


Many of us who love growing African Violets 
also love growing their closest relatives, the Strep¬ 
tocarpus, named for its elongated twisted seed pod 
or fruit (Strepto=twisted and carpus=ffuit). On an 
amusing note, several years ago, I attended a cos¬ 
tume party of 
Gesneriad plant 
nuts, wearing what 
I thought was an 
innovative costume 
depicting a Strepto¬ 
carpus seed pod...a 
few attendees did 
indeed recognize 
the result... but one 
precocious teenage 
girl loudly 

announced that I 
looked just like a 
big green 

crayon...oh well. But now 1 would like to describe 
how I grow these plants. 1 hope you may find 
some of these ideas useful as well. While on initial 
appearance they may seem very different from 
African Violets, DNA analysis shows that they are 
very closely related, so close that some researchers 
feel that they are indeed all in the same genus. 
Streptocarpus have several growth forms. The 
ones most commonly grown with numerous strap¬ 
like leaves, growing asymmetrically, with flower 
stems arising from the leaf bases are called ‘pluri- 
foliate' (many leaves). A few of these come from 
species with more of a rosette form and are more 
symmetrical in their growth. These can live for 
years and can be readily propagated and divided 
to rejuvenate them. A quite spectacular but some¬ 
what challenging type to grow are the ‘unifoliates’ 
(single leaf). These species (not many hybrids are 
available ) form only one leaf which, for most, 
grows for 1-2 years and then produce a huge 
number of flowers before dying. These varieties 
generally are only grown from seed as the leaves 


tend to not propagate easily vegetatively. 

While most Streptocarpus are vigorous growers 
that prefer to be grown ‘open’, there are a few 
miniature species such as S.cyanandrus and 
S.liliputana that require higher humidity and con¬ 
stant moisture. 
These species often , 
do better grown 
’covered' in 
terrarium condi¬ 
tions. The other 
main subtype of 
Streptocarpus are 
the Streptocarpella, 
an unofficial sub¬ 
genus which grow 
with upright, r 
branching stalks, 
small rounded fo¬ 
liage, and clusters 
of small blossoms held as if floating above the fo¬ 
liage. These make good outdoor basket plants and 
tend to tolerate higher light levels. By appearance, 
most people would not recognize them as Streps! 

Growing from seed- Streps are one of the • 
easiest and most rewarding gesneriads to grow 
from seed! Whether hybrid or species, most ger¬ 
minate quickly, often in 2-3 weeks, grow fast, and 
flower as young plants. 

I use small shallow plastic cups with drain 
holes, filled with fine vermiculite or mix and sprin¬ 
kle the seeds on top (they need light to germinate). 

Then 1 water from the bottom , label the pot, and • 
place it covered back on the light stand. 1 keep the 
pot sitting in some water to ensure it doesn’t dry 
out. The germinating seeds of ah varieties tend to 
produce plants with single leaves which continue 
to grow for quite awhile before a second one starts. 

The unifoliates, of course, continue just with this 
solitary leaf. I let them grow for several weeks be- j 
fore transplanting them into small single pots . t. 

Some growers successfully transplant them 

i 
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much earlier, but 
with larger fingers, 

I just find that too 
frustrating ! Once 
the leaves are a 
couple inches long 
and established in 
individual pots, I 
slowly open the 
cover over a few 
weeks until they 
are acclimatized to 
growing ‘open’ on 
the shelves. Many 
varieties will pro¬ 
duce flower stalks while still very young. As it is 
often too taxing on the young plant to support 
blooms, I will usually remove these first blossoms, 
but if anxious to see a new hybrid’s flower, 1 will 
allow 1 blossom to open before removing them. 
Once the young plants are growing vigorously and 
have more than 2 leaves, I will allow more blos¬ 
soms to be produced. 

Growing from leaf cuttings -This is done es¬ 
sentially the same way as with violets. The leaf 
can be cut longitudinally, the center rib removed 
and then sections are set (cut edge in the mix) into 
the propagating mix (I use either pure vermiculite 
or a 50:50 mix of perlite and vermiculite), watered 
and placed covered on the light stand. Another 
variation that I actually prefer (as I get less loss of 
cuttings) is to cut the leaf crosswise into 2 "sec¬ 
tions, and plant 
them, making sure 
you set them in the 
mix with the 
‘lower’ end in. 

Plantlets form after 
6-8 weeks and 
may be separated 
and potted up 
when large enough 
to handle, then 
grown on as I’ve 
described for 
seedlings. 

Potting Up 


Streptocarpus Formosus 


Streptocarpus 'Heartland's Gold 


Now I’ll discuss 
growing the young 
plants that are es¬ 
tablished in 2 1/2” 
pots, which is usu¬ 
ally the size they're 
received in when 
purchased. Most 
of the spectacu¬ 
lar new and popu¬ 
lar hybrids tend to 
be medium to large 
growing plants, es¬ 
pecially those com¬ 
ing from Eastern 
Europe. However there are also hybridizers such 
as Dale Martens, Toshijiro Okuto, and Bruce 
Williams who are striving to produce more com¬ 
pact growing, floriferous hybrids . Depending on 
the particular plant's ultimate growth potential, I 
will pot up the more compact growers to a maxi¬ 
mum of say a 3"or 4” pot, whereas for the larger 
ones, 1 will often go from a 2 1/2" to a 4" and 
sometimes to a 5"or 6” pot. Just as for violets, 
when the plant is becoming rootbound, 1 will ‘form 
pot’ it up to the next sized pot. Many of these 
larger growers can easily adapt to being moved 
from a 2 1/2" to a 4" pot, (then to a 6”) or from a 
3" to a 5" pot. 

General Growing Care 
Streptocarpus do well under a variety of condi¬ 
tions. Overall, they prefer slightly cooler tempera¬ 
tures than violets 
so do best on a 
lower level light 
shelf. They will 
do well on a two 
tube light shelf or at 
the edge of a 4 tube 
shelf. They also do 
very well in natural 
light such as in an 
east or north win¬ 
dow or back from a 
south or west fac¬ 
ing window. When 
growing Streps in 
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natural light, be careful to reduce your fertilizing 
and watering in the winter. I do not fertilize my 
window growing Streps from November to about 
mid February once they start showing signs of 
new growth. 

During the winter, some species and hybrids, 
develop what is called an ‘abscission line’. Part of 
the end of the leaf turns light green and eventu¬ 
ally dies back. This is a normal process for some 
species and their hybrids and is an adaptation to 
lower water levels in their native habitat. 

I use the same fertilizer regimen with my Streps 
as I do with all my gesneriads including my 
African Violets. This is one quarter strength 
weekly of a variety of fertilizers and then the sec¬ 
ond watering during the week with plain water. 1 
don’t do mat or much wick watering, but if doing 
so, it is especially important to make sure there's 
extra perlite in the mix so that the roots will not 
rot with the exposure to constant moisture. 

Once you have a mature plant growing in as 
large a pot as you wish to maintain, you will need 
to divide and repot it at least annually. The largest 
pots I use for most of my Streptocarpus are 5 inch 
Azalea pots. In addition to restarting the plant from 
cuttings, I also rejuvenate them as follows: after 
removing the plant from the pot (usually root- 
bound by this time), I will first cut off the bottom 2- 
3" of old mix. Next 1 will cut off about 1/2-3/4” 
from all around the sides of the rootball. After doing 
this, I will divide/slice the whole rootball in thirds or 
quarters, then replant one of these in the center of 
a 5”pot, fill with new mix,water and replace the 
plant on the shelf. The extra divisions get potted 


up to give away or grow on for our club sale. 

Growing for Show 

For plants, I wish to show in the following 
spring or summer, I will make sure these are di¬ 
vided and repotted by November. 1 will ensure 
they get “prime shelf space" where I can keep an 
eye on them on a regular basis. 1 will watch for 
and remove leaves that crossover and block the 
growth of other new leaves. For several months 
before the show date, I will also remove all the 
flower stalks that form. This encourages the 
growth of as many new leaves as possible . 

Each Streptocarpus leaf only produces a finite 
number of bloom stalks so it is important to re¬ 
move the old leaves once you notice that no more 
flower stalks are forthcoming. Depending on the 
variety, 1 will stop disbudding approximately 2 to 
3 months before the show' to allow all the flowers 
stalks to develop. 

In final grooming for the show, don’t just 
remove dead blossoms etc. Evaluate the whole 
plant and judiciously prune ( using pinking ' 
shears) leaves that are torn, misshapen or other¬ 
wise unsightly. Tty to form a natural contour of 
the leaf. Trimming of Streptocarpus foliage is per¬ 
mitted in shows, but it must be natural looking 
and not just cut off in a triangular shape or flat 
end. While Streps tend to heal well after foliage 
trimming, it is advisable to do this close to the 
show time to minimize any browning that might ; 
develop. 

In conclusion, 1 hope this article will give you 
some tips so that you can successfully grow and 
enjoy this most interesting genus. 


Chimera Propagation from Side-Shoots 

By Margaret Thylor 


Side-shoots which grow from the axils may be 
removed when they are of a workable size. They 
can be planted in a small pot of moist potting mix 
and covered with a plastic bag or other clear 
cover. Cut-down soft drink plastic bottles are use¬ 
ful here. If excessive condensation builds up, it 
should be removed with a tissue to avoid rotting. 
It is best to place the pot and the cover in a warm, 
well-lit position, but never in hot sunshine. Roots 


will often form in a relatively short time. Then the 
little plants may be hardened off and replanted in 
another small pot of fresh mix and allowed to 
grow to flowering - finger’s crossed! If successful, j 
this new plant may be grown to maturity to 
determine whether it will be a replica of its parent. 

From The African Violet, Official Journal of the ^ 

AV Association of Australia, Inc. 
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BOYCE EDENS RESEARCH FUND 
Marlene J. Buck • 17235 N. 106th Avenue • Sun City, AZ 85373-1958 
Donations received from: August 1, 2014 - September 30,2014 • Total = $ 160.00 



Geneva 

Alan R & Kirstina Popey, Me Murray, PA 

Thumbprint 

Sherin Boyd, Saint John, NB, Canada 
Jennie Lawrence, Laramie, WY 

Whiting HS Horticulture Program 


Metropolitan St. Louis African Violet 
Council, St Louis ,MO 

In memory of Virginia Hamilton 
Ronald Sendering, Fishersville, VA 
Linda Springer, Rochester, NY 
Neville W Ward, Great Falls, VA 


AVSA Building Maintenance Fund 

Susan Hapner - Chairman • 35 Ridge Point Dr. • Chesterfield, MO 63017 

Donations received from: 1 October 2014 to 30 November 2014 

Total = $ 230.00 


Two Tone 

Albuquerque AVC 
Barbara Thswell Miller 
AVC of Greater Kansas City 
Doreen Hassan 

In memory of my dear 
friend Ilene Rhodas 



Multi Color 

Loveland Sweetheart 
Violeties Society 
In memory of Darlene Rea RaSe 
In memory of Nancy Nygren 

Thumbprint 

Moonlight AVS/Texas 



In memory of Robert Scherer 
Gail Podany 
Arthur Fredrickson 
Susan Carter 

New York State Council of AV 
Judges 

Carolyn Myers 


AVSA 2015 Convention Souvenir Book 


This year's convention is in Kansas City, Mis¬ 
souri, May 24 to May 31, 2015. The theme is: 
“African Violets Love Kansas City Jazz, Blues and 
BBQ”. 

Ads can be well wishes or advertising 
which will help defray costs. Ads are an 
excellent way to promote your organization. 

The maximum size of a full page ad is 8" high 
x 5” wide, a half page is 4" high x 5” wide and a 
quarter page is 2" high x 5" wide. Prices for the 
ads are the same as in 2014. The rates for the 
ads are: quarter page $30.00, half page $50.00 
and a full page ad is $90.00, USD. All inside ads 
will be in black and white. We also offer three full 
page ads available placed on the inside front cover, 


inside back cover, and outside back cover for 
$125.00, USD printed in black and white or 
$150.00, USD printed in color (cover pages only). 

To purchase an ad, please contact Mark Whit- 
mer, Souvenir Booklet Chair, P 0 Box 6698, Fort 
Smith, AR 72906 or email shermarkw@cox.net. 
The deadline for all ads is April 15, 2015. Camera 
ready copy is preferred (pdf or Word doc or doex 
file). 

Checks or money orders in US dollars, should 
be made payable to MVAVC-2015 Convention. 
Please send your check or money order to: Terri 
Post, MVAVC Treasurer, 29384 Diamante, Sioux 
City, IA 51109. 

Thank you in advance for your support! 
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You Grow What, Where? 

By Linda Hall 
Blue Springs, Missouri 




About ten years ago, I met a man 
named David Bird. He was the curator at 
Powell Gardens in Lone Jack, Missouri. 1 
had seen an article about him in a local 
garden magazine that stated he grew or¬ 
chids and sold them out of a green house 
at his residence. It happened that he 
lived in the same town as I did, so I 
looked him up in the phone book and 
called to see if I could go to his house to 
buy an orchid. Of course, I went and 
bought one orchid. (Those of you who know me 
will find it hard to believe that 1 bought only one, 
but it’s true.) 

1 never saw David again until a year ago, when 
a member of my local violet club was telling me 
about this guy who grew orchids in the caves in 
Kansas City. For those of you who might not be 
familiar with Kansas City, it has many caves used 
for commercial storage. He invited me to go with 
him, his wife, another member of my club, and I 
invited a friend from work. He is only open to the 
public one day a week, so on Tuesday night we all 
met outside the caves and car pooled to go inside 
because parking is limited. I thought, this is nuts! 
We wound around limestone pillars until we came 
to Bird's Botanicals. When we opened the door, I 
was in Heaven! Blooming orchids for as far as the 


eye could see. There was David. Our paths had 
crossed again. He took us on a tour of the whole 
operation and even his "Secret Room" where he 
grows the mysterious black orchid that has no 
leaves, just roots, and so much more. What a 
shopping experience! And yes, I definitely bought 
more that one plant this time. 

David and I talked quite extensively about 
African violets and the other gesneriads that I 
grow. He has been growing in the caves for six 
years. They are climate controlled, and all he does 
is provide ventilation and light for everything to 
thrive. He told me that he had been trying to find 
the right companion plants to sell and raise with 
his orchids. I told him that I would bring him some 
of the crazy things 1 grow and he could try them to 
see if they were comparable. So the next week 1 
brought him three Streptocarpus 
in 4 inch pots. I didn't go back for 
a month. He had potted up the 
plants into 10 inch pots. When I 
went back a month later, I could 
not believe the size of the plants or 
the quantity of blooms. They were 
huge! 

Now here’s the fun part. You 
know how we are all so careful 
not to get water on the leaves or 
in the centers of the plants, well, 
this will blow that theory right out 
of the water! The plants are grown 
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on open egg shell crating. They have a 
constant feed system of fertilizer and 
are “hosed down" once a week with 
a garden hose with a sprayer attached! 

All plants that are grown there are 
cared for the same way. 1 was horrified 
at the way they had been watered. 

Aren’t we supposed to pamper them? 

So much for that theory! The streps 
were beautiful and lush with foliage, 
and the flowers -1 couldn’t count all of 
the blooms. 

At this point, I gave him a class in 
how to propagate them. He put down 
“trays" of leaves with no names on 
them. Thank goodness it was only 
three different varieties, so I could gel 
them. As you can imagine, he had hundreds of 
them. He had no idea how many plants one leaf 
would make. At this point, he needed help, and I 
needed some space to grow some larger gesneri- 
ads. We played “let's make a deal." I started work¬ 
ing for him transplanting babies, and he gave me 
space to grow my gesneriads. What a magnificent 


you saw the monstrous Aeschynanthus I had at 
convention this past year, you now know where I 
grew it - in the caves of Kansas City. 

For more information about the 2015 
Convention Tours in Kansas City, read: 

“Oh, the Places You’ll Go, the Things You’ll 
See!” on page 5. 


Buckeye 
Tea Party 

Exhibited by: 

Sandra Skalski 
Hybridized by-. 

P. Hancock 


Photo Credit: Neil Lipson 



January • February 2015 


African Violet Magazine 25 














V 



» 


le winners are... 

By Mary J. Corondan 


AVS OF SAN FRANCISCO, CA - 
Winners: Best AVSA Mini/Semi 
Collection: Gleeful Elf, Optimara Rose 
Quartz, Jolly Bells-, Best Miniature: Gleeful 
Elf; Best Trailer: Purple Rain, Madeline 
Taube. Best in Show/Best Standard: 
Optimara EverGlory; Best Semiminiature: 
Rob’s Astro Zombie; Best Design, Doug 
Allen. Best Gesneriad: Streptocarpiis 
‘Wine Red’, Linda Parsons. 


BALTIMORE AVC, MD - Winners: Best 
AVSA Standard Collection: Magnolia, Prince of 
Dixie, Lyon’s Red Rocket; Best Design; Design 
Sweepstakes, Marie Burns. Best in Show/Best 
Semiminiature: Optimara Little Hopi 11; Best 
Miniature: Pink Dove; Best Ttailer: PLxie Blue; Best 
Gesneriad: Primulina longangensis ; Horticulture 
Sweepstakes, Shirley Huffman. Best Standard: 
Carolina Ariosa; Best Species: Saintpaulia 
ionanatha 5a clone grandifolia No. 257, Rodney 
Barnett. 

CEDAR VALLEY AVC, LA - Winners: Best 
AVSA Standard Collection: Annabelle, Optimara 
Oklahoma, Therese, Ginny Plalte. 2nd Best AVSA 
Standard Collection: Honeysuckle Rose, Serna, 
Sweet Amy Sue, Elaine Schnell. Best in Show/Best 
'Railer: Linda Darnel; Best Miniature: Rob’s Vanilla 
Pink; Best Species: Saintpaulia ionantha subspecies 
velutina-. Horticulture Sweepstakes, Jan Tyler- 
Blanchard. Best Standard: Optimara EverPrecious, 
Catherine Thompson. Best Gesneriad: 
Petrocosmea cavaleriel, Barb Pershing. Best 
Design, Carol Magoon. 

DELTA GESNERIAD & AVS, CA - Winners: 

Best AVSA Standard Collection: Wild Irish Rose, 
Optimara Ever Beautiful, Cajun’s Royal Knockout; 
Best Species Collection: Saintpaulia ionantha 
subspecies grotei, Saintpaulia 5cl clone 
tongwensis, Saintpaulia 5c 1 clone ionantha ; Best 
in Show/Best Standard: Wild Irish Rose; Best 
Miniature: Shirks Hawaiian Lei; Best Ttailer: Rob’s 
Boolaroo; Best Species: Saintpaulia 5c 1 clone 
ionantha, Jeanne Hatfield. Best AVSA Semi/Mini 
Collection: Boo Man, Jolly Magic, Lollipop Kid; Best 



434 Plumwood Way • Fairview, TX 75069 
Email: mcorondan@yahoo.com 

Semiminiature: Jolly Magic; Best 
Gesneriad: Primulina ‘Vietnam’; Best 
Design; Horticulture Sweepstakes, Design 
Sweepstakes, Cindi Nofziger. 

OHIO STATE AVS, OH - Winners: 

Best AVSA Standard Collection: Optimara 
j EverGrace, Optimara EverPraise, 
j Rhapsodie Evelyn; 2nd Best AVSA 
Mini/SemiCollection: Jolly Frills, Jolly Rain, 
Cool Blue; Best Tlailer: Milky Way Trail, 
Pat Gibson. Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: 
Rob’s Slap Happy, Jersey Sugar Plums, Jolly Devil; 
Best Semiminiature: Jolly Devil; Best Miniature: Jolly 
Orchid; Horticulture Sweepstakes, Debbie Mclnnis. 
Best in Show/Best Standard: Ma’s Blue Spinner, 
Marge Ferrand. Best Species: Saintpaulia 
ionantha subspecies grandifolia, Nancy Carr. Best 
Gesneriad: Co/umnea ‘Aladin’s Lamp’, Ralph 
Robinson. Best Design, Paul Kroll. Design 
Sweepstakes, Mel Grice. 

OMAHA AV AND GESNERIAD SOCIETY, NB 
-Winners: Best AVSA Standard Collection: Rockin’ 
Robin, Tritanka, Buckeye Delightful; Best in 
Show/Best Standard: Thtanka; Best Gesneriad: 
Primulina ‘Patina’; Horticulture Sweepstakes, Kent 
Stork. 2nd Best AVSA Standard Collection: Cajun's 
Flamboyant Mistress, Funambule, Wisdom; Best 
Trailer: Champagne Pink, Joyce Stork. Best 
Semiminiature: Rob’s Zinfandel, Diann Toler. Best 
Design; Design Sweepstakes, Brandon Erikson. 

OTTAWA AVS, ONTARIO - Winners: Best 
AVSA Standard Collection: Buckeye Seductress, 
Buckeye Too Tempting, Buckeye Love’s Caress; Best 
Species: Saintpaulia 5cl clone tongwensis Uppsala, 
Saintpaulia 5h clone velutina, Saintpaulia 5c 1 
clone ionantha; Best in Show/Best Species: 
Saintpaulia 5h clone velutina; Best Standard: 
Buckeye Too Tempting; Horticulture Sweepstakes, 
Eileen McGrath. Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: 
Senk’s Vespa Verde, Mac’s Misty Meadow, Green 
Dragon; Best Semiminiature: Mac’s Misty Meadow; 
Best Miniature: Ness' Angel Blush, Diane Page. 
Best Ttailer: Cherokee Trail; Best Design, Pierre 
LaforesL Design Sweepstakes, Sandy Black. 
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...or Not Phone: (610) 356-6183 

By Neil Lipson Email: ndlipson@gmaiI.com 

Getting the Color Right 

The Easy Way to Color Balance Your African Violet Photos 


" 


I started this article a year ago. 

However, as time went by, I realized 
there was much more to doing the ar¬ 
ticle comprehensively than I originally 
thought. 1 get calls all the time from 
growers who ask, “Why does my pur¬ 
ple violet photo look blue on the mon¬ 
itor?" I also hear, “Why are the photos 
of red blossoms so intense?" Most of 
these questions are from growers who 
have expensive cameras and still have 
this problem. After working on this 
issue for over a year, 1 finally got the answers I 
needed. A lot of the information out there is sim¬ 
ply incorrect, so 1 had to separate the truth from 
the fiction. It took quite a bit of analysis, but I had 
to get this right, for myself and for the AVM read¬ 
ers. 1 had to achieve three goals in doing this: 
making it foolproof, keeping the cost down, and 
make it simple. Here goes. 

The first thing 1 had to do is color calibrate my 
monitor. To make the job easier, I purchased the 
Spyder 4 Pro by Datacolor, and the setup was 
straight forward. It can also be done manually 
using free utilities on the web; however, I really 
wanted to take into account the room lighting as 
well as the colors on the screen. Why? Because 
the room lights will necessitate adjusting the mon¬ 
itor brightness so what you're seeing is true and 
correct. 

In about ten minutes, my monitor was cali¬ 
brated. I first had to figure how the controls on my 
monitor worked, but after I was done, it was dead 
on. Every different manufacturer has a different 
way to adjust the monitor, but it is not difficult 
once you read the manual. My monitor was only 
about $120, so it is not a “professional" monitor in 
any way, but it now gives accurate color. 

If you want to do it for free, you can manually 



calibrate your monitor using informa¬ 
tion from many websites. Here’s a 
good starting point: 
www.onecomputerguy.com/windows7/ 
windows7_calibrate_color.htm 

if you have Windows 7. If you 
have Windows XP, or 8, you can use 
Google and type in “monitor color cal¬ 
ibration tool” and your operating sys¬ 
tem, including MAC. Allow the 
monitor to be on for at 1/2 hour to 
stabilize the readings before you start 
the calibrations. 

I also use a white-gray-black card, and include 
it in the photo for further calibration and white bal¬ 
ance. These sell for only a few dollars on Amazon. 
Many (but not all) of the photo editing programs 
have a way to click on the white, gray, and black 
areas of the photos to adjust color balance in order 
to really zero in on your white balance. 



Gray Card 

Regardless, many photo labs usually can bal¬ 
ance your photos if you have either the gray card 
in the photo, or even in a separate photo taken 
under the same lighting. I did not survey which 
of them do, so ask ahead of time for this 
information. Here is a good site for using your 
gray card in your photographs: 
http://digital-photography-school.com/get-your- 
white-balance-right-in-seconds-using-grey-card/ 
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Now, to separate the facts from the fiction I had 
heard for this type of photography, I experimented 
to see what was really true, or not. The first was 
that the lighting you used would make a differ¬ 
ence. For the most part, after many tests, I was 
surprised that most cameras absolutely can be set 
to adjust for almost all lighting conditions, but 
there were exceptions. Daylight is not a constant 
color temperature, for example, with direct sunlight 
being different than a northern exposure where the 
sun is not illuminating the object. Also, fluores¬ 
cent lamps have color temperatures that vary all 
over the place, except for a special group of color- 
corrected lamps which are called high color rendi¬ 
tion index lamps, or for short, high CR1. 

However, flash photography is just about uni¬ 
versally perfect as far as color goes, regardless of 
whether you're using an inexpensive or expensive 
flash. And daylight, regardless of whether it is 
northern light or direct, can be corrected using the 
gray cards. Many fluorescent lamps, especially the 
cheap ones that have a low CRI, just cannot be cor¬ 
rected because the light is not “smooth," and in¬ 
stead have a bunch of different color spikes. Look 
at the figure on the spectrums of different light 
sources and pay close attention to the curve for flu¬ 
orescent lamps. It is by no means smooth. The 
blues may come out fine, but purples may not, or 
vice versa. Spectrum Lamps 

OoyOght 


which means that under certain light they will 
“glow.” Colors will appear more intense and the 
fluorescence will depend on the light. It can hap¬ 
pen with one kind of flower and not as much as 
with another. It can also happen with one kind of 
light and not another. 

Another factor with colors being over-saturated 
concerns the type of background you use. For 
years, I personally used black backgrounds, that 
frequently threw' off the camera sensor. After 
much experimentation, 1 tried a white background, 
and the colors settled in much better, at a cost of 
the photo not “popping.” This was a surprise to 
me, and now I'll do most of my African violet pho¬ 
tography with a white background, unless I do 
shots of variegated plants, w'hich seem to look bet¬ 
ter with the black background. Trike note of the 
same plant photographed with either a white or 
black background to understand how much effect 
this has on your photography. 

One of the biggest surprises that explained why 
some flowers had incorrect color is that the entire 
photograph was off. In other words, when you 
photograph the plant on a certain background and 
the blossoms were not the correct color, it turned 
out that the leaves were also not exactly right ei¬ 
ther, but the focus of your attention was only the 
blossoms. In fact, in many photos, there were 
only two colors, the blossoms and the leaves. The 

backgrounds in 


Fluorescent 


many cases 
were white or 
black. 

This can be 
quickly notced 


and corrected 
ny putting in 
the gray card 
somewhere in 
the photo, so 
you have a sta¬ 
ble reference as 
to whether the 
gray actually 

Now, there were a few surprises on what colors looks grey or tinted. As mentioned before, most 
appear correct depending on a few different situa- post-processing programs have ways to correct the 
tions. It turns out that some flowers fluoresce, gray scale, which actually corrects the entire pho- 
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‘Eternal Orbit,' black background 


tograph. If you supply a photo of one of your 
plants with the gray scale somewhere in the pho¬ 
tos, placed to the side, most photo processors at 
the lab can adjust all of your photos with the click 
of a button. Let the lab know that the calibration 
photo is included and the frame number of this 
photo so they know how to adjust all the prints. 
They will then use the gray card in this photo for 
adjustment of the other photographs. 

1 found that every lens I used for my Canon 7D 
and 60D gave accurate color, and for all of my 
shooting, I used my trusty set of Thmron lenses. 
For DSLR’s, Tamron gives excellent results for a 
very reasonable price, and you don’t need to spend 
a lot of money for better lens. If you have a point 
and shoot, and you use a gray scale for calibration, 
you will also achieve excellent results. Even smart 
phones now have free or inexpensive programs to 
correct your photos. 

To do an actual scientific test of how accurate 
the colors were in my experiments, 1 actually used 
the X-rite Color Checker Passport Card, which is 
available on Amazon, to make sure all the colors 
were accurate. This card has fifty different color 
swatches and various shades of 
gray to getting the color exactly 
the way it should be. Shown is 
a photo of the X-rite card. 

The X-rite card came in 
handy when I was “calibrating” 
the color of the flower with the 
same color of the swatch. 

When the flash went off, the 
flower fluoresced but the 



‘Eternal Orbit,' white background 


swatch didn’t. This is the problem with nature as 
blooms need to attract insects for pollination, and 
the sun hitting the flower will actually make the 
color pop, while the same flower indoors, may not. 
You can now see the problems that plant photog¬ 
raphers have and how difficult it can be to fix these 
problems. 

Conclusion and Summary 

• Do not use inexpensive fluorescent lamps for 
photography. 

• Use a white background for color accuracy, 
or black, only if you have software to fix the color. 

• Buy an inexpensive 18% gray scale for the 
calibration in the photo. 

• Calibrate your computer monitor for color 
balance. 

Getting the color right for African violet 
photography is straight-forward and doesn’t 
involve complicated procedures, but simply using 
the above ideas. As new cameras are introduced, 
the process will be even easier. 

1 would like to thank Carolee Carter for her 
proofreading and her tips and knowledge in 
photography. 

Neil Lipson is a Jull-time 
computer consultant. He can 
be reached by emailing him at 
ndlipson@gmail.com or calling 
610-356-6183 after lpm 
Eastern time. He will return 
your call. 
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Growing Tips 

By Ina Beaver 

Reprinted from a much earlier issue of Chatter, Official Journal of the AVS of Canada 


Make a note of when each violet comes into 
bloom well ahead of an upcoming show. Some 
plants produce bloom stalks either more quickly, or 
more slowly, than the recommended eight weeks 
for doubles or six weeks for singles. Weather makes 
a difference even for those of us who grow under 
lights. For spring shows, warm sunny weather 
may bring on blooms a week or more ahead of 
time, while cold rainy weather delays them. Luck, 
as well as “know how” makes a blue ribbon ex¬ 
hibit. All of us who enter shows know the feeling 
of having to leave a potential blue ribbon plant 
home that we’ve babied for months. A winning 
plant never gets that way in a short time. 

To push a violet into opening reluctant blos¬ 
soms, place the plant on a spatter screen over a 
pot of hot water several times a day. To delay a 
plant from blooming too soon, place it in a cool 
spot. It also helps to pray a lot! 

If your plant leaves are hugging the pot, the 
plant may have been allowed to dry out too much, 
or it’s trying to escape too much light (the outer 
leaves have probably bleached out too). Or maybe 
it’s inclined to do so naturally. Many of the girl 
leaf varieties do this. Use a leaf support ring or 
make one by cutting a plastic or paper plate in 
half-cut a small circle in the center of the plate and 
gently insert the two halves under the leaves, tap¬ 
ing the plate if necessary. Leave in place until the 
leaves firm up. 

If the leaves of your violets turn up instead of 
properly over-lapping the cause is usually insuffi¬ 
cient light. They may be too close to other plants or 
the leaves may just want to misbehave. Give the 


plant more room, place it on tinfoil (shiny side up), 
or place a coin on a wayward leaf, and the weight 
of the coin will force the leaf down. 

To correct symmetry on a show plant, let it dry 
out a bit, move the leaf slightly towards the desired 
position, and hold the petiole (stem) in place with 
a plastic stake. Keep doing this every few days until 
the leaf is in its proper position. 

If the crown of a variegated African violet be¬ 
comes all white, feed it with 10-10-27 or 
20-20-20 fertilizer. Leaves with very little green 
are incapable of growth. I like to feed my starter 
plants with 20-20-20, graduating to 5-50-17 as 
they become established. If variegation is lost, it’s 
usually caused by too much heat. Some plants will 
revert to normal variegation later in the crown, 
but the green leaves will remain green. Some cul- 
tivars never do regain their variegation. If you’re 
growing in a warm room, try to keep variegated 
plants as cool as possible; most of them are satis¬ 
fied with a bit less light. 

As a rule of thumb, dark-leafed plants with dark 
blooms require the most light, next are 
lighter-leafed plants, then variegated. Some grow¬ 
ers will disagree with me, so know your plants. 

High temperatures may cause centers to become 
tight, bloom stalks to be shorter, or blooms failing 
to open or fading quickly. 

Lack of humidity may cause blooms to dry up 
instead of opening. Plants grown under lights may 
be sprayed lightly with hot water. Place plants 
grown in natural light on saucers over trays of 
water with stones or marbles on the bottom. 
Grouping plants together helps. 


Preventing Root Shock 

By Joyce Stork 

I find that I rarely have root shock after repot- container or bag (set away from direct sunlight) 
ting if I’m using a light porous potting mix (equal for about one month after transplanting, 
parts of sphagnum peat moss, perlite, and vermic- 

ulite) and if the plants are enclosed in a clear From the AVSA website FAQ Section 
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In Memory 

Virginia Marie Hamilton waiting for it to open - ready to stampede in with the 

Members of the St. Louis Metropolitan African Vi- rest of the crowd, 

olet Council were saddened at the death of long-time Lorraine was an avid gardener, winning many 

member, Virginia Marie Hamilton on July 30, 2014. awards in local Iris shows. For many years she bred 
Virginia was among the members who chartered and showed Champion Cocker Spanials and Shi Tzu. 

the Gateway West Gesneriad Society and she single- To many in Memphis she was also known as the 
handedly started the Inner City Club. She was a Bird Lady of Memphis, with a large aviary in her 

long- time senior judge and she and her husband, backyard where she raised Cockatiels, Budgies, Ca- 
Edward never missed the Metro show, which she naries, and Finches. 

attended just five days before her death. Lorraine will be missed by all the members of the 

Lorraine Johnson Memphis AVS. 

The Memphis AVS lost a valued member on Sep- Virginia Ellis 

tember 16, 2014. Lorraine Johnson was 81 years Virginia Ellis, a Life Member of AVSA for over 

old, but still very much young at heart. Lorraine twenty-three years, died on October 29, 2014. She 
moved to Memphis in 1959, and soon became fas- was 93. A resident of the Ventura county area in 
cinated by African violets. In 1972 she won the California, she was an active member of both the 
Helen Van Zele Presidents Award at the Dixie AV Ventura County and Thousand Oaks African violet 
Convention. Over the last 48 years she continued to clubs. She enjoyed not only growing violets, but the 
win many rosettes and blue ribbons in both Horti- friendships that she made along the way. Virginia 
culture and Design in local violet club shows. Lor- grew standards, miniatures, and trailers. She en- 

raine loved to travel and as an Advanced Judge, joyed sharing her knowledge about growing violets, 
judged at many of the regional African violet shows, and shared leaf clippings and plants with her club 
She also loved going to the regional conventions, members. She always entered violets in at least ten 
and traveled to Missouri Valley, Mid Atlantic, and different classes, two design categories, and won 
Dixie conventions over the years, as well as the blue ribbons. A frequent winner of "Best in Class" 
AVSA national conventions. Lorraine could be found ribbons, she was also won “Best in Show" several 
milling around in front of the sales room door just times. 
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The Most Useful Tool for Working on My Plants 

By Anne Brown - Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 


Through the years, I have found that many of 
the items I find most useful in the violet room are 
not really intended for plants. Looking around my 
plant room, 1 see hockey pucks being used to raise 
some plants closer to the lights - either one by it¬ 
self or a stack of them. Eyebrow tweezers work 
well to nip off flower buds as 1 disbud for show, 
Mott’s individual applesauce cups make great 
saucers for miniatures, and clean meat trays catch 
the soil that spills when I repot. However, my fa¬ 
vorite tool came in a kit one of the kids got to make 
a leather belt. It is made of wood and shaped just 


like a dull pencil, without the lead. With a bit of 
practice, I find it the easiest tool to use when re¬ 
moving suckers. It is especially good at plucking 
suckers from small plants, whether l am harvest¬ 
ing them to grow on, or just removing them from 
my show plants. 

I happened to mention this nifty tool at one of 
our club meetings, and one talented member de¬ 
cided she could make these for each of us. The club 
was delighted, and we all find them useful tools. 

From Chatter, Journal of the AVS of Canada 
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Photo Credit: Neil Lipson 


Chicago Flair 

Exhibited by: Neil Lipson 
Hybridized by: D. Hoover 
Stardard 
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Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


Rob’s Ditzi Mitzi 

Exhibited by: Andrew Norris 
Hybridized by: R. Robinson 
Semiminiature Chimera 
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WICK WATERING 

By Heather Harkness 


Wick Watering is a method favored by growers 
with large collections. It is mostly efficient and cuts 
down the amount of time spent watering. How¬ 
ever, knowing that your plants are getting water 
and nutrients, it is very easy to leave your plants 
to their own devices. This can lead to problems 
such as wayward leaves, pests gaining control, 
dead leaves, flowers causing rot, and so on. 

So, it is still important to give your plants the 
'once-over' each week. Basically, wick watering is 
a self-watering system using a wick and a reser¬ 
voir. The wick must be of a synthetic fiber such as 
nylon Venetian blind cord, acrylic yam, strips of 
nylon stocking, or any other non-rotting fiber. 

Venetian blind cord can stick up some distance 
into the pot as well as extending down into the 
reservoir; acrylic yam can be coiled around the in¬ 
side at the bottom of the pot with enough length to 
reach the bottom of the reservoir. It is a good idea 
to soak new wicks in water containing dishwash¬ 
ing detergent as this breaks the surface tension and 
enables the yam to conduct the water more easily 
to the plant. Commercial reservoirs are available, 
but there are usually plenty of containers around 
the home that make suitable reservoirs. Carry-out 
food containers, containers from the deli, and mar¬ 
garine containers are just some that can be adapted 
to your requirements. As long as it is large enough 
to hold enough water for about three weeks, and 
has a good fitting lid, you are in business. 

Obviously, a hole is required in the lid for the 
wick to pass through. It is a good idea to drill a sec¬ 
ond hole nearer to the edge, which you can use for 
refilling the reservoir without lifting off the pot. 

Wick watering works by capillary action. Water 
and nutrients travel up the cord and keep the pot¬ 
ting mix moist, but not soggy. As with the other 
methods of watering, the potting mix must be open 
and airy rather than a heavy mix, which will keep 
the plant too wet. Bear in mind, too, that wicks can 
vary with the different types wicking at different 
rates. 

It is a matter of experimentation at first to get 


the combination of wick and potting mix just right. 
In some instances, the potting mix can become 
samrated because the wick is too absorbent. If this 
happens, change to a thinner wick or when re-pot- 
ting only allow the wick to extend about 3-4 cms 
into the pot. Less water will then be drawn up. 
Also, check your potting mix. It may be too heavy. 
If a plant becomes too dry on the wick system, it 
could be that the wick is not absorbent enough. In 
this case, change the wick to a thicker one, or use 
two wicks in the pot. Look at the texture of the 
wick. A loosely woven one will draw up more 
water than a tightly woven one. 

Sometimes the wick can be covered in algae 
and roots. In this case, replace the wick or wash it 
carefully without removing from the pot. Algae can 
be a problem with wick watering, especially with a 
clear container, light can penetrate it, and the algae 
blooms. Other than excluding the light by using 
colored or opaque containers, there is not much 
that can be done except frequent washing with 
bleach added to the washing water. 

When potting the plant, the wick should be wet 
and inserted into the pot as described above. The 
potting mix should be moistened, then plant in the 
usual way. The potting mix and the wick need to 
be moistened so that the wick can start drawing 
up the water. Sit the plant on the lid of the reser¬ 
voir with the wick dangling into the container of 
water. 

The plant should then be kept moist by drawing 
up water until the reservoir is empty. Once again, 
keep a watch on your plants. 

In hot weather, the water supply can be used 
up rather quickly, and, in the winter time, it is 
sometimes necessary to remove the pots from the 
reservoirs as they do not need as much food and 
they can become too cold. 

Fertilizer can be added in a more diluted amount 
to the water in the reservoir, thus giving the plant 
a continuous supply of food, as well as yet again 
making the grower’s job less difficult. The constant 
supply of food and moisture usually contributes to 
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quicker and stronger plant growth than can be 
achieved with the top or bottom watering methods. 

If you have a big collection, then it is possible to 
use community type reservoirs, which will hold 
several plants. A large tray, such as a kitty litter 
tray, capable of holding about 3 cms of water, with 
wire mesh or a cake cooling rack to support the 
pots above the water level, is ideal. The wicks pass 
down through the wire mesh into the tray. Refill¬ 
ing the trays takes less time than refilling individ¬ 
ual reservoirs, but do keep an eye on your plants. 

There is a slight risk with this communal sys¬ 
tem. If one of the violets develops a disease or is at¬ 
tacked by pests, then the problem can spread 
easily and quickly to the other plants. I feel that 
the slight risk is outweighed by the time and effort 
saved in watering and feeding the plants. 


As with other watering methods, it is possible to 
allow the reservoir to remain dry for a day or two, 
and even allow the top surface of the potting mix 
to dry out a little, but do not allow the whole pot 
to become dry. If a newly potted plant is drying 
out, it is likely to be because the wick and the pot¬ 
ting mix were not moist enough for the capillary 
action to begin. Water again and set the pot back 
on the reservoir. When using communal trays, 
make sure that the shelf is level. If not, one end of 
the container may not supply enough water for the 
wicks. I have rectified this problem by placing a 
small length of wooden beading under one edge of 
the tray to level it. 

From the Newsletter of the Early Morn AV 
Group, Inc., Australia 


Variegated Foliage Culture 

By Ethel Champion 


Culture of the African violet with variegated fo¬ 
liage is the same for all violets, with the exception 
of the areas where a little special care will bring 
better results. The two factors which seem to in¬ 
fluence the variegation are cool temperatures and 
good light. No special soil is required or special care 
in the choice or use of fertilizers. These things are 
very important, but only because they are violets, 
and not because they are variegated. 

Cool temperatures seem to be the one most im¬ 
portant factor in keeping colored foliage. When the 
temperatures go up past 70 degrees, the variega¬ 
tion goes down. Placing the plants on the lower 
shelves will help as will air conditioning and nice 
cool basements. 

Good light is second in importance. Plants vary 
in their light requirements, and a little experimen¬ 
tation is necessary for good results. Usually, a cen¬ 
ter pot under the lights or a place close to the 
window will keep the variegation. Sometimes plac¬ 
ing them on an upturned pot will bring even bet¬ 
ter results by putting them closer to the light. 

The soil requirements are no different than for 
any other violet. It should be rich, loose, and con¬ 
tain moisture retaining material. 

Fertilizer is added to the water each time about 


1/4 strength. Hyponex (old formula) is used most 
frequently and alternated with all the other dry 
types mixed together and used at the rate of a 
rounded teaspoon to a pail of water. Hyponex is 
used because we need the potash and alternated 
with the others which are high in phosphorus, 
which is necessary for the variegated varieties as 
for other violets for growth. We all want vigorous, 
free blooming violets along with variegation. Ni¬ 
trogen means good growth, and with the new 
growth comes the variegation we want. pH is often 
overlooked by the amateur. Violets prefer a range 
of 6.5 to 7.0, and if the pH is allowed to drop 
below this, growth is slowed and so variegation is 
lessened. Watering with lime water will raise the 
pH, but testing first is always wise. 

The same general good culture is needed for the 
variegated foliage varieties as for all violets and j 
nothing more. Any soil that grows a good vigorous 
violet should grow a variegated one if the temper¬ 
ature is kept low. Perhaps poor culture results in 
poor growth, and slow growth means less varie¬ 
gation. A positive approach to this is to make sure 
that the plants are repotted just a little before they 
need it. 

From the Empire AVMagazine 
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Meeting Place Survey Results 

Time to Make a Change? 

Compiled from information provided by our AVSA Affiliate Clubs 
Presented by the AVSA Membership Affiliate Subcommittee 
Kathy Bell, Chair <bellkk@peoplepc.com> 


Meeting places, starting with most common: 

Churches - fee required. 

Member’s homes. 

Public Libraries - Free 
Assisted Living - Free 
Garden Center/Club 
Convention & Visitor Bureau 
Senior/Retirement Center 
Volunteer Ambulance Corp. 

Fire Department Hall - Free (give a donation) 
Arboretum 
Panera Social Room 
City Park, Nature Center - donate time 
Community Room City Police Department - 
Free 

City Owned Building 
Botanical Garden Center 
City Municipal Building - Free 
Park Conservatory - Free 
Restaurant meeting rooms- 
Co-op Store - Free 
Veterans of America Center 
Most of these require a rental payment for 
dub meetings, which can be expensive and could 
be why some people do not join; are your club 
dues too high? 

How to find a meeting place: 

Club member suggestions: City’s Convention & 
Visitors Bureau (web site), places people work, 
city libraries, members church, or find churches 
on the Internet. There is also word of mouth, and 
some clubs meet in member’s homes because of 
cost, but as you can see there are places that do 
not charge fees. 

Meeting day and time starting with most 
popular: 

Saturday morning and evening- about the 
same. 

Wednesday morning and evening, mostly 
evening. 


Sunday afternoon. 

Tuesday morning and evening, mostly morn¬ 
ing. 

Thursday morning and evening, mostly 
evening. 

Monday evening. 

Friday morning. 

This might get you to thinking about changing 
the day and time you meet. If you want your 
club to grow, you need at least two meetings a 
month; one in the evening and one during the 
day so you can attract those who work, and those 
unable to drive at night - covering all the bases! 

Meeting down time: 

A lot of clubs don't meet over the summer, or 
the month of December. My club, unfortunately, 
discovered that it caused us to lose members. We 
had new members in April after our March show, 
a potluck in May and nothing over the summer. 
Many just didn't come back in September. 

What change did we make? Summer Pro¬ 
grams, just a fun program (no business) mostly 
for beginners on a Saturday each month. It 
made a big difference! Most new members re¬ 
turned in September. Here are some of the things 
that other clubs do; picnics, potlucks, dining out 
together, field trips, lunch holiday party, and get 
together to play violet bingo. 

How many members attend meetings on 
a regular basis? The average is 80% and this 
is great! 

Why don’t visitors return? 

Business meetings are too boring, or it’s hard 
to find programs for both new and veterans. 
(Another reason for the summer programs, they 
get new members somewhat up to speed.) 

Other activities 

Just wanted advice 

Don’t want to be involved/committed to a club. 

Distance [if this is a regular problem you may 
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want to find a new location!) 

They don’t grow violets. ( You might want to 
give them some plants and set them up with a 
mentor.) 

Date and time not convenient. If this happens 
on a regular basis, you may need to change your 
meeting day and time. 

Don't like to drive at night. Start a day 
meeting! 

People interested in joining your club may not 
feel comfortable coming to a stranger’s home. {It 
is also not a good idea to advertise meetings held 
in homes in the newspaper and you need to ad¬ 
vertise your meetings to grow.) 

Their plants died. {Again, give them some 
plants and set them up with a mentor. I know 
sometimes it is just a reason they give because 
they are not interested, but if you offer more 


plants and a mentor, they are often interested, 
and will give it another try.) 

In order for your club to grow, and help AVSA 
grow, you may need to make some changes, and 
I hope the above information helps. Make your 
meetings FUN, keep your business meetings 
short! Have the program FIRST, so the visitor 
doesn't have to sit through a business meeting. 
Tell the visitor that they can leave when the busi¬ 
ness meeting is going to start. In my club, we tell 
them they can leave if they would like, and we 
have never had one leave; in fact, they usually 
join. 

Don't forget that advertising your meetings is 
very important! Thke advantage of complimen¬ 
tary advertising in newspapers, Facebook, web¬ 
sites, Craig’s List, etc. If you need help or 
have questions, please feel free to contact me. 


INSERTING A PLANT INTO A DISH 
GARDEN OR TERRARIUM 

by Claire O’Shea 


If you are planting a dish garden or terrarium 
to enter in your Annual Show and your design is 
missing the perfect plant, or one of your plants is 
not sufficiently mature or flowering, no drama! 
You can still enter and don’t have to delay your 
planting while waiting for a suitable plant to be 
found, grow bigger, or come into flower. 

You can add it at a later date. It only takes a 
minute or two to both prepare a space and insert 
the plant. 

Plant up your dish garden or terrarium in ac¬ 
cordance with your design, but place an empty 
pot (‘dummy pot’) of the same size as your miss¬ 
ing plant in the planned place. This will not only 
provide a perfectly molded hole to drop the plant 
into prior to entry but will also prevent the other 
plants’ roots filling the space and needing to be 
disturbed. At this stage, do not add any pebbles, 
sand, or sphagnum moss to hide the potting mix. 


Closer to the show when you have obtained 
your desired plant or it is of a suitable size or 
coming into bloom, you can add it to your 
arrangement. Carefully remove your ‘dummy’ 
pot. Depending upon the depth of your potting 
mix and the depth to which you were able to 
submerge your ‘dummy’ pot, you may need to 
remove some of your plant's root ball. Carefully 
un-pot your plant, remove the appropriate 
amount of root ball as necessary, decide on the 
best ‘view’ of your plant, and insert it into the 
waiting hole. Fill in as necessary with potting 
mix. Finalize your planting with pebbles, sand, 
sphagnum moss, and any ornaments. Water 
your arrangement sparingly with a spray bottle. 
Drain and bring it along to enter into the Show. 
(While obvious from my instructions, make sure 
not to leave any pots either empty or containing 
plants in your arrangement.) 
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Other Factors Controlling 
African Violet Growth 


If water, nutrients, and light are supplied in 
adequate quantities, what else controls growth? 

Hormones manufactured by the plant do this. 
Indole acetic acid (IAA) is produced in the shoot 
and gradually moves downward through the 
plant. It stimulates the growth of the apical shoot 
and retards lateral shoot (sideshoot) growth. In 
very low concentrations, it stimulates the for¬ 
mation of adventitious roots. These are roots 
which grow from stem tissue or cuttings - not 
other roots. A hint when putting down leaves is 
not to use hormone on the cut surface, as al¬ 
though it will stimulate new roots, shoot growth 
will be retarded. The leaf itself contains enough 
IAA to produce roots. However, when putting 
down a crown cutting, rooting hormone is help¬ 


ful as a shoot is already present in the crown 
and roots from the bare stem develop more 
quickly. 

Growth of flowers is stimulated by a hormone 
called phytochrome which responds to certain 
light and dark periods sending chemical mes¬ 
sages to axillary buds to change from side- 
shoots to flower buds. In some plants, this only 
takes place at certain temperatures. 

What does all this mean for us? We need to 
supply fertilizer, water, the best temperature, and 
light and let the plant do the rest! However, be 
careful in the use of hormones. 


From the Newsletter of the Early Morn AV 


What is First Class? 

By Jim Toms 


First Class is a computer application distrib¬ 
uted by the African Violet Society of America, 
Inc. It is now in its second version known as 
First Class 2. Its database is the African Violet 
Master List, the official list of all registered 
African violet varieties and many unregistered 
cultivars as well. It contains a total of 17,000 
records; 10,000 of them are registered African 
violets. 

What does First Class Do? 

First Class will: 

* display all entries in the African Violet Mas¬ 
ter List which can be searched alphabetically 

* display any entries created by the user for 
unlisted plants, 

* allow the user to search for variety names 
based on a general description of a plant, 

* allow the user to make lists of plants in 
his/her collection choosing the descriptive fields 


required by the individual user (wish lists, lists of 
leaves put down, etc.) and print those lists as 
plain lists, lists with photos, labels, or labels with 
photos. 

* allow the user to create a personal database 
of unregistered and unlisted varieties in addition 
to the AVML database. Other plant groups such 
as gesneriads in the user’s collection may be 
added. Items in the user database will display 
when the user searches the AVML database. 

* update its own database automatically six 
times a year. (The user must initiate the action.) 
New or updated descriptions will be downloaded 
along with new or changed photos. 

* display photos in the database and accept 
deletions and additions of photos to the data¬ 
base. 

From Chatter, Journal of the AVS of Canada 
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Worth Repeating: Back To The Basics 

by Mrs. Charles S. Hawley from the June, 1981 African Violet Magazine 


In the beginning it is just one violet; then 
two or three purchased compulsively in a super 
market or garden center. A broken leaf is placed 
in water and eventually sprouts tiny little 
plants. Then for some unknown reason disaster 
strikes; a plant will become limp, the leaves be¬ 
come smaller with longer petioles and there is 
no bloom. Outer leaves will begin to die and 
when removed, a long stem (neck) develops 
with a few sparse leaves at the end resembling 
an ostrich more than an African violet. Then 
comes the inevitable comment, “I just do not 
have a green thumb!” 

At this point, encouragement is needed and 
the place to begin is to dispel that age-old myth 
about some people having a “green thumb" and 
others do not. The green thumb comes from a 
combination of enjoyment with plants and ac¬ 
quiring knowledge on how to care for them. 

Because African violets are so adaptable to 
every kind of environment it is no mystery as to 
why it has become the most popular house 
plant to grow; but, a certain amount of rudi- 
mental knowledge is necessary if success is to 
be achieved. There are ten factors that unite to 
produce a beautiful African violet. We will ex¬ 
amine some of them here. 

Soil 

We begin with soil, which is of the greatest 
importance. It not only supports the plant but 
supplies it with the necessary moisture and nu¬ 
trients. If plants are not grown in the right soil 
the other factors are of little use. For proper 
growth and development solid should have 
physical properties that enable free root devel¬ 
opment together with passages for air and 
water. It should be slightly acid (6.4-6.9 pH) 
and contain all proper nutrients. In order to in¬ 
sure it against disease organisms and soil in¬ 
sects all soil mixes must be sterilized and stored 
in clean airtight containers so there is no danger 


of re-contamination. There are special violet 
solids that are commercially prepared and these 
are usually already sterilized. A good well-bal¬ 
anced fertilizer should always be used. It should 
contain nitrogen, phosphorous, and potassium 
which are the three necessary elements. Nitro¬ 
gen, promotes growth; phosphorous is neces¬ 
sary for root development and bloom; potassium 
is the catalyst that regulates the whole process. 

There are many fertilizer formulas on the 
market and each label will show them (formula 
examples: 12-36-14 or 15-16-17). These num¬ 
bers represent the proportion of nitrogen, phos¬ 
phorous and potassium in each formula. It is 
wise to select fertilizers that also list the trace el¬ 
ements. For plants to grow normally all these 
ingredients should be in good balance. Fertiliz¬ 
ers should be used as they are recommended on 
the label. The only exception is when a “con¬ 
stant feed" program is being considered. Then 
the amount is reduced to 1/4 the recommended 
strength and the plants are watered with this 
solution at every watering. (A plant that has 
been permitted, for some reason, to become dry 
and wilted should never be fertilized. It must 
first be watered with clear water at intervals 
with small applications until it has become com¬ 
pletely turgid once again. Then the fertilizer 
may be applied.) 

Temperature 

The ideal temperature for African violets is 
from 65 °F to 75 °F. They will not grow to their 
potential in temperatures below 60 degrees but 
they will survive. A temperature below 50 de¬ 
grees is fatal. But, because of their adaptability 
they will do well in temperatures that range 
from 75 to 90 degrees if adequate water, fertil¬ 
izer, and air circulation is provided. 

Editor's Note: The other parts of this article 
will appear in a later edition of this magazine. 
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Where is My Strep? 

By Eve Welts 


Last year, 1 was given part of a Streptocarpus 
leaf, with instructions for propagation by using 
part of a leaf to make a new plant. 1 dutifully 
followed instructions and nothing seemed to 
happen, week after week, for more than three 
months. Not being a paragon of patience, 1 had to 
rely on trust: that I was told it might take a long 
time (it was, after all, winter when things are not 
expected to grow 
rapidly) and the donor 
leaf had looked quite 
healthy. I kept the piece 
of leaf covered with a 
plastic bonnet and 
waited, and waited, and 
waited. Nothing seemed 
to be happening. 

In February I noticed a slight change. It 
appeared some growth was showing, and looking 
like tiny leaves. I continued to leave it under its 
plastic tent, and watered it along with my other 
plants. During the day, I took it off the rack when 
the lights were turned off and put it on a 
windowsill to catch the daylight. 

By mid-February the piece of donor leaf was 
looking hardy. 


Then, my worst nightmare happened. I had 
watered the plants on the rack and realized 1 
couldn’t remember last seeing the Streptocarpus. 
For a week I struggled, looking everywhere I might 
have, (knowing I hadn't) moved the tiny plant. 

With a glorious ‘aha!’ moment, when I looked 
more closely at a little plant that had turned into a 
miniature bush...and wondered what it was. If I 

had the sense to look at 
‘ the obscured label I 

■Mik would have had my 

^ answer, but easy solu- 

W itmFvbi nous uni. come when 

£*-, 1 1 panic. The leaves, 

’ though small, had a 
"-•Xa . definite Streptocarpus 

il look...about an elon¬ 
gated inch and a half and with a slightly hairy 
matte appearance, but I could find no trace of the 
‘mother’ leaf. 

Excited by my discovery, I grabbed a small 
Oyama pot, potted the plant, and marked the date 
as I labeled the pot. By now it was March 10. 

Moral: an old dog (applying it kindly to myself) 
CAN learn new tricks! 

From Ye Bay Stater, Publication of the Bay State AVS 



Raise Your Hand 

By JoAnne Brown 


Dive in, sign up, volunteer - help your club 
make this the best African Violet show ever. Just 
show up; you will enjoy being a part of something 
fabulous. Our club members are the nicest group of 
people you will ever work with, and it won’t even 
seem like work. Introverts and extroverts alike will 
find a way to help. You'll get caught up in the ex¬ 
citement of entries, “ooh" and “ahh” at the plants 
for sale, maybe even find that the plant that you 
left at home might have been a winner. You might 
even think of a new, improved way to solve a 
problem! You will be glad you took the plunge. 

I love working at our shows. You’ll be with peo¬ 


ple who share your interests and you may even 
leam something new about violets. You could help 
set up the show, be a clerk for the Judges, help out 
at the Sales tables, or give a tour. You could be a 
charming representative of your club and discretely 
guard the plants from visitors who just can’t resist 
touching. 

Many clubs have wonderful, experienced peo¬ 
ple, but we all need a lot more wonderful, “inex¬ 
perienced” people -YOU. 

Speak up at your next club meeting and 
volunteer! 

From Ye Bay Stater, Publication of the Bay State AVS 
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Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


Picasso 

Exhibited by: Ben Haning 
Hybridized by: M. TYemblay 
Large 
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in Box 


BySueHqffher 


3015 Timmy Ave. • Clovis, CA 93612 
Email: sueh@csufresno.edu • hafF.sue2@gmail.com 


Hello, Violet Friends, 

By now your plants are probably put¬ 
ting on quite a show for you, blooming 
their heads off, or, at least we hope so. 

Spring always brings a flourish of 
growth and activity in our plant rooms. 

Are you the “Plant Lady” or “Plant 
Guy” in your town or your workplace? If 
you have a blooming violet or two on 
your desk or a nearby windowsill, do the 
others in the office or shop ask you all kinds of 
plant questions? If so, do you know how to an¬ 
swer them? This column is about questions and 
answers, but addressing the questions is not al¬ 
ways a straightforward proposition. Sometimes 
you can be guilty of TM1 (too much information). 
I have seen this on occasion, and have probably 
been guilty of it, myself. The temptation to heap 
violet information on the person asking, say, “Why 
won't my violet bloom?” can be hard to resist. 
(When the questioner's eyes glaze over, you 
should take the hint) 

Still, to give a halfway relevant answer, you 
sometimes need more information. I was a refer¬ 
ence librarian for a number of years and know that 
sometimes a person's first question turns out not to 
be what they really need to know. You have to 
probe a bit to find out more. (In the library biz this 
is called “the reference interview.") So if it seems 
that in my columns I ask more questions than I 
answer, that’s what’s going on. 

Q. We live in a hard water area, so I've been 
collecting rainwater runoffjrom the roof,Jiguring 
I can use it on my violets. My dad says I should be 
cartful with this, as the roof is fairly new and 
there might be chemicals in the roofing material. 
What do you think? 

A. Your dad is probably right to caution you 
about this. Roof runoff water can pick up oils in 
the shingles, tarpaper, and other materials. It can 
also cany dust, leaves, dead bugs, bird droppings, 


and other natural detritus. Some people 
think that the first 10 minutes, or so, of 
the rain event is enough to wash out 
these substances and that you can go 
ahead and put your barrels or buckets 
under the spout after that. Check to see 
if the water is discolored. Can you see 
something like an oil slick on the sur¬ 
face? If you notice these characteristics, 
1 would be leery of using the water on in¬ 
door plants. I use roof ninoff myself but just for 
outdoor plants (and my cats drink it.) I have never 
noticed any plant damage that I could attribute to 
the use of this water. 

On the other hand, if you collect rainwater in 
free-standing containers and it appears clean, it 
might be okay to bring inside for your violets. Most 
rain is pH neutral to slightly acidic; it can become 
more acidic in many places as you travel east; 
more alkaline as you go west. It would be a good 
idea to test it before use, as you might need to ad¬ 
just your potting mix to accommodate it. 

Q. We had a speaker at our garden club tell us 
that we should be very cartful in handling sphag¬ 
num moss, as we could wind up with a really ugly 
skin disease. As sphagnum peat moss is a recom¬ 
mended ingredientjor violet potting mixes, why 
haven't we been alerted to this btfore now? 

A. Don’t confuse sphagnum moss with sphag¬ 
num peat moss. They are not the same product. 
Sphagnum moss is used in the floral industry to 
line wire baskets and make wreaths. It is the living 
moss that grows on top of a sphagnum bog. 
Sphagnum peat moss is used as a soil conditioner 
by gardeners, as well as a constituent of soilless 
potting mixes. It is the dead material that 
accumulates in the lower levels of a sphagnum 
bog. Harvesters of the horticultural peat moss re¬ 
move the top few inches of the live sphagnum 
moss before harvesting the peat from the lower 
levels of the bog. 
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There is apparently some confusion about 
which of the two is actually the source of a fungal 
disease called Cutaneous Sporotrichosis. This is a 
chronic infection identified by ulcerous skin lesions 
and is caused by coming into contact with the fun¬ 
gus, Sporothrix schenckii. Research so far has 
found no cases of this disease being transmitted in 
sphagnum peat moss, the peat moss that violet 
growers routinely handle. However, the fungus 
does live in the top, living portion of the bog that 
is removed before peat harvesting. While the out¬ 
breaks of Sporotrichosis occurred with nursery 
workers exposed to specific contaminated ship¬ 
ments of sphagnum moss, it is probably a good 
idea to use gloves whenever you work with the 
moss, just to be on the safe side. 

Q. I've been using acrylic yamfor the wicks in 
my plantsfor several years, and I'mfinding that 
this material is not very forgiving once it gets all 
dried out. It seems like I have to soak it for a long 
time to get it saturated again. Also, it seems like 
it gets to where it doesn't “draw" anymore; even 
though the wick seems wet, the plant is all dried 
out. Sometimes a wick willfloat to the top of the 
water in the reservoir and I worry whether the 
plant is getting moisture. A lot of time when I 
repot I see that the wick has become kind of hard 
and crusty—probably from our hard water. Is 
there a wicking material that I can use that has 
better absorption properties? 

A. I can sympathize with this grower, as I’ve 
had similar problems with acrylic yam wicks. 
These, along with some of the other synthetic ma¬ 
terials that growers generally use for wicks do 
demonstrate some resistance to wetting, so should 
be soaked before use. Soaking the cut wicks in 
soapy water can cut down on this resistance, as 
well. If you install a dry wick, you’ll have to place 
the wicked plant in a dish of water for awhile to 
get the wick saturated. Frequent repotting with 
ftesh wicking material should take care of those 
old wicks that are encrusted with mineral deposits. 
As for wicking material, you can check the hard¬ 
ware store for nylon mason's twine or fishing seine 
line. Some longtime violet growers got started 
wicking with strips cut from panty hose. (That al¬ 


ways worked well for me.) Some of the African vi¬ 
olet commercial growers also sell wicking material 
of various gauges. 

Q. I heard a person talking about “back-wash¬ 
ing. " She said she regularly did this to her violets. 
What did she mean? 

A. I believe that is just another term for leach¬ 
ing. Some growers recommend pouring clean, 
warm water through your violets every six weeks, 
or so, to wash out accumulated fertilizer and soil 
salts. When we wick water our plants, the fertilizer 
is drawn upwards into the soil, just the opposite of 
how plants receive nutrients in nature. If you don't 
repot regularly, this accumulation will change the 
chemical balance of your mix, leading to cultural 
problems. Leaching is one of those worthwhile 
plant duties that a lot of us (ahem) neglect, but we 
really shouldn’t. 

Q. I'mfairly new to growing violets. Other local 
growers have told me about soilless potting mixes, 
and I guess I understand the concept. All these 
growers seem to have varying ‘recipes’, though. 
Well, I’ve been fiddling around with different soil¬ 
less mixes, and my plants still don't seem happy. 
Am I trying to make this more complicated than 
it needs to be? What do you suggest? 

A. As I mentioned at the beginning of this col¬ 
umn, sometimes African violet newcomers can be 
the victims of TMI—though I'm sure your grower 
friends have all the best intentions. Those of us 
who have been involved with violets for years 
have been all through the various potting mixes 
and watering methods. I think we sometimes lose 
sight of what it is that new growers feel they need 
to know. We should give them realistic informa¬ 
tion—easily obtainable materials and easy-to-fol- 
low directions. I think it's safe to say that we don’t 
want these “newbies” to get discouraged and give 
up. For instance, I have no problem recommending 
that growers use the commercial violet potting 
mixes. Depending on their watering methods, I 
also tell them to lighten the mixes with “sponge 
rock." 

As you become more experienced with violet 
growing, you will begin to apply some of the more 


January* February2015 


African Violet Magazine 43 




advanced information that your grower friends 
have to offer. Regarding the soilless mixes, it can 
sometimes be difficult to find the right balance of 
the mix that will work for you and your plants. 
There are so many variables involved. 1 would rec¬ 
ommend that you tty a 50-50 mix of a commercial 
mix and perlite. If you wick-water, you might use 


an even higher ratio of perlite. Conversely, you 
might ask one of your grower friends to sell you a 
bag of her mix (though you would also have to 
apply her watering method and feeding regime in 
order to have a chance of getting her results.) Good 
luck! Let us know how it works out. 



Photo Credit: Neil Lipson 

Rob's Cool Fruit 


Exhibited by: Janet Sheaffer 
Hybridized by: R. Robinson 
Semiminiature 
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Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


TWinkle Twirl 

Exhibited by: Paul Sorano 
Hybridized by-. Sorano/Lyon Greenhouses 
Semiminiature 
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AVSA 2015 Board Nominees 


For President - Winston J. Goretsky 

Winston J. Goretsky is a native of Calgary, Al¬ 
berta, Canada. He has been a member of AVSA 
since 1982, and is a Life Member, Judge's Teacher, 
and Master Judge. He has served on the AVSA 
Shows & Judges Committee, Publications Commit¬ 
tee, and is currently serving AVSA as 1 st Vice Pres¬ 
ident. 

He is a Life Member of the AVS of Canada, serv¬ 
ing as Director, President, and currently as Treas¬ 
urer. He is also a Life Member of the Gesneriad 
Society and is a Student Gesneriad Judge. 

He is a member of the Stampede City AVS, con¬ 
ducting workshops and giving presentations on a 
variety of topics. He publishes his local club’s 
Newsletter, serves as the Membership & Publicity 
Chairman, and is involved with many of the Show 
Committees. He was Convention Chairman for the 
AVS of Canada's National Convention & Show, 
when hosted by his local club. 

Winston has been photographing Affiliate and 

Convention AV 
Shows in both 
Canada and the USA 
for many years. He 
is the official AVSA 
Show Photographer 
for the African Violet 
Magazine, and his 
photographs appear 
in “Chatter," AVS of 
Canada's publication, 
horticultural maga¬ 
zines, calendars, and the Gesneriad Society 
Journal. 

His love for African violets began as a youth, 
and was encouraged by his grandmother. He has 
been growing African violets and Gesneriads since 
1974, encouraging others by sharing his knowl¬ 
edge and enthusiasm. 

Winston has been a computer professional for 
over twenty-eight years and is a Systems Special¬ 
ist. He and Laurel have two children, and the en¬ 
tire family shares an enthusiasm for plant life. 


\ 



For First Vice President - Richard Nicholas 

AVSA continues 
to be a source of fun, 
friends, and support 
for my hobby as it 
has for many years. 
It has been a pleasure 
to give back as a Vice 
President. My “real" 
life has changed sig¬ 
nificantly with retire¬ 
ment five months 
ago! Now 1 should 
have more time for the violets and for AVSA! I also 
hope to make a dent in a very long bucket list. 

Our first violet arrived in 1971 - forty-three 
years ago. 1 began growing seriously a few years 
later. My wife, Anne, joined me as a grower shortly 
thereafter. We have been growing together ever 
since. Our shelves are loaded with nearly 500 
small ones, standards, trailers, streps, and a few 
more of the “cousins.” We have shown at local, 
state, and national shows. 1 added hybridizing to 
my addiction, releasing five standards as the be¬ 
ginning of the Lonestar series. Now in retirement, 
I hope to add to the series. 

We belong to the First AVS of Denton, TX, and 
have both served as officers of the club and of the 
Lone Star African Violet Council. Before serving as 
a vice president, I have served on the Awards, Re¬ 
search, Scholarship, Library, Tinari Fund Ad¬ 
vancement, salary committees, and one term as an 
AVSA director. I look forward to assisting to the 
best of my ability as we work together to build a 
future for AVSA. 

For Second Vice President - Sue Ramser 

Sue Ramser, of Wichita Falls, Texas, has been a 
member of the First AVS of Wichita Falls for forty- 
three years. She has served as show chairman, 
Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President, and President 
nine times. 

As member of the Lone Star African Violet 
Council, Sue has served as newsletter editor twice, 
Parliamentarian, Secretary, Vice President, and 
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President. She is also 
active in the North 
Texas African Violet 
Judges Council, hav¬ 
ing served as Corre¬ 
sponding Secretary, 

Secretary, Vice Presi¬ 
dent, and President 
twice. 

Sue has served as 
a member of the 
AVSA classification 
committee, aide to 
the President for the 
Dallas, vice chairman of the AVSA Affiliate Com¬ 
mittee, elected director, AVSA Sales and Promotion 
Thble Volunteer Coordinator, Secretary of the 
Shows and Judges Committee, Chairman and Vice 
Chairman of the Policies and Procedures Commit¬ 
tee, Treasurer, Secretary and Third Vice President. 
Sue is an AVSA Honorary Life Member, AVSA Life 
Member, Master Judge, Teacher, and in 1993 com¬ 
piled “Teaching Tools” and with Barbara Pershing. 
She completed the updated version in 2013. She 
also surveyed judges and compiled “Comments for 
Judges." Sue’s past service for AVSA affords her the 
experience to work for the good of AVSA in the fu¬ 
ture. 

Sue is a graduate of the University of North 
Texas, Denton, Texas, with a Bachelor of Business 
Administration. Sue and her husband, Charles, 
have four children and three grandchildren. Sue’s 
other interests include sewing, knitting, and ge¬ 
nealogy. 

For Third Vice President -Susan Anderson 

I am honored to have been nominated as AVSA 
Third Vice President. I have been a member of 
AVSA since 1997 and have previously served as 
an AVSA Director. I am an AVSA Life Member and 
Advanced Judge. Currently, I compile the annual 
Thlly Time report and serve on several committees, 
including Internet, Membership, and Publications. 
As an African violet enthusiast, I have attended 
thirteen AVSA Conventions, where 1 have had the 
pleasure of exhibiting, judging, and enjoying the 
shows. Convention is the best source for plants, 
friends, and fun. I attend each year to learn new 
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growing tips and catch up with my violet friends 
from all over the world. 

I’m an Arizona native, and I’ve grown violets 
since I was twelve years old. Yes, you can grow 
African violets in the desert! In 1997,1 joined my 
local violet club, Desert Sun AV and Gesneriad So¬ 
ciety of Phoenix. The local members encouraged 
me to join AVSA so I could learn from the African 
Violet Magazine (AVM). It worked; my little violet 
collection quickly grew to require several plant 
stands to hold my many violets and other gesner- 
iads. 

I live in Phoenix and work at the Arizona 
Department of Transportation. I am a registered 
Professional Engineer 
(PE) and Professional 
Traffic Operations 
Engineer (PTOE). 

In my free time, I 
also enjoy photogra¬ 
phy, playing piano, 
and traveling. I'm al¬ 
ways up for learning 
new things, seeking 
out adventures, and 
having fun! Serving 
AVSA has afforded me all of these things. If 
elected, I look forward to continuing promotion of 
our society. 

For Treasurer - Edna Rourke 

Edna Rourke is President of the Naugatonic 
AVS, Past President and current Treasurer of the 
Nutmeg State AVS, and a member of Mid-Atlantic 
AVS. She served on the AVSA Board of Directors 
twice, is presently serving as the Treasurer of 
AVSA, and is also a 
member of the 
Finance, Salary, Con¬ 
vention, and Publica- ^ 
tions Committees. 

Edna has been the 
Chairman of the 
AVSA Annual Lunch¬ 
eon Auction for the 
last sixteen years. 

Edna currently is 
an administrative as- 
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sistant for the Shelton Connecticut Board of Edu¬ 
cation. She and husband Albert are enthusiastic 
supporters of AVSA, and are very busy at the 
AVSA conventions. They have two grown sons, a 
wonderful daughter-in-law, and a future daughter- 
in-law. Edna enjoys promoting African violets and 
AVSA, and looks forward to continuing her sendee 
to our society. 

For Secretary - Mary Corondan 

Maiy Corondan's love of African violets came 
from her mother and grandmother. Mary has 
grown violets since 1978, when she became a 
member of the Bluff City AVC, which is now a part 
of the Memphis AVS. In that organization, Mary 
held the offices of Secretary, Vice President, Presi¬ 
dent, and Show Chair. Currently, she a member of 
the First Nighter AVS of Dallas, where she has 
served as Show Chair, Corresponding Secretary, 
Recording Secretary, Vice President, and President. 

As a member of Lone Star African Violet Coun¬ 
cil, Mary served as convention chair, Director, Sec¬ 
retary and President. In 1992, she was Convention 
Chair for the Dixie African Violet Society and has 
also served DAVS as a Director. 

Mary has been a member of the AVSA Building 
Committee, Awards Committee, Shows and Judges 
Committee, and served as a Director. In addition, 
she is a Master Judge and is the “And the winners 
are... ” columnist for the African Violet Magazine . 

Having taught in public schools for twenty- 
three years, Mary is currently retired and does sub¬ 
stitute teaching. As a teacher, she has held the 
offices of Region Chair of the Northeast Arkansas 
Choral Directors Association, Secretary of the Texas 
Music Educations Association Region XXV Middle 

School Vocal Divi¬ 
sion and Fine Arts 
Team Leader at Car¬ 
penter Middle 
School. Mary was 
also awarded 
Teacher of the Year 
in 2011 from Car¬ 
penter Middle 
School. She has a 
Bachelor and Master 
of Music Education 


degree from Arkansas State University. Mary’s 
husband, Bill, does independent consulting work 
in the field of wireless communications. They have 
one daughter and two grandsons. 

For Director - Joe Bruns 
I’m probably the only nominee to the AVSA 
Board who doesn’t grow African violets (or any 
other plants, for that matter). My late wife, Janice, 
was the grower in the family. I got involved with 
constmcting plant stands, mixing and pasteurizing 
soil, etc. We joined a local African violet club in 

1983, and while ob¬ 
serving the classifica¬ 
tion procedure at their 
shows, I came to the 
conclusion that it was 
a good task for a 
computer. That’s how 
First Class was born, 
followed by the En¬ 
tries computer pro¬ 
gram. 

Through the 
years I have been in¬ 
volved at the local and state level in various ca¬ 
pacities. I was an AVSA Senior Judge, and was 
Convention Vice Chairman of the 2001 AVSA Con¬ 
vention in Chicago. Currently I serve on several 
AVSA committees and as Chairman of the AVSA 
Plant Registration & Master Plant List Committee. 
I felt very honored to be awarded Honorary Life 
Membership in 2008, and the Bronze Medal for 
Scientific Achievement last year in Nashville. 

In my personal life I am a retired physical ther¬ 
apist, having worked for thirty-eight of my forty- 
three years in schools with disabled children from 
three to fifteen years old. My daughter and three 
grandchildren live nearby. 

For Director - Debbie Mclnnis 
I am honored to accept the nomination to serve 
as an AVSA Director. My first memory of African 
violets was as a child watching my aunt water her 
violets with rain water collected from a wooden 
barrel. I began to grow my own violets during my 
early 20s, after graduating from college and mar¬ 
rying my husband of 39 years. Standard violets 
stayed in three inch pots and grew horizontally 
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with long curvy 10- 
inch necks. My wa¬ 
tering technique 
resembled leaching 
and they sat in the 
run off until their 
next drenching. 

I've come a long 
way since those 
early attempts. After 
raising my two chil- 
pursuing other hobbies, I hadn’t grown 
African violets for almost thirty years. A chance 
encounter with a semi-miniature African violet in 
a big box store changed the direction of my life. 
Before that, I never realized the number of vari¬ 
eties in existence or the possibilities for fulfillment 
as a grower. 1 now share my knowledge and en¬ 
thusiasm for African violets with anyone who is 
interested in learning more about them. Violets 
have become my passion. 

Five years later, I have been a member of the 
Cincinnati Violet Club, DAVS, Ohio Judges Council, 
and I’m active in the Ohio State Violet Club as Sec¬ 
retary and as a Director. I’ve attended five AVSA 
conventions and worked on several committees. 
However, it was at my first convention in Raleigh, 
NC, that I became aware that AVSA conventions 
aren’t so much about the gesneriads that are 
shown, but more about the friendships that grow 
there. AVSA is a dedicated support group, and if 
elected to the position of AVSA Director, I will ded¬ 
icate my time and efforts to supporting and pro¬ 
moting its membership. 

For Director - Carol Semrau 
I was at a local 
mall that happened 
to be having an 
African violet show 
and was amazed at 
all the different, 
beautiful violets 
there. I started buy¬ 
ing plants and found 
I couldn't wait until 
their next show. I 
brought my sister to 


a show and it wasn't long before we joined their 
club. I wanted to learn how to get my violets to 
look like their show plants. I’ve been a member of 
the North Star African Violet Council of Minnesota 
for twenty years. I have been president, vice pres¬ 
ident, recording secretary, and director. I am a sen¬ 
ior judge. I am also a member of the African AVS 
of Minnesota and the Minnesota Judges Council. 

I just recently retired after working for twenty- 
two years as a health para at an elementary 
school. I am hoping to now have more time to care 
for my violets and gesneriads. My husband and I 
just celebrated our 40 th anniversary. We have two 
daughters and son-in-laws, and four healthy, 
happy grandchildren. 

I would be honored to serve the AVSA as a 
director. 

For Director - Penny Smith-Kerker 

I started growing 
1980s. I attended 
several local First 
Austin AVS sales and 
maintained a small 
collection of plants at 
home and at my of¬ 
fice. Eventually, 
raising my boys and 
finishing my PhD at 
the University of 
Texas took priority 
over my plants. But in the late 1990s, I once again 
attended a FAAVS show and decided to join. I now 
have a collection of about 300 plants; primarily 
African violets, sinningias, and Streptocarpus. 

I have been an active member of First Austin 
AVS and the AVSA since 1998. In 2008, FAAVS 
was losing members because of the difficulty in at¬ 
tending day-time meetings. I was instrumental in 
organizing a group that meets on Saturdays. Our 
members now have two options for attending 
meetings each month. I have served as an officer 
in both First Austin AVS and the Central Texas 
Judges Council and have actively supported the 
Lone Star AVC as a director and on various annual 
convention committees. 

I enjoy making presentations related to African 
violets and participate in local, state, and the AVSA 
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National shows with horticultural entries, and as 
an Advanced Judge, in 2013,1 had the privilege 
of serving as Local Convention Chair for the 
AVSA convention in Austin, Texas. Hosting a 
convention was a great experience, and 1 enjoyed 
meeting and getting to know many more mem¬ 
bers of AVSA. 

I am honored to have been nominated as an 
AVSA director. 1 anticipate retiring and look for¬ 
ward to spending more time with my violets, my 
violet friends, and applying my project 
management skills to help support AVSA. 

For Director - Danny Tidwell 

While working as a Bakery Manager in a local 
grocery store, the flower shop manager told me 
about an African violet show! When 1 walked 
through the doors of the showroom, 1 have to 
admit that 1 was hooked on violets from that mo¬ 
ment. I remember the large standards that were 
grown to perfection. One in particular that stood 


out for me was 
‘Apache Gem.’ The 
Central Arkansas AVS 
gained a new member 
that day. 

1 have been grow¬ 
ing African violets 
and other gesneriads 
since 1996. My fa¬ 
vorites are the large 
standards, but 1 do 
grow the little ones 
too. 1 also enjoy doing design and making con¬ 
tainer gardens. 

As a member of my local club, and AVSA, I 
have learned so much about growing African vi¬ 
olets. Another very valuable benefit is making so 
many good friends, all of us brought together 
because of these plants. 




Rob's Plaid 
Skirt 

Exhibited by: 

Debbie Mclnnis 



Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 
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Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 

Heartbreak Kid 

Exhibited by: Debbie Mclnnis 
Hybridized by : P. Sorano/Lyon Greenhouses 
Semiminiature 
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2015 AVSA Convention Awards 

Kansas City, MO Convention 

By Judith Carter 


Kansas City, MO 

Specified Awards - Amateur Division 
Best Holtkamp Collection - $300, rosette & coin - 
Holtkamp Greenhouses 

2nd Best Holtkamp Collection - $200 & rosette - 
Holtkamp Greenhouses 

3rd Best Holtkamp Collection - $ 100 & rosette - 
Holtkamp Greenhouses 

Best AVSA Registered Russian Hybrid Collection - 
$300 - Vladimir Kalgin 

2nd Best AVSA Registered Russian Hybrid Collec¬ 
tion - $200 - Vladimir Kalgin 
3rd Best AVSA Registered Russian Hybrid Collec¬ 
tion - $100 - Vladimir Kalgin 
Best Robinson Collection - $200 - The Violet Bam 
($50 gift certificate for a standard collection) 

2nd Best Robinson Collection - $100 - The Violet 
Bam 

Best Lyndon Lyon Collection - $200 - Lyndon 

Lyon Greenhouses - Paul Sorano 

2nd Best Lyndon Lyon Collection - $ 100 - Lyndon 

Lyon Greenhouses - Paul Sorano 

Best Buckeye Collection - $200 - Pat Hancock 

(OH) 

2nd Best Buckeye Collection - $ 100 - Pat Hancock 
(OH) 

Best African Violet in Show - $25 & Silver Memo¬ 
rial for Elmer & Fannie Hall - Ovella Hall (AR) 
Best Standard African Violet in Show - $25 - 
Meredith Hall (TX) 

Best Chimera AV - $50 - Marge & Bill Farrand 
(MI) 

2nd Best Gesneriad - $20 - Elmer Godeny (OK) 
Specific Variety Awards - Amateur 
Horticulture 

Best “Aca’s Libbie" - $50 - Libbie Glembocki (NC) 
Best “Concord” - $100 - Kazuo Horikoshi Japan) 
Best “Del’s Spring Blush” - $50 - Violet Reflections 
Yahoo Group (IN) 

In memory of Del Setchel 
Best “Everdina” - $50 - Hans Inpijn (CA) 


Best "Happy Cricket" - $ 10 - Town & Country AVS 
(OH) 

Best "Jersey Snow Flakes" - $25 - Robert Kurzyn- 
ski (NJ) 

Best “Jolly Jan" — $100 - Joe Bruns (IL) 

Best "Lonestar Helen Mahr" - $25 - Richard & 
Anne Nicholas (TX) 

Best "Lonestar Twilight" - $25 - Richard & Anne 
Nicholas (TX) 

Best “Rodeo Country” - $75 - Spring Branch 
African Violet Club (TX) 

Best “Tina” (Maas) - $25 - Janet Riemer (NJ) 

Best “The Alps” - $100- Kazuo Horikoshi (Japan) 
Best “Ozark” Sinningia - $35 - David Harris (MO) 
Best “Neil’s" Streptocarpus - $ 100 - Dennis Miller 
(MN) 

Specified Awards - Commercial Division 
Best Holtkamp Collection - $300 & Rosette - 
Holtkamp Greenhouses 

2nd Best Holtkamp Collection - $200 & rosette - 
Holtkamp Greenhouses 

3rd Best Holtkamp Collection - $100 & rosette - 
Holtkamp Greenhouses 

Other Awards - Commercial Division 
$25 - Dolores Gibbs (TX) 

$25 - Kathy Lahti (MN) 

Other Awards - Design Division 
$25 - AVC of Morris County (NJ) for Best Miniature 
Design 

$25 - Albuquerque AV Club (NM) 

$40 - Fran Russom (MO) 

$50 - Janet Fox (CA) 

Other Awards -Amateur Horticulture 
$25 - Dolores Gibbs (TX) 

$25 - Al & Karen Cenci (OH) 

$25 - Roberta Johannsen (FL) 

$50 - Marjorie Bullard (TX) 

$50 - Richard & Anne Nicholas (TX) 

$100 - Terry Klemesrud (MN) 

$100 —Hans Inpijn (CA) 

$100 - Ohio State AV Society (OH) 
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Other Awards - Undesignated 
$10 - Town & Country AVS (OH) 

$20 - Doris & John Brownlie (Canada) 

$25 - Susan Storey (TX) 

$25 - Kathy Lahti (MN) 

$25 - Delaware AV Society (DE) 

$25 - TUstana African Violet Society (CA) 

$25 - Leonard Re (CA) 

$25 - South Coast AV Society (CA) 

$25 - AV Council of So. California (CA) 

$25 - Tri-Counties AV Society (CA) 

$25 - Delta Gesneriad & AV Society (CA) 

$25 - Therese Lynam (FL) 

$25 - Susan K. Hill (KS) 

$25 - No. Texas AV Judges' Council (TX) 

$25 - Central Texas Judges' Council (TX) 

$40 - Nelly Levine (CO) 

$50 - Gary & Rhona Thurman (TX) 

$50 - First Austin AV Society (TX) 

$50 - First Nighter AV Society (TX) 

$50 - Edna & Al Rourke (CT) in memory of Janice 
Bruns 

$50 - Marge & Bill Farrand (MI) 

$50 - Linda & Albert Hall (MO) 

$50 - Tidewater AV Society (VA) 

$50 - Diane Miller (CA) 

$50 - TUmpa AV Society (FL) 

$50 - John & Judy Carter (OK) 

$50 - African Violet Society of Greater Tulsa (OK) 
$75 - Sherrie & Phil Wallace (OK) 


$75-Janet Riemer (NJ) 

$100 - Winston & Laurel Goretsky (Canada) 

$100-BillFoster (TX) 

$100 - Mary Corondan (TX) 

$ 100 - Lone Star African Violet Council (TX) 

$100 - Tom & Libbie Glembocki (NC) 

$ 100-Debbie Mclnnis (IN) 

$100- Uicson African Violet Society (AZ) 

$200 - Missouri Valley AV Council 
Thanks to the many individuals, clubs, and 
councils who have offered their generous award 
support for the 2015 AVSA show in Kansas City! 
It is your generosity that makes our show so 
special. 

If your name is not on this list, there is still time 
to be included in the souvenir convention book. 
Send your check or money order payable in U.S. 
funds and made out to ‘AVSA’ to: 

Judith Carter, AVSA Awards Chair 
1825 W. Lincoln St. 

Broken Arrow, OK 74012-8509 
We look forward to hearing from you! Final 
deadline to be listed in the Convention Show 
Souvenir Book is April 15, 2015. Space require¬ 
ments limited our list in this issue, so please view 
a current Awards listing, including the Society 
awards, on the AVSA web site at www.avsa.org 
under National Convention. Although every at¬ 
tempt has been made to list awards correcdy, we 
reserve the right to modify or change these listings. 


Coming Events... 


February 21 - ARIZONA 

Desert Sun African Violet & 
Gesneriad Society 
February 21, 2015 
Valley Garden Center 
1809 N. 15th Ave. 

(1 Blk. N. of McDowell Rd.) 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 
10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Contact 623-398-8133 
Email: anncie@cox.net 
Free entry, parking and plant 
drawing. 

February 28 - OKLAHOMA 

African Violet Society of Greater 


TUlsa 

Annual Show and Sale 
TUlsa Garden Center 
2435 S Peoria Ave., TUlsa, OK 
Hours: 9 AM Until 3 PM 
Contact: John Carter 
johntcarter@valomet.com 

March 6 & 7,2015 

CFAVS of Orlando 
Annual Judged Show/Sale 
Beardall Senior Center 
800 Delaney Ave 
Orlando, Fl 32801 
March 6 noon to 4pm 
March 7 10am to 4pm 


Sales room 10am to 4 pm 
Info: Linda Price 
407-462-5923 
E-Mail laprice41@vahoo.com 

Toronto Gesneriad Society 
Annual Show & Sale 
Toronto Botanical Gardens 
777 Lawrence Ave. East 
Toronto, Ontario 
M3C 1P2 

Sunday March 29, 2015 
Admission $2.00 - 10:00 am to 
4:00 pm 

Info Doris Brownlie 905-2706776 
jtbrownlie@idirect.com 
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Designing in.... 



Dish Garden (Mel Grice) 


Terrarium (Mel Grice) 




Oak Ridge (Randy Deutsch) 
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MasHVillc/ 

Photo Credit: Winston Goretsky 


Dish Garden (Dolores Gibbs) 


Terrarium (Suzanne Roberts) 



Natural Garden (Suzanne Roberts) 
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SELECTING A GOOD PLANT FROM 

A DESCRIPTION 

by Sue Gardner 


When we want to obtain some new African 
violets to grow, we often read the description in 
a list or on a plastic bag then wonder just what 
the plant will look like when we grow it. Here 
are a few tips to help us make a good selection. 

We want to grow a plant that has lots of 
flowers. When we read a list, look for words 
such as floriferous, free blooming, masses of 
blooms, loaded with flowers, prolific display etc. 
Also look for words that tell us that the plant 
has strong bloom stalks as we want a plant 
which holds its flowers upright over the foliage 
instead of drooping down onto the leaves. 

Choose a flower color that appeals to you, but 
clear bright colors make an attractive contrast 
with foliage. Don’t select several plants that are 
all the same color or all with white edges. Vari¬ 
ety is interesting, and you will be able to enter 
more than one class in the show. 

Now let's look at the foliage. I’m sure we all 


want to grow a plant with flat symmetrical fo¬ 
liage. When reading descriptions, look for words 
such as "symmetrical", "show quality” or “flat, 
tailored" to describe the foliage. If the word 
"large” appears in the description, be aware that 
the plant will need a larger space than the usual 
standard. “Neat" is a term sometimes used. 
“Hdy" is another. I think these terms mean a 
symmetrical but smaller standard. Of course, 
there are times when a flower is just so attrac¬ 
tive we want to grow it despite its foliage. When 
we buy a mini or semi-mini, look for a descrip¬ 
tion which is similar to those above. Sometimes 
it includes "overlapping foliage." 

If we have only windowsills to grow on, it is 
a good idea not to select a large growing variety, 
as it will not fit. So tailor the selections to suit 
the conditions. 


AVSA SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 

By Dr. Charles Ramser, Scholarship Chairman 


For almost fifteen years, The African Violet So¬ 
ciety of America (AVSA) has offered a college 
scholarship program for students—undergraduate 
and graduate—who are studying ornamental hor¬ 
ticulture, floriculture, plant genetics, botany, or an 
equivalent program in an accredited college or 
university. The award is funded through annual 
investment income from the Boyce Edens Re¬ 
search Fund. Dependent upon funds available 
from financial market activity at the time, one or 
possibly two students are selected annually. The 
award is generally offered for one academic 
year—two long semesters—at a time. Awardees 
are invited to apply in successive years but will be 
in competition with new applicants. 


Prior to application, students must have com¬ 
pleted a minimum of twenty-four semester or 
quarter hour credits, while maintaining at least a 
“B” average. Awards are based upon “merit.” 

The application form is available on line at 
www.avsa.org or inside the January issue of The 
African Violet Magazine, or from student request 
through the AVSA office. The completed form 
shall be submitted, along with an official tran¬ 
script and two professor recommendations, to the 
Scholarship Selection Committee by March 1, 
2015 for the 2015-2016 academic school year. 

AVSA remains dedicated to the recognition and 
advancement of horticultural and related study at 
the college level. 
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AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY OF AMERICA SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 


Return by March 1, 2015 Application Date_Expected Graduation Date 


Name 


Last First Middle Social Security Number 

Address while student_ Phone_ 

Permanent Address (if different)_ 

Desired Degree_Major_Minor_ 

Total semester/quarter hours completed at current school as of December, 2014_GPA_ 

Total semester/quarter hours completed at all colleges attended as of December, 2014_ 


PLEASE ENCLOSE ONE COPY OF YOUR OFFICIAL COLLEGE TRANSCRIPT WITH THIS 
APPLICATION. 


Cumulative GPA as of December 31, 2014_(Indicate if different from 4 point system) 

Other schools attended: 

High School_Date graduated_GPA_ 

Colleges_GPA 

_If applicable: Date graduated_GPA 


List Awards and Honors you have received in college: 


List Organizations to which you belong and offices you hold (held): 


This scholarship request applies for: (Fill in blanks with the number of hours you plan to take) 

Fall 2015:_hrs. Spring 2016:_hrs. 

Did you have scholarship funding during the past year?_If yes, name the scholarships and show 

amount: 


COMPLETE OTHER SIDE 
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In this space, in a succinct paragraph, describe your CAREER PLANS, as you foresee them: 


Describe briefly your employment history, whether related to horticulture or not: 

Describe why this merit scholarship from A VS A would be uniquely meaningful to you. 


Faculty to serve as NAME 
References: 

(Select 2) 

POSITION ADDRESS PHONE 


Send completed application to: 
Dr Charles Ramser 

2413 Martin Street 

Wichita Falls, TX 76308 

Ph. 940-397-4362 

Signature 

E-mail Address: 
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Insects and Diseases 

By Ethel Champion 


Sooner or later, nearly everyone comes in 
contact with some unwelcome insect or disease 
on African violets. Hopefully, the following arti¬ 
cle will help to avoid that kind of trouble or to 
handle it in the best possible way. In reviewing 
the history of insects and diseases in the last 
twenty years, it seems that as problems arose, a 
cure was discovered, and we "coasted" along 
until something else troublesome turned up. 
Twenty years ago, the problem was root nema¬ 
todes, but then came VC-13’ and nematodes are 
nearly unheard of now 

A few years later, soil mealy bug spread 
across the country and everyone was in a near 
panic. But after much experimentation, a barn 
fly spray called Cygon 2E was found to be a so¬ 
lution, and we coasted along again. 

Now, the blossom thrip is here, and it is a 
tough customer. There are cures for it, but it is 
extremely persistent. A month after you think 
you've won and your flowers are big and beau¬ 
tiful again, they can suddenly reappear. 

Cyclamen mite was always a threat and still 
is. Any dusty-looking center on a plant should 
always call for a second look. Maybe it is only a 
slight sediment of fertilizer, or a center that 
stayed wet too long, but, if you have ever had 
mite, you will isolate and watch that plant. Mites 
are so common everywhere on other plants that 
is so easy, just with the brush of a sleeve, to 
bring them into the house and your violets. They 
are too small to see, spread fast, and before you 
can recognize the problem, the mite has a firm 
hold. By the time you diagnose the problem, you 
can expect that all surrounding plants are also 
infected. Although mites do spread quickly and 
are “in" before you know it, they can be pre¬ 
vented and controlled completely. Some are be¬ 
coming resistant to certain insecticides, and it 
may be necessary to try more than one. 
Kelthane spray and Cygon 2E systemic as a 
drench seem to work the best. 

It must be time to “coast” again. All known 


insects and diseases can be controlled and elim¬ 
inated. We could speculate and worry about 
what might come in the future, but that is a 
waste of time. A better plan is to care for the 
plants in the best possible way to avoid future 
trouble. 

The 3 C’S of PREVENTION 

Following certain rules of CLEANLINESS, 
CAUTION, and CARE, can be of great help in 
growing vigorous, healthy plants by eliminating 
problems that need not happen. 

CLEANLINESS is important in the re-use of 
pots and saucers. These must be thoroughly 
scrubbed and disinfected. The plastic type, 
soaked overnight in a detergent-bleach solution, 
scrub out quite easily with nylon net. If left a few 
days, the soil just drops off, and a rinse is suffi¬ 
cient. Each plant should have its own saucer. 
Used soil is thrown away; the food value in it is 
gone, anyway. 

CAUTION is needed when new plants are 
brought into your collection. Isolate every new 
acquisition for at least six weeks. Spray once 
with Malathion or Kelthane. Treat the soil with 
Cygon 2E. Thke one or two plants out of the pot 
and look at the roots for soil mealy bugs or ne¬ 
matodes. Watch the centers for mites and the 
flowers for thrip. Bring them in and enjoy them, 
but keep them away from your violets. 

Good CARE is evident when plants are thriv¬ 
ing. Poor care can often take on the appearance 
of insect or disease proems. For example, crown 
rot is more often caused by too much soil or 
overwatering than by nematodes. Do not con¬ 
fuse insects or diseases with conditions caused 
by the following: too much heat or cold, light - 
too much or too little, fertilizer - too much or too 
little, poor, heavy soil, need for repotting, poor 
humidity/using water from water softener, over- 
watering or underwatering. 

Another aspect of daily violet care is being 
observant and watchful for signs of change that 
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might indicate trouble. For example, give second 
thoughts to a dusty-looking plant center or spilled 
pollen or a plant that stays wilted even after wa¬ 
tering. Chances are it is a culture situation, but a 
quick diagnosis could stave off a serious insect or 
disease that could ruin a whole collection. 

However, there is no need to panic or give up 
when you definitely find that your violets have 
an infestation. Simply set out to find the solution 
to your particular problem and diligently follow 
the procedure necessary to eliminate it. Isolate the 
infected plants and try to touch them as little as 
possible. Wish your hands after caring for them 
before going near your other plants. 

MAINTENANCE 

Most violet growers have developed a planned 
program for keeping their collection free of insects. 
By spraying periodically, they hope to catch that 
first bug. Others wait for the first sign of trouble 
and act fast. Nowadays with ecology, a new word 
on everyone’s mind, the use of chemicals, except 
as necessary, has become a “no-no." But how do 
we decide what is necessary'? 

Over-spraying is very foolish. It is a risk to our 
health and to our plants. Nearly all materials dam¬ 
age the flowers and can harm the foliage if used 
too often or too strong. Perhaps each grower must 
consider possible sources of infection and use that 
as a guide. The hobbyist who has established a 
“clean" collection and lives on the tenth floor has 
few sources of contamination from other plants. 

He needs only to follow the 3 C’s, isolate and 
spray new acquisitions and plants that returns 
from shows. The grower who has outdoor yards, 
open windows, and a dog going in and out will 
need to keep a more careful watch for mites, mealy 
bugs, etc. A basic preventive program for him 
might include a Cygon 2E soil drench every six 
months and a spray with Kelthane or Malathion 
every month, especially in the summer months. 

SPRAY - DRENCH - SYSTEMIC 


Insecticides are applied in two ways. They 
may be used as sprays or drenches. Sprays are 
applied to the foliage, wetting thoroughly the top 
and undersides of leaves, as a fine mist or fog. 
The bombs or pressurized sprays are compara¬ 
tively ineffective, but of these, Raid is the best. 
Drenches are applied to the soil. The soil should 
be slightly damp before the drench is applied. To 
be effective, the drench must thoroughly wet all 
of the soil. Any excess should be drained off 
from the saucer. Drenches are a weaker solution 
than sprays. Not all sprays can be used as a 
drench. 


| 


CONTACTS -SYSTEMICS 

Insecticides kill in two ways - by contact, or 
as systemic. As the word implies, the contact in¬ 
secticide kills the insects it touches. A “fol¬ 
low-up" treatment is needed to kill the insects 
that hatch later on. Contact insecticides may be 
applied as sprays or drenches. 

Systemics are absorbed by the plant roots, fo¬ 
liage, and flowers, and kill insects that feed on 
them. The effect is slower than contact insecti¬ 
cides because it may take a week for the plant to 
absorb enough poison to kill. 

However, the plant retains the insecticides 
and is, thus, protected up to five or six months. 
Systemics are usually applied as drenches and 
contact insecticides as sprays. 

Kelthane and Malathion kill by contact. 

Cygon 2E and Isotox are systemic. Sodium 
senate is a systemic that was used for years by 
violet growers, but the government has now for¬ 
bidden its use. 

From the Empire Violet Magazine, Publica¬ 
tion of the New York State AVS 

Ethel Champion passed away in 2005, 
after years oj growing and sharing African 
violets and wisdom to many in the AV world. 
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VV' At the Peak of Violetry 


103 Downing Place 
Apex, North Carolina 27502 

(U'e Jo not have a retail location. Mail/Web Orders Only) 
919-362-0530 libbic@blucbirdgrccnhousc.com 

\_ lmp:/Avw\v.blucbirdgrccnhouscxon^^^^^^^^ ) 



Unique soiless blend of coir, 
sphagnum, hydrocks and vermiculife. 
Rated #/ in tests. 

'Wick Mix' also available. 


Contact Us for a FREE CATALOG 


- Oyama Pots 

- Wick Saucers 

- AgroSun Light 
Bulbs 

- Self-watering Pots| 

- Urea-free Fertilizer 

- Leaf Rings 


440-357-0022 • www.VioletSupply.com 


The Planter Depot 

Oyama Self Watering Planters 
African Violet Growing Supplies 


Oyama Planters 
Leaf Support Rings 
Soil-less Wicking Mix 
Fertilizer 

Pest Control Products 
Growing Supplies 


Sharon Rosenzweig 
Framingham, MA 
508-877-8076 
email: avplanters@comca8t.net 


website: www.avplanters.com 


Wholesale and Retail 


Since 1976 


riOIcbUlc urlU Kclull 0 § I #9 M w 

^ rican J? et Seeefr 

' Now five kinds ktanaara Variegated foliage 

to choose fr« Miniature Fantasy (fancy flowers) 

Trailer 

Please view our website for descriptions and prices* Nad 6 ausAfricanUio( 0 t$C 0 d$.COin 
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The Association for 
plant & flower 
people who grow in 
hobby greenhouses 
and windows! 


Quarterly Magazine 

Growing & Maintenance 
Help & Advice 

Hobby Greenhouse Association 

8 Glen Terrace, Bedford, MA 01730-2048 
Dues: USA $19 (Canada and Mexico, $21 US funds!MO) 
($22 Overseas, US funds!MO) 

Sample magazine $3.50 
Directory of Greenhouse Manufacturers $2.50 



PHYSAN 20" Controls 
African Violet 
Pathogens. 

• Controls algae on mats, wicks, 
reservoirs, trays, pots, benches, 
and work surfaces. 

• Controls damping off on 
seedlings and plants. 

• Controls crown rot, powdery 
mildew, botrytis. 

• Controls disease spread by 
disinfecting tools. 


Let those pesky visitors know they’re 
not wanted. Take control with 

PHYSAN 20. 




Maril Products 
15421 Red Hill Ave., Ste D 
Tustin, CA 92780 
800-546-7711 
www.physan.com 


^neriacTo 



^www .gesneriadsocicty.org J 


Achimenes, Aeschynanthus, Chirita, Columned, Drymonia, Episcia, 
Kohleria, Nematanthus, Petrocosmea, Sinningia, Streptocarpus ... These 
and many other gesneriads are the perfect companions for your African 
violets. 


Purchase our 56-page manual “How to Know and Grow Gesneriads” for US$10 postpaid anywhere, or join The 
Gesneriad Society for one year for US$25 in USA, US$30 elsewhere. Go to www.gesneriadsociety.org or send check or credit 
card number with expirations date and CVV code to The Gesneriad Society, Dept AVM, PMB 637, 1122 E Pike Street, 
Seattle, WA 98122 USA. New members receive a copy of “How to Know and Grow Gesneriads,” two back issues and the 
next four quarterly issues of our journal Gesneriads , a package of mixed gesneriad seeds, access to the world’s largest source 
of gesneriad seed, and many other benefits. 
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G44A 


INDOOR GARDENING SUPPLIES 

www.indoorqardensupplies.com 


# FULL LINE OF INDOOR GARDENING PRODUCTS# 

PLANT TRAYS, LIGHTED PLANT STANDS, PLANT LIGHTS 

PEST CONTROL METERS, TIMERS, VATTEX & MORE! 


ALL PRICES HERE INCLUDE 
SHIPPING & HANDLING 

VISA, MC, DISCOVER 
& CHECKS ACCEPTED 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO 
VIEW FULL PRODUCT LINE 

MI RESIDENTS ADD 
6% SALES TAX 


G44A $417.50 

4 SHELVES, 4 TRAYS 
WS LAMPS INCLUDED 



800-823-5740 

y PO BOX 527-AV I 
4 2-LAMP 20 WATT FIXTURES\DEXTER MI 48130/ 4 2-LAMP 40 WATT FIXTURES 


40WS 

40 WATT T12 LAMPS 
WIDE SPECTRUM 
6=$50.87 
12=$85.26 
24=$159.97 
48=$303.32 

FREE CATALOG 

G4AP2 $743.82 

4 SHELVES, 16 TRAYS 
WS LAMPS INCLUDED 



OUT OF AFRICA 

Blooming African Violets, Streptocarpus, Episcia, 
Kohleria, and other Gesneriads 
G ary S. Mikita 2842 Brown St. 

(219) 763-4861 Portage, IN 46368 

Send $2 for Catalog 

Garys-Out-of-Africa.com garymikita@cs.com 


Dandy Pots 

Attractive and effective self-watering pots 
12 colors, 3 sizes 

DandyPot.com thepeacockcottage@gmail.com 

P.O. Box 2126 (352) 625-6467 

Springs, FL 34489 


Save the M^ild Saintpaulia 

Wi'll the Wild African Violet S urvive? 

X . T"ild Saintpaulia species are found only in a very 
W limited Latitat in a Landful of mountain and 
coastal rainforests known Ly scientists as tLe Eastern Arc. 
M uc L of tLe Arc rainforests Lave Leen destroyed Ly 
man. 

The African Rainforest Conservancy 
is preserving and regenerating the Saintpaulia hahitat. 
You can play a critical role. 

$ 5 o .oo - ContriLutor 
$ ioo. oo - Rafiki (Friend) 

$2$o .oo - NJu S u (C omrade) 

$5 oo.oo - Bwana au BiLi (Patron) 
$1,000.00 MLifadi (Conservator) 

$s , ooo. oo M.ezi (Guardian) 

Donations are Tax Deductible made to: 

African Rainforest Conservancy * S 6 o Broadway, Suite 202 
New York, NY 10012 



African Violets 


Bv Pauline Bartholomew 
and 

The African Violet Society of America, /m 



African Violet Society of Canada 

Join AVSC & become a part of an 
international network of growers 


Receive Chatter ; our quarterly magazine 

For more information contact: Laurel Goretsky 
32 Scimitar Point NW, Calgary AB CANADA 
Email: laurel@goretsky.ca Tel. (403) 241-8300 
USA/International membership is only $$22.50 per year 
www.avsc.ca 
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Support AYS A wfen you shop! 



— 

i 

amazon 

• 



Did you know that Amazon now has a program for 
shoppers to designate a charity of their choice, and 
Amazon will contnbute a portion of every dollar you 
spend? Here's an easy way to support the African 
Violet Society of America at NO EXTRA COST TO YOU! 

Just go to www.avsa.org and follow 
the Amazon Smile directions under 
<NEWS> to learn more and sign upl 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 


African Violets & Gesneriads 

'Slnningia Heaven" - Home of the Ozark series 
"It's a sin not to own a Slnnlngia!" 


Dave's Violets 
1372 S. Kentwood Ave. 
Springfield, MO 65804 


Ph: (417) 887-8904 
Pricelist: $1.00 
Web site: www.davesviolets.com 


Lyndon Lyon 

Greenhouses. Inc. 

PO Box 249 Dolgeville, NY 13329 
14 Mutchler Street (for GPS users) 

"Where The VioCets Are!” 

Quafity ftySrids since 1954 

African Violets, 
Aeschynanthus, 
Chiritas, Codonanthe, 
Columneas, 

Episcias, Kohlerias, 
Nematanthus, 
Orchids, Petrocosmeas, 
Rex Begonias, Streptocarpus, 
other assorted Gesneriads, 
and SO much more! 

Our greenhouses are open year round. 
No appointments necessary! 

Call for hours! Phone (315) 429 8291 

Visit our website at: 

www.lyndonlyon.com 



TravisNiolets 

P. O. BOX 42 OCHLOCKNEE, GA. 31773 


Phone: 1-229-574-5167 
1-229-574-5236 
Fax: 1-229-574-5605 
E-mail: tviolets@aol.com 
http://travisviolets.com 


NEW 2015 SHIPPING SEASON! 

3 FREE VIOLETS!!! 

Order now and get 3 FREE violets, our choice. Min. order for this offer is 12 plants (Not including Specials). 

Send $2 for our CURRENT CATALOG. New and older varieties of African violets from the leading hybridizers, featuring 

TRAVIS* VIOLETS, LYONS, ROBS, REBELS, BUCKEYES, SORAS, PITTMANS and others. 

Tty our SUPER SPECIAL -12 Husky Starters, all different - $60.00 Postpaid, all plants our choice. 

THIS SPECIAL WILL SHIP NOW AND WITH A HEAT PACK IF NEEDED FOR 
WINTER SHIPPING (does not include free plant offer). We accept: VISA, MASTERCARD & DISCOVER (Min. $30 order) 

Greenhouse Open 7 days a week (please call first) 

COMMERCIAL MEMBER: AVSA AND DAVS ___ 
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Looking for Orchid 
Information? Log On! 


AMERICAN 

ORCHID 

SOCIETY 


Interact with other 
eager orchid enthusi¬ 
asts by clicking on 
Orchid Forum at 

0 r c h i d W e b ®, 

developed especially 
as an information exchange platform for orchid grow¬ 
ers throughout the world. The American Orchid 
Society's popular web site has extensive plant-care tips, 
inspiring photographs, a calendar of orchid events, 
and other helpful orchid information. 

Founded in 1921, the AOS is the world's number-one 
orchid-information source - just ask 30,000 members 
worldwide. On-site membership application is available 
along with convenient, secured shopping in The AOS 
BookShop and Orchid Emporium. 


The American Orchid Society 

Dept. AVMAG, 16700 AOS Lane 

Delray Beach, FL 33446-4351 

Telephone (561)404-2000 Fax (561)404-2100 

E-mail theAOS@aos.org Web site aos.org 




om 


Where the passion for the violets lives 
Tina Drouin • 6920 St-Fran 9 ois N. 
Sherbrooke (Quebec) • Canada J1C 0A5 *(819) 276-0561 
email: bloomlovers@videotron.ca 
website: www.bloomlovers.com 
For a full color catalogue, please send S2 to the address above . 
1 offer a VERY wide variety of African violet cuttings 
(leaves) and plugs as well as an assortment of episcias 
Mail order only please, no visits. 



CAPE COD VIOLETRY 

John & Barbara Cook 

587 Shawmut Ave, New Bedford, MA 02740-4620 

Ph. (508) 993-2386 

OUR 38TH YEAR p or orders - Email violets@cape.com 

For CATALOG in Adobe Acrobat Email ccviolets@msn.com or send $2.00 (refundable with order) to 

above address 




OVER 500,000 PLASTIC POTS IN STOCK FROM 1-1/2” to 8” 
Standard - Tub - Square White - Green - Terracotta 


Oyama Planters - All Sizes and Colors 

Dandy Pots 

Swift’s Moist Rites 

Wick Water Reservoirs 

Permanest Tray 

3” and 6” Clear Domes 

Labels 3”-4”-5” 

Pesticides and many other products 


Fertilizers 

Dyna-Gro - Optimara - Peters - Shultz - Others 
Growing Media 

African Violet Mix and Wicking Mix 
Vermiculite - Perlite - Peat Moss 
Physan 20 - Phyton 27 
Superthrive 


Manufacturers of ELISA’S AFRICAN VIOLET SUPPORT RINGS & J FIND RINGS 

























The 


Violet Bam 


10-time winner, AVSA Best New Cultivar Award 

Extensive online catalog at www, 


Looking for 'other' gesneriads? We have them too! 


Looking for African violets? We have them! 


• Hundreds of varieties, including our award-winning "Rob's" 

and 'Ma's' varieties. Like 'Rob's Ditzi Mitzi 'at right. 

• Many more of the latest varieties from Russia and Ukraine 

• A large selection chimera varieties and Saintpaulia species 


Want a good deal? 10 different varieties, seller's choice, for $40* 
...specify miniature, standard, or trailing. 


We grow hundreds more of the 'violet 
relatives', including many of the latest 
like those shown here: 

Episcio 'Jim's Specialty' deft! 

Sinningia 'Kleopatra' (at right) 

"Seller's choice" specials: 

5 different episcias for $20* 

5 different kohleria for $20* 


You might want to try streptocarpus. We're famous for our 'Bristol's' 
hybrids. All are showy plants, easy growers and prolific bloomers, 
like 'Bristol's Night Light ', one of our latest, shown at right 

Our offer: 10 different streptocarpus, seller's choice, $40* 

We also have sinningia—everything from microminis to speciosa 

Many, many, other genera of gesneriads listed on our online 
catalog. We have companion plants, like begonias and hoyas, too! 




We are also THE source for miniature container and terrarium plants. These are truly miniature plants. 
See our extensive listing online. Our special: 10 different mini terrarium plants, seller's choice, $40* 


*Shippina : April 15-October 31 via USPS priority mail. $10 per order, then add $.80 per plant 
We ship in winter too! By express mail only. Visit website for details and pricing. 

We ship anywhere (internationally), anytime - safe delivery guaranteed! 



Find us on Facebook! Search 'Violet Barn' or go to www.facebook.com/africanviolets 

"like" us and receive all of the latest updates—new plants, growing tips, contests, and more! 


Dr. Ralph (Rob) & Olive Ma Robinson Phone: 585-374-8592 Fax: 585-374-6947 

PO Box 9, Naples, NY 14512 Open for visitors Tuesday thru Saturday, 12-5 pm 

Stay at the "Violet House" while visiting! Phone orders Monday-Saturday 12-5 pm, Web-orders anytime 
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AVSA Information > 

FOR CONDUCTING BUSINESS WITHIN YOUR SOCIETY 7 

FOR ACCURATE SERVICE, SEND YOUR INQUIRIES TO THE CORRECT PERSON. ALWAYS INCLUDE YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS. 


AVSA OFFICE: Amy Carruth, Office Manager, 2375 
North Street, Beaumont, TX 77702, 409-839-4725; FAX 
409-839-4329. Hours: Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 
4:00 p.m. CST. Email <avsa@earthlink.net> 

Send check payable to AVSA for new or renewable member¬ 
ship to AVSA Office, 2375 North Street, Beaumont, TX 
77702; phone 409-839-4725. Remit in U.S. dollars with 
draft or check on a USA bank. See Membership 
Application. Master Card/Visa accepted. 

MEMBERSHIP AND PROMOTION: Send ideas, offers to 
help, requests for assistance to Joyce Stork, 2501 E. 23rd St. 
Fremont, NE 6S025. Email <kentsflowers@gmail.com>. 
AFFILIATES: For information on Affiliates or how to 
organize a chapter, write Mel Grice, 2019 Crosswind Ct., 
Englewood, OH 45322. £ , //w//<melsgrice@eanhlink.net>. 
AVSA SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION: Charles Ramser, 
2413 Martin St., Witchita Falls, TX 78308. Email 
<charles.ramser@mwso.edu> 

COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES AND COMMERCIAL 
SALES & EXHIBITS: Lynn Lombard, 790 Ridgecrest Dr., Colfax, 
CA 95713. For information on convention entries or sales room, 
contact Lynn Lombard, Email d}irii^ntad@\\’orldrieLatt.net> 
CONVENTION AWARDS: Jan. issue. Send suggestions or 
contributions for convention awards to Judy Carter, 1825 W. 
Lincoln St., Broken Arrow, OK 74012-8509. Email 
<AVSAawards@\\indstream.net>. 

CONVENTION PROGRAM: Send special requests for workshop 
programs or interesting speakers to Kathy Lahti, Convention 
Director, 4157 Oliver Ave. N.W., Annandale, MN 55302, Email 
<lahti@lakedalelink.net> If interested in sponsoring a national 
convention in your area, contact Convention Director. 

FUTURE CONVENTION DATES: Kansas City, MO. May 24 
- May 31, 2015. 

JUDGE’S DUPLICATE CARD: Send self-addressed stamped 
envelope to Bill Foster, 3610 Gray Dr., Mesquite, TX 75150. 
JUDGING SCHOOL: To register a judging school, send 
request to Ruth Loomis, Email <ruthloomis@msn.com>. A 
registration fee of $15 is required. 

MASTER VARIETY LIST: 

MVL SUPPLEMENTS: Download from AVSA website, or 
order from AVSA office for $2.00. Orders in writing only. 
Send any correction and/or description of new cultivars 
with hybridizer’s name to: Joe Bruns, 1220 Stratford Lane, 
Hanover Park, IL 50130. 

MEMBERSHIP CARDS: Sent to Associate Members. 
Renewing members receive card on white protective cover of 
AVM. 

OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE: AVSA Secretary, Elmer 
Godeny, 8206 S. 43rd St., West Ave, Tulsa, OK 74132. Email 
<ekgprofl@cox.net> 

PLANT REGISTRATION: Joe Bruns, 1220 Stratford Ln., 
Hanover Park, IL 60203-2667. Email <jbruns@qwip.net>. 
RESEARCH: Send suggested projects for scientific research or 
names of interested, qualified, potential research personnel to 
Dr. Jeff Smith, 3014 W. Amherst Rd., Muncie, IN 47304. 


SHOW SCHEDULE APPROVER: For information on 
Shows, AVSA Awards, and Approving Schedules write to: 
Meredith Hall, P. 0. Box 370, Marlin, TX 76661. Email 
<m.hall@reagan.com>. Do not send Show Schedules by 
Email - this"address is for information ONLY. 

NEW PRICES FOR AVSA ROSETTES, EFFECTIVE 
JANUARY 1, 2012: SSA Packet with no rosettes $5.00. 
Orders for rosettes must be specific as to which is needed- 
standard, species, mini-semi, they may be mixed, color and 
size all same price. All rosettes are $5.00 each added to 
price of SSA packet. 

AFRICAN VIOLET MAGAZINE INFORMATION 

MAGAZINE: Copyrighted 2007, The African Violet Society of 
America, Inc., all rights reserved. Reproduction, in whole or in 
pan, in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
without pennission is prohibited. All articles are property of 
AVSA and must not be reprinted without Editor’s permission. 
AVM EDITOR: Ruth Rumsey, 2375 North Street, Beaumont, 
TX 77702; 409-839-4725; FAX 409-839-4329. Email 
<mmisey@earthlink.net>. 

ARTICLES BY MEMBERS, COLUMNISTS AND MEMORI¬ 
ALS: Send to Editor. 

Please Note: Deadlines - Articles and Columnists: Jan. 

issue - Oct. 1; Mar. issue - Dec. 1; May issue - Feb. 1; July 
issue - Apr 1; Sept, issue - June 1; Nov. issue - Aug. 1. 
COMING EVENTS: Send to Editor. 

Coming Events Deadlines: - Jan. issue - Nov. 1; Mar. 
issue - Jan. 1; May issue - Mar. 1; July issue - May 1; Sept, 
issue - July 1; Nov. issue - Sept. 1. 

ADVERTISING MANAGER: Advertising rates and informa¬ 
tion: Cindi Nofziger, 1035 Lakewood Dr., Albany, OR 97321. 
Email <ccnofziger@comcast.net> (Ad rates on web site: 
AVSA.org) (541) 926-8116. 

ADVERTISING DEADLINES: Jan/Feb. issue - Nov. 1; 
Mar/Apr. issue - Jan. 1; May/June issue - Mar. 1; July/Aug. issue 
- May 1; Sept./Oct. issue - July 1; Nov./Dec. issue - Sept. 1. 
BACK ISSUES: Complete your set now. Request price list of 
available issues from Beaumont office. Send SASE for list. 
BEST VARIETIES: HONOR ROLL COMPILER John Carter, 
1825 W. Lincoln St., Broken Arrow, OK 74012-8509. 
BOOSTER FUND: Send contributions to Shirley Berger, 2822 
S. Mainsail Dr., Avon Park, FL 33825-6032. 

BOYCE EDENS RESEARCH FUND: Send contributions 
to Marlene Buck, 17235 N. 106th Ave., Sun City, AZ 
85373-1958. 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE FUND: Send contributions to 
Susan Hapner, 35 Ridge Point Dr., Chesterfield, MO 63017. 
TINARI ENDOWMENT FUND: Send contributions to Janet 
Riemer, 256 Pennington-Harbourton Rd., Pennington, NJ 
08534-4007 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Send new address at least 30 days 
before it is to take effect, along with old address, to AVSA 
office in Beaumont. 

TALLY TIME: Susan Anderson, 4040 E. Maldonado Dr., 
Phoenix, AZ 85042. Email: <sandersonl22@cox.net>. 


The African Violet Magazine (ISSN 0002-0265) is published bi-monthly: January, March, May, July, September, November. 
Periodical postage is paid by The African Violet Society of America, Inc., a non-profit organization, 
at 2375 North Street, Beaumont, TX 77702 and at additional mailing offices. 

Subscription $35.00 per year which is included in membership dues. • Copyright 2009 The African Violet Society of America, Inc. 
POSTMASTER: Please send change of address form 3579 to African Violet Magazine, 2375 North Street, Beaumont, TX 77702 
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1825 W. Lincoln St. 
Broken Arrow, OK 74012-8509 


President’s Message 

By John T. Carter, President 


We are off to another busy year. I 
hope by now you have sent in your 
convention registration. If not, it is not 
too late. Hopefully, you have a number 
of plants growing for the show. This 
year we have a large show room, so we 
can display all of the plants that you can 
bring. Don't overlook the opportunities 
to enter designs. There are some great 
tours planned and educational programs 
lined up. Kansas City is centrally located and easy 
to get to. You have a free shuttle to the airport 
which is only ten minutes away. 

I hope that you are visiting the AVSA website 
occasionally. Two new features have been added 
to the members’ part of the website. You will find 
a list of the Best in Show entries at our national 
conventions from 1991 through 2014. Secondly, 
a new photo gallery of new introductions has been 
added to this area. This is something that will help 
you make up your shopping list before you come 
to the convention. The education area is also 
being reviewed and revamped to make it easier to 
use and to improve the quality and quantity of in¬ 
formation available. 

The violet enthusiasts following social media 
continue to grow. We have had Internet Affiliates 
for several years. There was an interest in some of 
the Facebook groups to become affiliated with 
AVSA as a way of showing their support for our 
society. At the board meeting last year the term 
"internet" was replaced with the term "virtual." 
Groups on Facebook, or the Internet, or any social 
media format can now register as a Virtual Affiliate. 
Groups registered as such will be listed on the 


AVSA Affiliate page. Several years ago, 
the board approved the Internet affiliate 
dues of $10 per year. This was not 
properly documented nor ever collected 
from any of these affiliates. The same 
$10 dues apply to the Virtual Affiliates. 
This is one form of notification to you. 
Since this is related to the "virtual 
world" you will not find the membership 
on our printed membership forms. It is, 
however, offered on our website, so if you would 
like to register your "virtual” group as an AVSA 
member, simply go to the website and purchase 
the membership. The Affiliate Chair will be notified 
to add your group to the website. 

I want to thank you for your response to the 
Tlnari challenge donation. You have reached the 
$10,000 level with only $5,000 remaining to meet 
the matching challenge. Once we meet the chal¬ 
lenge level, the Tinari Endowment Fund will be 
working for AVSA. It is not too late to give. Let’s 
meet this challenge before the convention. 

The upcoming Kansas City Convention will be 
my 26th convention. I know this is nothing com¬ 
pared to the years Nancy Hayes and Janet Reimer 
have attended, but after all these years we become 
like family and look forward to seeing our violet 
family each year. We learn of several members 
every year whose health has declined and are no 
longer able to travel. By the same token, we meet 
new family members each year from those attend¬ 
ing the first time or who are only able to attend oc¬ 
casionally. Keep in mind that we are family the 
year-round. Encourage our family to meet in 
Kansas City. Let’s all plan on being there. 

John 
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35Hi:dr’s Notes 

2375 North Street • Beaumont, TX 77702 

By Ruth Rumsey, AVM Editor 

Email: rrumsey@earthlink.net 


Our 2015 AVSA Convention is 
coming sooner than we think! We’ll 
be in Kansas City, Missouri, on May 
24th - 51st. In this issue you will 
find information about the Tours 
(pages 32 & 35) and Presentations 
(pages 46 & 47). No matter where 
our conventions are scheduled, it is so 
much fun to see not only new parts 
of the country, but our AV friends. 

Some of my dearest friends are those 
1 only see for a few days each spring. 

If you will be attending the convention, please 
consider donating a “violet-related" item to the 
AVSA Luncheon Auction. The auction is some¬ 
thing most attendees look forward to, not only for 
the opportunity to get cuttings of new plants 
available in the Gesneriad world, and lots of items 
that are of interest to other bidders, but it so much 
fun, and everyone has a great time. If you are 
planning to donate an item to the auction, please 
get in touch with Edna Rourke, our auction or¬ 
ganizer, and let her know what you are planning 
to donate. You may contact her at (203)-926- 
9716 or by email: 

Apapillon@aol.com. 

Well, my office has been taken over by plants 
once again. I am not kidding. There are pots of 
“not so small" babies (these are more “toddlers” 
in size, then “babies"). They are in pots covering 
many surfaces...including, but not limited to, a 


broken shredder laying on its side in 
front of a window, a discarded “tea 
cart" that I came in possession of, and 
pots sitting on the soil around the top 
of a pot that is home to my large 
twenty-two year old Ficus tree, a sur¬ 
vivor of Hurricanes Rita and Ike. 

An overturned metal trash can, 
also in front of the northern windows, 
holds my notorious 'Cirelda,' that had 
been repotted once last year, and is 
striving to totally cover any visible trace 
of its large white pot...and is succeeding. In the 
bathroom, plants are on a shelf near the window, 
and on stacks of empty boxes, as they reach for 
the sunlight coming through. 

My Strep ‘Raydar’s Ruthie' one of Ray 
Pittman and Darryl Hoover’s hybrids is still in 
bloom, as are the ‘babies '(“toddlers") from 
‘Mac’s Basic Black with Pearls, ’ a gift from 
hybridizer George McDonald, and several of the 
Russian hybrids given to me by my friend 
Dmitry Ozherelyev, of Russia. 

We have a new Commercial advertiser 
debuting in this issue, Starz N Streps. The f 
owners are Steve and Donna Turner of 
Michigan. See their ad on page 63. 

Don’t forget to send your Convention 
Registrations in early, some tours are limited in 
size! 




AVSA’s 69th National Convention 

‘Violets Love KCJazz, Blues, andBarbeque’ 
May 24th-May 31, 2015 
For Complete Convention Information 
Visit AVSA’s Website, www.avsa.org 
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By Amy Carruth, AVSA Office Manager 


2375 North Street • Beaumont, TX 77702 
Email: avsa@earthlink.net 


Convention time is here! AVSA’s 
69th consecutive Convention and 
Show will be held May 24 - May 31, 

2015, at the Holiday Inn KCI Airport 
Hotel & KCI Expo Center, in Kansas 
City, MO. There will be some great 
tours and presentations. The show is 
always beautiful and there will be 
plenty of vendors there to help you fill 
up more of your trays at home. It’s 
definitely something you don’t want 
to miss! I look forward to going every 
year to see old friends and meet more of our won¬ 
derful members. 

The Convention Registration and Information 
is posted on the website at www.avsa.org. If you 
are unable to print it out from the website, please 
give me a call at the office (409) 839-4725 and 
I will be more than happy to mail you the 
information. Please get your convention 
registration to the office as soon as possible. 
With me being the only one handling the con¬ 
vention registrations, I really need your help in 
getting yours in early. This will make it easier for 
me to prepare for the convention. For those of 
you wanting to sit together at any of the 
three main meals, your registrations must 


come in the same envelope. No 
seating assignments will be 
accepted after the early cut off 
date. I greatly appreciate your help 
with this! 

Once again, it is very important 
that your club’s information is correct 
in our records as well as on the AVSA 
website. I have many people call try¬ 
ing to find a local club near them and 
some of the information we have is 
outdated. Please help us keep that in¬ 
formation correct so we can help those wanting to 
learn more about growing! You can email 
changes to: 

avsa@earthlink.net and melsgrice@earthlink.net. 
Also, for those clubs interested in getting back 
issues for their shows, we still have plenty 
available for just the cost of postage which is now 
$12.65. They are shipped in a medium, flat-rate 
box with 20-30 assorted back issues enclosed. 

Judges, make sure you are current on your 
dues! With the spring shows approaching you will 
want to qualify for Judging. 

I hope to see you all in Kansas City! Please 
don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions at all! 



Convention Meals Seating 

For those of you wanting to sit together at the three main meals, your 
registrations. No seating assignments will be accepted after the early cut off date. 

There will be NO EXCEPTIONS. 
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Little Ruby 

Exhibited by: Brett Flewelling 
Hybridized by: Holtkamp 
Miniature 
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Yukako 

Exhibited by: Rodney Barnett 
Hybridized by-. Unknown/Japan 
Standard 
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In Search of New Violets 

Dr. Jeff Smith, The Indiana Academy 


Ball State University • Muncie, IN 47306 
Email: JSmith4@bsu.edu 


One of the things that make African 
violets so interesting or sometimes so 
frustrating to grow is that they often 
change and don’t remain true to their 
original descriptions. The question 
often raised is: the change due to 
culture, or is the change genetic? Or 
rephrasing the question another way, 
is the change nature or is it nurture? 

With African violets, it can be very' 
difficult to tell. 

A genetic change by definition is a change at the 
fundamental DNA level of the plant. Genetic 
changes, also known as mutations or sports, 
should be stable and continued, regardless of the 
growing conditions. For example, pink flower color 
is a mutation or genetic change from the original 
w'ild blue flowers. A genetic change should be 
passed down to offspring through leaf cuttings and 
through sexual reproduction. However, in sexual 
reproduction the trait can be hidden (a genetic 
recessive) and may not always be expressed if a 
dominant form of the trait is also present. 
Consistency in the expression of the trait in the 
individual and from generation to generation is 
usually the hallmark of a genetic trait. 

African violets are extremely sensitive to their 
growing conditions or environment. Small changes 
in light quantity, light quality, water, minerals, pH, 
or other growing conditions can have significant ef¬ 
fects on their growth and expression of their ge¬ 
netic potential. For example, a plant that is starved 
for light or nutrients will never reach its full size or 
dark green leaf coloration of its genetic potential. 
When the cultural or growing conditions are re¬ 
stored to optimal, the plant should then realize its 
genetic potential. Changes due to culture are not 
inherited through leaf cuttings or sexually. They 
are only consistently expressed as long as the 
environment is constant. Change the environment, 
and a cultural trait will respond in kind. 

The following questions are representative of the 


questions that can arise between nature 
and nurture. Is the observed change 
genetic, or due to a change in the 
culture? 

Q: I have a ‘Picasso’ that is 
developing pink variegation and is no 
longer true to the hybridizer’s 
description. Is this genetic or cultural? 
How do I get the plant back to the 
original description for show? 

A: A plant that develops the red leaf backing 
trait giving pink variegation could either be genetic 
or cultural. The first thing to examine is if there 
have been any changes made to the growing 
conditions of the plant. Was a light replaced with 
a new' bulb type? Has the fertilizer been changed? 
Is the w'ater coming from a different source? Was 
the plant repotted in a different soil mixture? Did 
one of the soil mixture ingredients come from a 
new' source? Has the temperature of the growing 
area become warmer or cooler than usual? If the 
answer is “Yes” to any of these questions, the pink 
variegation is probably due to a cultural change. If 
the cultural change can be identified (and there are 
many possibilities to consider) and restored to the 
original condition, the plant should stop producing 
the pink variegation. 

Another clue is to look at the location of the pink 
variegation. If the plant is under uniform conditions 
for light, temperature etc. and the whole plant is 
developing the pink color, then culture is likely the 
cause. Genetic changes or mutations often start in 
a single leaf or appear on only one side of the plant. 
If the environmental conditions appear to be 
constant and pink variegation is occurring in only 
one or two leaves, this probably indicates a genetic 
mutation. If these leaves with pink variegation are 
removed and propagated, a genetic change should 
show up in the new plantlets. They should also 
show pink variegation when the plants mature. 

Genetic changes cannot be reversed. They 
should remain reasonably stable even if the culture 
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is changed. Once the DNA has changed to 
something like pink variegation, all future leaves 
and offspring from the plant should show the 
change. Only by propagating a leaf without the 
genetic change can you hope to conserve the 
original traits. 

In summary look closely at the culture or 
growing conditions of your plant of ‘Picasso’. If a 
cultural change can be identified and corrected you 
may be able to restore the plant back to the 
hybridizer’s description. If not, you may have a 
genetic change and a new sport to evaluate. 

Q: I made a hybridization attempt where the 
pollen parent had purple Jlowers and the seed 
parent had pink Jlowers. Although the 
hybridization attempt was unsuccessfid, the next 
Jlowers of the seed parent were blue, not pink. Did 
the hybridization attempt somehow change the 
seed parent? 

A: I think you have a coincidence in the timing 
of events. The act of hybridization (successful or 
not) should not have changed the genetics of the 
seed parent. It should have retained the trait for 
pink flowers. If the flowers have become purple, I 
would suspect that a reverse mutation has taken 
place. Purple (blue) is the wild flower color in 
African violets. Pink is a genetic mutation where a 
gene stops working, changing the flower color. 
However, mutations can sometimes reverse or 
repair themselves restoring the trait to the original 
wild type, in this case purple flowers. This should 


be totally independent of any hybridization history 
of the plant. 

Q: I’ve recently noticed a plant with single 
Jlowers that seem to partially t fold at night andjlex 
back open during the day. Is this Jlower 
movement genetic or environmental? 

A: Many plants have flowers that change the 
position of their petals in response to environmen¬ 
tal clues. TUlips, for example, fold close during cold 
rainy weather and open up the petals during 
warmer sunny days. This is thought to benefit the 
plant by exposing the reproductive parts only when 
pollinators are active, enhancing the reproductive 
chances of the plant. African violets may well have 
some ability to fold their flowers, but since many 
growers grow under artificial light with set 
day/night cycles, the plants have very little time to 
respond to changing daylight conditions. Conver¬ 
sations with the grower who sent in this question 
revealed that the plant had single petals and was 
growing in natural light. This situation made it 
more natural and more obvious that the petals were 
changing positions between day and night. Plants 
with double or semi-double flowers would be less 
likely to show this flexing of their petals over time. 
In this situation, we have the genetic potential for 
the flowers to change position, but it takes the en¬ 
vironmental clues and keen eye of the grower to 
notice the changes. This shows how environment 
can adjust the genetic potential of the plant. 


AVSA BOOSTER FUND 

Shirley Berger • 2822 S Mainsail Dr. • Avon Park, FL 33825-6032 

Donations received November 1, 2014 to December 31, 2014. Total: $308.85 

Geneva 

Two-tone 

Garden State African Violet Club, 

Carolyn Lantz, Tlmberville, VA 

New Jersey 


In lieu of judges expensesfor the 

Thumbprint 

club's 2014 show: Judges Susan Amao, Linda 

Cvj Annette N. Hershkowitz, Commack, NY 

LoPresti, Bob Kurzynski, Sandy Skaiski. 

Ralph Mancusi, Fleming Island, FL 
^ Blake Mayfield, Rogers, TX 

Multicolor 

Martha Nix, Baliwin, MO 

gw Trudy Brekel, Brighton, CO 

Tri-state African Violet Council, N] 

Mary Alice Carver, Wesley Chapel, FL 

In lieu of judges expensesfor Judy Smith and 

Patricia Huffman, Carmichaels, PA 

Susan E. Amao 
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A Family Portrait 

By Mel Grice 


2019 Crosswind Ct. • Englewood, OH 
Email: <melsgrice@earthlink.net 



Nautilocalyx pemphidius 


Nautilocalyx (naw till o KAY lix) 
is a gesneriad genus collected in 
Ecuador, Peru, and Colombia. The 
name refers to the bracts that enfold 
the flowers, which are thought to re¬ 
semble the shell of the nautilus. 

Nautilocalyx are terrestrial perennial 
herbs that grow in shady, wet places 
and on rocks in forests. These tender 
plants are grown for their showy fo¬ 
liage and small, tubular flowers borne 
close to the stems. 

Nautilocalyx pemphidius has glossy dark 
brown, lance-shaped leaves borne in opposite 
pairs on fleshy stems. The bullate (i.e., covered 
with rounded swellings like blisters) leaves are 
heavily puckered. Tlibular, five-lobed white 
flowers appear in small clusters at the axils (where 
the bases of the leaves meet the stems). Some 
people say that the flowers are fragrant with a 
slight citrusy smell, 
but I have never been 
able to detect any fra¬ 
grance. The white 
episcioid flower 
corolla suggests polli¬ 
nation by Euglossine 
bees in nature. The 
ephemeral white 
flowers do not last 
more than a day, 
which makes it a 
challenge to show. 

You need to have lots 
of buds ready to open 
to ensure that you 
have at least one open flower when the plant is 
judged. 

Nautilocalyx pemphidius prefers bright, filtered 


light and warm, humid conditions. 
Grow them in light, fertile, well- 
drained soilless potting mix. Keep 
soil evenly moist during the growing 
season. I wick water this plant, 
which is grown in my basic AV mix 
that is almost half perlite. It grows 
under a tall dome near the end of a 
two-foot long, two-tube T-12 fixture. 
The light stand sits in front of an 
east-facing window shaded by blinds 
so it does receive some natural light as well as 
fluorescent light. Nautilocalyx pemphidius can be 
grown single or multi-crowned. 1 grow mine 
multi-crowned as shown in the photo of my blue- 
ribbon entry shown at the Gesneriad Society 
Convention in Nashville last summer. 

A single stem of Nautilocalyx pemphidius 
(think AV crown cutting) will easily root and grow 
in a small 2-1/2 inch pot kept covered by a dome 

or plastic bag to 
maintain high humid¬ 
ity. Several cuttings 
(four to five) placed 
in a larger (four to 
five inch) azalea pot 
or bulb pan will result 
in a show plant that 
you will be proud of. 
A single leaf of 
Nautilocalyx pem¬ 
phidius will root just 
like an African violet 
and produce new 
plants. This method 
of propagation takes a 
little longer than rooting crown cuttings. 

I highly recommend Nautilocalyx pemphidius 
as a rewarding plant to add to your collection. 
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Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


Persian Prince 

Exhibited by: Heather Demers 
Hybridized by: S. Sorano/LLyon Greenhouses 

Miniature 
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Registration Report 

By Joe Bruns 


1220 Stratford Lane • Hanover Park, IL 60133 

Email: jbruns@qwip.net 
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Donna Brining - Hammonton, NJ 
‘Donna’s Confetti Cake’ (10716) 
11/06/2014 (D. Brining) Single-semi- 
double light pink pansy/purple fantasy, 
variable white edge. Medium-light 
green, serrated. Standard 

‘Donna’s Mother’s Love’ (10717) 
11/06/2014 (D. Brining) Semidouble 
pale pink pansy/purple fantasy along 
edges. Crown variegated medium green, cream, 
yellow and pink, serrated. Standard 

‘Donna’s Spring Meadow’ (10718) 
11/06/2014 (D. Brining) Semidouble pale coral- 
pink ruffled star/darker veins. Crown variegated 
medium green and yellow, quilted, wavy. 
Standard 

‘Donna’s Stardust’ (10719) 11/06/2014 (D. 
Brining) Double lavender-pink pansy/dark laven¬ 
der fantasy spots and streaks. Medium green, ser¬ 
rated. Standard 

‘Donna’s Sunset’ (10720) 11/06/2014 (D. 
Brining) Semidouble dark hot pink star/purple fan¬ 
tasy. Crown variegated medium-dark green, 
cream and pink, quilted, wavy. Standard 
‘Donna’s Twilight Snowfall’ (10721) 
11/06/2014 (D. Brining) Semidouble-double light 
blue and white pansy. Light-medium green, ser¬ 
rated. Standard 


Hortense Pittman - Celina, TX 
‘Jolly Andrea’ (10722) 11/24/2014 (H. 
Pittman) Semidouble-double blue and white. 
Crown variegated medium-dark green and gold, 
plain. Semiminiature 

‘Jolly Bambino’ (10723) 11/24/2014 (H. 
Pittman) Semidouble red pansy/variable thin white 
edge. Dark green, scalloped, girl foliage. 

Miniature 

‘Jolly Butterfly’ (10724) 11/24/2014 (H. 
Pittman) Semidouble red pansy. Dark green, plain. 

Semiminiature 


‘Jolly Dazzler’ (10725) 11/24/2014 f \ 
(H. Pittman) Semidouble pink/purple i| 
fantasy. Crown variegated medium 
green, gold and cream. Semiminiature ' 
‘Jolly Happy Time’ (10726) 
11/24/2014 (H. Pittman) Semidouble > 
white pansy/red eye, edge. Medium | ! 
green, plain. Semiminiature 
‘Jolly Jan’ (10727) 11/24/2014 (H. 
Pittman) Semidouble-double burgundy-red two- 
tone pansy. Dark green, pointed, quilted. 
Semiminiature 

‘Jolly John’ (10728) 11/24/2014 (H. Pittman) 
Single-semidouble dark pink pansy/purple fantasy. 
Crown variegated dark green, gold and bronze, 
plain. Semiminiature 

‘Jolly Memory’ (10729) 11/24/2014 (H. \ 

Pittman) Single-semidouble light pink 
pansy/darker eye, variable white-green edge. 
Medium green, plain, glossy, serrated. 

Semiminiature 

‘Jolly Pepper’ (10730) 11/24/2014 (H. 

Pittman) Semidouble-double pink two-tone/purple 
fantasy. Variegated medium green, cream and 
gold, plain. Semiminiature 

‘Jolly Ruby’ (10731) 11/24/2014 (H. 

Pittman) Semidouble red pansy. Dark green, girl 
foliage. Miniature 

‘Jolly Sunday’ (10732) 11/24/2014 (H. 

Pittman) Semidouble pink two-tone pansy. 

Variegated medium green and gold, plain. 

Semiminiature 

‘Jolly Wow’ (10733) 11/24/2014 (H. j : 

Pittman) Single-semidouble red pansy. Dark green, 
plain. Semiminiature 

REGISTRATION CHANGES 

The following has been changed by the 
hybridizer: 

‘Jolly Lilac’ (10456) Change from ( 

Semiminiature to Miniature. - r 
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SENIOR JUDGES - IMPORTANT NOTICE 


Senior Judges may apply for a renewal 
examination between May 1 and September 1, 
2015. Send request to Barbara Werness, 
12354 Naples Street NE, Blaine, MN 55449. 
Include a check for $5.00 payable to AVSA 
and proof of three blue ribbons as per AVSA 
Handbook, 2011 edition, page 88. For a printed 
hardcopy of the exam, allow three weeks for de¬ 
livery. Examination may be received by email as 
a Microsoft Word attachment if so requested. 
Please specify if it will be used as electronic copy 
or handwritten hard copy. A printed hardcopy 
(not email) of the exam must be returned 
to Barbara Werness by October 1, 2015, for 
grading. 

Those Advanced Judges who meet the 
requirements and wish to apply for their first 
Senior Judge examination, send a request to 
Barbara Werness. Include a check for $5.00 
payable to AVSA. Also send the following items 
of documentation of eligibility per AVSA 
Handbook: 


1. List of all judging schools attended, grades, 
etc. 

2. Signed schedule of five AVSA shows 
judged (copy of signed title page with all show 
information is sufficient.) 

3. Verification of three blue ribbons earned per 
AVSA Handbook, 2011 Edition, Page 88. 

Allow three weeks for delivery. Schedules 
and cards will be returned if a SASE is included 
with proper amount of postage. Applications - 
post- marked after September 1, 2015, will be 
returned and application may be made next year. 

No exams will be returned until after Oc¬ 
tober 15, 2015. Please include email address 
and you will be notified of receipt of your exam 
or include a self-addressed postcard and it will 
be returned upon arrival of exam. 


Barbara Werness 
bwerness@comcast. net 
763-754-3918 


Saintpaulia Ancestry Project Update 

By Hector Wong 


These hybridizers have submitted information 
to the Saintpaulia Ancestry Project. 

Anderson, Baker, Bann, Brownlie, Bryant, 
Burdick, Clements, Darrow, Dates, Dornbusch, 
Elkin, Eros, Eyerdom, Fredette, Hajner, Han¬ 
cock, Harrington, Hill, Holtzman, Hoover, Jack- 
son, Khoe, Ko, Kurzynski, Lambert, Lebetskaia, 
McDonald, Miemietz, Munk, Nadeau, Nagy, 
Ness, Norton, Pilon, Pittman, Repkina, Robin¬ 
son, Robinson, Rollins, Senk, Smith, Stork, 
Stromborg, Unari, and Toth. 

The project began in 1990, as a place to list 
parentage information of African violets. It is 
quite a historical read to know your plant an¬ 
cestry. It can also enlighten practical informa¬ 
tion, as some growers will agree that plants with 
similar ancestry require similar growing condi¬ 
tions. On another aspect, ancestry information 


can offer genetic information for hybridizers to 
create exiting new varieties. 

It is now 2015. Thanks to AVSA, local affili¬ 
ate plant clubs, social media, and the Internet, 
the project is today a reality with a large number 
of hybridizers. Spread the word, and contact 
your favorite hybridizer. Success stories come 
when people like you, who have read about the 
project, contact hybridizers that are members of 
local plant clubs, or live nearby. 

Here are a few examples: Tina Moreno facili¬ 
tated a document from the late Jimmy Dates, 
Darryl Hoover contacted Hortense Pittman, and 
Patt Matson contacted Ruth Bann and Jean Ness, 
and the list goes on. 

Visit the new website for the Saintpaulia 
Ancestry Project: 

http://saintpauliaancestry.wordpress.com 
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Cajun ’s Coujon 

Exhibited and Hybridized by-. Belinda Thibodeaux 

Standard 
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Mac's 

Callow 

Fellow 

Exhibited by: 
Anne Nicholas 
Hybridized by: 
G. McDonald 
Semiminiature 



Photo Credit : Winston J. Goretsky 



Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


High 

Expectations 

Exhibited and 
Hybridized by: 

P. Sorano/LLyon 

Greenhouses 

Standard 
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The Violet Network 


By Jennie Lawrence 


Email: missjennae@yahoo.com 


YouTube 


It is not unusual for an educator to 
use Youtube to reinforce a lesson or a 
concept being taught. This Internet fea¬ 
ture, while full of silly, homemade 
videos, also can be quite informative 
and educational. A subscription is not 
required. One can find it by simply 
Googling “You Tlibe.” That done, a 
message may pop up saying you need 
to upgrade your browser. That is gener¬ 
ally easy to do, and there are a few choices, be¬ 
tween Safari, Firefox, and Google Chrome. Your 
computer will walk you through the steps. Also, 
make sure your speaker feature is turned on. 

Once there, you will see the Youtube opening 
screen. To the right of the Youtube logo will be a 
search box. Typing in the words, “African Violets” 
will bring a host of options on the drop down 
menu. There were about 7,850 results for this par¬ 
ticular search. 

Sometimes, the video doesn’t necessarily match 
the selected title. The suggestion, African Violets 
Queens of the Indoor Gardening Kingdom, took me 
to a video titled, Saintpaulia (African Violets) 
(slideshow) by a person identifying himself or her¬ 
self as 1947 Rogerio. This video consisted of pho¬ 
tos of violets, set to music. Most of the flowers were 
blues or purples, at least in the portion of the video 
I viewed. 

A search for African violet propagation revealed 
a long list of suggestions. First on the list was one 
titled Propagating/Cloning/Starting African Vio¬ 
letsfrom Leaves. This four minute, forty-four sec¬ 
ond video was by m3mald, whom the violet world 
knows as Anne Marie Keene. (She has numerous 
informative videos available.) Keene walks the 
viewer through leaf propagation in a clear, easy to 
view and understand manner. Should one not want 
to view this particular video; there are approxi¬ 
mately 3,350 others available. 

The viewer has the option of opening the videos 



to a full screen view. At the bottom right 
of the video picture is a square with 
solid comers and spaces on the edges. 
Clicking on that icon will make the 
video fill the computer screen. The 
viewer simply hits the escape button to 
exit hill screen. 

If a viewer does not go full screen, a 
long list of other videos related to the 
subject will appear on the right side of 
your computer screen. How to keep your African 
violets in constant bloom - Part 1" seemed inter¬ 
esting. This is a two-minute and thirty-two second 
video by Soo-neaty. The woman does a good job 
of demonstrating how to pinch off expired blooms. 
She has other videos on Youtube as well. 

A fun video that was well worth watching was 
John Regan - Grow to Show. This was posted by 
crit. cAVl. This just over five-minute video featured 
the Barrington Bloomers African Violet Society's - 
pre-show season workshop. AVSA judge Frances 
Jamowski and AVSA Nationals exhibitor Andrea 
Worrell critiqued member's plants. There was some 
great advice, laughter, and light-hearted banter. 

Viewers can comment on the videos that they 
watch, and can read through comments left by 
other people. A comment was left on this particu¬ 
lar video that one should never touch violet leaves 
with either fingers or a pencil. While that comment 
was “interesting," many of the comments can be 
fun and informative. 

Youtube videos are available on any “smart" 
device. The viewer will need to download the 
Youtube app. 

Videos from this site would be a great addition 
to any club meeting. There are a multitude of them 
available. However, it is important to preview the 
videos before showing them, to make sure that 
the information is accurate, and that the subject 
matter is as expected. 

Like many of the other features found on the 
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Internet, this is another one that is easy to get ambitious viewer can even create his or her own 
sucked into. Sit down to research one thing, and videos to post. (More about that in another 
an hour or more will have passed by. column.) This great site can be accessed at 
Nevertheless, it is a fun, educational site. An www.Youtube.com 
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Buckeye Seductress 

Exhibited by: Sandra Skalski 
Hybridized by: P. Hancock 
Large 
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Tcilly Time 2014 

Susan Anderson • 4040 E. Maldonado Dr. 


Phoenix, AZ 85042 


tallytime@avsa.org 

Add a winning African violet to your collection by using Tcilly Time. The data summarizes varieties and species receiving the greatest 
number of awards in judged AVSA Standard Show’s throughout the past year. The following summarizes results of 60 shows from six 
geographic regions. Please share the joy of violets and AVSA by teaching others about these beautiful plants. 

As many of you know’, AVSA offers first and second place awards (gold and purple rosettes, respectively) for three AVSA Collection 
classes: Standards, Species, and Mini/Semi-miniatures. This year the Toronto African Violet Society and the TXicson African Violet Society 
each successfully awarded all six AVSA collection awards. Congratulations! ' 

Thanks to all participating affiliates for their timely submissions of reports and for carefully recording variety names. Special thanks 
to those clubs that opted to use the new’ online submission form on the AVSA website; it saves time and postage. To have show winners 
included in the annual summary, please send completed Tcilly Time forms via online entry, mail or email by November 20th. Keep 
growing and showing! 




Total 

Number of 
Awards 

Number 
Best in 
Show 

Number Variety 

Second Hybridizer, 

Best Registration No. 

Number of 
Collection 
Awards 

Best Standard, 

Semi, Mini, TYailer 
or Species 


9 

3 

0 

Wua Irish Rose 

S. Sorano # S568 

3 

3 


9 

1 

1 

Optimara EverGrace 

R. Holtkamp #9123 

5 

2 

STANDARDS 

8 

1 

0 

Harbor Blue 

T. Weber #6174 

6 

1 

7 

1 

1 

Jersey Snow Flakes 

R. Kurzynski #9S20 

4 

1 

7 

0 

2 

Frozen in Time 

Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses/Sorano #9167 4 

1 


6 

2 

0 

Ma’s Wicked Witch 

0. Robinson #9298 

2 

2 


6 

0 

1 

Cajun’s Fair Maiden 

B. Thibodeaux #10636 

4 

1 


8 

1 

0 

Rob’s Dodo Bird 

R. Robinson #9800 

4 

3 

to 

6 

0 

1 

Rob’s Antique Rose 

R. Robinson #8451 

3 

2 

i 

6 

0 

0 

Ness’ Crinkle Blue 

D. Ness #8136 

5 

1 

3 

2 

5 

1 

0 

Eternal Orbit 

P. Sorano/Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses # 10224 3 

1 

U 

ft 

i 

5 

1 

0 

Jolly Frills 

H. Pittman #9907 

3 

1 

5 

0 

1 

Rob’s Fuzzy Navel 

R. Robinson #8735 

3 

1 


5 

0 

0 

Thunder Surprise 

S. Sanders #9024 

3 

2 


5 

0 

0 

Ness’ Satin Rose 

D. Ness #8144 

5 

0 


10 

0 

1 

Jolly Orchid 

H. Pittman #9719 

4 

5 


9 

0 

2 

Jolly Sailor 

H. Pittman #9914 

2 

5 

g 

9 

0 

0 

Precious Red 

H. Pittman #9724 

3 

6 

1 

8 

1 

1 

Windsome 

H. Pittman #10116 

3 

3 


8 

1 

0 

Rob’s Chilly Willy 

R. Robinson #9461 

2 

5 


6 

0 

2 

Orchard’s Bumble Magnet 

R. Wilson #8479 

1 

3 


13 

4 

0 

Rob’s Boolaroo 

R. Robinson #8053 

1 

8 

g 

7 

0 

1 

Rob’s Gundaroo 

R. Robinson #9294 

0 

6 


4 

1 

0 

Pink Star Lou 

Rienhardt #3304 

0 

3 

P 

4 

1 

0 

Rob’s Galiwinku 

R. Robinson #8059 

0 

3 

. 

4 

1 

0 

Rob’s Humpty Doo 

R. Robinson #8456 

1 

2 


It 

1 
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8 

1 

0 

S 5h clone velutina 

5 

2 


a 

8 

0 

1 

S 5a cion tgrandifblia No. 237 

2 

5 


G 

tri 

8 

0 

0 

S 8 clone rupicola 

3 

5 


cu 

8 

0 

0 

S 5cl clone ionantha 

4 

4 



8 

0 

0 

S 8 clone rupicola Cha Siraba 

4 

4 



The following table lists the award winners by geographic region. 
Geographic Region: State/Province (Number of Shows) 

Region I: Arizona (1), California (7), Colorado (1) , New Mexico (1) 

Region II: Iowa (2), Illinois (1), Minnesota (1), Missouri (4), Nebraska (1), Ohio (4), 

Wisconsin (2) 

Region III: Connecticut (2), Delaware (1), Maryland (1), Massachusetts (1), New Jersey (5), 
New York (6), Pennsylvania (2), Virginia (2) 

Region IV: Louisiana (1), Oklahoma (1), Texas (4) 

Region V: Florida (4). Tennessee (1) 

Region VI: Alberta (1), Nova Scotia (1), Ontario (2) 


Total Number Geographical Regopms 


Variety 

of Awards 

I 

11 

111 

IV 

V 

VI 


Wild Irish Rose 

9 

6 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 


Optimara EverGrace 

9 

- 

4 

2 

- 

3 

- 


Harbor Blue 

8 

1 

- 

4 

2 

- 

1 

S 

Jersey Snow Flakes 

7 

- 

1 

5 

1 

- 

- 


Frozen in Time 

7 

- 

1 

2 

- 

2 

2 


Ma’s Wicked Witch 

6 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 


Cajun’s Fair Maiden 

6 

- 

5 

- 

1 

- 

- 


Rob’s Dodo Bird 

8 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

4 

§ 

Rob’s Antique Rose 

6 

- 

1 

- 

3 

2 

- 


Ness’ Crinkle Blue 

6 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 


Eternal Orbit 

5 

- 

2 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Jolly Frills 

5 

1 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 


Rob’s Fuzzy Navel 

5 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

1 


Thunder Surprise 

5 

2 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 


Ness’ Satin Rose 

5 

2 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 


Jolly Orchid 

10 

- 

4 

4 

- 

2 

- 

1 

Jolly Sailor 

9 

- 

7 

- 

1 

1 

- 


Precious Red 

9 

2 

1 

4 

2 

- 

- 


Windsome 

8 

1 

4 

3 

- 

- 

- 

| 

Rob’s Chilly Willy 

8 

3 

- 

4 

- 

- 

1 


Orchard’s Bumble Magnet 

6 

4 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 


Rob’s Boolaroo 

13 

2 

1 

5 

3 

- 

2 

2 

u 

Rob’s Gundaroo 

7 

1 

1 

4 

- 

1 

- 


Pink Star Lou 

4 

- 

4 

- 

- 

_ 



Rob’s Galiwinku 

4 

- 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

: 

Rob’s Humpty Doo 

4 

2 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 


S 5h clone velutina 

8 

2 

1 

1 

1 

- 

3 


S 5a clone grandlfolia No. 237 

8 

1 

2 

4 

- 

1 

- 


S 8 clone rupicola 

8 

- 

3 

- 

2 

1 

2 

§5 

S 5cl clone ionantha 

8 

2 

2 

2 

1 

- 

1 


S 8 clone rupicola Cha Simba 

8 

2 

4 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Number of Winners 

219 

34 

60 

63 

24 

16 

20 

Number of Shows Reported 

60 

10 

15 

20 

6 

5 

4 
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Photo Credit : Neil Lipson 


Dish Garden 

by : Judy Smith 
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Le 

Chata Brion 

Exhibited by: 
Donna Brining 
Hybridized by: 
E. Lebetskaia 
Standard 



Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 



Smooch Me 

Exhibited and 
Hybridized by: 

Kent Stork 
Standard 


Photo Credit-. Winston J. Goretsky 
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AVSA Convention Luncheon Auction 

Edna Rourke • 99 Old Stratford Road • Shelton, CT 06484-6129 
Apapillon@aol.com • 203-926-9716 


Can you believe our 69th AVSA Convention - 
Violets Love Jazz, Blues and Barbeque, and the 
Luncheon Auction is almost here. We do still need 
your help and support to make this, our 17th Auc¬ 
tion, the best and most successful ever. 1 know 
with your help and donations, it will happen. As 
always, all monies raised are used to benefit AVSA. 

To all of our many talented members and 
affiliates won't you consider donating violet-re¬ 
lated items or violet related craft items to the auc¬ 
tion? To our commercial members and hybridizers, 
any donations of supplies, plants, as well as newly 


introduced plants or cuttings, would be most 
gratefully accepted and also very much 
appreciated. 

Your help and support insures the success of 
this auction. All donations and contributors will 
be acknowledged at the auction. Don’t forget, you 
must attend the luncheon in order to participate at 
the auction. Won't you join us? 

Please give me a call at 203-926-9716 or email 
me at ApapilIon@aol.com and let me know what 
items you will be donating. I'll be looking forward 
to hearing from you. See you in Kansas City! 


Ed Note: I mistakenly left this Unari Endowment Fund report out of another issue. So sorry for 

the delay! 

Anne & Frank Tlnari Endowment Fund 

Janet Riemer • 256 Pennington-Harbourton Rd., Pennington, NJ 08534 

Donations received from: July 1 - August 28, 2014 

fog Chimera 

Tristate African Violet Council (NJ) 

Anonymous 

In honor of Janet RiemerJor her years of 
service to Tristate A VC and A VS A 

Fantasy 

African Violet Society of Greater TUlsa 

^Hp^OM AVSA Convention 

Terry Klemesrud 

Quentin C. Schlieder, Jr. 

__ Geneva 

Morgan Simmons 

Jack & Jane Cochran 


Windsor African Violet Society (CT) 

S® Two-tone 

Thousand Oaks African Violet Society 

Cross Town African Violet Club (Wl) 

Hortense Pittman 

Donna Vogelpohl 

Alan & Kristina Popey 

Gail Podany 

Thmpa African Violet Society 

Burbank African Violet Club (CA) 

In memory of Claude Chester & Jeanne Horton 

San Diego North County African Violet Society 

Bill Farrand 


Jeri Anderson 

Oo Thumbprint 

Dale K. Stefan 

yjp Shannon Breaux 
' David B. Tooker 

Multicolor 

Metropolitan St. Louis African Violet Club 

- Shirley Olivieri - In memory of Gerry 

In lieu of judging expense for Randy 

(Wl Brenner 

Deutsch 

Sue Ramser 

Jo Anne D’Angelo 

In memory of Wanda Warren & 


Barbara Hargrove 

Total this period: $ 3 , 429.28 
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Anne & Frank Tlnari Endowment Fund 

Janet Riemer • 256 Pennington-Harbourton Rd., Pennington, NJ 08534 

Donations received from: September 1 - December 1,2014 

Chimera 

Columbus African Violet Society (in lieu ofjudg- 

Sue Hoffmann 

ing expensesforAl & Karen Cenci) 

Anonymous 

First Austin African Violet Society 

Central Texas Judges’ Council 

Geneva 

Delaware African Violet Society 

African Violet Club of Morris County (NJ) 

(in lieu of speaker'sfeefor Paula Bal) 

African Violet Society of Springfield (PA) 

Delaware African Violet & Gesneriad Society 

African Violet Council of Southern California 

(in lieu of speaker'sfeefor lYoy Ray) 

Quad Cities African Violet Society (in honor of 

Linda & Albert Hall 

Celia Schafer and Jackie Jones) 

Red Clay Garden Club (in lieu of speaker’s fee 

Anne & Richard Nicholas 

for Mary Schaeffer) 

Ohio State African Violet Society (in memory of 
Thelma Miller and Roberta Williams) 

Gary & Rhona Thurman 

Ohio State African Violet Society 

1$ Two-tone 

Thmpa African Violet Society 

Columbus African Violet Society 

(in memory of James Boyer, Sr, & Vernon 

(in memory of Garnet McGrath) 

Prigge) 

Desert Sun African Violet Society 

Arklahoma African Violet Society 

Tristate African Violet Council (NJ) 

Kathy Bell 

Garden State African Violet Club (NJ) 

African Violet Society of Dayton (OH) 

Angelina Grundhoff 

Hoosier African Violet Society 

Roberta Johannsen (in memory of Mina 

(in memory of Jean Willey) 

r >2 Menish) 

Illinois African Violet Society 


(in memory of Jean Willey) 

^ Thumbprint 

C. A. Brenner 

Multicolor 

Bob Kurzynski 

Carla Yambert 

Martha Nix 

Delaware African Violet Society (in lieu of 
speaker’s fee for Andrew Norris & Jim Roberts) 
Southern New Jersey African Violet Club 

Annette Hershkowitz 

Marian Martin 

Total this period: $ 10,668.72 


BOYCE EDENS RESEARCH FUND 

Marlene Buck • 17235 N. 106th Avenue • Sun City, AZ 85373-1958 
Donations received from October 1, 2014 - November 30, 2014 Total = $ 90.00 


Two-Tone 

Albuquerque African Violet Club, 
Albuquerque, NM 

Garden State African Violet Club, Trenton, NJ 
In lieu of judges expensesJor Marianne 
Gershon 


Thumbprint 

Gail Podany, Minnetonka, MN 
Barbara Thswell-Miller, Olathe, KS 
11151316 African Violet Council, Wilmington, DE 
In lieu of judges expensesfor Marianne 
Gershon 
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Streptocarpus from Dimetris 


DS 

Kalaxari 



DS 

Golden Key 



DS 

Little Rose 
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Photo Credit: Neil Lipson 


Ness' Crinkle Blue 

Exhibited by: Peggy Mooney 
Hybridized by: D. Ness 
Semiminiature 
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CHECKLIST: 

What the Judges Look for in a Show Plant 

SYMMETRY.25 Points* 

Is the foliage symmetrical?.. 

Does it have good form if it is a trailer?.. 

Are there gaps between leaves? Can this be improved?.. 

Do the petioles come straight out from the stem?.. 

Do the leaves overlap leaving a rosette form?.. 

CONDITION (cultural perfection).25 Points 

Is the plant mature? (Would it be a better show plant next year?).. 

Are there signs of insect damage or disease?.... 

Are there any suckers or parts of suckers?.. 

Is the plant centered in the pot?.. 

Is the plant over or under potted?.. 

Is there a neck?.. 

Is there an open pattern with soil showing excessively?.. 

Is there evidence of a culture break, i.e., evidence of an interrupted 

growth pattern (small inner row of leaves)?.. 

Are there any baby leaves - smaller leaves below large leaves?.. 

Has all soil, dust, and spray residue on leaves or petioles been removed?.. 

Have all spent or damaged blossoms been removed?.. 

Have all damaged leaves been removed? (If a damaged leaf affects 

symmetry, consider the option of leaving it vs. removing it.).. 

Have all petiole, peduncle and/or pedicel stubs been removed?.. 

Have all leaf supports or guides been removed?.. 

Is the pot clean?.. 

QUANTITY OF BLOOM (Number according to variety and type).25 Points 

Standard mature plant - 20 to 25.. 

Small standard plant (8" to 10") - 10 to 15.. 

Semiminiatures - 10 to 20.. 

Miniatures - 6 to 12.. 

Trailers - Plant has at least three crowns.. 

Blossoms on all crowns.. 


SIZE AND TYPE OF BLOSSOM (Compare with descriptions in A VML) .15 Points 

Blossoms are the size according to the variety.. 

Blossoms are the type according to the variety.. 

COLOR OF BLOSSOM.10 Points 

Color according to description.. 

Solid color among multicolor and vice versa removed.. 


*See the A VS A Scale of Points (p. 82) and the A VS A Handbook for Growers, Exhibitors, 
and Judges for more information.. 
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VIOLETS & BANANAS 

By Kat MacNiel 


On Sunday, five days before the spring Show, 
my friend Thnya came over. We met through the 
club, and after I moved within ten minutes of her 
house, we became buddies. 1 was going to the 
Thursday “set up and judging day," but Tanya had 
to work. She asked me if I would be willing to 
bring in her show plants for her first-time judging. 
I agreed, but then realized what an awesome re¬ 
sponsibility it was. We were both novices in the 
club, and laughed about feeling like “the blind 
leading the blind." Our motives were pure, but our 
experiences were limited. 

Tanya had brought over four beautiful, new, 
first-time blooming violets in a cooler. They were 
carefully packed with shredded paper. Three had 
blossoms on them and the fourth had a bunch of 
tight little buds. My goal was to keep the blooms 
on the ones that had them, and force the last one 
to get to where she wanted it to be. 

I left the plants with flowers in the carrying 
case, out of the light and away from any extra heat 
source. The last little guy was my biggest chal¬ 
lenge. I asked permission to leave it under my 
plant lights all night with the lights on full blast. 1 
knew it might be a lot of stress, but we were 
desperate to get that plant blooming. I put it in a 
zip top plastic bag for extra heat and humidity. 


The next morning I went to inspect the operation. 
There was no change! 

The next night I did the same thing and turned 
up the heat. In the morning, again, no change! I 
was trying everything 1 could possibly think of and 
nothing seemed to be working. 

On Wednesday afternoon, I was standing 
around chatting with the folks that had come to 
help set up the show tables. 1 expressed my 
frustration to the group and a gentleman who I had 
not yet met gave me a very strange answer. 

“Bananas.” 

What? I wasn’t sure I had heard him correctly. 

“Bananas," he said again, grinning. 

His name is Bob, and he and his wife are both 
members. He is a plumber by trade and very smart 
about things in horticulture. His explanation (in 
my lay-person’s terms) follows: 

“If you put a plant that is ‘just about ready to 
bloom’ in a plastic bag with an almost too-ripe 
banana, the ethylene gas from the banana will 
force open the buds." How about that? 

Bob’s explanation was more technical then that, 
but that is the gist of it. I’ll be ready for the next 
show armed with this new knowledge, my violets, 
and bananas! 


TIPS - SPRING SHOW 

Allan Reith 


Getting ready for show time... there is plenty 
of time to grow and groom your plants for show. 
First, get rid of those bad leaves. Some damaged 
leaves can be removed. If this leaves a gap, try 
nudging other leaves into that space an inch at a 
time with a plastic straw. If the leaves are discol¬ 
ored, remove them. Use a bloom booster fertilizer 
several times about two weeks apart to push the 
plant to bloom. This is a fertilizer with a high mid¬ 
dle (phosphorus) number. 

You should be disbudding at this time. When 
you take all the buds off your plants they like to 
produce suckers, so keep an eye out for those and 


remove them as soon as possible, (except for 
trailers). Keep turning your plants, 1/4 turn at a 
time, twice a week so that your plant is symmet¬ 
rical. They will lean to the light, even under arti¬ 
ficial light. 

With trailers, make sure that all the crowns are 
getting light. Sometimes big leaves at the top will 
block light from other crowns and they will not 
grow and bloom well. Remove several of the big 
leaves to let light in to all crowns. 

From The Desert Blooms, publication of the 

Tucson AVS 
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Question Box 

By Bill Price 

Hi Everyone, 

Well, here 1 am doing my first col¬ 
umn and I’m really looking forward to 
receiving and (hopefully!) answering 
your questions and concerns. Please 
feel free to ask any question, or address 
any concerns you may have, as it will 
give me the opportunity to discuss a va¬ 
riety of related issues. And please re¬ 
member: there really is no such thing as 
a stupid question! I'm really looking 
forward to alternating these columns with Sue 
Haffner and I hope people will find them 
informative. 

Q. I'm fairly new to growing African violets 
and recently joined AVSA. When reading various 
articles, I get confused with the terminology re¬ 
garding chimeras, gesneriads, Streptocarpus and 
Saintpaulia. Wouldyou be able to explain the dtf- 
Jerences between these or let me know of a good 
place tofind the definitions (in simple terms). 

A. This question is one that most growers have 
wondered about, especially as they started grow¬ 
ing these beautiful plants and wanted to learn 
more. I will explain the last three terms first. In 
brief summary, all living creatures are classified 
with Latin scientific names, not only to identify 
them but to also show how more or less related 
they are to one another. There are large categories 
(i.e. order, class) that are subdivided into even 
smaller groups, the last three being ‘family,’ 
‘genus’ and ‘species.’ For most of our purposes, 
these last three categories are what we are prima¬ 
rily concerned with. African violets belong to the 
genus 'Saintpaulia' which is in the Gesneriad fam¬ 
ily, the scientific name being 'Gesneriaceae. 'Some 
of the species of Saintpaulia, for example Saint¬ 
paulia ionantha (note that species names are writ¬ 
ten in lower case) have mutated and/or been 
hybridized over many years to produce all the 
lovely hybrids we grow today. Many of us also like 
to grow the original species, which, although not 


Email : billprice@telus.net rj 

often as floriferous or striking as the ij 
hybrids, offer a challenge to the grow- ■! 
ers who appreciate their "wildness." 

In the Gesneriad family, the most 
closely related genus to Saintpaulia is 
Streptocarpus. Most originate from .( 
South Africa but there are some very 
interesting species from Madagascar. 

The common name for Streptocarpus 
(often shortened to “Streps") is ‘Cape 
Primrose' but we don’t tend to use this 
tenn in North America. Through DNA analysis, it 
has been learned that these two genera are so 
closely related that some researchers feel they be¬ 
long in the same genus. For our purposes, “Streps" 
are our violet's closest “cousins!" 

In reference to African violets, the term Chimera 
is used to describe a variety that is made up of two 
genetically distinct tissue types. Usually the center 
core of the stem is composed of one type and the 
outer ring of tissue is the other genetic type. This 
results in a plant whose flowers have a distinctive 
pinwheel pattern of two different colors, often of 
striking contrast such as blue and white. 

Chimeras originate as spontaneous mutations, 
and the trait cannot be passed on genetically 
by hybridizing. As they can only be propagated 
by cuttings or suckers. Propagation is slow, which 
accounts for their being more expensive than most 
other cultivars. Another factor that contributes to 
the slow propagating rate is that the resultant 
plantlets must be allowed to bloom to show they 
are still "true” chimeras and have not reverted to a 
solid color form. If one attempts to propagate the 
leaves, the resultant babies will either be of one or *; 
the other tissue types and will usually have solid 
colored blossoms. J 

Q. I have the trailers Senk’s Snowy Egret’ and 
Senk’s Tty the Decaf,’ and they always provoke 
comments from people who spot them on my 
shelves because of their distinctive leaves. How- - 
ever, I have had difficulty in getting them to 
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trail. / pinch out the center, and they do start to 
sprout crowns, but they never reach the size of the 
first one, and seem a bit scraggly, while thatfrst 
crownjust grows bigger and bigger Additionally, 
blooming periods are Jew andJar between. / 
thought that since they were hybridized in a 
much cooler climate than Florida, they might be 
telling me they don't like it here! Do you have any 
suggestions on how to get these plants to trail 
and bloom better instead of being so lanky? 

A. I am really glad to be addressing this ques¬ 
tion as I was fortunate enough to be one of the 
growers chosen to test grow these and a few other 
new Senk’s hybrids several years ago. These two 
performed as strong growing standard trailers with 
large variegated longifolia leaves. They naturally 
tended to have longer spaces (intemodes) between 
each leaf and if not growing with many crowns do 
indeed seem a bit scraggly. 

In my experience with growing these hybrids, 
and a few other trailers that may be reluctant to 
form multiple crowns, 1 have found that in order 
to get many crowns forming spontaneously, one 
needs to have cuttings growing at the maximum 
rate right from the start. This means starting 
healthy cuttings in a small plot, under cover and 
"ideal growing conditions." Under these good con¬ 
ditions, the cuttings should be noted to root quickly 
and seem vigorous. As they grow, it is very im¬ 
portant to 'pot them up’ right away to the next size 
pot as soon as they start to become root bound. By 
doing it this way, 1 found that the young plants 
were already forming multiple crowns by the time 
they were in a 3 inch pot. If left too long in a small 
pot and/or not growing under “ideal conditions," 
overall growth slowed down, they tended to pro¬ 
duce fewer crowns, and continued growing as 
scraggly, single stems. 

However, sometimes these leggy plants can be 
stimulated to form multiple crowns. Prune back 
the stem to about linch (restart the tip as a new 
cutting), cut off some of the root ball, and repot 
them slightly deeper in fresh mix. 

Regarding the practice of “pinching out the cen¬ 
ter," this does indeed induce the plant to form mul¬ 
tiple crowns near the pruned off portion, but I 
would advise that you cut back the crowns more 


severely so the resultant growth is closer to the 
center of the plant. This way you end up with a 
compact rejuvenated plant rather than one with 
clusters of crowns at the ends of straggly stems. 

I would suspect that your plant's sparse bloom¬ 
ing is also reflective of the fact it is not growing to 
its full potential. There may be some connection 
with growing it under warmer Florida conditions 
than those that it is genetically programmed to 
grow in, but I am not sure that is pertinent here. In 
quick summary, I would say that to get a bushier, 
more vigorous plant, try restarting the cuttings, pot 
them up in a timely fashion, and make sure they 
are getting consistent lighting, fertilizer, and water. 

Q. Afellow grower just told me not to use com¬ 
mercial potting soil with addedjertilizer. Iam new 
to violets, and I don't want to destroy the Jew 
plants that 1 have. Is he correct, and Jso, why? 

A. This is the kind of question which has “yes, 
but," and “no, but" answers! First of all, as a good 
fundamental principle, when we grow our own 
plants, we need to know exactly the concentration 
and strength of the fertilizers we are using and we 
need the freedom to use different types and con¬ 
centrations throughout the growing season. We 
also need to be able to vary the fertilizers we use 
depending on the season and temperatures of our 
growing area, our soil characteristics, etc. We need 
to vary all this, while also considering the overall 
life cycle of each plant, and its fertilizer needs 
therein. In general, the preferred recommendation 
for fertilizing our plants is to use a dilute form of 
the fertilizer on a morejrequent basis, rather than 
a more concentratedform less frequently. For ex¬ 
ample, if the dilution requirements of your fertil¬ 
izer are 1 teaspoon per gallon per month, the 
recommended dosage would be one quarter tea¬ 
spoon per gallon per week. By following this strat¬ 
egy, one has more control, there is less fluctuation 
in fertilizer availability and consequently, less 
shock to the plant’s system. 

Following from what I have just explained, 
there are several major concerns that are immedi¬ 
ately apparent when considering using mix with 
added fertilizer. Aside from concerns about the 
components of the mix itself, the fertilizer might be 
inappropriate, i.e. too strong, and/or the wrong 
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balance of nutrient components as well as being 
constantly available which you, the grower, might 
not want. 

On the other hand, “theoretically," if the mix 
you were using was ideal for your plants and if 
you could add the ‘timed release’ fertilizer of your 
choice in the proportion you wanted, it might in¬ 
deed work out well for your particular plants. Per¬ 
sonally, 1 prefer having a soil mix without any 
added fertilizer, so 1 know exactly what I’m adding. 
With regular leeching and repotting, I don’t have a 
problem of buildup of unwanted fertilizer salts 
either. 

Q. I rooted an African violet leaf afew months 
ago. It has several “babies." How large should I 
let them get before removing them from the 
mother leaf? The Mother leaf looks bad, like she's 
rottingfrom the top, down. If I don’t remove the 
babies right away, will they begin to rot as well? 

A. Most of us have set leaves and waited pa¬ 
tiently for the babies to appear. Then came the 
problem of controlling the urge to pot the babies 
up as soon as possible after they appear, but not 
knowing when was the best time. There are sev¬ 
eral things to consider before separating them and 
giving them a chance to grow on their own. Ide¬ 
ally, there should be enough foliage with green 
chlorophyll, so the babies can manufacture food 
from the light they receive after being separated. 
This is particularly important for variegated hy¬ 
brids, as often there is little, if any, chlorophyll in 
the leaves, and one has to wait for them to be 
much larger and ‘greener’ before separating them. 
Otherwise, they will they will not be able to man¬ 
ufacture food and grow on their own. 

Another factor to consider is how skilled you 
are at working with small plants. One has to be 
gentle as one separates the small plants in order to 
not damage the fragile young tissues. Personally, 
my fingers are too big (and too clumsy!) to work 
with the very little ones so I wait a little bit longer 
until the separate plants are more discernible. 

This grower mentions another concern that 
should always be taken into account and that is 
the presence of bacterial or fungal rot. “In a perfect 
world,” if one is paying regular attention to the 


propagating leaves, one notices early if the mother 
leaf is starting to rot. Hopefully it can be trimmed 
away (leaving a nanow band of healthy tissue as 
a buffer zone) before it takes over too much of the 
leaf. Sometimes it is only noticed when it's very 
advanced. In this case, in addition to cutting off 
the mother leaf, it is advisable to pot up the babies 
as soon as possible so the rot doesn’t make its way 
down to them as well. Unfortunately, if you don't 
do anything about it, the most likely scenario is 
that the rot will progress and both the mother leaf 
and the babies will die. As I mentioned, try to cut 
the rotted part off, leaving a narrow band/buffer of 
healthy tissue. Then sterilize that tool and use an¬ 
other propagating tool, or scissors, to transplant 
the babies so as not to spread the infection. 

Q. Why do some African violets hold their 
blooms and others seem to shed the mature 
flowers? 

A. One of the main reasons most of us enjoy 
growing our lovely plants are their long-lasting, 
beautiful blooms that don't drop off prematurely. 
Unfortunately, most, if not all of the original 
species have the characteristic of premature blos¬ 
som drop. Most will drop off while still reasonably 
fresh. This trait occurs in many species and is likely 
an adaptive strategy to not waste the plant’s valu¬ 
able energy on maintaining blooms on flowers that 
are, or are about to be, past their ‘prime,’ and un¬ 
likely to be fertilized to produce seed. Virtually all 
the original species and all the hybrids that are true 
genetic singles have this ‘dropping’ habit. 

It turns out the that one of the characteristics of 
the genes linked to producing semi-double and 
double flowers also allows the plant to hold onto 
the blossoms (‘sticktite’) for a longer period of 
time, often until they’re quite dead. The flowers of 
the plants that appear to be single, which do not 
drop, are in fact most likely to be semi-double ge¬ 
netically. A marker indicating underlying semi¬ 
double genetics is the appearance in some 
‘apparently single’ flowers, a small outgrowth of 
petal tissues near the center of the blossom. Most 
modem hybridizers have the goal of ‘no droppers' 
and to help achieve this, use semi-doubles and 
doubles in their hybridization strategies. 
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A Decade to Decide 

By Kathy Brewster 


The question has never been whether bleach 
has been an effective agent in killing bacteria. The 
question remained, “Will bleach kill African vio¬ 
lets?" I have diligently experimented with bleach in 
amounts from l A a cup in a gallon of water to 
straight bleach poured on a plant. In this article, 
I’ve come to a definite decision. Allow me to share 
a few of my findings with you. 

I grew up being told that even water on African 
violet leaves would exact harm. I dispelled that 
myth when I top-watered my violets for years. I 
did learn the hard way that you don't top water 
when they have been under lights all day. The 
streaks of lightening that appeared on the leaves 
were not evidence that my solid green leaves were 
sporting to an interesting variegation. I even won¬ 
dered if they could have contracted a virus. Thank 
God for the Internet, filled with pictures and expla¬ 
nations. Now that my top-watering days were 
over, I set out on a quest of determining how much 
bleach could be applied to my violets without dam¬ 
age to the plants or leaves. I elaborate on my ex¬ 
perience using bleach on my CD, “Thrips Last 
Stand." The question has been a ten-year one, but 
has brought insightful results. 

Let's start with a few of the do’s and the evi¬ 
dent don’ts. First, do give your plants a thorough 
washing when they come into your home. A bub¬ 
ble bath using V* cup bleach is good. Add a few 


drops of dish liquid to the gallon of warm water, 
shake it, and sprinkle it over your violets. Let it 
stand for at least 5-10 minutes. I have accidently 
allowed it to remain on my violets an hour, and no 
damage was incurred. On “Thrips Last Stand," I 
detailed about filling a bathtub full of violets, pour¬ 
ing the bleach solution, and leaving it on for fif¬ 
teen minutes. I then turned on the shower, and 
rinsed them thoroughly. What a sight! 

Over the years, I have experimented with the 
most extreme methods. I’ve increased my bleach 
solution to /2 cup bleach with V 2 cup of water. Left 
on the plant a minute or so was okay. But straight 
bleach all over the plants proved to be cruel and 
unusual punishment. The blooms were a pitiful 
sight. 

My most daring experiment was to bathe my 
violet trailer and without rinsing it off, I put it back 
in the window (in the sun no less). A day or two 
later, I purchased my own dunce’s cap after pick¬ 
ing off all the brown leaves. The plant survived, 
but it was a sight to behold. I have pretty well fig¬ 
ured out just how much bleach and how long to 
apply it, without damaging the plants. Bleach is an 
inexpensive solution to an age-old problem. Used 
properly, it makes the leaves shine brilliantly and 
kills every bug imaginable that may lurk in the 
axils or in the soil. It has been a great discovery 
for me. It makes a difference! 


AVSA’s 69th National Convention 

‘Violets Love KCJazz, Blues, andBarbeque’ 



May 24th - May 31, 2015 
For Complete Convention Information 
Visit AVSA’s Website, www.avsa.org 
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AVSA 2015 KANSAS CITY TOURS 

Photos Courtesy of Visit KC, and Linda Hall 

Note: Please note the minimum number of people needed on each tour. If this number is not met, 
the tour will be canceled. Tours 3, 4 and 5 have a maximum of 40. Tour 6 has a maximum of 98. All 
other tours have no maximum, just a minimum. 

Tour 1: WWI Museum & Weston, MO 
Monday, May 25,9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Tour Cost: $70.00 

The day will start with a short drive to the WW 1 Museum 
where you can see artifacts and photos from the “War to End All 
Wars." There will be a Memorial Sendee honoring our grandfathers 
and great-grandfathers. From the museum we will go to Weston, 

MO for sightseeing, shopping, and lunch. Wineries and novelty 
shops abound in Weston. Websites: www.westonmo.com and 
www.theworldwar.org. Minimum of 15. 





Tour 2: Harry S. Truman Library 
Tuesday, May 26, 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Tour Cost: $45.00 

The Harry S. Tfuman Library is our des¬ 
tination for Tlresday. This will be a guided 
tour where you can learn the interesting de¬ 
tails about one of our most “colorful" presi¬ 
dents. The tour includes a short film about 
Harry and may possibly give you the an¬ 
swer as to why the “Buck stops here." 
There is a gift shop at the museum. Visit 
www.trumanlibrary.org for more 
information. Minimum of 15. 


Tour 3: Bird’s Botanicals 
Wednesday, May 27, 

9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Tour Cost: $40.00 
This is one you won't want to miss. 
Bird’s Botanicals houses a large collec¬ 
tion of orchids in an underground 
cave. Tour the cave with the owner 
and get the opportunity to purchase 
rare plants from their shop. Check out 
their website at www.birdsbotani- 
cals.com. This tour is limited to 40. 
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Tour 4: Bird’s Botanicals 
Wednesday, May 27, 

1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Tour Cost: $40.00 

This is one you won't want to miss. Bird’s 
Botanicals houses a large collection of orchids 
in an underground cave. Tour the cave with 
the owner and get the opportunity to purchase 
rare plants from their shop. Check out their 
website at www.birdsbotanicals.com. This 
tour is limited to 40. 



Tour 5: Harley Davidson Motorcycle Factory 
Thursday, May 28, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 
Tour Cost: $35.00 

Witness the manufacturing of a true American Classic. 
The Harley Davidson Motorcycle Factory will host us for 
a walking tour of their plant. See the motorcycles built 
horn the ground up. Learn the history of Harley in the 
visitor center and be back in time for the AVSA conven¬ 
tion sales room opening. Fully enclosed, low heeled (one 
inch or less) shoes are required. Cameras or recording 
devices are not allowed in the plant. Photography is per¬ 
mitted in the Tour Center. Bags or packages such as 
knapsacks, luggage and camera bags are not allowed in 
the factory. Please indicate on your AVSA Convention 
Registration Form if you have disability-related needs so 
arrangements can be made to accommodate you. Visit 
www.harley-davidson.com/experience for more 
information. This tour is limited to 40. 


I 


Coming Soon 


HAIR 

SPRAY 



Tour 6: New Theatre Restaurant 
Friday, May 29, 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

Tour Cost: $75.00 

See the award-winning show “Hairspray" as the evening’s entertain¬ 
ment. Enjoy a buffet-style dinner and dessert served by the New Theatre 
Restaurant. Alcoholic beverages are available at your own cost. The the¬ 
atre is touted as the “Best in the Midwest." “Hairspray" was sold out on 
Broadway for seven years running. The New Theatre Restaurant encour¬ 
ages a minimum standard of business casual dress. For more information, 
visit www.newtheatre.com. Don’t miss out! This tour is limited to 98. 
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Conservative or Liberal? 

By Sylvia A. Farnum, PhD 


Ever}' person who grows an African violet or a 
room frill of African violets will, sooner or later, 
have to make a decision about their basic grow¬ 
ing philosophy. The philosophy that develops 
will change if the grower continues to expand 
their collection and to grow violets for a number 
of years. 

Early growing: 

In the early days of the hobby, the average 
grower may have several unnamed plants, pur¬ 
chased from box or grocery stores. That type of 
plant is usually sturdy, happy on a well-lighted 
windowsill, and willing to produce blossoms. 
Soon, the plant will either run out of nutrients, be 
over-w'atered, or dried out, and disappear. For the 
more vigilant grower, the plant will be repotted in 
a suitably sized pot and start its life as a success. 
At that juncture, a collecting philosophy may be 
bom. 

Early philosophies: 

New collectors usually fall into tw'o main cate¬ 
gories, Conservative, or Liberal. The Conserva¬ 
tives tend to proceed cautiously. They may 
consult the Internet, check with local sources, and 
learn slowly to start plants from leaves. They will 
probably stay with unnamed varieties, working 
to assemble a group of plants with white, red, 
pink, blue, and purple blossoms. Sometimes, 
when they have a nice collection that graces their 
kitchen window, or their living room window, 
they will be satisfied. They may continue to grow 
the same plants for years. Back in the early 
1960s, Conservative growers were everywhere. 

It seems that the Liberal growers are becom¬ 
ing the dominant new growing type. This type 
of grower, after seeing success with a plant or 
two, becomes excited. They check the Internet. 
They check eBay. They go to the avsa.org web¬ 
site and look at photos and check vendors. They 
may join an online group. That is when the in¬ 
fectious African violet interest bug really takes 
hold. Now, the hunt is on for more types of vio¬ 
lets. They NEED to locate every new plant that 
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catches their eye. They start hundreds of leaves 
from the plants they acquire. They purchase 
leaves and plants at local and regional plant sales 
and may join a club and the AVSA. They pur¬ 
chase First Class 2 and enter the world of possi¬ 
bilities. 

One of the first problems that arises with Lib¬ 
eral growers, is that they need room to house 
their ever-growing collection. So, they purchase 
shelves or racks and lights. Some may build their 
own shelves. Some avid growers even move to 
larger living spaces to make room for their bur¬ 
geoning collection of violets. 

Beginner’s Luck: 

I think that there is a very real time in new 
grower’s lives, when Beginner’s Luck takes over. 
It is sort of a honeymoon period. The new plants 
from various sources are properly planted in the 
correct growing medium and are lined up, freshly 
potted, under lights or in windows. They respond 
with lush growth and plenty of blossoms. 1 think 
this time is a happy time for the new violet 
grower. The first couple of years may pass and 
things look rosy. Others are starting to admire 
the new grower’s plants and start asking for 
leaves and may even ask for growing advice. 

For the Conservative grower, who has learned 
to provide the proper growing conditions for their 
plants, this happy time can continue for years. 

The Difficult Time: 

For the Liberal grower, it seems as though The 
Difficult Time is nearly inevitable. It starts with a 
few plants that do not look quite as healthy as 
the others. They probably stop blooming. At first 
the Liberal grower doesn’t notice them, because 
they have acquired a lot of plants. Gradually, 
some problem starts to affect more plants. It is 
hard to predict what type of problem this will be. 
It may be cultural, it may be a disease or an insect 
pest, or mites. It can even have an exotic cause 
that is only present in that grower’s home. 

Now, the Liberal grower will try to figure out 
what type of problem has caused the trouble. 
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They will consult club members, check online, 
and maybe take a plant or two to be analyzed by 
a local expert. Sometimes, a treatment is found 
that works. Since the Liberal grower has so many 
plants, the solution will take a lot of effort and 
work. Or, in extreme cases the whole collection 
may be wiped out. 

Analysis of “What Happened?”: 

While the Conservative grower is happily 
growing their isolated plants, the Liberal grower is 
feverishly trying to figure out what happened. 
Depending on the nature of The Difficult Time, the 
Liberal grower may regroup, recover, and con¬ 
tinue growing. Or, they may quit growing vio¬ 
lets, sometimes forever, sometimes for years. 

If the decision is to recover and continue grow¬ 
ing, will their growing philosophy change? Re¬ 
covery may take several years and constant 
vigilance. 

A New Philosophy? 

So, does the Liberal grower learn from what 
has happened? My experience is that most peo¬ 
ple who decide to continue, do not analyze what 
has happened and look for the real causes. So, 
the cycle may be repeated. 

So, what should the Liberal grower do to avoid 
repeating the cycle? 

It is easy for those of us who have grown vio¬ 
lets for a half-century to look back and see where 
we made mistakes. We have grown with our 
hobby and learned with the best growers through 
reading our African Violet Magazine, and 
through AVSA conventions and, more recently, 
through online forums. 

When the new Liberal grower reaches this 
point, they should probably consider revising 
their philosophy. Many will not, but they will risk 
some type of disaster happening again in their fu¬ 
ture. 

So, how can the Liberal grower modify their 
growing practices? These are some of the steps 
that may help: 

1. Assess their resources with respect to grow¬ 
ing space, lighted areas, time to work with their 
collections, and financial considerations. Once 
these are established, they will be able to handle 
problems as they arise. 


2. Using the information from #1, they can 
designate an isolation area for leaves and for new 
plants that are being introduced. Depending on 
the size and value of the collection, the isolation 
time should be quite long. Therefore, the grow¬ 
ing conditions for isolating plants should be as 
good as those in the regular growing area, if pos¬ 
sible. 

3. Educate themselves on the danger signs of 
pest infestations, diseases, and other possible 
problems. 

4. They can set up regular inspections of all of 
the plants grown, both those in the regular grow¬ 
ing area and in the isolation area. 

5. They can exercise good judgment when in¬ 
troducing new plants or leaves. If only one iso¬ 
lation area is designated, there is a need to be 
aware that plants that are nearing the end of iso¬ 
lation can be newly infected by leaves or plants 
just introduced. They can choose plants and 
leaves only from reputable known dealers or per¬ 
sons with good reputations for selling clean stock, 
whether it is from a large greenhouse, on eBay or 
at shows or sales. 

6. They can use some type of general treat¬ 
ment for incoming plants and leaves. It may be 
as simple as washing leaves in Insecticidal soap 
and/or spraying them before planting them. Of 
course, it is necessary for them to be aware that 
leaves can still bring in pests or disease, even 
after treatment. Plants may be disbudded and 
thoroughly sprayed before adding them to the 
isolation area. They should not forget that plas¬ 
tic bags or plastic containers can add another level 
of protection. Before moving plants from the iso¬ 
lation area to the main growing area, it is prudent 
to check the roots and soil. That is a good time to 
repot. 

7. They can treat plants brought back from 
shows as newcomers to the collection. At the 
very least, care should be taken not to bring back 
pests that have arrived on their plants during the 
show. 

8. They can keep duplicates of plants that are 
valued, if possible. 

9. If the collection is small, not valuable, or, if 
there are resources to replace all of the plants, if 
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necessary, they can ignore these cautions. It may 
be hard to decide when to give up and toss 
everything, but that is also possible, if they do not 
wish to severely isolate. They may get lucky! 

Ultra Conservatives: 

There are always a few growers that have 
plants that cannot be replaced for one reason or 
another. If they hybridize and have seedlings, 
plants that have been selected to grow on to three 
generations, or plants that they have registered, 
they would not want to take a chance of losing 
any of them. 

There are also people who have purchased very 
expensive plants, such as chimeras, that could not 
easily be replaced. And, those growers, who grow 
varieties that have disappeared from public trade 
and purchase, also do not wish to take any 
chances. 

Some growers have plants that represent senti¬ 
mental attachments, such as a plant that was 
handed down from a relative or friend. 

These Ultra Conservatives are very, very careful 
about exposing their collections to any type of out¬ 
side threat. They do not trade leaves, or join round 
robin exchanges. They probably do not purchase 


plants or leaves on eBay or even from vendors. 
They may cautiously trade or purchase an occa¬ 
sional leaf, but they are diligent in protecting the 
rest of their collection. 

Many of these Ultra Conservative growers sup¬ 
ply plants and leaves to others and regularly enter 
regional and national shows. They are cautiously 
in control. 

What to do? 

There is no reason for us, as violet growers, to 
curtail activities and club participation. There is al¬ 
ways time to reassess our growing situation and 
take a few simple precautions. None of us knew 
how to properly add new plants and leaves to pro¬ 
tect our investment in our collection when we 
started growing plants. If a grower hasn't already 
done so, there is still time to take an hour or two 
to think about their violet growing philosophy. As 
growers, we all need to be sensible. If a collection 
is small, does not have sentimental or great mon¬ 
etary value, precautions may be simplified. 

Remember, what is important, is the joy of 
growing beautiful violets and the fun of interacting 
with other enthusiasts. Thilor your philosophy to 
support your enjoyment and grow on! 


Dark Night 
of the Soul 

Exhibited and 
Hybridized by: 
George McDonald 
Semiminiature 
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Streptocarpus ‘ German ' 

Exhibited by: Steve Turner 
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By Neil Upson 

LED lighting for African Violets 

What to use and how to use them 


LED lamps are still in a state of 
constant flux. They are dropping in 
price, and they can save on energy in 
certain circumstances, but not all. 

However, there’s more to it than the 
average grower is aware of with vio¬ 
lets. This will be my first article as a 
lighting engineer on what is the state 
of the art with this type of lighting and 
a starting place on how to grow vio¬ 
lets with them. There is no way I can 
discuss this without talking about the 
technical aspects of the lamps, but 1 will keep it as 
simple as possible. 

I did some research to learn if anyone has fig¬ 
ured out what LED lighting is necessary for 
African violets (not other plants, as every plant 
has different spectrum requirements), and no one 
has yet determined the correct ratio of the 
red/blue spectrum. To complicate things, not all 
red and blue LEDs are the same, and it is difficult 
to determine how much actual light in the red or 
blue spectrum the LEDs are putting out. You can¬ 
not go by the wattage either, as red and blue LED 
lamps have slightly different efficiencies making 
these calculations quite difficult. The only re¬ 
search (serious research) on growing plants was 
done by NASA for interstellar trips and marijuana, 
and not much else except for vegetables like 
tomatoes. Optimara did some experiments and 
had mixed results, but the study was not pub¬ 
lished. Every other “article" done has not been a 
scientific study. 

I did write a prior article in African Violet Mag¬ 
azine on the 7 Deadly Sins, in which I discussed 
some of the caveats of LEDs. 

I was going to write an article telling AV grow¬ 
ers to wait, but that hasn’t stopped many from 
trying to figure it out themselves (which is fine). 


However, all of them who have done 
so, have gone ahead without actually 
figuring out the correct red/blue ratio 
scientifically. In fact, many are say¬ 
ing that this lamp or that lamp has a 
color temperature, when there are ac¬ 
tually two or three color temperatures 
- not one. Please do not assign a 
color temperature to any lamp unless 
it has a smooth color distribution. 
Only a few LEDs have this smooth 
distribution. 

Remember red is for blooming and blue is for 
growth. Ideally, you would have a switch to have 
more blue lamps on during the growing season, 
and for shows, you would turn on extra red 
lamps, but you still need both of these colors. 

Now, here is the kicker. I did a poll on one of 
the social media sites on what kind of lighting the 
top growers use, and 100% of those in this poll 
said they used fluorescents of one type or an¬ 
other. Not one of the respondents, who won a 
Best in Show, chose LEDs. 

If you want to experiment, here’s a starting 
point. Find an LED lighting strip with white 
LEDs, and determine how many lumens they put 
out for the length of the lights. The reason I 
chose white LEDs is that you need to see the 
plants for their general health and true blossom 
color. Yes, you can use the red/blue combination, 
which will save some energy, but you won't ap¬ 
preciate the plants while they’re growing and 
blooming and, even worse, you won’t spot prob¬ 
lems. 

Keep in mind that you are experimenting with 
the unknown on many aspects of these lamps. It 
is quite possible that violets and Gesneriads could 
require a little more or a little less light than fluo¬ 
rescents. I would not buy a large quantity of 
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these lamps during the testing until you have 
some results to disclose. These lamps are still 
quite expensive, and the uncertainty of how they 
will work on these plants is palpable. Also notice 
that the terminology is they are called lamps, NOT 
bulbs or tubes. The bulb is the glass portion of 
the lamp. 

From past experience I know that two F40CW 
lamps which are four-feet long put out 3000 lu¬ 
mens per lamp, or 6000 total for two lamps. 
Wattage is not the key here, but lumens. It does¬ 
n’t matter whether it’s T-12, T-8, T-5 or LED, the 
total lumens for the four-foot lighting with white 
LEDs is around 5000-6000 lumens, or 1250- 
1500 lumens per foot at a height of around ten 
inches above the top of the plants. These lumen 
levels are only for white LED’s, not the combina¬ 
tion of red and blue lamps. The LED lamps can be 
closer or further than ten inches, but that is where 
I would start. You can place the lamps a little 
closer if the lumens are lower, but you really need 
to stick to the tried and true 5000-6000 lumen 
level. 

If you’re going to do a study to compare them 
with your fluorescents, then place both fixtures 
in the same room and preferably at the same 
height. You do NOT want to have the two test 
subjects in different rooms. Everything must be 
the same: the water, soil, fertilizer, temperature, 
you name it. The fewer variables, the better is 
the study. 

To purchase these lamps, google “LED fluores¬ 
cent lamp replacement" and look for a four-foot, 
30-watt lamp to start. You will need two of these, 
as these white LED lamps have close to the 3000 
lumens per lamp that the equivalent fluorescent 
lamp has. If they have lower lumens, you could 
get poor performance. Most growers who have 
tried LEDs have not even checked the lumen out¬ 
put. 

For those of you who really want to experi¬ 
ment and have the technical ability to do this, 
you can buy strips of red and blue LED lamps and 
put them in place of the fluorescent lamp. You 
will need to attach them to some kind of rod so 
they are the same distance from the reflector as 
the fluorescent lamps are. You would then have 


to power them with the appropriate power source. 
This project is not for the faint of heart and does 
require knowledge of fabrication and electrical 
power. In addition, you will have no idea of how 
many lamps to use of both the red and blue type, 
and much more complex calculations will come 
into play. 

Frequently I hear people buy lamps that have 
a high color rendition index (CRI) of the lamp, 
whether it is fluorescent or LED. In reality, the 
CRI only applies to the human eye, and not to 
plants. Green light is part of the spectrum, but 
the green leaves reflect it, so a high CRI lamp may 
be great to view the plants or photograph them, 
but NOT to grow them. 

I also hear people purchasing LEDs to save en¬ 
ergy. Yes, they are about 20% more efficient than 
fluorescent lamps, but many growers need the 
heat of the lamps either during winter, or in the 
climate where they live. One grower I know 
would need extra heaters if she switched to LEDs 
for her plants in her basement, so in this case, 
they wouldn’t save a penny. 

Even if you're growing as a commercial ven¬ 
dor, high output eight-foot fluorescent lamps have 
almost as much efficiency as LED lamps and any 
heat would stratify to the top of the room, mini¬ 
mizing the heat aspect of the lighting. There can 
be a ten-degree difference between the ceiling and 
the floor in some growing rooms. Also, the flu¬ 
orescent lamps would cost a fraction of the price 
of LEDs, even today. 

At my local Home Depot, four-foot fluorescent 
lamps go on sale for less than $2/lamp. LED 
lights are many times this price. 

Summary: 

Advantages 

‘LEDs save money in very hot climates where 
you never need heating. 

•Red/blue LED lamps can be turned on or off 
for growing or showing. 

Disadvantages 

‘Very high cost of the initial setup. 

*No energy savings during cold periods when 
you need heat, especially if you only use air con¬ 
ditioning two months of the year. 

•Problems in determining which are the best 
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Hot-Wired Wizard 

Chimera 


March • April 2015 


Circus Fascination 

Standard 


Fairy Castle 

Chimera 
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LEDs for your violets. 

'Rapid changes in the research, that will make 
your expensive setup obsolete in a year or two. 

My advice, as of this writing, is to wait until 
prices drop and the research on violet lighting 
catches up with the LED lamp production. Prices 
will drop, and the spectrums will be closer to what 
the violets need. Of course, if you want to ex¬ 
periment, go for it, but please document what you 
did, and understand the specifications on the LED 


lamps that you use. Otherwise, the results can¬ 
not be duplicated or analyzed by others. 

1 would like to thanks Jeannie Myers for her 
help in editing this article. 

Neil Lipson is an clecaical engineer andjidl-time 
computer consultant. 

He can be reached by emailing him at 
ndlipson@gmail.com or calling 610-356-6183 
after lpm Eastern time. He will return your call. 


More Beauties from Paul 
SoranoXLyndon Lyon Greenhouses 


■ 





















Photo Credit: Neil Lipson 


Allegro Pepto Pink 

Exhibited by: Tim Ferguson 
Hybridized by:). Stromborg 
Semiminiature 
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WlfUICrS are • • • 434 Plumwood Way • Fairview, TX 75069 

By Mary J. Corondan Email: mcorondan@yahoo.com 


AVC OF GREATER KANSAS CITY, 

MO - Winners: Best AVSA Standard 
Collection: Cajun’s Delicate Touch, Cajun's 
Pink Crepe Paper, Cajun’s Fair Maiden; 

Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Jolly 
Treasure, Eternal Orbit, Jolly Dear; Best in 
Show/Best Standard: Lilian Jarrett 
Variegated; Best Semiminiature: Jolly 
Treasure; Best Miniature: Jolly Sailor; Best 
Ttailer: Pink Star Lou; Horticulture 
Sweepstakes, Lynn Canning. Best Gesneriad: 
Petrocosmea ‘Shortnin’ Bread’, Pat Inbody. Best 
Design, Marian Schaaf. 

AVS OF PHILADELPHIA, PA - Winners: 
Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Persian Lace, 
Thunder Surprise, Shirl’s Cranberry Smoothie; Best 
Species Collection: Saintpaulia 5b clone grotei 
Silvert, Saintpaulia 5f clone orbicularis, 
Saintpaulia 5h clone velutina lite; Best Species: 
Saintpaulia 5f clone orbicularis-. Horticulture 
Sweepstakes, Lindi Wurzer. Best in Show/Best 
Miniature: Windsome; Best Gesneriad: 

Smithiantha ‘Vivian’s Charm’, Betty Branson. 
Best Standard: Mindi Rose; Design Sweepstakes, 
Karen Dirzuweit. Best Trailer: Ramblin’ Lace, 
Marianne Gershon. Best Design, Judith Smith. 

LONE STAR AV COUNCIL, TX - Winners: 
Best AVSA Standard Collection: Rebel’s Rose Bud, 
Jersey Snow Flakes, Lyon’s Red Rocket; Best 
Standard: Hot Thmales, Richard Nicholas. 2nd 
Best AVSA Collection: Miss Monet, Picasso, Cajun’s 
Fair Maiden, Meredith Hall. Best AVSA 
Mini/Semi Collection: Rob’s Boolaroo, Rob's Vanilla 
Trail, Rob's Humpty Doo; Best Species Collection: 
Saintpaulia ionantha subspecies ionantha var. 
ionantha, Saintpaulia ionantha subspecies^rohs, 
Saintpaulia ionantha subspecies velutina-, Best 
Miniature: Precious Red; Best in Show/Best Trailer: 
Rob’s Boolaroo, Best Species: Saintpaulia 
ionantha subspecies grotei-, Horticulture 
Sweepstakes, Ben Haning. 2nd Best AVSA 
Mini/Semi Collection: Mac’s Callow Fellow, Rob’s 
Delicious, Eternal Orbit; Best Semiminiature: Rob’s 
Fuzzy Navel, Ann e Nicholas. Best Gesneriad: 


Primulina wentsaii, Bill Price. Best 
Design, Dolores Gibbs. Design 
Sweepstakes, Jane Rexilius. 

MID ATLANTIC AVS, DE - 
Winners: Best AVSA Standard 
Collection: Buckeye Nocturne, Buckeye 
Calico, Buckeye Seductress; Best AVSA 
Mini/Semi Collection: Petite Blarney, 
Precious Red, Rob’s Love Bite; Best in 
Show/Best Trailer: Rob’s Boolaroo, 
Sandra Skalski. 2nd Best AVSA Standard 
Collection: Bisque Risque, Silver Moon, Lyon’s Red 
Rocket; Best Gesneriad: Smithiantha ‘Pat’s Pet 
Donkey’; Horticulture Sweepstakes, Drew Norris. 
2nd Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Jolly Waltz, 
Windsome, Dolores’ Royal Prince, Hm Ferguson. 
Best Standard: EK-Boginia Krasoty, Marie Bums. 
Best Semiminiature: Ness’ Crinkle Blue, Erika 
Geimonen. Best Miniature: Optimara Little 
Moonstone; Best Design; Design Sweepstakes, 
Sue Hoffman. Best Species: Saintpaulia 5b clone 
confusa, Alice Dulaney. 

MISSOURI VALLEY AV COUNCIL, MO - 
Winners: Best AVSA Standard Collection: Cajun's 
Fair Maiden, Cajun’s Code Blue, Jersey Snow 
Drops; Best in Show/Best Standard: Cajun’s Code 
Blue; Best Species: Saintpaulia 8 clone Cha Simba, 
B. J. Ohme. 2nd Best AVSA Standard Collection: 
Lela Marie, Cajun’s Flamboyant Mistress, Buckeye 
Ohio Friendship, Terri Post. Best AVSA Mini/Semi 
Collection: Cajun's Lil Joy, Jolly Mel, Jolly Prince; 
Best Design, Pat Sutton. Best Semiminiature: 
Teen Thunder; Best Miniature: Teen Thunder, 
Randy Deutsch. Best Trailer: Pink Star Lou, 
Lynn Canning. Best Gesneriad: Columnea 
‘Dragon Fire’, Elmer Godeny. Horticulture 
Sweepstakes; Design Sweepstakes, Brandon 
Erikson. 

NUTMEG STATE AVS, CT - Winners: Best 
AVSA Standard Collection: Optimara Leo, Optimara 
Chico, Rhapsodie Rebecca, Roger Wheeler. Best 
AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Rob’s Dodo Bird, Jolly 
Fire, Precious Pink; Best in Show/Best Trailer: 
Rob’s Galiwinku; Best Standard: King’s Ransom; 
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Best Semiminiature: Rob's Dodo Bird; Best 
Miniature: Rob's Chilly Willy; Best Species: 
Saintpau/ia clone grotei Silvert, Lynn Wallach. 
Best Gesneriad: Columnea ‘Lava Flow’; Best 
Design; Horticulture Sweepstakes; Design 
Sweepstakes, Edna Rourke. 

THOUSAND OAKS AVS, CA - Winners: Best 
AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Rob’s Kitten Caboodle, 
Pixie Stardust, Rob's Boondoggle; Best 
Semiminiature: Shirl’s Snow Cone; Horticulture 
Sweepstakes, Gay Wilson. Best in Show/Best 
Standard: Pretty Miss Kelly, Maureen Pratt. Best 
Miniature: Orchard's Bumble Magnet, Ann Wang. 
Best Gesneriad: Streptocarpus ‘Nerys’, Barbara 
Burde. Best Design; Design Sweepstakes, Leslie 
Cox. 

TRI STATE AV COUNCIL, NJ - Winners: Best 
AVSA Standard Collection: The Alps, Apache Jewel, 
Optimara EverBeautiful; Best AVSA Mini/Semi 
Collection: Ness’ Satin Rose, Dean's Bunny Blue, 
Rob’s Boogie Woogie; Best Standard: Optimara 
EverBeautiful; Best Miniature: Dean's Bunny Blue, 
Paula Bal. 2nd Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: 
Jersey Sugar Plums, Ness’ Cranberry Swirl, Rob’s 
Combustible Pigeon; Best in Show/Best Ttailer: 
Rob’s Boolaroo; Best Semiminiature: Little Blue 


Bandit; Best Gesneriad: Streptocarpus ‘CK Diane’; 
Horticulture Sweepstakes, Bob Kurzynski. Best 
Species: Saintpaulia 5b clone confusa Mather E, 
Janet Sierzaga. Best Design, Chris Brenner. 
Design Sweepstakes, Jan Murasko. 

WISCONSIN COUNCIL OF AFRICAN 
VIOLETS, WI - Winners: Best AVSA Standard 
Collection: Live Wire, Ma’s Wicked Witch, Ma’s 
Mardi Gras; Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Jolly 
Diamond, Jolly Blue Clouds, Jolly Sailor; Best 
Species Collection: Saintpaulia 5c 1 clone 
tongwensis, Saintpaulia 5c 1 clone Sigi Falls, 
Saintpaulia 5b clone confusa Mather E; Best in 
Show/Best Standard: Ma’s Wicked Witch; Best 
Semiminiature: Jolly Wow; Best Species: 
Saintpaulia 5c 1 clone tongwensis ; Best Gesneriad: 
Primulina dry as Hisako’; Horticulture 
Sweepstakes, Kevin Degner. 2nd Best AVSA 
Standard Collection: Funambule, Wrangler’s El 
Diablo, Buckeye Bellringer; 2nd Best Species 
Collection: Saintpaulia 8 clone rupicola; 
Saintpaulia 5c clone diplotricha Uppsala 3084; 
Saintpauia 5b clone confusa Mather Brother 
Paddy; Best Design, Arlene Garvens. Best 
Ttailer: Foxwood Trail, Bonnie Henell. Design 
Sweepstakes, Doug Kindschuh. 
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In Memory 

Mina Menish remembered for her kindness, wit, and her 

The Tbrnpa African Violet Society has lost ability to teach others, 
one of its greatest mentors and growers, Mina Kathryn Paauwe 

Menish. Mina grew African Violets in many Kathryn Paauwe of West Sayville, New 

locations as an Air Force wife. York, passed away on December 23, 2014. 

Each move presented various challenges, Along with her husband, Bill, she operated the 
but her love of African Violets prevailed. Mina very popular ‘Violets By Appointment’, 
joined the Trimpa African Violet Society in the They attended national conventions regu¬ 

late 1980's along with her husband John. She larly until a few years ago. She was a mem- 
held almost every office and at the time of her ber of the Sweet Water AVS for 36+ years, 
death was serving as 1st Vice President, in NYAVS, MAAVS, AVSA, AVSC, and the Nut- 
charge of planning two programs each meg State AVS. She served on the Board of 
month. Directors of Sweet Water AVS, and worked dili- 

Mina was also an active member of the gently behind the scenes at the local shows. 
African Violet Council of Florida, Dixie African She also served on the Annual Index Corn- 

Violet Society, and the African Violet Society mittee for the nineteen years that Bill was the 
of America. Having won many Best In Show Chair. She will be missed for her cheerful, 
awards and Best Collections, Mina will be smiling countenance. 
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Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


Optimara ‘MyJoy' 

Exhibited by: Sherrie Wallace 
Hybridized by: Holtkamp 
Standard 
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Cupid's 

Jewel 

Exhibited by: 
Rose Bosch 
Hybridized by: 
LLyon Greenhouses/P. 

Sorano 

Semiminiature 



Photo Credit : Neil Lipson 



Pink 

Blueberry 

Exhibited by: 

Laurel Brown 
Hybridized by: 

M. Kartuz 
Standard 


Photo Credit-. Neil Lipson 
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PRESENTATIONS 

2015 AVSA KANSAS CITY CONVENTION 


Session 1 

“How to Grow Large Show 
Plants Groomed to 
Perfection” 

Thursday, May 28 • 10:30 
a.m. to 12:00 

Pat Hancock, Middletown, 

Ohio, and Marie Burns, 

Baltimore, Maryland 

Many of us attend lecture after lecmre with the 
hope of learning “How to grow large show plants 
groomed to perfection." Here is the perfect op¬ 
portunity to learn from two of our best-known 
growers and hybridizers. Marie Bums, five-time 
Best-in-Show winner and hybridizer of ‘Ocean 
Eyes,’ ‘Magnolia,’ ‘Rain Man,’ and ‘Pink Patti,’ 
plus many more varieties which can be grown to 
24-plus inches, will tell us all about achieving the 
largest plant you have ever grown. Pat Hancock, 
Bronze Medal Winner and well-known hybridizer 
of the Buckeye series, will share with us her vast 
knowledge of grooming and growing a plant to 
perfection. Pat's hybrid, ‘Buckeye Cranberry 
Sparkler,’ has won over 42 Best-in-Show awards 
and is on AVSA’s Best Variety List for 2012, 2013 
and 2014. This is quite an achievement and 
demonstrates how well her hybrids grow. This is 
a program that you do not want to miss! 

Session 2 

“Propagating Chimeras” 

Friday, May 29 • 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

Mary Corondan, Fairview, Texas 

Everyone from the experienced grower to the 
novice loves chimeras. There are many ways of 
propagating these beauties to keep those glorious 
stripes. This propagation may be from suckers, to 
forcing multiple crowns, to peduncles, or to 
brackets. Some varieties are easier to propagate 
than others. Explore the various possibilities at 
this workshop. May the stars and stripes live for¬ 
ever! 


Session 3 

“Growing Texas-size 
Trailers” 

Friday, May 29 • 3:00 p.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. 

Ben Haning, Allen, Texas 

Come and let Ben 
Haning show you how to 
grow award-winning trailers. 
Ben’s trailers have won Best-in-Show at the 2013 
AVSA convention, 3rd Best-in-Show at the 2014 
AVSA convention, and Best-in-Show at the Lone 
Star African Violet Council in 2013 and 2014. 
Ben has a method for growing big, Texas-size, 
award-winning trailers that he will share with 
you. You'll leant how to grow from a starter plant 
in a 3-ounce pot to a trailer two feet in diameter, 
with hundreds of blossoms and beautiful foliage. 
He will discuss the advantages trailers have as 
show plants compared to African violets with a 
single crown. You’ll also learn how trailers are 
groomed and tips for making them look their best 
for the show. Ben will also discuss his ideas on 
general violet culture, including potting soil, fer¬ 
tilizer, lighting, watering and pest control. He will 
share trailer plantlets, cuttings and leaves with 
those that attend. 

Session 4 
“Design Derby" 

Saturday, May 30 • 10 a.m. to 12:00 noon 
Joyce Stork, Fremont, Nebraska 

Four designers representing four AVSA coun¬ 
cils from across the country will compete in three 
exciting rounds to see who will survive to become 
the Design Derby Champion. Come and learn how 
the great designers think on their feet when they 
have only twenty minutes to complete a design 
and must use required materials. Learn the me¬ 
chanics and rules that make African violet design 
so unique. Brought to you by the Missouri Valley 
African Violet Council, your convention host, this 
program will be lots of fun. Enjoy a little friendly 



46 African Violet Magazine 


March • April 2015 










competition, cheer on the designer from your 
area, and celebrate one designer who will go 
home undefeated! 

Session 5 

“First Class and More” 

Saturday, May 30 • 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m 
Joe Bruns, Hanover Park, Illinois 

While Joe is not a programmer by profession, 
he wrote the two popular software programs, First 


Class and AVSA Show Entries. He will tell us how 
they came about and will explain the various fea¬ 
tures of each program, including some “hidden” 
features. He will also discuss Tom Glembocki's 
new Android mobile First Class app and will share 
some features planned for future versions. At the 
2014 Nashville convention, Joe was awarded 
AVSA’s Bronze Medal for Scientific Effort for his 
contributions. 


Molasses - You’re Joking! 

By Paul Lee 


I have been inspired to write this article on 
molasses after listening to Mel Grice give a 
presentation to our chapter. 

The subject of molasses came up when Mel 
said he was using it in his soil mix, thinking he 
was alone out there. Previously at the Gesneriad 
Society convention, when he did this presentation, 
I mentioned to him that I have been using it for 
several years. So he was no longer alone! 

Here are my reasons for applying molasses to 
plants and soil. 

Why molasses? Molasses is derived from the 
process of making sugar from sugar cane, or in 
some cases sugar beet. Sugar is the source of en¬ 
ergy needed to make plants grow. To make this 
sugar, the plants use sunlight, minerals, vitamins, 
bacteria, and many other materials. Molasses can 
supply some of these requirements, such as sugar, 
calcium, phosphorus, iron, magnesium, 
manganese, sulphur, selenium, copper, zinc, and 
others. 

When using a soil mix such as Pro Mix, 
containing the fungus mycorrhizae, the addition 
of molasses feeds the mycorrhizae with sugars, 
and in turn will help the hyphae (threads of a fun¬ 
gus; collectively the vegetative part of a fungus, 
as per Everyman’s Encyclopaedia of Gardening) 
to colonize the soil faster. Normally, the plant pro¬ 
duces sugars through its root system, which feed 
the bacteria, and they in turn supply the plant 
with phosphorus and other minerals that are not 
available. This symbiotic relationship is beneficial 
to both parties. The application of molasses to the 


soil helps to boost the bacterial activity in the soil, 
and makes more nutrients available, to make the 
plants grow faster and healthier. 

The application of molasses to the foliage of 
plants can be useful when plants are not doing 
well. Because of a lack of light or a poor root 
system, these plants show symptoms of yellowing 
leaves. This can mean they are unable to produce 
enough sugars, but by applying molasses to the 
foliage you can stem the decline until the plant 
starts to recover, or when cuttings take a long time 
to root. 

The sources of molasses are numerous, but be 
careful what you get. The two main types are 
“fancy" and the “blackstrap." The blackstrap is 
best with the sulphur still in it and should be 
derived from cane, as some of the beet molasses is 
now G.M.O.(genetically modified organism). You 
can also get dried molasses. 

For liquid molasses I dilute 10 ml in 1 liter of 
water for foliar spraying, and for direct ground 
application anywhere up to 30 ml per liter. 

I hope this has been of interest to you, and may 
suggest ideas on how to use this versatile and safe 
product in ways you have never thought of 
before. 

Note: Paul Lee is a commercial grower of 
greenhouse vegetables near Toronto, ON, 
Canada. He previously raised ornamental plants 
for the nursery trade. 

Reprintedfrom Toronto Gesneriad Society 
Newsletter, February 2015, 39, no. 2, Stan 
Sudol, Editor. 
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AVSA Tours the Optimara Greenhouses, 


Nashville, TN - Photos by Neil Lipson 
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Optimara Greenhouse Tour 

Star of the AVSA Nashville, TN, 2014 Convention 

by Neil Lipson 


I have purchased 
plants from Optimara for 
some time, but never 
knew the enormity of the 
greenhouse until I visited 
there. 1 was stunned. It 
was huge, organized, and 
beautiful. The plants 
were clean, and it took 
my breath away. 

Here is a bit of the 
histoty about the world's largest grower of African 
violets, as per their website: 

“Our company was founded, in 1904, by 
Martin Dorrenbach in Isselburg, in the lower 
Rhein Valley of Germany. By the 1930's, the 
son-in-law and horticulturist, Hermann 
Holtkamp. Sr. bred his first Saintpaulias on 
only one square meter (10.76 squarefeet) of 
greenhouse space. After the war, Hermann 
Holtkamp Sr., intensified his breeding efforts 
and by the early 1950's, thefirst real success 
gave the breeder hope for the plant’s future. 

At the time, Mr. Holtkamp said that the 
African violet would be the potted plant of the 
future. Our company grew many different crops, 
later to be replaced, one by one, by the African 
violet ." 

Here is what I saw. All of the plants, whether it 
was violets, orchids, etc. were situated by groups, 
all the same age and size. In the tour group of 
AVSA members at the Nashville AVSA Convention, 
given by Reinhold Holtkamp, Jr., some of the ques¬ 
tions asked were on insect control, breeding of new 
violets, and the production facilities. During the 
tour, it was apparent that this was by far one of 
the largest growing facilities of African violets that 
I have seen in thirty years of growing. 

There was a discussion of how long and how 
much it costs to produce a new African violet, 
what insecticides they used to keep their plants so 


clean (Optimara uses 
expensive commercial 
grade insecticides), and 
how long it takes from 
the start to finish of a 
new cultivar (about five 
years). The cost could 
reach about $50,000 per 
new cultivar. 

About 75% of their 
sales come from African 
violets, with the remainder including Begonias, 
ferns, and other plants. Their website, www.opti- 
mara.com, has links to identification of the plants, 
pathogens, insect control, and numerous other in¬ 
teresting features of their line of plants. Optimara 
is a strong supporter of the AVSA and played a 
huge part in the Nashville AVSA convention. 

The company is always experimenting on new 
plants, growing techniques, and different lighting 
research. On Facebook, they have close to 80,000 
likes and produce some of the best photography 
ever seen. Sales are increasing and the company 
is doing well and growing. 

One of the more interesting parts of the packing 
process was the potting machine. It can pot plants 
at about one per second, and this allows maximum 
productivity during the selling periods of the year. 

In addition to their Facebook page, Optimara 
African Violets, they also offer www.myvio- 
let.com, with tabs for Store Finder, All Varieties, 
Care Tips, Monthly Gallery, and Violet Alerts. 
Optimara is always working hard in developing 
new violets, improving growing techniques, 
and making it a better hobby for all of us. 

Neil Lipson is afull-time computer consultant. 
He can be reached by emailing him at 
ndlipson@gmail. com or calling610-356-6183 
offer lpm Eastern time. He will returnyour call. 



Greenhouse cat 
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Coming Events... 


March 6 & 7 -FLORIDA 

CFAVS of Orlando 
Annual Judged Show/Sale 
Beardall Senior Center 
800 Delaney Ave 
Orlando, Fl 32801 
Mar 6: Noon - 4pm 
Mar 7: 10am - 4pm 
Sales Room: 10am to 4 pm 
Linda Price (407)462-5923 
laprice41 @yahoo.com 

March 6 - 8 - CALIFORNIA 

Central California AVS Show/Sale 
Fresno Fairgrounds - Jr. Exhibit 
Bldg. 

11 21 S. Chance Ave., Fresno, CA 
Sale: Mar 6 - 1 lam - 7pm 
Mar 7 - 10am - 7pm 
Mar 8 - 10am - 6pm 
Show: Mar 7 - open at Noon 
Admission tickets upon 
request/see Website 
Info: www.fresnoviolets.org 
FresnoViolets@gmail.com 

March 14 - CALIFORNIA 

South Coast AVS 
Judged Show/Sale 
South Coast Botanic Garden 
26300 Crenshaw Blvd. 

Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 
Hours: 11:30am - 4pm Show 
1 lam - 4pm-Sales 
Jacquie Eisenhut (310) 325-2993 
jeisenhut@hotmail.com 

March 14 & 15 - COLORADO 

Rocky Mountain AV Council 
Show/Sale 

Thgawa Garden Center 

7711 S. Parker Rd 

Centennial, Co 80016 

Mar 14: 9am - 4pm 

Mar 15: 10am-4pm 

Info: Hudy Brekel (303) 452-9015 


Email: violetlady7@msn.com 
www.RMAVC.com 

March 20 & 21 - TEXAS 

First AVS of Denton 
Annual Spring Show/Sale 
First Presbyterian Church 
1114 West University Dr. 
Denton, TX 76201 
Hours: Mar 20: 1pm - 4pm 
Mar 21 10am -3pm 
Linda Himer - 940-587-5436 
texasblackcow@yahoo.com 

March 21 - MICHIGAN 

Michigan State AVS 

Display & Sale African violets, 

Streps, 

Other gesneriads 
Saturday, Mar 21-1 Oam - 4pm 
Matthaei Botanical Gardens 
1800 Dixboro Rd 
Ann Arbor, MI 48105 
Info: 

LynnAllen0413@comcast. net 

March 21 - WASHINGTON 

Seattle AVS & PS Gesneriad 
Society 

Annual Show and Sale 
Swanson’s Nursery 
9701 15th Ave NW 
Seattle, WA 98117 
Sale: 10am - 4pm 
Show: Noon - 4pm 
seattleafricanvioletsociety@yah 
oo.com 

bobclark98122@gmail.com 

March 21 & 22-TEXAS 
First Austin AVS 
46th Annual Judged Show/Sale 
Austin Area Garden Center 
Zilker Botanical Garden 
2220 Barton Springs Road 
Austin, TX 78746 
Mar 21 -11am - 4:30pm 


Mar 22 -1 lam - 3:30pm 
Susan Kautz (512) 365-1818 
gizzmo@austin.iT.com 
ww.faavs.org 

March 21 & 22 - NEW YORK 

Sweetwater African Violet 
Society's 40th Judged 
Show/Sale 
Mar 21 - 2pm - 5pm 
Mar 22 - Noon - 4pm 
West Sayville Fire Dept 
80 Montauk Highway 
West Sayville, NY 
$2.00 donation requested 

March 21 & 22 - ILLINOIS 

North Illinois Gesneriad Society 
Judged Show & Sale 
Chicago Botanical Garden 
1000 Lake Cook Road, Glencoe, IL 
Mar 21 - Noon-4:30pm 
Mar 22 - 10am - 4:30 pm 
Susan Bradford (847) 740-7801 
asusan.bradford@abbvie.com 

March 27 & 28 - TEXAS 
Dallas Metro 1110 AVS Annual 
Judged Show/Sale 
Mar 27 & 28: 10am - 4pm 
North Haven Gardens 
7700 Northhaven Road 
Dallas, TX 

Nadine Tichy (972) 922-0042 
nadinetichy75062@yahoo.com 

March 27 & 28 - FLORIDA 

Heart of Jacksonville AVS 
Annual AVSA Judged Show/Sale 
Mar 27: Noon - 6pm 
Mar 28:10am - 4pm 
San Jose Church of Christ 
6233 San Jose Blvd 
Jacksonville, Fl 32217 
sharon@jacksonvilleviolets.org 
(904) 536-4182 
www.jacksonvilleviolets.org 
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Facebook: Heart of Jacksonville 

March 28 & 29 LOUISIANA 

Sundowners AV Society 
35th Annual Show/Sale 
Baton Rouge Garden Center 
7950 Independence Blvd. 

Baton Rouge, LA 

Mar 28: 2pm-5pm 

Mar 29: llam-3pm 

George Ramirez(985) 384-0309 

susiesmith@live.com 

March 29 - ONTARIO, 
CANADA 

Toronto Gesnenad Society 
Annual Show & Sale 
Toronto Botanical Gardens 
777 Lawrence Ave. East 
Toronto, Ontario 
M3C 1P2 

Admission $2 - 10am to 4 pm 
Doris Brownlie 905-270-6776 
jtbrownlie@idirect.com 

April 4 & 5 - CALIFORNIA 

Capital City AVS, Sacramento, 

CA 

Judged Show and Sale 
Sacramento Garden & Arts Cen¬ 
ter 

3330 McKinley Blvd. Sacra¬ 
mento, CA 95816 
Apr 4: 1pm - 4pm 
Apr 5: 1pm - 3pm 
Lynn Lombard (530) 637-9000 
lynn_lombard@att. net 
www.sacviolets.org 
Free parking. Free admission. 

April 10 & 11-TEXAS 

First AVS of Wichita Falls 
Annual Show/Sale 
Apr 10 - 2:30pm - 4pm 
Apr 11 - 10am- 4pm 
Fellowship Hall 
University United Methodist 
Church 

3405 Thft, Wichita Falls, TX 


Patty Daniel 

<patty@ppa.kccoxmail.com> 

Sue Ramser <ramserwf@wf.net> 
Free to the public 

April 11 - ALABAMA 

Early Bird Violet Club Birming¬ 
ham, Alabama 
African Violet Display/Sale 
Apr ll-10am - 3pm 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens 
2612 Lane Park Road 
Birmingham, AL 35223 
Info: (205) 414-3950 
(205) 822-2257 
(205) 991-5335 

April 11 - CONNECTICUT 

Windsor AVS Annual Judged 
Show/Sale 

Grace Episcopal Church 
311 Broad Street 
Windsor, CT 06095 
Hours: 8:30 am - 2:30 pm 
Info: Nancy Hayes (860) 930- 
6260 

Email: violetnancy@comcast.net 

http://www.windsorafricanvio- 

lets.org/ 

April 11 & 12 - NEW JERSEY 

African Violet Club of Morris 
County 

Annual Judged Show/Plant Sale 
Frelinghuysen Arboretum 
353 East Hanover Avenue 
Morristown, NJ 07962 
Apr 11-1:30 pm-4pm 
Apr 12 - llam-3pm 
Jill Fischer 

HF.JG.Fischer@comcast.net 

April 11 & 12 - MISSOURI 

Metropolitan St. Louis 
African Violet Council 
Annual Show/Sale 
Missouri Botanical Garden 
4344 Shaw Blvd., St. Louis, MO 
Both Days: 9am - 5pm 


Linda Sumski 
CaribbeanDreamer@att.net 

April 11 & 12-OHIO 

Cincinnati & Dayton AV Societies 
Annual Show/Sale 
Eastgate Mall 
4601 Eastgate Blvd. 

Cincinnati, OH 45245 
Apr 11- Noon - 9 pm 
Apr 12 - Noon - 5 pm 
pennypwic@aol.com 
(859) 240-9057 
kcenci@hotmail.com 
www.cincyavs.org 

April 11 & 12-VIRGINIA 

Richmond AVS Judged 
Show/Sale 

Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden 
1800 Lakeside Avenue 
Richmond, Virginia 23228 
Show: Apr 11: 1pm - 5pm 
Apr 12: 9am-3p 
Sale: AprlO: 1pm - 5pm 
Apr 11 & 12: 9am - 5pm 
Free Admission 
Bill Schmidt 804-266-6157 
bills.misc@verizon.net 

April 17 & 18 - NEW YORK 

AV & Gesneriad Society of 
Rochester Show/Sale 
Meadowwoods Estates 
55 Ayrault Road 
Fairport, NY 14450 
Apr 17- 2pm - 6pm 
Apr 18- 11am-4pm 

April 18 - CONNECTICUT 

Thimble Islands AVS Show/Sale 
Willoughby Wallace Library 
146 Thimble Islands Road 
Exit #56, Branford, CT 
Apr 18: 10:30am - 3:30pm 
Info: Madeline Clem 
(203) 481-9455 

April 18 & 19 - MISSOURI 

Sho-Me AVC 
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30th Annual Shovv/Sale 
Loose Park Garden Center 
51st Street and Womall 
Kansas City, MO 
Apr 18: 9am-3pm 
Apr 19: 10am-3pm 
Fred & Pat Inbody 
(816) 373-6915 
kskdl@juno.com 

APRIL 18 & 19 - 
MONTREAL, QUEBEC, 
CANADA 

Societe des Saintpaulia de Mon¬ 
treal Annual Judged Show/Sale 
April 18-19 

Chalet du pare Maisonneuve 
4601, Sherbrooke Street E„ Est 
Montreal Quebec Canada. 

April 18-13:00 to 16:00. 

April 19-10:00 to 16:00 

www.saintpaulia-montreal.com 

saintpauliamontreal@hotmail.co 

m (514) 990-5701 

Facebook.com/SaintpauliaMon- 

treal' 

April 24 & 25 - MINNESOTA 

AVS of Minnesota Judged 

Show/Sale 

Northtown Mall 

398 Northtown Drive N.E. 

Blaine, MN 55434 

Apr 24: 10am - 7pm 

Apr 25: 10am - 4pm 

Info: Connie Rowley 

http://sites.google.com/site/avs- 

minnesota 

April 24 & 25 - NEW JERSEY 

Bergen County AVS 
58th Annual Show/Sale 
Apr 24: 3pm - 9pm 
Apr 25: 9am - 3pm 
Old North Reformed Church 
120 Washington Ave. 

Dumont, NJ 07628 
violets 101 @yahoo.com 
Facebook: Bergen County AVS 


April 24-26 - IOWA 

Evening AV Club of Des Moines 
Annual Show and Sale 
Sale: Apr 24 Noon - 9pm 
Show/Sale: Apr 25 10am - 9pm 
Show/Sale: Apr 26 Noon - 4pm 
Merle Hay Mall 
5850 Merle Hay Road 
Des Moines, 1A 
Contact (515)674-4717 
kathyymathews@gmail.com 

April 25 - OREGON 

Portland AV & Mt Hood 
Gesneriad Club 
Sale/Display/Education Thble 
Apr 25: 10am-3pm 
Thbor Heights Methodist Church 
6161 SE Stark St 
Portland, OR 97045 
Info: 503-631-3925 
alicemaeblue@yahoo.com 

April 25 - ONTARIO, 
CANADA 

Lakeshore AVS 
Annual Show & Sale 
St. Philip’s Lutheran Church 
61 West Deane Park Drive 
Etobicoke, Ontario 
M9B 2S1 

Apr 25 Free Admission 9am - 
5pm 

Doris Brownlie (905)270-6776 
jtbrownlie@idirect.com 

April 25 - CALIFORNIA 

Bakersfield AVS 
Annual Show/Sale 
East Bakersfield Veterans Hall 
2101 Ridge Road 
Bakersfield, CA 93305 
info: joe meyer 

Email: joescritters@hotmail.com 

April 25 & 26 - 
CONNECTICUT 

Naugatonic AVS 
Annual Judged Show/Sale 


Homewood Suites by Hilton 
6905 Main St (exit 53 off 
Merritt Pkwy Rte 15) 

Stratford CT 
April 25 - lam - 4pm 
April 26 -1 lam - 4pm 
Roger W. Wheeler 
(203) 925-0427 
rogerwwheeler@yahoo.com 

April 25 & 26 - VIRGINIA 

Tidewater AVS 31st Annual 
Show/Sale 

April 25 - 1pm - 5pm 
April 26 - 9am - 4pm 
Norfolk Botanical 
Gardens, Azalea Garden Rd., 
Norfolk, VA 

Pat Knight - (757)479-2115 

kemts@cox.net 

NBG Gate fee may apply 

April 25 & 26 - NEW YORK 

AVGS of Syracuse 
Annual Judged Show/Sale 
Beaver Lake Nature Center 
8477 East Mud Lake Road 
Baldwinsville, NY 13027 
$3 Parking Fee 
April 25 - l-6pm 
April 26 - 10-4pm 
LindaRowe 

bloominjungle@frontiemet.net 

April 25 & 26 - OHIO 

Columbus AVS Annual 
Judged Show/Sale 
Franklin Park Conservatory 
& Botanical Gardens 
1777 East Broad St. 

Columbus, OH 43203 
April 25 - Sale: 10am - 5pm 
Show Noon - 5pm 
April 26 Show/Sale: 10am- 4pm 
Susan Joy (614) 920-2392 
s_joy@sbcglobal. net 
columbusafficanvioletsociety.org 
On Facebook: 

ColumbusAfficanVioletSociety 
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May 1 & 2 - PENNSYLVANIA 

AVS of Springfield, PA 
Annual Judged Show/Sale 
Springfield Mall 
1250 Baltimore Pike 
Springfield, PA 19064 
Sales: 5/1: Noon-9pm 
5/2: 10am - 9pm 
5/3: 1 lam - 4pm 
Exhibit: 5/2 -lpm - 9pm 
5/3- 11am-4pm 
Leslie Swezey (484)477-7535 
hswezey@gmail.com 
Alice Dulaney (610)356-7459 
adulaney@verizon.net 

May 2 - BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Vancouver AV 
& Gesneriad Society 
Annual Show/Sale 
Floral Hall, VanDusen Garden 
5251 Oak St, Vancouver, BC 
lpm- 4pm 
Info: Iain James 
Email: jhoya02@shaw.ca 

May 2 - CALIFORNIA 

So. California Council & 

Burbank & Montrose AVS 
Judged Show/Sale 
May 2 - 1 Oam - 4pm 
Descanso Gardens, 1418 Des- 
canso Drive 

(Van de Kamp Hall) La Canada 
Flintridge, CA 
susaneyraud@yahoo.com 
www.burbankafricanviolets.we 
ebly.com 

Admission fee to the gardens, 
Free Show/Parking 

May 2 & 3 - NEW YORK 

AV & Gesneriad Society of WNY 
Judged Show/Sale 
May 2 - Noon - 6pm 
May 3 - 10am - 4pm 
Galleria Mall, Galleria Dr. 


Cheektowaga, NY 

Judy O’Neil (716) 662 - 9434 

May 2 &3-ILLINOIS 

Glenview/North Shore AVS 

Sale/Display/Educational 

Exhibit 

May 2 & 3 - Botanic Garden, 
Glencoe 

Both Days: 10am - 4:30pm 
Parking $20 for Non-garden 
Members 

Info: (847) 729 - 1690 

May 2 & 3 - OHIO 

North Coast Gesneriad & AV 
Club 

Annual Judged Show/Sale 
Cleveland Botanical Garden 
Cleveland, Ohio 
May 2: Noon - 5pm 
May 3: Noon - 5pm 
Admission to Garden required 
Penny Johnson (440)286-8235 
kritterfeeder@hotmail.com 

May 2 & 3 - WISCONSIN 

Oshkosh Violet Society 
Annual Judged show/sale 
St. Jude the Apostle Church Hall 
531 Knapp St. 

Oshkosh, WI 

May 2 - 10a.m. - 4:30p.m. 

May 3 - 11:30a.m. - 3:00p.m. 
Kevin Degner (920)426-3764 
kevin_degner@sbcglobal.net 

May 2 & 3 - NEW JERSEY 

Garden State AVC 
64th Annual Judged Show/Sale 
Mercer County Community 
College 

1200 Old "Renton Rd 
West Windsor, NJ 
May 2: Noon - 4pm 
May 3: 11am-3pm 
princetonol.com/groups/GSAVC 


Paula Bal (732)771-7117 
GSAVCmail@gmail.com 
Free Admission 

May 8 & 9 - MONTANA 

Billings Bloomers AVC 

Annual Sale 

May 8-10am-4pm 

May 9 - 10am - 3pm 

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 

108 24th St. W 

Info: (406) 652-1388 

(406) 656-2694 

(406)252-1280 

May 9 - WISCONSIN 

Crosstown AVC 
Annual Spring Sale 
Olbrich Botanical Gardens 
3330 Atwood Ave 
Madison, WI 53704 
Hours: 9am - 4 pm 
Alice Peterson (608)298-7324 
peters56@tds.net 

May 9- NEW JERSEY 

AVC of Burlington County 
Annual Judged Show/Sale 
May 9 - Noon - 5pm 
Medford Leas Retirement 
Community 
1 Medford Leas Way 
Medford, New Jersey 
Free Admission 
sskalski@comcast. net 
AVCBC.PBWorks.com 
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worth Repeating: j\VS Membership 

Growing and Blooming Tips 

by Judy Barnett 


The club I belong to is the “Heart of Jacksonville 
AVS.” It was organized September 1992 with the 
motto: “From the Heart.” Visitors quickly feel the 
warmth that is generated when we get together. As 
our yearbook states, our purpose is, “Sharing and 
caringfrom the heart, and supporting each other 
to grow better African violets while growing bet¬ 
ter as a person. ” 

Here are some ideas we used to increase our 
membership from the three founding members to 
our present twenty-five. Some of these ideas may 
be old hat to you, but sift through them - maybe 
there are a few you can use. 

1. Know How Your Club Operates 

(a) Review your club’s bylaws. Get a renewed 
sense of purpose, membership requirements, dues, 
and other relevant rules that a bright, prospective 
member might ask you about. 

(b) Create a club yearbook and newsletter. This 
conveys the impression that your club is cohesive 
and well-run. These publications admittedly are a 
lot of work, but can be fun and veiy satisfying to 
produce. 

2. Acquaint Yourself With Your Club’s 
Plans for the Coming Year 

Everything the club does is important to new 
members. You need to know what other commit¬ 
tees are planning. This enables you to point out to 
guests what your forthcoming programs are, and 
is a strong selling tool. 

3. Don’t Push the Club on Anyone 

Point out your club’s past successes, be enthu¬ 
siastic and encourage guests to join, but don't be 
overly eager. Reluctant members are worse than no 
members at all. 

4. Encourage Feedback from Members 

Prospective members as well as current mem¬ 
bers are going to become interested and stay inter¬ 
ested only if we can offer them what they want. 
We need to let them know that they are appreci¬ 
ated by assuring them that their ideas are important 
to us. All clubs need the infusion of fresh ideas and 


the contacts that newcomers offer. 

5. Make Sure Prospective and New 
Members Know They Are Welcome and 
Appreciated 

(a) One or more of your members should be as¬ 
signed to greet guests, be sure they sign a guest 
sheet (giving phone numbers), give them a name 
tag, and then introduce them to other members. Get 
your new members and guests involved right 
away. 

(b) Between meetings, call up guests and invite 
them to the next meeting, or AVS event. 

(c) Membership application forms should 
include: name, address, phone(s) and birthday, 
(month and day but not the year); plus these 
questions: where did you hear about our club, are 
you interested in growing to show in the future, 
may we list your phone (s) in our yearbook, what 
other violet associations or other horticultural 
associations are you a member of, and what is your 
reason for joining? 

(d) Promote friendship by meeting on occasion 
for a covered-dish dinner or lunch at a member’s 
home, by attending shows and conventions to¬ 
gether, and last but not least, by visiting green¬ 
houses in your area. There never seems to be 
enough time at the meetings to greet and talk to 
each other as much as we'd like to. These outings 
allow you to do that without sacrificing a meeting 
timetable, and are an important step in creating a 
feeling of togetherness. 

6. Make Membership as Easy as Possible 
for Busy People 

(a) Keep the business part of your meeting 
short. Special effort should be made to keep 
meetings on schedule, and to get things done in a 
timely manner. 

(b) Give a “new member packet" to new 
members at the time they submit their application 
and dues. It should contain basic supplies to get 
started (soil mix, pots, fertilizer, wicks, reservoirs 
culture how-to articles), plus your yearbook. Mem- 
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bership forms for other clubs (AVSA, GSI, etc.) can 
also be included. Give them enough to really get 
them hooked! 

(c) Our supply chairperson brings basic supplies 
to sell at each meeting. 

A supply list with prices for members and non¬ 
members is also offered. Since members are only 
charged club cost for these items, it becomes obvi¬ 
ous that it is a big advantage to join. 

7. Get Your Club Into The Public Spotlight 

Visibility is very important to promote interest in 
our club. We have a show each year. We also host 
tables at a Home and Patio Show, and at the Jack¬ 
sonville Fair. At these events, we sell plant and sup¬ 
plies, give tips on cultivation and hand out AVSA 
literature. We have a Demonstration Thble, with a 
member repotting or putting down leaves. This is a 
great attention-getter and generates many ques¬ 
tions. Encourage people to “Go ahead, try it your¬ 
self, you can do it!" W have our club information 


sheet and a form for prospective members to sign if 
they want to be notified of our next meeting. 

8. Give Prospective Members Something to 
Remind Them of Your Meetings 

Not every guest will be able to attend your next 
meeting, but may still be Interested. Give them an 
information sheet to hold onto until they can visit 
again. 

9. Give Prospective and New Members 
Hands-on Experience 

(a) At your meetings, demonstrate starting 
plants from leaves, repotting plantlets, and general 
grooming of mature plants. 

(b) Guests and members really enjoy going 
home with new “babies" or leaves to nurture. It's 
one of the things that really gets people hooked. 

10. Remember Your Objective and Be Posi¬ 
tive and Upbeat 

Always bear in mind that the #1 objective of a 
club should be to have fun, otherwise it’s work! 


AVSA Website Evolution 

Barbara Burde, AVSA Internet Committee Chairman • internet@avsa.org 


When the current website was launched in 
2013, it was far from a finished product. And, in 
truth, a good website is never truly “finished” - it 
should continue to evolve in keeping with the 
needs of its users and with new technologies. The 
Internet Committee's intention was to add more in¬ 
formation and functions as time allowed. 

Recently, we have made changes to the Mem¬ 
ber Content - reorganizing and adding more infor¬ 
mation. The show report and Best Varieties 
submission forms are now in this area. The Best 
Varieties List, AVSA Honor Roll, annual Thlly Time 
summary, and a list of Convention Best in Show 
Winners are now conveniently on the website. 
There is also a Photo Gallery of newly intro¬ 
duced/registered AV varieties, which we hope 
members will enjoy. 

By the time you read this, we intend to have our 
new Educational area (Violets 101) active. This 
has been the work of several months, with a new 
way of presenting the information. Educational ar¬ 
ticles from the AVM have been identified, scanned, 
and made available. There is a gallery of Design 


photos for members. AVSA now has a YouHibe 
channel, where we hope to add more video pre¬ 
sentations, linked to from the Education topics. 

The Committee has been disappointed that few 
photos are being submitted for addition to the 
Photo Gallery. Perhaps people are confused by the 
copyright requirement. Basically, when you take 
an original photograph, you automatically own the 
copyright. Because of copyright infringement con¬ 
cerns, we do not want, nor can we use, pictures 
that have been copied from other sources. So, get 
out your camera, take photos of all those lovely 
African violets, and send them to us! 

The most frequent comment about the website 
that we now get is that members want a more con¬ 
venient member signin/password system. Both the 
AVSA Internet and Technology Committees have 
been looking for such a system for a long time; 
however, we have not been able to find one that 
meets our needs. Quite a few of these softwares 
are just too expensive for AVSA; others do not 
integrate with our AVSA Office membership 
technology. The search continues. 
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Rob’s Jitterbug 

Exhibited by: Sandra Skalski 
Hybridized by: R. Robinson 
Miniature 
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Buckeye Love’s Caress 

Exhibited by: Susan Amao 
Hybridized by: P. Hancock 
Large 
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AFRICAN VIOLET MAGAZINE 

Advertising Rates and Deadlines 
(Effective January 1, 2011) 







DEADLINES 


JAN/FEB ISSUE NOV 1 JUL/AUG ISSUE MAY 1 
MAR/APR ISSUE JAN 1 SEPT/OCT ISSUE JUL 1 
MAY/JUN ISSUE MAR 1 NOV/DEC ISSUE SEPT. 1 

REGULAR ADVERTISING 
AD SIZE - COMMERCIAL ALL 
3 5/16 IN WIDE MEMBERS OTHERS 




1 INCH $36-$45 

2 INCH S60-S75 

3 INCH $85-$ 106.25 

4 INCH $109-$136.25 

5 INCH TO 9 1/4 INCH $28.00 PER INCH $35.00 PER INCH 
»/4 PAGE BLACK & WHITE $ 116-$ 145 

Vi PAGE BLACK & WHITE $212-$265 
FULL PAGE BLACK & WHITE $418-$522.50 
y 2 PAGE COLOR $577-$721.25 
FULL PAGE COLOR $721 -$901.25 



Advertiser provides color separations . 

Special- Buy 5 ads and receive 6th adjree when all 6 ads are 
paid infull in advance. All ads must be same size. Content of ad 
can change for each issue. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

15 word/$ 18.00 Minimum. Each additional word is $1.20; a 
series of numbers counts as a word. Purchase 5 ads and receive 
the 6th ad free. All classified ads must be the same text and paid 
for in advance. 


INTERNET WEB PAGE 

Commercial members and any advertiser who purchases six 
consecutive ads may have his/her business listed on the AVSA 
Web Page and also have a “hot" link to their page if they provide 
a reciprocal link to the AV5A page. No process has yet been 
developed to place advertising on the Internet at this time. 
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At the PeakofViotetry 

Gq Jfe. Ti 



103 Downing Place 
Apex,North Carofina 27502 

(We do not tunc <r retail location. Mail 'livh Orders Only) 

919-362-0530 libbicffY b \ uebi rdgrccnhousc. com 


Buckeye Violets 


Leaves Only 

New Buckeye’s * Cajun’s 
* Jolly’s * Jerseys 

2015 color catalog $3.00 
USA/S5.00 others 


Mail Order: 

Buckeye Violets, 

7132 Shurtz Rd 
Middletown, OH 45042 
(513) 425-0308 

0 Like us on Facebook. Search 

www.facebook.com/groups/Buckeve African Violets 

www.buckeyeviolets.com 

Email: pat.hancock@hughes.net Paypal accepted 


JoS Violets 

African Violets, Epicias, and more 

send stamped envelope 
2205 College Dr Victoria, TX 77901 

(361) 575-1344 josviolets@yahoo.com 






* Unique soiless blend of coir, 
sphagnum, hydrocks and vermiculite. 
Rated HI in tests. 

* 'Wick Mix' also available. 

Contact Us for a FREE CATALOG 


- Oyama Pots 

- Wick Saucers 

- AgroSun Light 
Bulbs 

- Self-watering Pots 

- Urea-free Fertilizer 

- Leaf Rings 


440-357-0022 • www.VioletSupply.com 



The Planter Depot 

Oyama Self Watering Planters 
African Violet Growing Supplies 


• Oyama Planters 

• Leaf Support Rings 

• Soil-less Wicking Mix 

• Fertilizer 

• Pest Control Products 

• Growing Supplies 


Sharon Rosenzweig 
Fr amin gham, MA 
508877-8076 
email: avDlanter3@comca8t.net 
website: www.avplanters.com 


e-mail; avseeds@yahoo.com NadeauAfricanVioletSeeds.com 

Hello. We sell five kinds of African violet seeds: 

Standard: Plants 9-15 inch diam. at maturity, all-green foliage, flowers of 
various shapes and colors; Small: 3-9 inch diam., all-green foliage, various 
bloom colors; Trailer: Sizes small to large, trailing or bushy growth habit, 
all-green foliage, various bloom colors; Variegated: Small to large, all 
with variegated foliage and various bloom colors; Fantasy: Various sizes, 
all-green foliage, around 50% of the plants have flowers with bi-color or 
fancy markings. Please visit NadeauAfricanVioletSeeds.com to see pic¬ 
tures of plants from our seeds. 

The number of seeds per packet (>100) varies and is suff icient to pro¬ 
duce at least 25 plants. AV seeds germinate best on a particular soilless 
mix. We sell 1-cup bags of it, $0.95 per bag. Use 1 cup in a small container 
or as 1/2-inch surface layers on top of your regular mix to sow seeds in 
several containers. Instructions included. 

**We cannot ship Germination mix to other countries** 


Phone 9am-lpm only. 
Central time 314-716-2904. 

How to Order 
Orders can be placed online 
(discount), or by phone/credit 
card, or by mailing us your 
order and check. Prices per 
pkt of 100+ seeds: Standard, 
Small, and Trailer $7.95; Fan¬ 
tasy, 8.95; Variegated, 9.95. 
Germination mix, (see facing 
page) $0.95 each. Flat rate 
USPS 1st Class post, $3.45. 

Nadeau AVS 
9766 Grandview Drive 
St Louis, MO 63132. 
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The Association for 
plant & flower 
people who grow in 
hobby greenhouses 
and windows! 

Quarterly Magazine 

Growing & Maintenance 
Help & Advice 

Hobby Greenhouse Association 

8 Glen Terrace, Bedford, MA 01730-2048 
Dues: USA $19 (Canada and Mexico. $21 US funds! MO) 
($22 Overseas. US funds!MO) 

Sample magazine $3.50 
Directory of Greenhouse Manufacturers $2.50 



Save the Wild Saintpaulia 

Will the TVild African Violet Survive? 


W ild Saintpaulia species are louna only in a ver 
limited habitat in a handful of mountain and 
coastal rainforests known by scientists as the Eastern Arc. 
Aiuch of the Ar c rainforests have been destroyed hv 


lound onh 


The African Rainjorest Conservancy 
is preserving and regenerating the Saintpaulia habitat. 
You can play a critical role. 

Sdo.oo - Contributor 

Sioo.oo - Rafiki (Friend) 

*$200.00 - Ndugu (C omrade) 

So oo .oo - Bwana au Bibi (Patron) 

S i , ooo. oo Mbifa di (Conservator) 

So,ooo.oo M.eri (Guardian) 

Donations are Tax D eductihle made to: 

African Rainforest Conservancy ‘ S 6 o Broadway, Suite 202 
New York, NY 10012 


PHYSAN 20" Controls 
African Violet 
Pathogens. 

• Controls algae on mats, wicks, 
reservoirs, trays, pots, benches, 
and work surfaces. 

• Controls damping off on 
seedlings and plants. 

• Controls crown rot, powdery 
mildew, botrytis. 

• Controls disease spread by 
disinfecting tools. 


Let those pesky visitors know they’re 
not wanted. Take control with 

PHYSAN 20. 




Maril Products 
15421 Red Hill Ave., Ste D 
Tustin, CA 92780 
800-546-7711 
www.physan.com 


The Violet Showcase 


now offers Growing Supplies 

JoT 

-On line or by mail: 

www.violetshowcase.com 

-and at my Ebay store: violetshowcase 
(303) 204-5937 


Achimenes, Aeschynanthus, Chirita, Columned, Drymonia, Episcia, 
Kohleria, Nematanthus, Petrocosmea, Sinningia, Streptocarpus... These 
and many other gesneriads are the perfect companions for your African 
violets. 

Purchase our 56-page manual “How to Know and Grow Gesneriads” for US$10 postpaid anywhere, or join The 

Gesneriad Society for one year for US$25 in USA, US$30 elsewhere. Go to www.gesneriadsociety.org or send check or credit 
card number with expirations date and CVV code to The Gesneriad Society, Dept AVM, PMB 637, 1122 E Pike Street, 
Seattle, WA 98122 USA. New members receive a copy of “How to Know and Grow Gesneriads,” two back issues and the 
next four quarterly issues of our journal Gesneriads , a package of mixed gesneriad seeds, access to the world’s largest source 
of gesneriad seed, and many other benefits. 



^www.gesneriadsociety.org J 
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STEVE AND DONNA TURNER 
PHONE 734-285-5560 
SOUTHGATE, MICHIGAN 


ANNOUNCING OUR NEW WEBSITE 
WWW.STARZNSTREPS.COM 
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Oyama 

Self-Watering Planters 

DEALERS CARRYING FULL VARIETY 

• Cape Cod Violetry • (East U.S.) 
violeis@cape.com 

• Violet Showcase 

www.violelshowcase.com 

• Jo's Violets - (South U.S.) 
josviolets@yahoo.com 

BECOME A DEALER 

907-338-4510 or violets@alaska.com 

OyamaPlanters.com 


Support AVSA when you shop! 


[amazon ] 

Did you know that Amazon now has a program for 
shoppers to designate a chanty of their choice, and 
Amazon will contribute a portion of every dollar you 
spend? Here's an easy way to support the African 
Violet Society of America at NO EXTRA COST TO YOU! 

Just go to www.avsa.org and follow 
the Amazon Smile directions under 
<NEWS> to learn more and sign upl 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 


African Violets & Gesneriads 

"Slnningta Heaven" - Home of the Ozark series 
"It's a stn not to own a Sinningia!" 

Dave's Violets Ph: (417) 887-8904 

1372 S. Kentwood Ave. Price list: $ 1.00 

Springfield, MO 65804 Web site: www.davesviolets.com 


Lyndon Lyon 

Greenhouses, Ino. 

PO Box 249 Dolgeville, NY 13329 
14 Mutchler Street (for GPS users) 

“Where The Violets Aref n 

Quafity hybrids since 1954 

African Violets, 
Aeschynanthus, 
Chiritas, Codonanthe, 
Columneas, 

Episcias, Kohlerias, 
Nematanthus, 
Orchids, Petrocosmeas, 
Rex Begonias, Streptocarpus, 
other assorted Gesneriads, 
and SO much more! 

Our greenhouses are open year round. 
No appointments necessary! 

Call for hours! Phone (315) 429 8291 

Visit our website at: 

www.lyndonlyon.com 




Travis&Jiolets. 

P. O. BOX 42 OCHLOCKNEE, GA. 31773 


Phone: 1-229-574-5167 
1-229-574-5236 
Fax: 1-229-574-5605 
E-mail: tviolets@aol.com 
http://travisviolets.com 


NEW 2015 SHIPPING SEASON! 

3 FREE VIOLETS!!! 

Order now and get 3 FREE violets, our choice. Min. order for this offer is 12 plants (Not including Specials). 

Send $2 for our CURRENT CATALOG. New and older varieties of African violets from the leading hybridizers, featuring 
TRAVIS’ VIOLETS, LYONS, ROBS, REBELS, BUCKEYES, SORAS, PITTMANS and others. 

Try our SUPER SPECIAL - 12 Husky Starters, all different - $60.00 Postpaid, all plants our choice. 

THIS SPECIAL WILL SHIP NOW AND WITH A HEAT PACK IF NEEDED FOR 
WINTER SHIPPING (does not include free plant offer). We accept: VISA, MASTERCARD & DISCOVER (Min. $30 order) 

Greenhouse Open 7 days a week (please call first) 

COMMERCIAL MEMBER: AVSA AND DAVS _ 
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Looking for Orchid 
Information? Log On! 


AMERICAN 

ORCHID 

SOCIETY 


Interact with other 
eager orchid enthusi¬ 
asts by clicking on 
Orchid Forum at 

0 r c h i d We b 

developed especially 
as an information exchange platform for orchid grow¬ 
ers throughout the world. The American Orchid 
Society's popular web site has extensive plant-care tips, 
inspiring photographs, a calendar of orchid events 
and other helpful orchid information. 

Founded in 1921, the AOS is the world's number-one 
orchid-information source - just ask 30,000 members 
worldwide. On-site membership application is available 
along with convenient, secured shopping in The AOS 
BookShop and Orchid Emporium. 


The American Orchid Society 

Dept. AVMAG, 16700 AOS Lane 

Delray Beach, FL 33446-4351 

Telephone (561)404-2000 Fax (561)404-2100 

E-mail theAOS@aos.org Web site aos.org 


Where the passion for the violets lives 
Tina Drouin • 6920 St-Fran9ois N. 
Sherbrooke (Quebec) • Canada J1C 0A5 *(819) 276-0561 
email: bloomlovers@videotron.ca 
website: www.bloomlovcrs.com 
For a full color catalogue, please send $2 to the address above. 
I offer a VERY wide variety of African violet cuttings 
(leaves) and plugs as well as an assortment of episcias 
Mail order only please, no visits. 



^and lAJorkdht 


and vworn6nop 
Custom Made Award Ribbons and Rosettes 
2)ai/idf 


941 FM 2377 
Red Oak, Texas 75154 
Fax (972) 617-1198 


taviation 

(972)617-1186 
email: chiefrond@aol.com 


Join 

Today! 


Cryptanthus 

The Dazzling Earth Stars 
are the perfect companion plants for your 
African violet collection requiring the 
same care. Exquisite colors, leaf shapes, 
and patterns of stripes, bars, and zig zags 
year round in every shade of the rainbow. 
Send first class stamp for cultural information 
or S3.00 for a sample of our color quarterly journal. 

THE CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY 

Carole Richtmyer - Secretary 
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive 
Spring. TX 77388 




OUR 38TH YEAR 



CAPE COD VIOLETRY 

John & Barbara Cook 

587 Shawmut Ave, New Bedford, MA 02740-4620 

Ph. (508) 993-2386 

For ORDERS - Email violets@cape.com 
For CATALOG in Adobe Acrobat Email ccviolets@msn.com or send $2.00 (refundable with order) to 

above address 

OVER 500,000 PLASTIC POTS IN STOCK FROM 1-1/2” to 8” 

Standard - Tub - Square White - Green - Terracotta 


Oyama Planters - All Sizes and Colors 

Dandy Pots 

Swift’s Moist Rites 

Wick Water Reservoirs 

Permanest Tray 

3” and 6” Clear Domes 

Labels 3”-4”-5” 

Pesticides and many other products 


Fertilizers 

Dyna-Gro - Optimara - Peters - Shultz - Others 
Growing Media 

African Violet Mix and Wicking Mix 
Vermiculite - Perlite - Peat Moss 
Physan 20 - Phyton 27 
Superthrive 


Manufacturers of ELISA’S AFRICAN VIOLET SUPPORT RINGS & J FIND RINGS 

































' Violet Bam 

10-time winner, AVSA Best New Cultivar Award 

Extensive online catalog at www.violetbam.com 


Looking for African violets? We have them! 


• Hundreds of varieties, including our award-winning "Rob's" 

and "Ma's" varieties. Like 'Rob's DitziA/litzi' at right 

• Many more of the latest varieties from Russia and Ukraine 

• A large selection chimera varieties and Saintpaulia species 


We grow hundreds more of the 'violet 
relatives', including .many of the latest 
like those shown here: 

Episcio 'Jim's Specialty' deft) vr/ ; 

Sinningia 'Kleopatra ’ (at right) . ^ * £ 

"Seller's choice" specials: ' - 

- ifsC L '- - * 

5 different episcias for $20* 

5 different kohleria for $20* 


Want a good deal? 10 different varieties, seller's choice, for $40* 
...specify miniature, standard, or trailing. 

Looking for 'other' gesneriads? We have them too! 


You might want to try streptocarpus. We're famous for our 'Bristol's' 
hybrids. All are showy plants, easy growers and prolific bloomers, 
like 'Bristol's Night Light '. one of our latest, shown at right 

Our offer: 10 different streptocarpus, seller's choice, $40* 

We also have sinningia—everything from microminis to speciosa 

Many, many, other genera of gesneriads listed on our online 
catalog. We have companion plants, like begonias and hoyas, too! 



We are also THE source for miniature container and terrarium plants. These are truly miniature plants. 
See our extensive listing online. Our special: 10 different mini terrarium plants, seller's choice, $40* 


*ShiDDina : April 15-October 31 via USPS priority mail. $10 per order, then add $.80 per plant 
We ship in winter too! By express mail only. Visit website for details and pricing. 

We ship anywhere (internationally), anytime - safe delivery guaranteed! 


Find us on Facebook! Search 'Violet Barn' or go to www.facebook.com/africanviolets 

"like" us and receive all of the latest updates—new plants, growing tips, contests, and more! 


Dr. Ralph (Rob) & Olive Ma Robinson Phone: 585-374-8592 Fax: 585-374-6947 

PO Box 9, Naples, NY 14512 Open for visitors Tuesday thru Saturday, 12-5 pm 

Stay at the "Violet House" while visiting! Phone orders Monday-Saturday 12-5 pm, Web-orders anytime 
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AVSA Information 

FOR CONDUCTING BUSINESS WITHIN YOUR SOCIETY 

FOR ACCURATE SERVICE. SEND YOUR INQUIRIES TO THE CORRECT PERSON. ALWAYS INCLUDE YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS. 

SHOW SCHEDULE APPROVER: For information on 


AVSA OFFICE: Amy Camith, Office Manager, 2375 
North Street, Beaumont, TX 77702, 409-839-4725; FAX 
409-S39-4329. Hours*. Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 
4:00 p.m. CST. Email <avsa@earthlink.net> 

Send check payable to AVSA for new or renewable member¬ 
ship to AVSA Office, 2375 North Street, Beaumont, TX 
77702; phone 409-839-4725. Remit in U.S. dollars with 
draft or check on a USA bank. See Membership 
Application. Master Card/Visa accepted. 

MEMBERSHIP AND PROMOTION: Send ideas, offers to 
help, requests for assistance to Joyce Stork, 2501 E. 23rd St. 
Fremont, NE 68025. Email <dcentsflowers@gmail.com>. 
AFFILIATES: For information on Affiliates or how to 
organize a chapter, write Mel Grice, 2019 Crosswind Ct., 
Englewood, OH 45322. Email <melsgrice@earthlink.net>. 
AVSA SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION: Charles Ramser, 
2415 Martin St., Witchita Falls, TX 78508. Email 
<charles.ramser@mwso.edu> 

COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES AND COMMERCIAL 
SALES & EXHIBITS: Lynn Lombard, 790 Ridgecrest Dr., Colfax, 
CA 95713. For information on convention entries or sales room, 
contact Lynn Lombard, Email <d\im^nibard(^\^ridneLatLnet> 
CONVENTION AWARDS: Jan. issue. Send suggestions or 
contributions for convention awards to Judy Carter, 1S25 W. 
Lincoln St., Broken Arrow, OK 74012-8509. Email 
<AVSAawards@windstream.net>. 

CONVENTION PROGRAM: Send special requests for workshop 
programs or interesting speakers to Kathy Lahti, Convention 
Director, 4157 Oliver Ave. N.W., Annandale, MN 55302, Email 
<lahti@lakedalelink.net> If interested in sponsoring a national 
convention in your area, contact Convention Director. 

FUTURE CONVENTION DATES: Kansas City, MO. May 24 
-May 31, 2015. 

JUDGE’S DUPLICATE CARD: Send self-addressed stamped 
envelope to Bill Foster, 5610 Gray Dr., Mesquite, TX 75150. 
JUDGING SCHOOL: To register a judging school, send 
request to Ruth Loomis, Email <m(hloomis@msn. com>. A 
registration fee of $15 is required. 

MASTER VARIETY LIST: 

MVL SUPPLEMENTS: Download from AVSA website, or 
order from AVSA office for $2.00. Orders in writing only. 
Send any correction and/or description of new cultivars 
with hybridizer’s name to: Joe Bruns, 1220 Stratford Lane, 
Hanover Park, IL 50130. 

MEMBERSHIP CARDS: Sent to Associate Members. 
Renewing members receive card on white protective cover of 
AVM. 

OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE: AVSA Secretary, Elmer 
Godeny, 8206 S. 43rd St., West Ave, Tulsa, OK 74132. Email 
<ekgprofl@cox.net> 

PLANT REGISTRATION: Joe Bruns, 1220 Stratford Ln., 
Hanover Park, IL 60203-2667. Email <jbruns@qwip.net>. 
RESEARCH: Send suggested projects for scientific research or 
names of interested, qualified, potential research personnel to 
Dr. Jeff Smith, 3014 W. Amherst Rd., Muncie, IN 47304. 


Shows, AVSA Awards, and Approving Schedules write to: 1 
Meredith Hall, P. 0. Box 370, Marlin, TX 76661. Email 
<m.hall@reagan.com>. Do not send Show Schedules by 
Email - this address is for information ONLY. 

NEW PRICES FOR AVSA ROSETTES, EFFECTIVE 
JANUARY 1, 2012: SSA Packet with no rosettes $5.00. 
Orders for rosettes must be specific as to which is needed- 
standard, species, mini-semi, they may be mixed, color and 
size all same price. All rosettes are $5.00 each added to [ 
price of SSA packet. “ 

AFRICAN VIOLET MAGAZINE INFORMATION 5 

MAGAZINE: Copyrighted 2007, The African Violet Society of 
America, Inc., all rights reserved. Reproduction, in whole or in 
part, in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
without permission is prohibited. All articles are property of 
AVSA and must not be reprinted without Editor’s permission. 
AVM EDITOR: Ruth Rumsey, 2375 North Street, Beaumont, 

TX 77702; 409-839-4725; FAX 409-839-4329. Email 
<rrumsey@earthlink.net>. 

ARTICLES BY MEMBERS, COLUMNISTS AND MEMORI¬ 
ALS: Send to Editor. 

Please Note: Deadlines - Articles and Columnists: Jan. 

issue - Oct. 1; Mar. issue - Dec. 1; May issue - Feb. 1; July 
issue - Apr 1; Sept, issue - June 1; Nov. issue - Aug. 1. 

COMING EVENTS: Send to Editor. 

Coming Events Deadlines: - Jan. issue - Nov. 1; Mar. 
issue - Jan. 1; May issue - Mar. 1; July issue - May 1; Sept, 
issue - July 1; Nov. issue - Sept. 1. 

ADVERTISING MANAGER: Advertising rates and informa¬ 
tion: Cindi Nofciger, 1035 Lakewood Dr., Albany, OR 97321. 
Email <ccnofziger@comcast.net> (Ad rates on web site: 
AVSA.org) (541) 926-8116. 

ADVERTISING DEADLINES: Jan/Feb. issue - Nov. 1; | 
Mar/Apr. issue - Jan. 1; May/June issue - Mar. 1; July/Aug. issue 
- May 1; SeptVOct. issue - July 1; Nov./Dec. issue - Sept. 1. 

BACK ISSUES: Complete your set now. Request price list of 
available issues from Beaumont office. Send SASE for list. 

BEST VARIETIES: HONOR ROLL COMPILER John Carter, 
1825 W. Lincoln St., Broken Arrow, OK 74012-8509. 

BOOSTER FUND: Send contributions to Shirley Berger, 2822 
S. Mainsail Dr., Avon Park, FL 33825-6032. 

BOYCE EDENS RESEARCH FUND: Send contributions 
to Marlene Buck, 17235 N. 106th Ave., Sun City, AZ 
85373-1958. 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE FUND: Send contributions to 
Susan Hapner, 35 Ridge Point Dr., Chesterfield, MO 63017. L 
TINARI ENDOWMENT FUND: Send contributions to Janet l 
Riemer, 256 Pennington-Harbourton Rd., Pennington, NJ 
08534-4007 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Send new address at least 30 days 
before it is to take effect, along with old address, to AVSA 
office in Beaumont. 

TALLY TIME: Susan Anderson, 4040 E. Maldonado Dr., 
Phoenix, AZ 85042. Email: <sandersonl22@cox.net>. 


The African Violet Magazine (ISSN 0002-0265) is published bi-monthly: January, March, May, July, September, November. 
Periodical postage is paid by The African Violet Society of America, Inc., a non-profit organization, 
at 2375 North Street, Beaumont, TX 77702 and at additional mailing offices. 

Subscription $35.00 per year which is included in membership dues. • Copyright 2009 The African Violet Society of America, Inc. 
POSTMASTER: Please send change of address form 3579 to African Violet Magazine, 2375 North Street, Beaumont, TX 77702 
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President’s Message 

By John T. Carter, President 


1825 W. Lincoln St. 
Broken Arrow, OK 74012-8509 


It is hard to believe that this will be 
my last President’s Message column. 

The past two years have gone by 
quickly. Your Team (Officers, Directors, 
and Committee Chairs) has been busy 
and can take credit for moving AVSA 
forward in a fast-changing world. Our 
image has vastly improved with the im¬ 
plementation of our new website. Not 
only was a new website implemented, 
but improvements continue to be made by a com¬ 
mittee with many skills. The responsibility to 
maintain the website now rests with the various 
committee chairs so the burden no longer falls on 
a single webmaster. 

The growth of social media continues to be an 
important part of communication among violet en¬ 
thusiasts. Facebook allows violet growers to share 
their successes and problems. We have seen new 
violets being introduced from around the world. It 
is truly an international medium and reaches thou¬ 
sands of people. Our challenge is to direct this en¬ 
ergy into AVSA membership. The enthusiasm is 
there. How do we show that AVSA membership is 
the next logical step? 

A major challenge to not-for-profit organiza¬ 
tions like AVSA is becoming and remaining finan¬ 
cially secure. Changes in our culture have changed 
the base of membership financial support to one 
shared with donors. Several years ago, the Tlnari 
Endowment Fund was established as a step to pro¬ 
vide a long term source of operating funds. The 
terms of this endowment required the principal of 
the fund to reach one hundred thousand dollars 
before the income from the fund could be used for 
operating costs. We have had some faithful donors 
who slowly built the balance, but it was struggling 
to reach the one hundred thousand dollar level. 
Last year, an anonymous donor offered a 
challenge matching donation of $15,000 which 


will take the fund over the one hundred 
thousand dollar level. This level will be 
reached by the time of our convention 
in Kansas City. This is an achievement 
the membership can be proud of. But it 
is still important to continue to build the 
endowment principal, so please continue 
your donations. 

African Violet Society is the identity 
that we, and most of our affiliates, use. It 
is important that we recognize the root of the word 
society is social. There are a number of definitions 
of social depending upon how the word is used. 
The following is a definition that fits our society. 
Social: pertaining to, devoted to, or characterized 
by friendly companionship or relations: a social 
club; 2. Seeking or enjoying the companionship of 
others; friendly. We see this definition come to life 
at our gatherings, whether at the local level or the 
national conventions. Violet meetings are social 
gatherings of people with a like interest. Although 
our overall membership has declined, attendance 
at our conventions has begun to grow. We look 
forward to seeing our friends, sharing a meal, and 
spending time with them. People are social by na¬ 
ture. Social media lacks the personal contact and 
a true conversational form of communication, but 
social media does establish a relationship that can 
lead us to desire to meet our friends face to face. 
Our coming convention in Kansas City is an ex¬ 
cellent opportunity for you to do this. Have your 
made your reservations? It is not too late. 

I have been privileged to serve as your 
President these past two years. I plan to still be 
around serving in some capacity in this great 
organization. Thank you for your support and the 
opportunity you have given me. 

See you at convention! 

John 
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or’s Notes 


By Ruth Rumsey, AVM Editor 


2375 North Street • Beaumont, TX 77702 
Email: rrumsey@earthlink.net 


Thanks for the positive comments 
about Bill Price sharing the Question 
Box column with our very 
knowledgeable, long-time columnist, 

Sue Haffner. 1 was pleased when Bill 
volunteered, and I knew our readers 
would be as well. It’s wonderful to 
have two very' experienced, and shar¬ 
ing individuals to turn to when you 
need advice or answers. 

The convention in Kansas City, MO, 
is right around the comer. I’ve never 
been there, but 1 look forward to exploring. 
Remember, if you want to sit with a specific group 
at the convention meals, all of your Registrations 
must come in the same envelope! There will be 
no exceptions. 

Be sure to come by the AVSA Sales Thble at 
convention. I’ve been told that we will have 
several brand new items. It also gives you an 
opportunity to meet your AVSA Board Members. 

There are several articles with photos in this 
issue of the AVM. 1 do appreciate those of you who 
submit to this magazine. Many of our members 
have come up with interesting ways to grow 
African violets. 

Barbara Conrad has discovered a clever way 
to be successfully ‘Propagating Many Violet 
Leaves at a Time, ’ on page 20. 

Gillian Leng outlines her method of 'Growing 
African violets in Humidity TYctys with Flat-wick - 
ing ’ on page 32. 

Those of us living on the Gulf coast have had 
more experience than we like in preparing for 
natural disasters, as those in other states have had 
in dealing with unexpected earthquakes. 

Maureen Pratt shares some great tips in her 
article, ‘Disaster Preparedness and African 
Violets, ’ on page 16. 

Now and then, I receive information about 
products that I think may, or may not, 


interest AV growers. Here’s one 1 
think would be handy. It’s a Good 
Grips Indoor Watering Can. This 
watering can is 
made by the OXO 
Company and is 
endorsed by the 
American Horticul¬ 
ture Society. The 
clear spout rotates, 
and lines up to 
visible markings for 
measuring, (www.oxo.com l 

Another item is the Plant 
Nanny, a terracotta watering 
stake. Now I don’t see this in an African violet 
display. To water a plant while you’re away for an 
extended amount of time, you fill an empty water, 
or wine bottle, (2 different size Nannies) with 
water, place the stake on top, and insert the stake 
into the soil. 

I have ferns on my front porch. 1 tested this 
while away for an extended period in the heat of 
September (one 
of Texas’ hottest 
months.) All my 
husband had to 
do was occa¬ 
sionally refill the 
clear water bot¬ 
tle, which wasn’t 
very visible, and 
he was able to 
take credit for 
not losing an¬ 
other fern... un¬ 
like the year 

before, (www.uncommongoods.com l. 

See you in Kansas City! s* 
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LC Winners die • • • 434 Plumwood Way • Fairview, TX 75069 
By Mary J. Corondan Email: mcorondan@yahoo.com 


AV COUNCIL OF FLORIDA, FL - 
Winners: Best AVSA Standard Collec¬ 
tion: Natural Rose Gem, Buckeye Tea 
Party, Cajun’s Slow Dance; Best in 
Show/Best Standard: Natural Rose 
Gem, Kurt Jablonski. 2nd Best AVSA 
Standard Collection: Saintpaulia 5c2 
clone diplotricha Punter #6, Saintpau¬ 
lia ionantha subspecies grotei, Saint¬ 
paulia 5a clone grandifolia No. 237; 



Best Species: Saintpaulia ionantha 
subspecies grotei , Carolee Carter. 
Best Semiminiature: Cool Blue; Best 
Miniature: Orchard’s Bumble Magnet, 
Phyllis King. Best Trailer: Beauteous-, 
Best Gesneriad: Primulina ‘Kazu’, 
Bobbi Johannsen. Horticultural 
Sweepstakes, Christel Collier. Best 
Design; Design Sweepstakes, Mary 
Lou Harden. 


AVSA BOOSTER FUND 

Shirley Berger • 2822 S Mainsail Dr. • Avon Park, FL 33825-6032 
Donations received January 1, 2015 to February 28, 2015. Total: $334.00 


Geneva 

Karen Plourde, Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 

Multicolor 

Barbara H. Wemess, Minneapolis, MN 


Two-tone 

(S/jS&fo Cynthia Hill, Bellevue, NE 
In honor of Mina Menish 
Ronn Nadeau, Saint Louis, MO 



Thumbprint 

Jean Anderson, Palmerston, Canada 
J Shirley Berger, Avon Park, FL 
Eilzabeth Burke, New Providence, NJ 
Mrs. Angelo Cardanini, Camino, CA 
Alice R. Dulaney, Broomall, PA 
Nancy Ellis, Tlicson, AZ 
Gwen Goodship-Patience, Berkshire, England 
Linda Manning, Tupper Lake, NY 
Stella A. Richardson, Riverside, CA 
Julie Shulick, TUcson, AZ 
Janet Weaver, New York, NY 


Luncheon Auction - It’s not too late! 


Edna Rourke 


Our 69th AVSA Convention - “Violets Love 
Jazz, Blues, and Barbeque" in Kansas City, 
MO, and our 17th Luncheon Auction is just 
about here. It's not too late to make a donation! 
We can still use your help to make this auction 
the best yet. Our past success at this event has 
been due the very generous donations of our 
members, both amateur and commercial. 

To our Members, Affiliates, Hybridizers, and 
Commercial Members, won't you consider mak¬ 


ing a donation to the auction? Your donations of 
violet-related items, crafts, or plant materials 
would be very welcome and most appreciated. 

Your help and generous donations insure the 
success of the Annual AVSA Luncheon Auction. 

Please give me a call at 203-926-9716, or 
send an email to Apapillon@aoI.com and let 
me know what items you will be donating. I 
look forward to hearing from you. See you in 
Kansas City! 
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Persian Prince 

Exhibited by-. Heather Demers 
Hybridized by-. S. Sorano/LLyon Greenhouses 
Miniature 
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Cajun's Sundowners 

Exhibited by: Debbie Mclnnis 
Hybridized by: B. Thibodeaux 
Standard 


Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 
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ofNew Violets Ball State University • Muncie, IN 47306 

Dr. Jeff Smith, The Indiana Academy Email: JSmith4@bsu.edu 


Recently, on one of the electronic 
discussion groups, a series of ques¬ 
tions and discussions were posted on 
the thumbprint flower pattern. This 
pattern of pigment distribution on the 
flower petals appeared in the 1990’s 
and has become very popular in both 
the hybridizing world and the com¬ 
mercial market. In most cultivars, the 
edges of the petals are white and the 
color appears in the center of the petal like a 
“thumbprint". The white areas are often more 
extensive in the center edges of each petal. The 
combination of all the petals meeting together in 
the center often combines their effects and results 
in a white center. The pigment color is in the 
petal centers and a white or pale color is found on 
the petal margins. Thumbprint markings have 
been bred in every pigment color including fan¬ 
tasy. ‘Playful Spectrum’ is a classical example of 
the thumbprint pattern combined with fantasy 
giving a tri-color flower of white edges, pink 
thumbprints with blue fantasy dots and streaks. 

Q: Is the thumbprint pattern a genetic 
dominant or recessive? 

A: This pattern is a dominant to solid petal 
colors. The thumbprint mutation restricts the 
pigment from forming on the edges of the petals. 
The thumbprint mutation is not linked to any 
particular flower color and can be found in 
essentially all flower colors. Possible color 
exceptions are green and yellow thumbprints. 

Q: Many of the thumbprint cultivars have 
star-shapedflowers. Is the thumbprint trait 
linked to this flower shape? 

A: It is true that many of the thumbprint 
cultivars have star-shaped flowers. When 
thumbprint pattern is expressed in a pansy or 
violet-shaped flowers, it is common for the 
smaller upper two petals to have very little or no 


pigment expressed. Therefore, the 
thumbprint gene can be expressed in 
either star-shaped or pansy-shaped 
flower and is not linked to flower 
shape. 1 think there has been a sort 
of selection by hybridizers for plants 
with the thumbprint and star-shaped 
combination just because it is more 
visually pleasing when the color 
contrast is seen on all 5 petals. There 
is no genetic reason for thumbprint being seen in 
one flower shape more than the other. 

Q: Some thumbprint cultivars have a 
bcautful darker border on the patches that I've 
heard called “watermark". This seems variable 
as the same cultivar sometimes shows a 
“watermark" and sometimes not. Is 
“watermark ” a separate genetic trait? 

A: As far as I know, there is only one genetic 
mutation for the thumbprint pattern. I suspect 
what you are seeing with the "watermark" vari¬ 
ation is a culture interaction with the thumbprint 
trait. My own observations are that the 
thumbprint pattern is sensitive to temperature. 
When thumbprint cultivars are grown cool, I find 
that the color of the thumbprint area is more in¬ 
tense and spread over a larger area of the petal 
surface. This may be what is producing the “wa¬ 
termark” borders that you refer to. It is well 
known that the pigments of African violets are 
frequently darker and more intense when the 
plants are grown cooler. I think that the varia¬ 
tion you've already noted on cultivars with “wa¬ 
termark” is a reflection of the temperatures 
they’ve been grown in. 

I grow mostly in my basement, which runs 
very cool, especially during the winter months. It 
is not uncommon for my thumbprint cultivars to 
go solid color during these months. When moved 
to a warmer growing area, the thumbprint pat¬ 
tern generally returns, although I’ve found some 
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cultivars that seem to lock in to a solid flower 
color form and won’t show the thumbprint pat¬ 
tern ever again. I’ve since learned to keep my 
new thumbprint acquisitions in my warmer grow¬ 
ing areas to maintain the thumbprint pattern. 

A discussion from others on the electronic 
group reported the complete opposite effects of 
temperature on their thumbprint cultivars. They 
found better patterns in cooler conditions and 
more solid colors under warmer. While this seems 
contradictory, we never got a firm definition of 
what is “cool" and “warm." It may be that the 
thumbprint pattern only expresses well in a fairly 
narrow range of temperature. Temperatures 
below, and perhaps, also above this optimum 
may cause the flowers to go solid in coloration. 

Q: Can the thumbprint pattern be expressed 
in double petals? 

A: Yes, the thumbprint pattern can be ex¬ 
pressed in double and semi-double petals. 1 don’t 
think you see as many of these cultivars because 
the contrast in the colors is less defined or clear 
than with the single petal plants. Sometimes the 
little semi-double petals are white, but they can 
also be solid color giving an interesting “eye" ef¬ 
fect of pigment against the white center of the 
flower as expressed by the larger petals. My hy¬ 
brid ‘Yesterday's Eye Spy’ shows this combina¬ 
tion of dark small semi-double petals against a 
white petal center. 

Q: Can the thumbprint pattern be combined 
with the waspJlower shape? 

A: Originally, I didn’t think this combination 
of thumbprint and flower shape would work. My 
reasoning was that the upper petals on a pansy¬ 
shaped flower usually failed to show the 
thumbprint pattern, probably because of the 


reduced size of these petals. However, hybridizer 
Jeff Jackson posted that he has two thumbprint 
wasp hybrids, ‘Imp’s Freon Fallout’ and ‘Imp's LiT 
Deathcap.’ He did go on to mention his growing 
conditions in Canada are quite cool which may be 
allowing the thumbprint pattern to appear on the 
reduced petals of wasp-shaped flower. I'm de¬ 
lighted to hear of this combination of traits and 
thank Jeff for sharing his hybridizing information. 

Q: If I crossed a thumbprint star-shaped 
Jlower with stick-tightJlowers with a pansy¬ 
shaped, solid color petals that drop, what 
would/could / expect to see in the Jirst 
generation? 

A: The pansy-shape should be dominant in 
the first generation (FI). The thumbprint pattern 
should also be dominant in the FI generation. 
Dropping petals is a dominant trait to stick-tight, 
so many of your FI offspring will likely drop their 
petals. (While I don’t normally recommend using 
plants with dropping petals, a follow-up conver¬ 
sation with the question writer revealed that they 
actually prefer plants that drop the petals.) If all 
of the traits are homozygous dominant, then 
100% of the FI generation will show that domi¬ 
nant trait. If the dominant trait is heterozygous, 
the FI generation should show roughly a 50:50 
mixture of dominant to recessive for that trait. 
Since your cross is actually working with three 
traits together (pansy-shape vs. star-shape, 
thumbprint vs. solid colors, dropping petals vs. 
stick-tight petals) you could get FI plants that are 
100% alike (dropping pansy-shaped petals with 
thumbprints) or various combinations and mix¬ 
tures of the traits. Odds are that at least one or 
more of your traits will be in the heterozygous 
condition, so I’d expect some mixtures of traits in 
the FI generation. 
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Photo Credit : Winston J. Goretsky 


Imp’s Magic Swirls 


Exhibited by-. Carol Tjaden 
Hybridized by-. J. Jackson 
Semiminiature 
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Neptune 

Exhibited by: 
Rodney Barnett 
Hybridized by: 
Armacost & Royston 
Large 



Photo Credit : Winston J. Goretsky 



Lyon’s 
Black Magic 

Exhibited by: 

Mary Corondan 
Hybridized by: 

S. Sorano/LLyon 

Greenhouses 

Large 


Photo Credit : Winston J. Goretsky 
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The Great African Violet Adventure 

Geneva Coats • Chino, CA 




I’ve long grown African violets, mostly the big 
box or grocery store varieties. I honestly didn’t 
know there were other types available on the mar¬ 
ket! In 2013, while working at our Epiphyllum 
(Cactus) Club's sales booth at the Spring Garden 
Show in Costa Mesa, CA, I saw some of the 
gorgeous new African violet cultivars offered for 
sale by Gini McCanne of Violet Perfection, 
Claremont, CA. 

I was captivated by the beauty of these new 
varieties and purchased several leaves. Gini's as¬ 
sistant carefully cut the leaves, wrapped the peti¬ 
ole in a damp paper towel and carefully placed 
each one in a little baggie with its name and de¬ 
scription attached. I went home with ‘King's Ran¬ 
som,' ‘Amour Elite,’ ‘Playful Spectrum’ and 
‘Rebel's Splatter Kake. ’ 

I also purchased Gini’s special potting mix. I 
could see the golden flecks of vermiculite in there, 
something we cactus growers would never use, as 
it holds quite a bit of moisture. Obviously, it’s a 
perfect ingredient for more moisture-loving plants 
like the equatorial-originated African violets. 

Once home, the leaves were carefully planted 
in cottage cheese containers, covered with plastic 
and set in a southern-facing window. I waited. And 
waited. And waited. Finally, about four months 
later, my patience (or should I say, impatience) 
paid off, and I noticed little ears poking up near the 
“mother” leaves. A few more months went by, and 
the “babies” has grown to “teenage" plants, ready 
to go into individual pots. 

I saw that there were several new plantlets to¬ 
gether in my ‘Amour Elite’ but was afraid to dam¬ 
age them, so I just potted the whole shebang up 
together into a bigger pot. In another six months, 
I had a really sorry tangled mess. 

They were blooming, but...after consultation 
with other growers on a Facebook chat list, I mus¬ 
tered up my courage and separated the plantlets. 
Much to my surprise, I had ten new babies, and 
each one had its own root system! Now, another 
few months later, all are in bud or bloom. I think 


it’s time to share them wdth other people who 
might enjoy them. 1 certainly don’t need ten of the 
same variety! 

I realized that my ’Playful Spectrum’ was aptly 
named. The colors are variable. I had deep pink 
blooms with a white eye and some light blue fan¬ 
tasy markings. In subsequent bloomings, though, ( 

I had nearly double blooms that are almost com- \ 
pletely white, with just a light kiss of pink, and a 
little bit of blue fantasy markings! Not what I w'as 
expecting, but beautiful nonetheless. 

‘Rebel’s Splatter Kake’ has to be my favorite, 
for the depth of color, and the beautifully symmet¬ 
rical growth of the plant. 

‘King’s Ransom’ has absolutely the largest 
blooms I have ever seen on an African violet! Each 
is almost three-inches in diameter! The leaves are 
fat and robust and put those floppy grocery-store ^ 
violets to shame! 

A friend who also purchased leaves at the same 
show, traded leaves w'ith me, and, suddenly, 1 had 
a collection. Hopefully, this time it won’t take me 
two years to grow' them up to blooming size. Now 
I also have ‘Rebel’s Night Breezes,’ ‘Pueblo,’ and 
‘Blue Mist.’ 

y 

I visited my local home improvement store last * 
month and discovered that they had just received 
a shipment of fresh Optimara varieties! I picked up 
one that I instantly recognized as ‘Hiroshige.’ 1 also 
bought ‘Hawaii II,‘ Optimara ‘My Dream,’ and a 
couple others. They are all beautiful! A new baker's 
rack graces the east window in my living room, 
and my beauties enjoy hanging out there as the 
focal point of my home. 

Seeing all these lovely plants mature and 
blooming inspired me to seek out more informa¬ 
tion to feed my new obsession. I joined some Face- 
book African violet groups, “Nerds” being the most 
informative. 

I also stumbled across an interesting podcast on 
www.allaboutafricanviolets.com and watched the 
whole series! Next, I joined AVSA, and a local club, 
(Tri-Counties AVS) with some very experienced 
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growers. I didn’t get acquainted with everyone yet, sales! The Saintpaulia bug has definitely bitten! 1 
but Diane Miller gave a great presentation on hope to make it to an AVSA convention in the near 
repotting, and Leonard Re will be talking about future...that would definitely be a little slice of 
using ‘unusual’ containers at the next meeting. heaven! 

I’m looking forward to the spring shows and 


Registration Report 1220 Stratford Lane • Hanover Park, IL 60133 

By Joe Bruns Email: jbnms@qwip.net 


Michiya Akuzawa - Tokyo, Japan 

"Ihwawa’ (10734) 12/20/2014 (M. 
Akuzawa) Single white sticktite 
star/bright pink stripe. Medium green, 
plain, pointed. Standard 

REGISTRATION CHANGES: 

The following have been changed by 
the hybridizers: 



‘Minstrel’s Mary Ruth’ (9319) 
Change blossom description to "Semi¬ 
double-double rose-pink pansy/blue- 
purple fantasy." 

‘LE-Prekrasnaia Kreolka’ (10271) 
Change “wide white edge" to “green- 
white edge.” Also delete “longifolia” 
from foliage description. 


Anne & Frank Tinari Endowment Fund 

Janet Riemer • 256 Pennington-Harbourton Rd., Pennington, NJ 08534 
Donations received from: January 1 - February 26, 2015 

fog Chimera 

Susan K. Hill 

MidAtlantic African Violet Society 

Dr. Richard A. Nicholas 

Geneva 

Emilia Rykowski 

Kathy Lahti 

Jpgl: Lorraine Hilfer 

T am p a AVS 

Sn Thumbprint 

(in memory of Mina Menish) 

(gf AVS of Philadelphia 

Hortense Pittman 

(in lieu ofjudgingJeesforBob Kurzynski 

First Nighter AVS 

and David Tooker) 

Laurene Jones 

Sheryl Herold 

Chuck Bingham 

(in memory of Mina Minish) 

Multicolor 

Julie Shulick 

Lilianne T. Ager 

C\jJ Sweetwater AVS 

North Texas AV Judges Council 

(in memory of Kathryn Paauwe) 

North Texas AV Judges Council 

(in memory of Herb DeLeon) 

North Texas AV Judges Council 

Puget Sound Gesneriad Society 

(in lieu of speaker’sfeefor Linda Rowe) 

(in memory of Robert Early) 

Brenda Conner 

Jill Jensen 

Janet M. Fox 

Susan Storey 

Martha Nix 

Kathy Lahti 

Marion A. Hamtil 

$$ Two-tone 

Dan Nix 

Susan Riley 

Terri Vicenzi 

Janet Riemer 

Nancy Amelung 

(in memory of Kathryn Paauwe) 

Total this period: $2,340.00 
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Ness’ Satin Rose 

Exhibited by: Sandra Skalski 
Hybridized by: D. Ness 
Semiminiature 
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. Jolly 1 

Fireball 

Exhibited by: 
Kevin Degner 
Hybridized by: 

H. Pittman 
Semiminiature 



Photo Credit : Winston J. Goretsky 



Photo Credit : Winston J. Goretsky 


RS- Vikont 

Exhibited by: 

Donna Brining 
Hybridized by: 

S. Repkina 
Standard 
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Disaster Preparedness and African Violets 

By Maureen Pratt 


The show was 6 weeks off, but already my 
African violets were looking pretty good, especially 
Happy Harold, whose broad rosette and striking 
variegation stood out from the rest. But then came 
what we in Los Angeles now refer to as the 
“Shamrock Shake." 

In the wee hours of March 17, 2014, a 4.4 
magnitude earthquake rocked southern California. 
Not a devastating earthquake, but 1 live only about 
a mile from the epicenter, so the shaking was very, 
very pronounced. 

The initial jolt woke me up, and 1 quickly ran to 
my fish tank to make sure it was still stable. It was! 
Next, 1 started for the AVs. All were still on their 
shelves, leaves up. Except for Happy Harold! Well, 
‘Harold’ was leaves up, but on the floor and out of 
the pot, which had flown across the room and 
landed under the dining room table. 

1 scooped up Harold and the pot, spread out a 
newspaper, and went to work. No leaves had been 
broken, so I hoped for the best, but the damage, 1 
was to learn, had been done. 

A few days after the ‘Shake,’ Harold’s leaves 
began to droop, and the lovely variegation went 
from cream to a sickly yellow. One by one, I 
removed those rows of leaves until only two 
remained. Sadly, I had to conclude, there’d be no 
show for this AV. At least, not yet. 

We often think of pests and viruses as the worst 
things that can happen to our AV collections, but 
natural disasters and the resulting jolts, power out¬ 
ages, and other complications can cause significant 
damage, if not devastation. 

Although we cannot control the weather or our 
local power companies, after my earthquake expe¬ 
rience, I discovered two important things about our 
AVs and disasters: 

Our plants just might be more resilient than we 
give them credit for. 

There are some measures we can take to miti¬ 
gate some of the ill effects from storms and other 
phenomena. 

Through ice storms, power outages, and torna¬ 


dos, Mona Donnell has lost her collection four 
times. From these incidents, she has learned some 
ways that she and other growers might better pro¬ 
tect AVs and the investment that comes with them. 

“In about 2001-2002," Donnell tells me, "We 
had an ice storm and went without warmth for ten 
days. The temperature in my house went down to 
40 degrees. The heat from the plant lights would 
warm the soil, but that would only last so long." 

Eventually, Donnell lost all of her plants except 
the Streptoca/pus , which seemed to be able to tol¬ 
erate the consistently lower temperatures. 

After this experience, Donnell purchased a 
propane heater that she could put in her plant 
room. She also thinks that protective coverings for 
her plant stands could have better held in what 
heat there was. 

The following year, another natural disaster 
struck. 

“In May of 2003," she says, "I heard the 
tornado sirens twice. The third time 1 heard them, 
I looked around and said, ‘Oh, my God, it's here.’ 
1 grabbed my cellphone and yelled for my hus¬ 
band. I don’t remember any noise, but within ten 
seconds, it hit." 

Fortunately, neither Donnell nor her husband 
was hurt, but the tornado unearthed a big maple 
tree that crashed through the violet room. Al¬ 
though the hit did not devastate Donnell's collec¬ 
tion directly, the aftermath turned out to be 
disastrous. 

“What really did them in," she says, “was 
something that came in with the tornado. They all 
just turned up their toes and died. [The tornado] 
brought in strange things. Purple petunias in my 
yard, where they’d never been. The guy across the 
street had cornstalks in his front yard. The flies 
were terrible. The violets all had seedpods from the 
flies. It was awful, but I thought I was lucky. I 
could take out my belongings; I didn't have to hunt 
them down." 

After losing her collection, stands, and other 
equipment, Donnell purchased shelving units on 
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wheels, a plus if the AVS needed to be moved out 
of harm’s way, perhaps to a room unaffected by 
the disaster. 

In addition, for those growing in tornado-prone 
areas, she suggests, "A basement growing area 
and good insurance. My insurance paid for my 
racks, light fixtures, and for a window air condi¬ 
tioner." 

Linda Hall, who lives in the same region as 
Mona Donnell, also experienced the 2002 ice 
storm. 

"It was the pits," she says. “My husband, my 
dog, and I, moved into my mother’s spare bed¬ 
room. I had eighteen boxes for plant transporta¬ 
tion, and I packed them as full as I could. We also 
moved that into the bedroom!" 

Hall tried to keep her plants alive, but it was an 
uphill battle. 

"On a daily basis, I went to my dark, 38-degree 
house and watched my plants and my fish die.” 

A few of the species in Hall's house survived 
the cold snap, but eventually, they, too succumbed. 

"They looked good for a while,” she says, “but 
as they continued to grow, they were distorted, 
and I eventually had to toss them. Those plants in 
the boxes didn’t do well, either. They were in the 
dark with no water for those nine days. One box of 
my best petrocosmeas was dumped upside down 
by a helpful grandchild. I cried a lot!" 

As harsh as the experience was, Hall came 
through with some valuable ideas that she imple¬ 
mented going forward. 

"I got new plants and starts from friends and 
club members, but some plants couldn’t be re¬ 
placed," she says. “My collection is smaller and 
more manageable, now. I used to have over 700 
plants, and now I have about 250.1 also live in a 
different house that has both a gas furnace and a 
wood-burning furnace. We have a generator that 
would take care of the electric part of the furnace, 
so we would not be without heat. And there is nat¬ 
ural light in my new plant room." 

Sometimes, disaster can be prevented by trou¬ 
bleshooting equipment and running “what if sce¬ 
narios in advance of problems. 

Southern California AV grower Jacquie Eisen- 
hut's son was helping her change out the bulbs on 


her plant stands 
when he noticed that 
the hooks and chains 
needed to be more 
secure. He went to 
the local hardware 
store and purchased 
nylon zip ties that, 
when installed, 
would prevent the 
chains from coming 
off the hooks, thus 
sending the light fix¬ 
tures down onto the 
plants, (see photos) 

After the 

Shamrock Shake, I 
also fortified the 
shelves in front of 
the windows where I 
grow in natural light, 
and regularly check 
to make sure that Zip Ties Outside 
they are level and sturdy. We've had a couple of 
strong shakers since, and so far, so good! 

Good news about Happy Harold, too. After a 
perilous journey off the shelf in the window and 
onto the floor, I moved the ailing plant to the 
bottom shelf of one of my light stands. Then, after 
cutting back those yellowing rows of leaves, I 
watered and waited. 

Happily, ’Harold’ made a full recovery, 
variegation and all, and at a show in early 
November 2014 was awarded a blue ribbon and 
Best in Class! 
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Disasters might strike, no matter how careful 
we are to avoid them, but it is good to know that 
there are some things we can do to lessen their 
effect. Some AVs and other gesneriads are strong 
enough to withstand serious adversity, and if all 
else fails, there is always a strong and supportive 
AV-growing community to help us rebuild again 
what we once lost! 

TIPS - DISASTER PREPAREDNESS FOR AVS 

• Keep a detailed inventory of equipment, 
including when purchased, and cost, in case you 
need to file an insurance claim (sadly, insurance 
companies probably will not reimburse for loss of 
the plants themselves) 

• Determine if it is possible to make some of 
your collection easily portable, in case your violet 


growing area or room becomes unusable. 

• Consider keeping a small box of cut leaves (or 
seeds, if you are a hybridizer) of your favorite AVs 
next to your emergency preparedness kit. If you 
lose your plants, you'll have the possibility of 
keeping some of your favorites and/or not losing 
all of your hybridizing work 

• Regularly check all connections, pulleys, and 
other mechanics of your growing stands to make 
sure they are secure and functioning well 

NOTE: If you and your AV collection have lived 
through a disaster and have some other useful tips, 
please contact me - I'm happy to compile them for 
“Part 11!” 

Maureen’s email is mauipratt@aol.com, and her 
website is www.maureenpratt.com. 



Selecting Entries 


No one wants to box and transport less than 
blue ribbon plants to a show, but new growers 
often judge their own plants so severely that 
they end up not taking any plants at all. 

Even experienced growers can develop a bad 
case of the doubts. The phrase “I have better 
looking plants than those at home” has become 
a standing joke among exhibitors as they view 
the entries in a show. Since African violets left 
on the shelves never win awards, the question is 
this: How can you impartially judge your own 
plants? 

Classification chairpersons sometimes ask for 
a pre entry list as much as a month in advance 
of the show (See Keeping Records, p. 19). It is 
difficult to predict which plants will have the 
proper amount of blossoms, so the grower must 
list almost every plant in his collection. Clearly, 
the time to judge your own plants is a few days 
before the show when you are checking your 


copy of the pre entry sheet to see which plants 
should be deleted. 

Evaluate each plant while you are looking at 
the AVSA Scale of Points and the judging guide¬ 
lines. Mentally deduct points for lack of perfec¬ 
tion under each part of the scale. New growers 
should then go back and add as many as ten 
points to the score of each plant; seasoned show 
growers should add up to five points. These are 
the ranges by which most growers tend to 
underestimate the quality of their plants. 

The next step is to choose a collection of three 
registered varieties as entries in the AVSA Col¬ 
lection class. (These are the only entries that are 
required to be registered varieties.) Next to the 
Best in Show award, the AVSA Collection 
Awards are the most prestigious in the show. 

The African Violet Society of America “Hand¬ 
book for Growers, Exhibitors, and Judges" 
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Exercise! Practice! 

By Sue Hoffmann 
Dixie AVS Judges’ Chair 


Both are somewhat dreaded words, yet both 
make us stronger and better at what we do. 
How does this pertain to African violet judges? 

Exercise: First, make sure to keep current 
with your Judges Handbook to keep your judg¬ 
ing skills honed. 

Before you are scheduled to judge, take some 
time to scan the book. Second, study the show 
schedule in advance. See how classes are di¬ 
vided, read the designs, and get a feel for the 
show theme. Above all, read the Shows & 
Judges column in the African Violet Magazine. 
Bill Foster discusses questions and/or problems 
that have occurred and explains how they 
should be handled. He also reinforces rules from 
the Judges Handbook that were either not un¬ 
derstood or just ignored by judges. Often, there 
are changes to the Handbook that should be 
copied into your own book. 

It is important to keep a current copy of the 
Judges’ Handbook with all additions and cor¬ 
rections that have been noted in Bill’s column. 
This will help tremendously when you are tak¬ 
ing your next Judges’ test. I failed to add 
changes one year and missed two questions be¬ 
cause I copied the unedited sentence from the 
book. My bad and definitely my fault! 

Practice: Do you practice what you preach? 
Have you “judged” your own collection? Do 
you grow the type plants you are judging? I’ve 
learned so much about species plants - the easy 
bloomers and those that are very shy bloomers. 
Do you grow trailers? No two are the same. 
They grow in shapes and should be judged for 
shape, not symmetry. I had a blue-ribbon trailer 
marked to a red in one show and found the 
comment, “Beautiful plant, but it is a triangle.” 


Isn’t a triangle a shape? Do you have experi¬ 
ence with Vintage varieties? Many of the older 
varieties just plain grow“open”. They wouldn't 
have overlapping leaves regardless of what you 
try. If you volunteer to judge Design, you 
should enter designs in shows. The more you 
practice creating designs, the better you will be 
at judging designs. 

Much like playing a violin; you don’t learn 
to make music by looking at the instrument. 
You learn by playing it - practicing! Every 
African violet judge should gain a working 
knowledge about other members of the Gesne- 
riad family. 

Grow some streptocarpus, primulinas, 
columneas, or kohlerias. To see some amazing 
symmetry, try a Petrocosmea rosettifolia. Know 
about tuberous and rhizomatous growing 
habits. If you have an opportunity, go to a Ges- 
neriad show and take a Gesneriad judging 
school. If you want experience judging the 
other Gesneriads, let the Judges Chairman know 
you wish to learn and see if you can be put with 
experienced Gesneriad judges. Believe it or not 
- Gesneriad judges must turn in a sheet every 
year, listing how many shows they’ve judged 
and classes/programs they’ve given to maintain 
their active status. That’s actually like turning in 
a practice record. I guess the music teacher will 
be with me forever? 

Remember, judging African violets is your 
skill. Exercise and practice help perfect your 
skill, plus you can have a lot of fun doing it, 
too! 

From the Dixie News, publication of the 
Dixie AVS 
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Propagating Many Violet Leaves 

at One Time 

By Barbara Conrad 


Taking down the leaves from just one large 
African violet creates a huge workload for propa¬ 
gation! You might find yourself short on time. 
You might not be surprised to find yourself short 
on space, too. All you can see in front of you is 
a worktable filled with leaves. It’s so easy to 
choose a couple of leaves and wipe the others 
away into a compost pile. However, leaves from 
a lovely African violet can easily be propagated 
to share with your friends or at a show’s sales 
table. 

These photographs illustrate a method for 
planting many leaves in a single container. It is 
so fast, and it’s obviously quite compact. Get 
started right away by sorting through your fresh 
leaf collection. Weed out the largest ‘‘grand¬ 
mother’’ leaves, damaged leaves, or yellowing 
leaves. Gather the potential “mother" leaves, and 
prepare them for planting. 



Make a slanted cut on the front of the stems, 
about one and one-half inches from the leaves. 
These leaves may then rest for a half an hour or 
more in a solution of a liquid root hormone to en¬ 
courage growth. Then lay on paper towels to ab¬ 
sorb excess moisture. This can be accomplished 
while you are preparing your tray for planting. 

Choose a clean plastic or glass tray in a square 
or rectangular shape that is two to three inches 
high. A deeper container does not allow enough 
light on the leaves. The new container may be 


clear, translucent, or opaque. Fill the tray with 
an inch and a half of “starter’’ mix, with a general 
recipe of one-half part perlite, one half part ver- 
miculite, and a small amount of charcoal 
added for freshness. This mixture should be fairly 
moist but not soaking wet, using water that has 
not been fertilized. 

Proceed to cut two-inch plastic strips from food 
storage bags or heavier plastic from other 
sources. Do not use light-weight dry cleaner 
bags, as they are too thin and difficult to handle. 
These strips should be cut several inches longer 
than the tray is wide. This will allow the plastic 
to come completely across the tray and up the 
sidewalls. These strips can be held in place with 
a few plastic cocktail picks, as wooden toothpicks 
tend to rot. If the plastic tends to slip around, try 
giving it extra strength by cutting the plastic four 
inches wide, and fold in half lengthwise. 

Place the first strip against the back of the tray 
and put cocktail picks on the ends to hold in 
place. After making loose holes with a pencil, 
place a row of leaves on a slant to rest/lean 
against the back of the tray. Slightly in front of 
the row (about one-half inch), place another plas¬ 
tic strip. Pin it down with picks on the sides and 
repeat the leaf-setting process until the container 
is filled. 

Upon completion, be sure to label your leaves 
on the sides of the tray or with the names on 
picks. Be sure to cover the name(s) with clear 
cellophane tape to identify later! Thus, you may 
plant leaves from more than one African violet 
variety in one tray, as needed. Use a foliar 
spray one foot above the leaves with hot 
water and a growth hormone. Then cover the en¬ 
tire tray with clear plastic. Cut two one-quarter 
inch holes in the top of this mini-greenhouse to 
allow oxygen inside. Place the container in a 
dark area for a week. Then allow some natural 
light for a week. Then place on a shelf or table 
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with more natural light or artificial light. You will 
need to add more water about every three weeks. 



After the plantlets first appear, you may opt to 
cut off the top of the mother leaves horizontally. 
This is not necessary, but it can help to prevent 
the leaf from growing and focuses the energy on 
the developing root system and the subsequent 
babies. It also allows more room for the up-and- 
coming plantlets. 

A loss factor for leaves set in this manner is 
minimal. As in the photograph, there is often one 
leaf that does not grow. This may be due to un¬ 


seen damage or a weakened condition to the 
mother leaf when it was cut or planted, causing it 
to die off. The healthy leaves will remain healthy, 
as they are all planted under the same conditions. 



Once you have planted one container, you will 
have practiced the process, making the following 
efforts quicker! This method of propagating 
many leaves does not seem to encourage new 
plantlets to grow faster or slower than leaves set 
in single pots. Hopefully, your friends will ap¬ 
preciate your efforts! 



Photo Credit : Winston J. Goretsky 


Circus 

Fascination 

Exhibited and 
Hybridized by: 

P Sorano/LLyon 

Greenhouses 

Standard 
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For Beginners 

By Mary S. Schaeffer 


Email: mary@maryschaefFer.com 
Blog: maryschaefFer.tumblr.com • Twitter@Africanviolets 


What to Do When Violets Land on 

Your Doorstep 


It’s always exciting to get a box of 
new violets in the mail. Whether you 
order from an online dealer or a friend 
in another part of the country ships 
you a box of plants, the violets will 
need a little extra TLC when they ar¬ 
rive. The box might have been ex¬ 
posed to the hot beating sun or spent 
time in a cold unheated location or 
some combination of the 
aforementioned conditions. 

Whatever the case, their trip was not likely to 
have been a completely pleasant experience, re¬ 
sulting in potentially stressed plants. Combine 
this with the fact that your growing conditions 
are not apt to be exactly the same as the ones 
they came from, and you'll understand why new 
acquisitions need special attention. 

Before Your Box Arrives 

Most of the time, you will know a box is 
coming. You’ll either have ordered some plants or 
a friend will have told you they are sending a 
box. In either case, you’ll have time to prepare. 
Experienced growers always segregate new 
arrivals from the rest of their collection for one or 
more months. Some separate them for as long as 
six months. This is to ensure that if the new 
arrivals have any sort of disease or pests, they 
don't “share" with the rest of your collection. 
Make sure you have adequate room in this area, 
perhaps even allowing space for the violets to 
grow a little. 

Ideally, this area should be apart from your 
regular collection, in another room or even on an¬ 
other floor. Not everyone has the luxury of space 
for this, so some will quarantine the new arrivals 
in a big plastic bag or enclosed box. Of course, if 
you use an enclosure that increases humidity, re¬ 
member to open the enclosure a little at a time 


over several days to acclimate plants 
to the new surroundings when they 
come out of the enclosures. 

With the space ready, all you need 
are your new acquisitions, "fry and 
watch for the postman so you can get 
the box inside as quickly as possible, 
avoiding any additional problems. 
Some growers, especially in the throes 
of a hot summer or bitterly cold winter, 
will anange to have the box held at the local post 
office. They’ll then pick it up themselves, avoid¬ 
ing the perils of that last leg of an ugly trip. 

The Big Day: The Box Arrives 

As soon as you can, get the box inside as 
quickly as possible. Of course, if you are away 
during the day, the box might sit outside for a 
while. Open as soon as is feasible. Even if you 
don’t have time to take care of the plants, open¬ 
ing the box will help rid it of any excesses of 
temperature. 

Unwrap plants (and/or leaves) carefully, the 
sooner the better. This part is always a lot of fun. 
Even if you don’t have time to do everything else 
described in this article, try and get the plants out 
of their wrapping so they can breathe a little. 

Carefully dust off any dirt or debris that may 
have gotten on the leaves or in the crown. Re¬ 
move broken leaves or stems and flowers. Leaves 
that were inadvertently broken during the trip can 
be planted for additional violets. If they are at all 
limp, soak them for a bit until they return to their 
normal state. 

Examine the plants thoroughly. Look for any 
obvious signs of distress (disease or pests). You 
might also evaluate whether they need to be re¬ 
potted immediately or not. Some growers will au¬ 
tomatically report into their own potting mix. This 
is not necessary but won’t hurt your new plants, 
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either, so that is up to you. 

Settling The Plants into Their New Home 

Water lightly. In all likelihood, especially if 
they’ve been traveling for a few days and weren’t 
watered a day or two before the mailing, they 
may be limp and desperately calling out for drink. 

If they look worse for the trip, consider doming 
them for a few days as the extra humidity will 
help them adjust to their new home. If they are 
small and there are only a few, you might be able 
to achieve the same result with some plastic bags. 
As mentioned above, if you do anything to in¬ 
crease the humidity, make sure you remove it 
slowly over the course of a few days. 

As tempting as it may be, resist the temptation 
to mix your newbies in with other plants in your 
collection. There will be time for that in the fu¬ 
ture. If you’ve inadvertently brought home a dis¬ 
eased plant, you don’t want it to infect your entire 
collection. While no one intentionally sends 
plants with disease, it does occasionally happen, 
and this is definitely a case of an ounce of pro¬ 
tection being worth a pound of cure - or more. 

A Few Other Caveats 

To be on the safe side, put down a leaf or two. 
This way, should anything happen to your new 
plant, you have insurance. Sometimes, a plant 
grown in a different environment will have trou¬ 
ble adjusting to your conditions. However, if you 
start with a baby, it may have an easier time. Be 
aware though, that this is a sure way down the 


path of a too-large collection. However, you can 
always take the extra babies to a club meeting 
and share them with your violet friends. Alterna¬ 
tively, you can simply compost the babies, if you 
don’t need them. To be perfectly honest, I don’t 
know anyone who can bear to do the latter. 

Most experienced growers remove flowers 
from any new plant they buy. The reason for this 
is that more than one bug has been known to ride 
home on the flower. Thrips are notorious for this. 
While most violets sent through the mail won't 
have flowers on them, many bought at shows or 
by visiting a dealer's show room will. 

Flowers aren’t the only thing removed. Some, 
concerned about soil diseases or wanting to use 
their own potting mix, will behead new violets 
and plant the top (with extra humidity of course). 
To be honest, most growers don't take this step. 

Closing Thoughts 

While it is recommended you segregate and 
watch to make sure there are no bugs or diseases 
for anywhere from 30-180 days later (depending 
on your segregation policy), you also need to take 
care of them while they are in quarantine. Don’t 
forget to water them regularly, as you do the rest 
of your plants. You might also repot them as 
needed. By taking a little extra care when your 
violets first arrive in the mail, you'll greatly 
increase their chances for a long, healthy life in 
your home. 


Key Dates in the History of African Violets 


1926 - Armacost & Royston, Los Angeles, import 
seed. 

1935 - Armacost & Royston release first 10 
varieties. 

1939 - First double-blossomed plant appears. 

1942 - First true pink blossom appears from seed. 

1943 - First true white blossom appears from 
seed. 

1951 - First miniature hybridized by Frank Tlnari. 

1952 - First white-edged blossom appears. 

1953 - First star blossom (equal size petals) 
appears. 


1954 - First pink double hybridized by Lyndon 
Lyon. 

1957 - First trailing African violets hybridized 

1960 - Crown variegation appears. 

1961 - Mosaic variegation appears. 

1967 - Tommie Lou variegation appears. 

1974 - Lyndon Lyon hybridizes first miniature 

trailer. 

1992 - First yellow blossomed plants hybridized. 

From the AVS of Canada website: 
http://www.avsc.ca/ 
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Optimara EverGrace 

Exhibited by: Ben Haning 
Hybridized by: Optimara/R. Holtkamp 
Standard 
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See You In Kansas City! 

May24th -May31st 

Photos Courtesy of Visit KC 


May is an unpredictable weather time in 
Kansas City. Be sure to check the weather fore¬ 
cast before you leave home, because you could 
be wearing shorts, or your winter coats! Typically, 
it will be between 75-85 degrees during the day, 
but it will be cooler in the evening. A light jacket 
or sweater would be appropriate to pack in your 
suitcase. 

Plenty of shopping will be close by, in an area 
known as “Zona Rosa." There you will find 
over 100 shops and restaurants. If you come by 
plane to Kansas City, you don't have to worry 
about how to get there. The hotel not only pro¬ 
vides free shuttle service from the airport (which 
is only two miles from the hotel), but the hotel 
provides free shuttle service within five miles of 
the hotel. Zona Rosa is within that five-mile ra¬ 
dius. If you are driving to Kansas City, there will 
be ample free parking at the hotel. 

If you are a designer, Michaels, joAnn’s, and 
Hobby Lobby are also within that five-mile radius 
of the hotel. Again, free shuttle service is also 
available to those locations. We’ve got you 
covered! 

Don’t miss out on the tours. A little modesty 
here; they are spectacular! We have something for 
everyone. Our local tour guide is familiar with all 
the tour locations and will be able to answer all 
your questions, even about the Harley Davidson 
Plant. (She owns many motorcycles). Those lucky 
enough to attend Bird’s Botanicals will not be dis¬ 
appointed. It is probably the most unique growing 
area you will ever see. The caves where the or¬ 
chids are grown are naturally climate controlled 
year round. David Bird, the owner and your guide, 
is extremely knowledgeable and entertaining. 
Most of his orchids originate in Hawaii. 

The Liberty Memorial is the only World War I 
museum in the United States. Well worth the trip. 
The New Theatre has great food, and the seating 
is such that there isn’t a bad seat in the house. It 



Downtown Skyline 

is always a treat, and the hit production, “Hair- 
spray, " is very entertaining. 

Weston is a quaint river town that offers shops, 
restaurants, and wineries. Be sure to check out 
Pirtle's Winery, uniquely located in an old church. 
The Truman Library, located in historical Inde¬ 
pendence, is a wonderful experience, focused on 
Harry TVuman’s life and our country during the 
Truman presidency. 

All the tours are located within 35 minutes of 
the hotel. That will leave you more time for sight¬ 
seeing and shopping. 

Be sure to take note and enjoy all the fountains 
around Kansas City. We are not known as the 
“City of Fountains" for nothing. They are 
everywhere! 

See you in Kansas City! 



JC Nichols Fountain 
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Taking Care of Those Leaves 

by Margaret Taylor 


The beauty of a blooming African violet will 
lose its impact if it does not have healthy leaves as 
a framework. There are measures we can employ 
to achieve this. 

Symmetry 

From the time a plant is in the smallest pot, and 
before flowers appear, we can look to leaf training. 
The first row of undersized leaves may be 
removed, leaving a pattern that will fonn in layers 
of threes as growth progresses. 

Progressive potting 

With a young plant, it is necessary to pot up a 
size regularly to maintain optimum growth. This 
may be necessary' every' three months. When roots 
appear from the base of the pot, then it is time to 
act. If this is left too long with the next porting up, 
an off-sized row' of leaves may result. 

Normal potting 

Once a plant is in a 10cm/4in pot, which is 
generally the maximum size used, repotting is 
best done once or tw'ice a year. Spring and 
autumn are the best times to do this. Avoid 
radical disturbance of root systems in extremes of 
temperature. You may see some unsightly mark¬ 
ings on the leaves that take a long time to grow 
out. As potting mix ages, it will normally change 
from the optimum pH of around 6.5 and become 
more acidic. This may result in nitrogen lock-up 
when leaves become prematurely yellowish and 
centre growth less than vital. 

Fertilizing 

An excessive use of fertilizer is counter-produc¬ 
tive. Constant feed methods require only scant 
concentrations. It is advisable to leach occasion¬ 
ally with tepid water, in warm weather, to avoid 
accumulation of fertilizer salts in the root ball and 
the tops of pots. Do not use a high-nitrogen fertil¬ 
izer for long periods, especially when growing by 
daylight. This is likely to result in lots of elongated 


leaves and fewer flow'ers. A plant that has been 
over-fertilized will most likely grow hard, brittle fo¬ 
liage and bunched centers. In summer, when tem¬ 
peratures are stressful, it is a good idea to reduce 4 
light exposure if growing under lights, and reduce 
fertilizers still further. 

f 

Hygiene and grooming 

Keeping leaves clean is a must. A soft brush 
used in downward strokes will remove normal dust 
and debris. Some growers use a soft, damp cos¬ 
metic sponge for this. When plants are grown in 
kitchens and bathrooms, there may be a build-up 
of cooking grime or talcum powder. It is useful here 
to use an atomizer of warm water to which a drop 
of dishwashing liquid has been added. Gently 
spray the leaves, avoiding the center grow'th, and 
rinse off with plain water after a few minutes. Blot \ 
off excess droplets with paper towels and allow 
them to dry' away from window' light. Fluorescent 
light will not bum damp leaves unless fertilizer has 
been splashed on them. 

Note: Variegated varieties may react unfavor¬ 
ably to this treatment, so it is best to stick to the 
sponge or brush method. 

Groom the plant as it grows, taking off any 
damaged or marked leaves and moving other 
leaves gently in place, fixing with a toothpick or 
similar. 

Pest attack 

Be ever watchful for damage caused by mites, 
thrips, and mealy bugs. The earlier these problems 
are treated, the better. Mites will very quickly de¬ 
stroy center growth, which spells disaster to an 
African violet. Thrips, while having a preference 
for pollen, will be quite happy to suck the juices 
out of foliage. Watch for hairiness on leaves and , 
pot-holes underneath them. Foliar mealy bug likes 
to hide under foliage and is hard to eliminate. Soil 
mealy bug will destroy feeder roots, which subse¬ 
quently affects leaf vitality. Powdery mildew has 
to be treated early. It occurs when nights are cold 
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and days are quite warm and in dank conditions. 

Challenges 

Be aware that some African violet varieties, 
while having beautiful flowers, may have less than 
desirable foliage traits. Juggling plant placement 
under lights may help, and some varieties seem to 
prefer natural light. It is your decision whether 
these difficult ones are worth the effort. Watch for 


double crowns in standard and miniature rosettes. 
They are best discarded. Fast foliar growth is 
achieved by disbudding, especially in summer. The 
downside of this is active side-shoot growth. Re¬ 
move these early so that leaf distortion is 
minimized. 

From The African Violet, Official Journal of the 
AV Association of Australia 


Urgent Concerns 

By Gail Elmore, Wichita Falls AVS 


I’m greatly concerned that we are growing 
African violets and cousins infested with mealy 
bugs, or their eggs, that are becoming resistant to 
Marathon. I have had issues with soil mealy bugs 
in the past, which have been managed very well 
with Marathon. More recently, however, I’ve been 
finding mealy bugs in plants I purchase from other 
clubs. When I treat new plants as I usually do, with 
Marathon, there doesn't seem to be much, if any, 
effect on them. I’ve checked with a chemical sales¬ 
person on Marathon's shelf life and was told as 
long as it’s kept in a cool, dry place, it should be 
fine. So my Marathon supply shouldn’t be con¬ 
tributing to the problem. 

Over the past couple of years, whenever I re¬ 
ceive handouts with information on potting and 
repotting plants, there is usually a statement that 
says “sprinkle Marathon lightly in the bottom of 
pots," or similar wording. 

This is when I have a tendency to bristle. 
Marathon, or any other chemical, should be care¬ 
fully measured and applied at the recommended 


rate! The manufacturer’s recommended rate is 1/8 
to 1/4 tsp for a 2-3 inch pot, 1/4 -1/3 tsp for a 3.5 
- 5 inch pot. It should also be mixed into the soil in 
the root zone. When I'm repotting, I place my plant 
in the pot, add a little potting mix, add Marathon, 
and then add remaining soil. 

When using less than recommended chemical 
amounts, the mealy bugs are not killed and grad¬ 
ually become resistant to that chemical. I’m begin¬ 
ning to think that's what’s happening with some of 
our hobby growers! My chemical salesperson also 
recommended using an alternate chemical from 
time to time; I've been using a Neem oil drench 
with good results. 

Another concern is adding mycorrhizal fungi to 
the soil mix (I always use it with my outside, in- 
ground plants) and then using a systemic fungi¬ 
cide for preventing powdery mildew. Doesn't the 
systemic fungicide also kill the good mycorrhizal 
fungi? 

From the Lone Star AVCNewsletter 


AVSA's 69th National Convention 

‘Violets Love KCJazz, Blues, and Barbeque’ 

May 24th - May 31,201S 
For Complete Convention Information 
Visit AVSA’s Website, 
www.avsa.org 
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It's a Family Affair... 

Beautiful African violets grown by Barbara 
and Allan Reith of Arizona 

Photo Credit: Barbara Reith 



Ma's Spanish Eyes 
Exhibited by: Barbara Reith 
Best in Show 2013 Tucson AVS Show 
Hybridized by: 0. Robinson 
Standard 



■ 

: 


Rob's Combustible Pigeon 
Exhibited by: Allan Reith 
Hybridized by: R. Robinson 
Semiminiature 



Optimara My Delight 
Exhibited by Barbara Reith 
Hybridized by: Optimara/Holtkamp 
Standard 



Rob's Dodo Bird 
Exhibited by: Allan Reith 
Hybridized by: R. Robinson 
Semiminiature 




I 
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Two New Hybrids from Thad Scaggs 

Photo credit: Thad Scaggs 



Mini Sinningia 'Butterflies are Free' 



Sinvana 'Special Distraction' 
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TLC and Trailing African Violets 

By Ruth Coulson, from her E-Newsletter, The African Violet Way 


Recently, when I was working with my trailing 
African violets, 1 was thinking of a conversation 
about these plants that I had with a friend of mine 
a good many years ago. She grew excellent vio¬ 
lets, and 1 remember her saying something like: 
“ You always need to cake some action with a 
trailer, whether it is removing deadflowers, off¬ 
side leaves, or even pinching out the crowns. You 
just can't give a trailer too much care. ” 

She was absolutely right. 1 think some of us 
tend to give rosette violets good care, but because 
trailers don’t need to have such exact symmetry, 
we may sometimes leave them to their own de¬ 
vices too much. I know that 1 have been guilty of 
this from time to time. 

1 used to grow much better trailing African vio¬ 
lets than I do now. 1 have given it some thought, 
and my conclusions bear out what 1 just said. In 
the house 1 lived in some years ago, I had a dining 
room that was also an excellent spot for growing 
African violets. It had windows around two sides 
of the room, but those window's were sheltered so 
there was little direct sunlight, although it w'as very 
bright. Obviously, 1 needed shelves at window-sill 
height so that 1 could grow some African violets 
there. So I soon acquired some stands that had a 
shelf at the correct level, and a shelf underneath 
with fluorescent lights. I loved this arrangement. 
It was like living, or at any rate dining, in a flower 
garden. 

Many of the African violets that I grew on the 
shelf that had light from the windows were the 
trailing African violets. The plants appeared to love 
it just as much as I did. Why? Well, natural light 
seems to me to be really well suited to growing 
trailers. With a trailer, you need to have as many 
different crowns growing out from the base of the 
plant as you can get, and as many branches with 
new crowns growing from them and so on. The 
more crowns there are the more flowers there are 
with a trailer. This is an idea that is quite different 
from that of growing rosette plants to only one 
crown for maximum flowering. 


I like a trailing African violet, when mature, to 
present a ball-shape with the pot all but hidden by 
the foliage and flowers. At a window, the light 
comes naturally from the side as much as from the 
top, and this encourages the parts of the plant that 
trail down around the pot to grow and flower. Of 
course, it is necessary to turn the pot on a regular 
schedule so that all parts of the plant get the same 
amount of light over time. 

So that’s one reason my trailers did well at that 
time. The other reason relates to what 1 said at the 
beginning of this article. Lots of regular care! As 
these plants were right where I saw them every 
time we had a meal, I couldn’t help noticing if the 
water needed topping up or replacing. It was clear 
to me when they needed any attention at all. Best 
of all, I actually gave them that attention. At night 
after dinner, I would often sit down at the table 
again, select a trailer, put it on a mat on the table, 
and would give it a thorough grooming, including 
removing old leaves, dead or dying flowers, any¬ 
thing damaged or of bad color, unwanted growths 
and so on. Where necessary, the leaves were 
brushed to get any dust off. I would also take the 
opportunity to get a clean water reservoir and fill it 
up with fertilizer solution. Any that needed to be 
repotted were marked to be done at the first avail¬ 
able opportunity. 

There were probably about thirty trailing plants 
on the shelves there in natural light. Even if I only 
groomed one per night, they all got attention each 
month. In practice, I looked at more than one each 
night so they got looked over and worked on very 
frequently indeed. The results were good. I won 
quite a few prizes at that time. 

So, this really isn’t an article about how to grow 
trailing African violets. It is more about the bene¬ 
fits of regular care. It applies to any of our plants. 
At that earlier time, I was growing show violets. 
Now, I tend to just grow the ones I love for my own 
enjoyment. 

I must hasten to say here that I do enter them 
in shows anyway, because they can be good, pre- 
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sentable plants. They just don't have the same 
chance of winning major awards. The difference 
between show violets and “ordinary” violets is 
mostly just the amount of Tender Loving Care. 


1 could say all this thinking has led me to re¬ 
solve that my trailers will in the future receive reg¬ 
ular, even perfect, care, but I won’t say that here. 
1 might not be able to live up to it! 


Three Treasures 

Lone Star, Sunrise Trail, and Marie Maas 

By Wayne Tomczyk 


When I was in high school history classes, 1 
never understood, or appreciated, the purpose of 
studying history. But as I have grown older, I 
have developed a better understanding of why we 
need to remember and perpetuate those things 
from our past. 

Being a member of the AVSA, I have ap¬ 
plauded the tireless work of our AVSA member¬ 
ship to honor our AV heritage by locating, 
documenting, and celebrating older hybrid speci¬ 
mens. The inclusion of Vintage and Classic heir¬ 
loom violets in our annual African violet shows, 
the clubs' efforts to identify who has and grows 
these plants, and the efforts of Dr. Jeff Smith to 
keep and propagate our Saintpaulia Species 
plants, immediately come to mind as worthwhile 
efforts, enabling future generations to see where 
we have come from in our wonderful hobby. 

1 am a member of the TUcson AVS, which has 
been around for fifty-eight years. Through my 
membership in the club, I have met many inter¬ 
esting people. However, Marie Maas is one of the 
most special people I have had the pleasure to 


know. Marie has been growing African violets for 
over forty years (maybe even fifty). She just 
turned ninety-four years old in February. She 
shared with us that she had even created and reg¬ 
istered two AV trailer hybrids in the early 1980s, 
but she could not remember the names of them. 
1 went in to the First Class application and found 
them. She was pleased when she remembered 
that ‘Lone Star’ and ‘Sunrise Ttail’ were her 
plants. 

I would dearly love to have these plants. 1 
would like to personally grow them and reac¬ 
quaint them with their hybridizer. If anyone can 
spare a leaf of ‘Lone Star,’ a semiminiature trailer, 
and a cutting of ‘Sunrise Trail,’ which is a chimera 
trailer, I would appreciate it. Marie remembered 
that Patt Harris, in Santa Clara, California, had 
once possessed the two plants, using them in her 
own hybridizing work, but Patt no longer has 
them. Maybe one of you had come by them in 
the past, and kept them alive. Please contact me 
at wavnetomczvk@comcast.net or through the 
Hicson AVS, if you can help me in my quest. 
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Growing African Violets in 
Humidity Trays with Flat-Wicking 

by Gillian Leng • belastana@gmail.com 


I was sick 
off and on 
much of this 
past winter, 
and my vio¬ 
lets suffered 
because of it. 
I’ve come up 
with a water¬ 
ing method 
that is work¬ 
ing well for 
me because it 
is fast, can be 
African Violets in Humidity done while 

TYays I’m busy 

with other things, is efficient and easy, and my 
plants are in far better condition now. 

This is how 1 set up my watering/humidity 
trays: I use 1020 trays, both those with holes and 
those without. I line a holed tray with the type of 
shelf ‘paper’ that is really an expanded net of soft 
plastic (1 use a type made by Con-Tact, but there 
are many brands) and set my plants in them. I 
place the entire tray into a hole-less 1020 tray con¬ 
taining an inch or so of water and let it soak until 
the plants are evenly moist. Then I lift the interior 
tray up and let the water drain for a few seconds, 
and when it’s not dripping much anymore, I place 
the holed tray containing the newly watered plants 
into a diy, hole-less 1020 tray and return the dou¬ 
bled tray to the shelf. The shelf liner in the tray 
stays barely moist and provides humidity for sev¬ 
eral days and also both cushions the pots and pre¬ 
vents them from sliding around as I move the 
trays. ft stays really clean, which was a big sur¬ 
prise to me since wicking felt gets discolored and 
moldy in a big huriy, and this product does not. It 
can be washed clean easily, another big plus. 

The humidity tray process I use doesn’t keep 
anything permanently wet, so I am not losing 



young plants and leaves to rot as 1 was for a while 
with the ‘fill the tray’ method, nor am I stressing 
the smaller, less developed plants since the hu¬ 
midity under and between the big plants remains 
fairly high. 

1 set up three or four 1020 trays about half full 
of water and put the holed 1020 trays containing 
my plants in them. That’s one shelf’s worth of wa¬ 
tering done in less than two minutes of active 
work, and about fifteen or twenty of ‘soak’ time. 
We are all busy people, and that's a real bonus in 
terms of time. 

In addition, rather than use the typical wick of 
mason’s twine or acrylic yarn which dangles from 
the bottom of the pot, I run a cord flat across the 
outside bottom of a pot, up through opposite drain 
holes, and cut it off just below where the dirt will 
come. That way I have a FLAT wick on the bottom 
that comes in contact with the shelf liner and TWO 
wicks that come up into the pot for even coverage. 
The wicking I use is called Rat Thil and is normally 
used for braiding kumihimo bracelets. It is smooth, 
soft, non-organic, and extremely sturdy since 
many of those bracelets are worn even while 
swimming or showering. In addition, the cord 
comes in all kinds of colors... many of them are AV 
colors, and I actually use the wicks to color code 
minis, semis, trailers, etc, in case I don’t want to 
look it up while my hands are dirty. Rat Thil cord 
can be purchased by the roll of 100 yards on eBay 
or in craft stores and goes quite a long way. 

I use this flat-wick method with any size pot, 

and it is working 
very well. I find 
that any pot 
wicked with this 
system rapidly 
and evenly 
draws up the 

Rat Tail Cord Wicking with water int0 the 
Various Pots soil mix, possibly 
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because I fill the watering trays to a depth of over 
an inch, which, when you put the trays with holes 
into them, ensures that all wicks are underwater 
for however long you leave them in there. 

When I am potting lots of leaf babies, I put my 
little 2" pots filled with perlite and soil mix in tight 
ranks in a 1020 tray, set that holed tray into a wa¬ 
tering tray, and I don't have to individually water 
those tiny, fragile sets. 1 even wick thumb pots 
which hold the minute seedlings grown from seeds 
in the same way and have not lost a single one 
because they are barely handled at all. 



Leaf Babies in 2 ” Flat- Wicked Pots in ’ 
Humidity TYay 



AV seedling in Thumb Pot, Flat-Wicked 


All in all, I’m finding this humidity tray/flat- 
wicking system to be versatile, easy to use, 
water and time saving, less prone to rotting 
since the plants are never left for very long in a 
wet environment, and cost efficient, as all of the 
materials are easily available and relatively 
inexpensive. 


EK-Laskovyi 

Mai 

Exhibited by: 
Debbie Mclnnis 
Hybridized by: 
E. Korshunova 
Standard 



Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 
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Email: missjennae@yahoo.com 


Tlfe Violet Network 

By Jennie Lawrence 

Universities 


Ever>' state in the union has a uni¬ 
versity. These universities can be a 
wealth of information about a variety 
of topics, with plants of all types being 
no exception. A search using the key¬ 
words “African violets" brought up in¬ 
formation from many universities. 

The first of these was the 
University of Florida. The information 
page for violets was written by Sydney Park 
Brown and is part of the Agriculture Extension 
branch. It had small photos, but a simple click en¬ 
larged them. There was a very nice photo of a 
simple, easy to copy, wick-watering system. 

Purdue University has a link on violet care, 
written by Rosie Lemer and Michael N. Dana. It 
provides basic care information, and as a bonus, 
mentions the importance of cleanliness during 
propagation. A link to the AVSA website is also 
included in the second paragraph, at the end of a 
brief discussion of cultivars. 
j Next up w'as Clemson University, offering a 
’ good, basic care sheet. In addition to care, there 
was a brief mention of some common problems. 
However, the sheet concluded with a link to an¬ 
other fact sheet offered by the university, titled 
African Violet Diseases & Insect Pests. This sheet 
goes into good, descriptive detail about not only 
the problem, but also the solution. 

University of Georgia offered information on 
caring for violets. Prepared by Paul A. Thomas, 
Extension Horticulturist - Floriculture, this page 
had great photos showing healthy plants, propa¬ 
gation, and some problems. Excellent descriptions 
of common insect and health problems of African 
violets were presented. Overall, this would be a 
good, basic-beginners site. 

Initially, it appeared that all the university sites 
that had African violets represented were from 
the Eastern part of the United States. However, 


Colorado State University represented 
the Rocky Mountain area. That infor¬ 
mation sheet is part of the Planted 
Colorado™ series, collaboration be¬ 
tween CSU, Denver (CO) Botanic Gar¬ 
dens, and Green Industries of 
Colorado, Inc. It w'as quite brief, at less 
than one page, but did include an “Ask 
an Expert" link. 

Iowa State University had information, too. 
This page printed out as a three-fold brochure. It 
not only briefly covered the history; it also talked 
about the different sizes of plants, along w'ith 
blossom and leaf descriptors, too. AVSA was 
listed as a resource here. 

Another entry from the Midwest area was Uni¬ 
versity of North Dakota. Ron Smith, a UND Ex¬ 
tension Service horticulturist, presented this 
information. This eight-page, question and an¬ 
swer format covers many violet-related issues. 
Unfortunately, there are a couple of questions 
about violets taking over in yards and flowerbeds. 
Someone new to African violets might find this a 
bit confusing. In addition, some people combined 
a question about African violets with questions 
about other plants. Despite these minor issues, 
there is still a lot of good information on this 
page. 

The University of Vermont was down the list, 
as was the University of New Hampshire. Joan 
Bonnette, Master Gardener, wrote the UNH care 
sheet. Her two-and-a-half page information sheet 
begins with a nice history of African violets, from 
their discovery to their development in this coun¬ 
try. Bonnette also mentions the AVSA web site as 
a resource for fanciers. 

The Master Gardener program is offered 
through university cooperative extension pro¬ 
grams. Master Gardeners undergo extensive 
training through the cooperative extension serv- 
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ice. At the end of the training, participants take 
an extensive exam. They then must volunteer 
their services to the general public for a specific 
number of hours each year. While the name im¬ 
plies flower and vegetable gardens, Master Gar¬ 
deners have areas of expertise. Some may be 
authorities on bees, trees, or even African violets. 
Master Gardeners can also be contacted through 
university websites. Becoming a Master Gardener 
and volunteering through a state university 
program is a great way for experienced African 
violet fanciers to educate novices. 


Any state university is always a good starting 
point for someone having problems with any type 
of plant. Certainly, the information offered on the 
various sites ranges from very basic to intermedi¬ 
ate. It is hard to cover everything in a page or 
two. Horticulture specialists at universities can 
refer people on to other resources, however, and 
should not be overlooked when a problem arises. 
The easiest way to find a university web page is 
to Google the university name, then type in 
specific information in their search bar. 



AVSA - Building Maintenance Fund 

Susan Hapner, Chairman • 35 Ridge Point Dr. • Chesterfield, MO 63017 
December 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015 Totals: $805.50 


Multi Color 

First Nighter AVS/TX 
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Early Bird Violet Club/AL 
Karen Plourd 
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Lynda Vaillancourt 
Judith Hess 
Robert Kurzynski 
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DoDe Whitaker 
Shirley Davis 
AVS of Minnesota 
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Julie Shulick 
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Johnnie Shepard 
James Shade 
Geneva Stagg 
John Warren 
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Eileen Stannard 
Judy Walton 
Stephen Barber 
Diana Tozour 
Diane Reinke 
Margaret Califano 
Rebecca McNeel 
F. Eleanor Mattaliano 
Viola Fuller 
Florence Collins 
Diane Tuska 
North Star AV Council 
Martha Nix 
Linda Schuessler 
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Buckeye Standouts 

From Pat Hancock 

Photos by: Mel Grice 



Buckeye Especially Mine 
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Buckeye Patent Pending 


Buckeye Inspiration Pink 



Buckeye Extravaganza 
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African Violets in the Summer 

Information culled from articles in previous issues of The African Violet, 
Official Journal of the African Violet Association of Australia 
Ruth Coulson, Editor 


Since we are having a very warm spring with a 
forecast hot summer to follow, it is obviously time 
to talk about heat and African violets. On the 
whole, African violets do not enjoy a heat wave 
any more than their growers do! Here are a few 
hints about what happens to African violets in 
extremely hot weather and how to mitigate the 
effects. 

In excessively hot weather: 

African violet leaves can become limp, even 
though the roots are moist, simply because they 
are losing moisture in the heat. If this happens, use 
a leaf-form so that when the leaves become turgid 
again in the cool of the evening, the plant regains 
its proper shape. 

Potting mix may dry out in wick-watered 
plants, even though there is water in the reservoir. 
Keep a watch for this and remoisten when neces¬ 
sary. 

Flowers may be smaller than usual. This is es¬ 
pecially evident on trailers and miniatures, some 
of which look quite sad when they have tiny 
crunched up flowers during hot weather. Little can 
be done except to remove the flowers and wait for 
cooler weather. 

Flower colors may not be as bright. Fantasy 
markings may be less in evidence. Blooms with a 
white edge may lose it, or it will become less dis¬ 
tinct. Thumbprint blooms, and indeed many bi-col- 
ors, may become solid or almost solid color. 

Sometimes, flower deformities may occur as a 
result of the heat. There may be an increased 
chance of mutations. 

Variegated foliage may become much more 
green. This is not a permanent change, as new 
leaves growing out in cooler temperatures will 
carry the normal amount of variegation. 

Growth in the centers of the plants may become 
a little “tight” and congested. 

All sorts of bugs and pests are more prevalent 
and breed much more quickly. 

Plants are more likely to be damaged by high 
temperatures when the humidity is low. 


What you can do: 

Obviously, the first thing to keep in mind is to 
make an effort to keep the growing area as cool as 
possible. Think about ventilation. Outside air 
should be circulated when it is cooler outside than 
in. In the middle of the day during a heat wave, it 
may well be hotter outside, so then windows 
should be closed and outside air excluded. 

If your plants are in an air conditioned part of 
your home, you have little to worry about regard¬ 
ing temperature, but you may need to give some 
thought to adding humidity. 

Some growers find it helpful to run a fan in the 
growing area. The fan doesn’t cool the air, but it 
does circulate it so that “hot spots” of stagnant air 
are avoided, "fry not to blow a fan directly on the 
plants. 

Plants more likely to be affected. Variegates, for 
instance, should be placed in the coolest part of 
your growing area. If you are using artificial lights, 
that will probably be the lowest shelf but check 
with a thermometer. 

If using artificial lights, turn them off during the 
hottest part of the day. Give some consideration to 
running the lights during the night and having 
them off during the day. This evens out the tem¬ 
perature difference. Try to let the temperature fall to 
some extent before the lights come on in the 
evening. It is considered good to have a tempera¬ 
ture differential between night and day for best 
growing of African violets. 

If growing in natural light by a window, think 
about direct sun. In a heat wave, the searing effect 
of direct sun can be very evident on your plants. 
Draw the blind or shield your plants in some way 
if they are likely to get direct sun. 

When the temperature is very hot, especially if 
it is combined with low humidity, plants may draw 
up water much more quickly with the wick. This is 
simply because they are losing moisture more 
rapidly from evaporation. Water in the potting mix 
also evaporates from the surface. Because of this, 
the plant may get too much fertilizer, so it may be 
necessary to reduce the concentration of fertilizer 
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you are using. 

If you wish you can spray mist your plants with 
warm water. It isn’t the temperature of the water 
that cools them; it is the evaporation from the leaf 
surfaces. This may help, but some say that the ef¬ 
fect only lasts for a very short time, as the water 
will evaporate so quickly. (It sometimes makes the 
grower feel better, though. Doing something al¬ 
ways feels better than doing nothing!) 

Try to increase humidity to alleviate the prob¬ 
lems of heat. Mist spraying, as mentioned, has a 
short term effect, but grouping plants together 
works to some extent. Lone plants will be a lot 
drier. Open vessels of water among the plants will 
also help. Most of our members use the wick wa¬ 
tering method with closed containers for water, but 


other methods like the Texas method of watering’ 
and watering by capillary matting, will gently 
boost humidity. 

Despite your care, it could still be that your 
plants will show some effects from excessive heat. 
There might be tight centers. Leaves may be reach¬ 
ing up a little because you have had to reduce light 
in trying to keep temperatures down. You may 
even have an off-size row of leaves. Be assured 
that these things will pass, and plants will return to 
normal growth in more average temperatures. 

Flowers will also resume their normal size, 
color, and patterns as before. If you live in an area 
that doesn’t experience either extreme heat or a 
troublesome degree of cold, you are blessed. You 
truly live in an “African violet zone!" 


: 


Haphazard Watering and Humidity 

By Melvin J. Robey 

From his Book; African Violets, Giftsfrom Nature 


Nothing is more upsetting to African violets 
than to be mistreated by poor watering practices. 
These plants have a tropical origin and have spe¬ 
cific watering requirements, similar to that part of 
the world from which they came. Whenever an 
African violet ceases to bloom, suspect improper 
watering. 

Using water that is too cold is a sure way to 
stop your plants from developing flower buds. The 
roots of these plants are extremely sensitive to the 
temperature of the water. Water that is within five 
degrees of the room temperature isfine. Tepid water 
is ideal. 

Another problem, which leads to failure of 
blossoms to form, is the improper watering habits 
followed by the plant’s owner. Over watering and 
under-watering are common causes, which lead to 
the downfall of many African violets.These plants 
do not like wet feet nor do they like extremely diy 
conditions. Study your watering habits. Water only 
when the surface of the soil feels dry to the touch. 

In their native environment, African violets 
enjoy the luxury of moist, humid tropical 


conditions. Humidity of seventy to ninety percent 
is commonplace, and the plants respond with 
gorgeous arrays of blossoms, adding a touch of 
elegance to the meadows and valleys of the 
mountains of Africa. 

Humidity around African violets grown indoors 
is very seldom as high as that of the tropical lands 
of their origin. In the winter time, the humidity in 
a home is often as low as twenty to thirty percent, 
while in the summer it may rise to fifty-five 
percent, or higher. For African violets to 
continually produce flowers they prefer humidity 
in the range of fifty to seventy percent. 

One way to increase the humidity around the 
plants is to mist their leaves with a fine spray. For 
this to be a refreshing experience for the African 
violets, the water must be tepid, and not sprayed 
on so heavily that it runs down into the crown of 
the plant. This could lead to crown-rot disease. 

Another way to increase the humidity is to fill 
containers with water and set them among the 
plants. The plants will react favorably to the 
evaporating moisture. 
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Shipping African Violets 
Joan’s Way... 

By Joan Baker 

joanmarie@mncable.net • http://www.pictnretrail.com/joanmarie649 
This article is for the "first-time" shipper who 


has a friend that wants to trade plants/leaves. You 
want them to arrive safely without damage. The 
first thing to do is check the weather and temper¬ 
atures in the sending area and the destination. The 
temperatures should not be lower than 40 degrees 
at night in the transit areas, as one never knows if 
they will sit out on a dock for extended periods of 
time. The leaves and plants need to be shipped to 
arrive as soon as possible. I usually ship by USPS 
Priority' Mail because they include tracking infor¬ 
mation. 

TO SHIP LEAVES... 

I water the plants well a day or two before cut¬ 
ting, so the leaves are well hydrated. 1 choose a 
leaf or two from the third or fourth row, starting in 
the center. Older leaves can be used, but they usu¬ 
ally take longer to produce plantlets and do not 
have as many offspring. 1 use a razor blade to cut 
the end and try' to leave the petiole up to 2” long if 
possible. Wrapping the ends is not necessary; a 
few years ago, I did some testing with "wrapped” 
and “unwrapped” leaves. My results from both 
shipping to friends and leaving the bagged leaves 
at home were that the wrapped leaves rotted much 
sooner than the others, especially in warm 
weather. In my experience, the bacteria multiply a 
lot faster in warm, very humid conditions. 

After cutting the leaves, take a clear, sealable 
sandwich or snack “baggie” and write the FULL 
name CLEARLY on it with a marker. 

I print out the description from First Class 2 and 
send it with the package, but this is not needed if 
both of you already know the plant. Put the leaves 

in the 
baggie; 
carefully 
push out 
all the air 
and seal. 

Cut leaves ready for wrapping Do not 


blow up the bag so the leaves can bounce around 
in transit and be damaged. You want them to be 
secure and move as little as possible. I put my leaf 
baggies together and roll them up in a piece of 
bubble-wrap, and tape them securely. 

1 place the roll of 
bubble-wrapped 
leaves in a box lined 
with bubble-wrap. 
The box is sealed, the 
address is added, and 
the box is ready to 
ship to your friend. I 
mark “perishable” on 
my boxes, but there are many who prefer not to, 
feeling their box may be "singled-out.” 

TO SHIP PLANTS... 

These directions are for shipping starter plants 
in 3oz Solo cups, but the directions can be adjusted 
for the size of the plant. I can usually get up to six 
small plants in a small (#04) Priority Mail box. I 
water the plants three or four days before shipping, 
so they are not too wet or too dry. 

Place the plant in 
a small, fold-top bag¬ 
gie, be sure the FULL 
name is CLEARLY 
written on it, or that 
a name tag is in¬ 
cluded in the plant. 

Twist the baggie 
around the plant and 
secure it with masking tape. 

Place the plant on 
a folded section of 
newspaper, about 6" 
x 11-12,” and ten 
pages thick. Thpe the 
plant down near to 
Plant taped to one end with masking 
newspaper to be rolled tape, making sure 




Leaves in baggies rolled 
in bubble-wrap 



Plant wrapped in 


baggie and taped 
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that there is room so the leaves do not stick out 
above the paper. Gently roll the paper around the 
potted plant and tape securely. 

1 add fiberfill insulation on top to ensure that the 

plant stays in the pot. 

Line the box and 
pack securely with 
insulation, bubble- 
wrap, or foam 
peanuts. Crushed 
Rolled up plant with newspaper works 

fiber Jill on the top fine, but paper is 

heavier and will cost more to ship. You can recycle 
by using "fluffed-up" plastic bags from your local 


store since they are 
very light. The box 
is ready to tape 
shut and mark 
“Perishable." 

You may include 
descriptions... I 
print mine from 
Box ready to close and First Class 2 with 
seal securely photos and put 
them in an envelope inside the box. Your friend 
will be delighted when the box of leaves or plants 
arrives safely, with all the plant material fresh and 
ready to add to their collection! 


Sweet Water AVS’ 40th 
Anniversary Show Scores High! 


Sweet Water AVS, West Sayville, New York, 
recently staged their 40th Anniversary show using 
as their theme, "Once Upon a Violet.” The panel of 
judges awarded the show a score of 99.61, which 
is believed to be one of the highest scores ever 
achieved. The accompanying picture shows the 
club members posing in front of the court of honor. 

A special award, given by the club in memory 


of Kathryn Paauwe for the best blue or purple plant 
in the show, was awarded to Carolyn Klein, who 
also won Best in Show with the same plant, 
"Taffeta Blue". The picture shows Bill Paauwe 
holding a picture of Kathryn with her plant of 
“Heavenly Notes", with which she won Best in 
Show several years ago. 
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By Bill Price 


Email : billprice@telus.net 


Q: Is /tumidity an important factor 
to growing healthy violets? 

The simple answer is “yes," and I will 
explain why. 

Water (and dissolved nutrients) is 
absorbed by the roots and transported 
through to the leaves where it evapo¬ 
rates in the air (transpiration). The 
speed of this process is dependent on the 
humidity of the air surrounding the 
plant. The drier the air, the more the 
water evaporates from the leaf, and the 
more the demand for water to move up from the 
roots. Different plants have evolved to 
"prefer’Vadapt to different levels of humidity'. Our 
African violets prefer a range of 40 to 60 % relative 
humidity. 

It is important to understand the concept of ‘rel¬ 
ative humidity',’ which is the percentage of humid¬ 
ity the air is carrying at a particular temperature. 
Lower percentages are experienced as very' dry', and 
higher percentages close to 100%, result in rain. 
Basically, warm air can hold more moisture than 
colder air. For example, in winter the relative hu¬ 
midity outside can be 90% with freezing tempera¬ 
tures, while when that same air is warmed up in 
the house, the relative humidity may be less than 
20%. Conversely, when humid warm air (say with 
relative humidity about 60 to 70%) is cooled, the 
relative humidity goes even higher, and at a cer¬ 
tain point, the cooled air can no longer hold the 
moisture, and it condenses out, e.g. as dew. 

In addition to knowing the desired humidity 
level for each plant species, it is important that the 
humidity levels are adjusted for different stages of 
a plant’s growth. For example, even though estab¬ 
lished plants with roots prefer a relative humidity of 
40-60%, cuttings or starter leaves without roots 
need to be enclosed with close to 100 % humidity. 
This helps reduce stress on a leaf without roots to 
absorb water. 

And then there is the phenomenon of ‘wilting’, 
in which the leaf cells lose more water than they 


can replace, and the leaf cannot stay 
turgid. At first, we tend to think that 
there is not enough water in the mix, so 
we add water, but we need to keep in 
mind other explanations; the soil mix is 
moist, but for various reasons, e.g. root 
fungus, not enough water is being ab¬ 
sorbed to keep the leaf cells turgid. 

Another reaction one sees is that 
when established plants growing in a 
very humid environment are moved to 
one with very low humidity, the roots 
sometimes can’t keep up with this increased water 
loss from the leaves, and the plant wilts. 

Q : / was told that drafts can harm young 
plants. Is this true, and if so, why? 

Do drafts harm plants? Well, the answer is both 
yes and no! What is often assumed in this state¬ 
ment is that it is drafts of cold dry air, which if per¬ 
sistent, can harm plants of all ages. Why? Negative 
‘shock’ to leaf and plants as the leaf temperature 
changes too quickly. Brief drafts probably will not 
harm plants of any age. 

Having said this, it is important to realize that 
violets, as do most plants, appreciate "gentle air 
movement" around them, which brings fresh air of 
the same temperature and adequate humidity to the 
leaf surface. This can be provided in the home by 
having small circulating fans sitting near the grow¬ 
ing area and directed away from the plants them¬ 
selves. I use several small ‘safety desk fans’ (can 
stick fingers into blades and they just stop) which 
1 purchase for around $25.00 at a local hardware 
store. I have several going all the time in the plant 
room. This gentle air circulation also tends to re¬ 
duce fungal problems such as mildew. 

Q: I bought a fantasy’ African violet. In afew 
months, the new blossoms were no longerfantasy. 
Is this normal? 

Fantasy flowers result from plants whose genes 
governing flower color, turn “on and off’ irregularly 
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as the flowers develop, resulting in the splotches of 
different color that we find esthetically pleasing. In 
some varieties, this function is quite unstable and 
variable and sometimes may result in one or more 
flowers without fantasy, or a stem or even the 
whole plant “reverts," producing solid color blos¬ 
soms. 

Most plants, once having reverted to solid color 
blossoms with no change after a couple of months, 
are likely not going to revert back to the fantasy 
state. If you are having trouble finding stable plants 
with fantasy flowers, I would suggest you consult 
with local growers, or online, to find other varieties 
that are considered more stable. 

Q: I remember everyone talking about di- 
atomaceous earth in the early ‘90's. I believe it 
was some sort of pest control. Why do I never hear 
about it these days? 

We don't hear about this product very often any 
longer because other possible natural options exist 
without the risk that using diatomaceous earth en¬ 
tails. Yes, diatomaceous earth was very popular as 
a “natural insecticide" and was quite effective for 
certain insects. It is composed essentially of the 
dried “skeletons" of microscopic sea organisms 
called diatoms. The skeletons are comprised prima¬ 
rily of silica and are of various sizes and shapes, 
sort of like microscopic 3-D snowflakes with razor 
sharp edges. When an insect walks over these 
skeletons, they get, (and die from) multiple cuts on 
their exoskeletons. 

As well, small pieces enter their breathing tubes 
(spirochaetes) and cut them internally. Although 
this works well to control some insects, especially 
crawling ones, it is not good for people or pets to be 
inhaling the dust with the microscopic, sharp-edged 
particles. Oddly enough, it has come into some in¬ 
creased popularity recently to control bed bugs. 
Since they have to crawl up to the bed, people will 
set the bed legs in trays of diatomaceous earth so 
the bed bugs will die attempting to get up to the 
bed. (This works as long as no other part of the bed 
or bedding touches another surface over which the 
bed bugs can crawl to reach the bed.) 

If using this product, be cautious and apply it 
slowly and careftilly, in a non-windy area, so that 


there is no dust in the air to inhale. 

Q: My three violets are on a small window tray 
in a northern window. They are quite old and I 
take good care of them. They rarely are out of 
bloom. Someone suggested an east window would 
be better for them, but I think they arefine where 
they are. Is light from an east-facing window bet¬ 
ter than a northern exposure? 

First of all, I would say 'don’t argue with suc¬ 
cess', or more bluntly, "if it ain’t broke, don't fix it”. 
From what you describe, it sounds likely your vio¬ 
lets are doing well where they are, and with what¬ 
ever other care you are providing. In some areas of 
the country and for some growers, the light from a 
northern exposure (in Northern Hemisphere - if in 
Australia, a southern exposure) is adequate for 
growing these plants. For many people though, 
light from a northern exposure), especially in the 
shorter days during winter, is not sufficient to keep 
our plants growing well. In this situation, growth 
slows, and flower production ceases. If this is one’s 
only light source option, then the grower needs to 
discontinue fertilizing and decrease watering for 
this period until increasing light levels cause a 
growth surge in the spring. 

For most growers depending on natural light, 
east-facing windows tend to be more ideal in that 
the early morning light is gentle, and by the time 
the day has heated up, the sun’s rays are no longer 
shining directly on the plants, but the light is the 
.more preferred “bright and indirect” form. Although 
shorter days affect all plants, this effect is less pro¬ 
nounced in plants growing in east-facing windows, 
as they still get more light in the winter than in 
northern-facing windows. Many varieties will con¬ 
tinue blooming throughout the winter, albeit in re¬ 
duced quantity, and still require moderation in 
watering and fertilizing. 

Depending on the particular exposure, some east 
windows will still provide too much light for vio¬ 
lets. This may mean that the plants need to be 
placed back from, or off to the side of the window, 
out of direct light or that a “sheer’ curtain be cho¬ 
sen so that this light, is more diffused. This same 
procedure for reducing light levels work also for 
plants grown in west or south windows. 
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Technically Speaking. .. or Not phon* (6i<» 356-6183 

By Neil Lipson Email: ndlipson@gmail.com 

Violets are not Humans 

African violets need different water, light, humidity and more... 


WATER 

The first time I realized that things 
were different was when I started 
using rainwater instead of tap water. 

My plants bloomed like crazy, and the 
colors were vibrant. Rainwater has 
very low total dissolved solids (TDS) 
compared to almost all of the tap 
water in the US. In addition, chlo¬ 
ramines, which are frequently added 
to tap water to keep bacteria down, is 
lethal to violets. If your tap water is 
hard with deposits of calcium and magnesium 
minerals such as limestone, chalk, and dolomite, 
then this will really complicate your growing de¬ 
mands to say the least, as well as pH regulation. 


I hear frequent discussions about which water 
to use for violets, including reverse osmosis, resin 
filtered water, distilled water, and rain water, to 
name a few. All of these have very low TDS, with 
TDS readings below 20 in general, compared to 
tap water, which can be over 200. For the 
violets, once it is below 20, it really doesn’t 


matter. Just use the cheapest source 
of any low TDS water, which, in 
many cases, is rain water right off 
your roof into a rain barrel. If your 
roof is new, though, you would want 
to wait a few months for any residue 
to wash off. 

Many of the new roofing shingles 
have impregnated copper to eliminate 
the streaking that occurred with the 
modified shingles in the last twenty 
years. This will not hurt violets, as 
copper is a necessary trace element. Now I’m fre¬ 
quently asked, “How will violets get their trace 
elements and micronutrients if you use rain, or 
distilled water?" It turns out that a few fertilizers 
contain all of the right 
trace elements and 
micronutrients, and 
many of these are NOT 
in tap water. This is one 
reason that I use the 
fertilizer Plant Marvel 
14-12-14, which has 
trace elements, along 
with enough Baccto soil 
in my personal soil mix. 
Please note the diagram 
of the Plant Marvel Fer¬ 
tilizer 14-12-14 as 
shown. Also note the 
effect of pH on these 
nutrients as shown on the pH chart. 

In addition, please remember that there is a 
difference between micronutrients and trace 
elements. Micronutrients are necessary for the 
plant, and trace elements, while they are not 
necessary, will enhance the growing, and vibrant 
colors of the blossoms. 
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Plant Marvel 14-12-14 

Guaranteed Analysis (For continuous liquid feeding) 


14-12-14+ 

Percent 

Lbe/Ton 

Concentration 

Total Nitrogen (N) 

14% 

280 

200 PPM as N 

8.88% Ammoniacal Nitrogen 

5.12% Nitrate Nitrogen 

Available Phosphate (P a O B ) 

12% 

240 

171 PPM as P 2 O b 
200 PPM as KgO 

Soluble Potash (K.O) 

14% 

280 

Magnesium (Mg) 0.49% 

0.49% Water Soluble Magnesium (Mg) 

9.8 

7 PPM as Mg 

Sulfur (S) 

8% 

160 

114 PPM as S 

8% Combined Sulfur (S) 

Boron (B) 

0.05% 

1.0 

0.71 PPM as B 

Copper (Cu) 

0.05% 

1.0 

0.71 PPM as Cu 

0.05% Chelated Copper (Cu) 

Iron (Fe) 

0.10% 

2.0 

1.43 PPM as Fe 

0.10% Chelated Iron (Fe) 

Manganese (Mn) 0.01% 

0.01% Chelated Manganese (Mn) 

0.20 

0.14 PPM as Mn 

Molybdenum (Mo) 

0.0035% 

0.70 

0.05 PPM as Mo 

Zinc (Zn) 

0.05% 

1.0 

0.71 PPM as Zn 


0.05% Chelated Zinc (Zn) 

Derived from Ammonium Sulfur, Ammonium Phosphate, Potassium 
Nitrate, Sodium Nitrate, Borax. Sodium Molybdate and the EDTA form 
of Copper, Iron, Manganese, and Zinc. CAUTION: This fertilizer is to be 
used on soils which responds to molybdenum. Crops high in molybde¬ 
num are toxic to grazing animals. Potential acidity equivalent to 751 lbs. 
Calcium Carbonate per ton. 


LIGHTING 

African violet lighting is another facet of dif¬ 
ference between human and violet needs, in that 
what works for humans does not work for vio¬ 
lets. African violets need primarily two colors of 
light: red and blue. They don’t need green, as it's 
reflected off the leaves. Yet, many people con¬ 
sider the Color Rendition Index (CRI) of the lamp 
when buying their lighting. CRI is only impor¬ 
tant to the human eye - it does not apply at all to 
plant growth. Of course, if you want to see how 
the plant grows and view accurate colors, the 
lighting matters in that respect, but to spend eight 
times the amount for high CRI lamps just for 
growing is a huge waste of money. 

For interior decorating and for other “human" 
areas in your home, high CRI lamps are just plain 
wonderful. I use them in my kitchen and in other 
important rooms, but I never use them for my 
Floracart fixtures in the AV room. At one time, 
many years ago, I did think they were better for 
the plants. But, after years of intensive lighting 
research, I’ve learned that they simply aren’t 
needed for violets and gesneriads. I have good 
quality lamps in the ceiling for when I need to 
look at the plants during pre-show periods, but 
not for growing. 

HUMIDITY 

My violets grow really well with roughly 50% 
May • June 2015 


humidity - even 40% during the winter. 
However, when they're domed, the hu¬ 
midity approaches 90%. I frequently 
take repotted violets and dome them to 
improve the rooting process and give the 
plants a head start. At 90% humidity, 
though, humans are very uncomfort¬ 
able, but there are more facets to this sit¬ 
uation that need discussion. 

Here's an example. You water your 
plants with a certain amount of fertilizer, 
usually 1/8 tsp per gallon. Mat water¬ 
ing would need even less than that. 
However, as the humidity of the grow¬ 
ing room goes up towards 100%, the 
plants require less water. The problem 
occurs when you either increase or de¬ 
crease the amount of fertilizer for the 
plants. It will throw them off in their growing 
cycle and the blooming cycle. 

What is the solution? The best way to 
eliminate any changes in fertilizer requirements 
is to keep the humidity as close as possible to one 
optimal setting. African violets grow and are 
native to Tanzania and adjacent southeastern 
Kenya where the humidity is between 70-80%. 
However, this would be impossible for many 
growers, especially during the winter months 
when you just couldn’t keep the humidity that 
high without having moisture problems in your 
home. 

Therefore, you want to aim for around 50% 
humidity to prevent problems such as poor 
growth, with the buds on the plants drying out 
before they bloom. Just having a room full of 
plants will raise the humidity, and I personally 
keep the door shut to help maintain optimal hu¬ 
midity in my growing room. Mat watering helps 
even more with humidity, once you learn the 
technique. 

TEMPERATURES 

Everyone has a different preference for the 
temperature in their home, and the comfort range 
for humans is quite varied. Likewise, violets can 
grow in a range of temperatures from as low at 
55 degrees and as high as 85 degrees, but keep in 
mind that one person may have luck at these ex- 

African Violet Magazine 45 


ll 
















treme temperatures, while others - usually those 
with finicky plants - may have big problems. 

If possible, the ideal range for growing violets 
would be 65 to 83 degrees, which I personally 
favor. However, there are too many variables 
that affect the plants to make a hard and fast 
statement on the exact temperatures they must 
have. For instance, some violets will only bloom 
at much lower temperatures. I’ve heard of many 
growers with winter temperatures down to 55 de¬ 
grees, but this is probably the extreme for most of 
us, so my advice is to see what your plants can 
handle. In many cases, the plants will survive, 
but they just won’t look good for any show. 

If your growing space gets extremely cold, 
consider creating even a minor enclosure with a 
very small heater to raise the temperature 5 to 10 
degrees. Growers have used plastic "drapes” to 
accomplish this, and your imagination is the only 
limit on what can be done. 

CONCLUSION 

Remember that when you grow any plant, the 
environment can make or break your results. A 
good example is with the requirements for car¬ 
nivorous plants, which are VERY demanding. 
They require no fertilizer at all, except foliar feed¬ 
ing now and then. You cannot feed them ham¬ 
burger, only insects (and freeze-dried 


bloodworms). If you add fertilizer to their water, 
they die instantly. Some, such as the Sundew 
(prosera Capensis ) need distilled water with ab¬ 
solutely nothing else in it. Their “soil” can be ei¬ 
ther 50/50 perlite and vermiculite, or 50/50 
sphagnum and perlite, while some growers use 
50/50 sand and vermiculite. You cannot use Mir¬ 
acle Grow products, because they contain small 
amounts of fertilizer which is great for violets, but 
lethal to carnivorous plants in general. 

Of course, as I discover new techniques, I will 
publish them in AVM over time and, to my sur¬ 
prise, there is never a shortage of information to 
write about. If it turns out that you have found 
errors in what I have written, 1 will also follow up 
with the correct information, as I keep learning 
even after more than thirty years of growing. 
This wonderful plant is a never-ending saga of 
new variations and growing techniques, which 
makes them the world’s most popular house 
plant. 

I would like to thank Jeannie Myers for her 
help in proofreading. 

Neil Lipson is a full-time computer consultant. 
He can be reached by emailing him at 
ndlipson@gmail. com or calling 610-356-6183 
after 1pm Eastern time. He’ll return your call. 


How Much Light? 

By Joyce Stork 

From AVSA’s Website :FrequentIy Asked Questions 


Mature, well-rooted plants should be positioned 
about twelve inches below the tubes (distance be¬ 
tween the tube and the foliage), and the lights 
should be on for approximately twelve hours a 
day. If the tubes are very new, the time may need 
to be reduced by as much as four hours (to only 
eight hours a day) and gradually increased by fif¬ 
teen to thirty minutes a week until you reach 
twelve hours. 

Generally, if the leaves are reaching upward, 
there isn’t enough light. If the leaves are bleaching 


(bronze or white-green color), there is too much 
light. Plants that are rooting (such as recently di¬ 
vided clumps and propagated leaf cuttings) often 
seem to need less light and can usually be set 
around the edges of the shelf rather than right 
under the middle where the light is the most in¬ 
tense. 

Usually, leaves will green up again after bleach¬ 
ing, provided that the light is reduced and that they 
are receiving a balanced fertilizer on a regular 
basis. 
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In Memory 

Monte Watler articles on plants for the Gesneriad News, 

Monte Watler, 89, passed away March 15, Horticulture, La Violetre, AVM, and Chatter 
2015 in Toronto, following a brief illness. He magazines, 
was bom and grew up in the Cayman Islands. 

In his late teens, Monte migrated to Jamaica and Carolyn Burr 

to Montreal, and finally Toronto. Metropolitan St. Louis AV Council and the 

Monte lived a life filled with good friends, Amethyst AV Club of St. Louis, MO, lost a dear 
plants, flowers, and many accomplishments. He member and fhend when Carolyn Burr passed 
was a Life Member of The Gesneriad Society, away on March 28, 2015. An award winner 
active both locally and internationally. His and past President for MSLAVC and Amethyst 
passion for gardening, indoors and out, led to AVC, Carolyn also served in many other violet 
the publishing of A GuideJor Gesneriad Grow- club capacities. She was also a Senior judge, a 
ers. Those who knew him will forever miss his thoughtful and caring individual who offered 
quick wit, hearty laugh, hospitality, and culi- encouragement to club members. Carolyn was 
nary creations. known for sending cards and keeping up 

correspondences. She touched many lives and 
Nancy Robitaille will be greatly missed by all. 

Nancy Robitaille passed away on March 12, 

2015. Many of you knew Nancy from her par- Zelda Owens 

ticipation in the online Yahoo groups and All Seasons AVC of Framingham, MA has lost 
forums, discussing everything from African vi- a dear member of twenty-five years. Zelda 
olets to Streptocarpus and other plants. She Owens passed away Christmas Day, 2014. 
also authored the book Insects, Pests and Dis- Zelda was also a member of Bay State AVS for 
eases of the African Violet Family. Nancy was many years, having served on the board in 
a friend to all and will be missed by a great many positions, and helping set up the exhibit 
many. Bom in Texas, she spent almost all of her for the New England Flower Show. She was a 
adult years in Quebec. An accomplished member of AVSA. 

musician, Nancy played the French Horn in Zelda was an African violet grower who be- 

several symphony orchestras, including the lieved in sharing, even her plant problems, 
Quebec Symphony and the Montreal Sym- which made us leam and improve as growers, 
phony Orchestras. There are people in this world who leave a last- 

Nancy was an active participant in the ing impression on you. Zelda was one of those 
Societe Saintpaulia de Montreal, and the African people. She was also an artist; both a painter 
Violet Society of Longueuil, giving lectures, as and African violet designer. She was always 
well as growing and showing her plants. Her there to support our African violet organization 
plant room held many blue ribbons and awards and its events. We will miss her love and her 
won over the years. Nancy also wrote countless spirit. Mostly, we will miss our friend. 
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Photo Credit : Winston J. Goretsky 


Ma’s King Carnival 

Exhibited by: Rhona Thurman 
Hybridized by: O. Ma Robinson 
Standard 
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Bottle Gardens Made Simple 

By Betty Ferguson 


"Do you believe everything you read?" 

(a quote from my Mother). The simplest 
way to make a bottle garden, unfortunately, 
still requires planning and time. 

The first step is to check out your local 
hobby and craft stores, discount stores, and 
import specialty stores, in search of a trans¬ 
parent bottle that you can almost, but not 
quite (rules, you know) get a hand into. That way, 
you have a wee bit more working area than a soda 
pop bottle size opening allows. (No, it’s not cheating. 
The nile simply says: “too small for a hand to enter.”) 

The next step, if you plan on entering your bottle 
garden in a show, is to pray that your judging team 
includes some big-handed men, not tiny-handed, 
tight-fisted women. Immediately after this, if you did¬ 
n’t have the foresight to do it already, sit down with 
your seed catalogues. 

The Gesneriad and the Begonia Societies’ Seed 
Funds offer a grand source of potential material for 
you. 

Pay particular attention to “P,” which the Gesne¬ 
riad Seed Fund Key translates to mean “petite,” and 
to the description, “micro-mini." Remember — you 
need at least one blooming African violet in your bot¬ 
tle garden. If you're lucky, you may find seed for 
Saintpau/ia magungensis var. minima. Or if you 
plan a few more months in advance, you can let your 
favorite Pittman mini go to seed. Order up a bunch 
of varieties of seed, just in case some don't germi¬ 
nate, and because it's not possible to limit yourself to 
only what you need when seed shopping, any more 
than it is when you plant shop. 

While waiting for your mail to arrive with all of 
your envelopes of seed, prepare your bottle garden 
soil mix. Tty not to use perlite, because it shines and 
will distract from your pretty natural design and blos¬ 
soms. Using a funnel to avoid depositing dirt all over 
the inside of your bottle, add your slightly moist soil. 
Dry mix will poof and settle all over the bottle sides, 
regardless of whether you use a funnel or not. 

When those little envelopes with those teensy lit¬ 
tle seeds arrive, neatly folded in a Zig Zag paper, don 
a surgical mask to keep from breathing or sneezing 
on them. Now, try carefully dropping those micro¬ 


scopic jewels precisely where you want 
them to grow in your bottle. Mist the soil, 
cover the bottle loosely, gently place it on 
your light stand, and hope for the best. 

If you’re not quite that adventurous a 
gambler, or you really need a blue ribbon to 
keep your Judge’s certificate, there are other 
methods, but most require much more pa¬ 
tience. 

But, if you’re a glutton for punishment, you 
should persevere and complete your bottle garden 
properly! 

Make sure to find a very long chopstick or bam¬ 
boo stake. That’s the only tool you'll need, or be able 
to use, with a bottle garden. 

Using that chopstick, gingerly scratch up tall 
mountains and deep valleys and creek beds in your 
soil mix. At this point, you might as well hide your 
eyes and grab one of the little plants you’ve destined 
for abuse. I’m not about to tell you which one to start 
with - your tree, your bush, your violet, your moss. 
No matter which one you choose, it’s going to land 
upside down, with its face in the dirt and its roots in 
the air. 

Now that you have one in hand, open your eyes 
and force it through that opening, which is not only 
too small for your hand but also too small for the 
plant. 

The next step is flipping the plant back over and 
whacking all the soil off the leaves and the sides of 
the bottle (if you can reach the sides) with your chop¬ 
stick. 

Now try digging a little hole for the roots without 
upsetting your mountains and valleys. Poke the poor 
plant around until you get it in the hole and force it 
to stand up straight Cover its now bare and injured 
roots, and re-build your mountains. 

Drop your next plant into the bottle. The soil from 
this plant is going to cascade right down on top of 
the plant you just got situated. Follow this procedure 
until all of your plants are in the bottle, and never 
believe anything you read about bottle gardens being 
simple! 

From The Dixie News, publication of the Dixie 
AVS 
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But Where Can I Grow Them? 

By Ruth Coulson 

From her E-Newsletter - The African Violet Way 


Many people think in terms of a windowsill for 
houseplants, especially African violets. In my ex¬ 
perience, the windowsills in most houses are not 
wide enough for a mature, flowering African vio¬ 
let. It is the place to start, though. But when you 
nin out of windowsills, or the plants grow too 
large, what then? 

First, you need to give some thought to the con¬ 
ditions that African violets really need to grow and 
flower properly. Here are five things that I thought 
of to help decide w'here to grow' African violets. 
There well may be others factors. These are in no 
particular order. 

Temperature - probably you would not put 
your African violets in the hottest area of your 
house (unless you live in an extra cold climate and 
need the hottest spot to keep the plants happy). 
Not in the very coldest spot either (unless you live 
in an excessively hot climate and need that cold 
spot so the plants don’t show heat stress). 

African violets are said to do best at a tempera¬ 
ture range of 168°C/61°F to 25°C/77°F, but 1 find 
they will tolerate greater extremes than that. In 
fact, they will often even thrive in conditions out¬ 
side that range. This might depend upon the par¬ 
ticular cultivar. Remember too, that if the plant has 
grown in particular conditions from when it was 
small, it will do better than if it is suddenly trans¬ 
ferred from a more “ideal" set of conditions to 
somewhere quite different. 

Display - If you have the chance to grow your 
African violets in an area where you spend a lot of 
time, so much the better. If it is an area where vis¬ 
itors can see them and admire, so much the better. 
And, from personal experience I can tell you that if 
you do grow them in such a space rather than 
locked away in another secluded room of the 
house, you will be much more motivated to keep 
them in tip-top condition. 

Convenience - remember the plants have to 
be watered and tended to in other ways. If it is too 
difficult to get to them, the chances are that some 


watering and grooming will be forgotten. 

When I w'as just learning to grow trailing 
African violets, 1 found they did veiy well on my 
bedroom window'-sill. That was excellent, except 
that the window was over two metres from the 
floor (around 7 feet) and was above the bed. 1 had 
to stand on the bed with water can in hand, and, 
well, spillage was frequent. I gave up that idea 
quite soon. I really needed to find another, better 
windowsill. 

Economy - Some people grow on specially 
built light stands, and some even have separate 
rooms built especially for their African violets. But 
not everyone can do that. Many of us are looking 
to get the best possible results from the least ex¬ 
penditure - at least for some part of our growing 
career. See below for some unusual and economi¬ 
cal ideas. 

Light- Light is one of the more important fac¬ 
tors. It is best if the plants receive bright light 
(bright enough to cast a sharp shadow) rather than 
direct sun and that they have this bright light for 
around ten to twelve hours per day. If the space 
you would like to grow African violets in isn’t 
bright, or can’t be lit in some way, just find another 
spot. Where there isn’t enough light, the stems will 
grow up rather than flat, and the flowers will be 
sparse or non-existent, and leaf color will be pale. 
When you feel ready to extend your hobby, you 
can think about growing using artificial light. This 
is naturally more expensive, but grows the plants 
very successfully, as well as making a real display 
point in your home. 

How do you know whether the spot you 
have selected to grow your plants is the right 
one? It’s easy. Just wait and see what the plants 
do. They will tell you if they are happy or not. If 
they grow well and flower profusely, the spot is ob¬ 
viously perfect. 

Don’t underestimate the tendency of your col¬ 
lection to grow. Not only do the plants grow larger 
and take up more space, but the numbers increase. 
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I have only known one serious grower who was 
able to set a permanent limit on the number of 
plants he grew. Most of us find ourselves having to 
cope with at least an occasional population explo¬ 
sion. It is very hard to resist the numerous beauti¬ 
ful plants that become available. You will very 
likely have to find more (and more) places to 
house your plants. No house, anywhere, has 
enough windowsills! 

Tcike the case of a lady for whom my husband 
built a stand of three shelves with lights for each 
shelf. The shelves measured approximately 1200 
mm by 600 mm (or 4 feet by 2 feet). Now that 
might seem like a lot of space - but it isn’t really! 
This lady was a new grower and said she wanted 
separate switches for each shelf so she could turn 
off any shelf that wasn’t being used. Although I 
pointed out this wasn’t really going to happen, it 
was what she wanted and thus was just what she 
got. In conversation some years later, she admitted 
that none of the lights had ever been switched off 
from the first day! In fact, she went on to acquire 
many more light stands and grew wonderful plants 
that became a great hobby for her. 

So, granted, that you are likely to have many 
more plants than you have at present, how can 
you accommodate the "overflow"? A house has 
only a limited number of windows, so you may 
have to stop relying on them to light your African 
violets. Don’t forget the bright area below a sky¬ 
light, by the way. 

Can you grow plants in a porch or 
verandah? That will entirely depend upon the cli¬ 
mate. You will need a cool aspect in a wann cli¬ 
mate. In a temperate climate, they might get far 
too cold in winter at night. Remember the temper¬ 
ature requirements of the plants. Keep in mind you 
need to think about the minimum temperature 
overnight and the maximum temperature in the 
middle of the day. 

If you decide to try such an area for growing, a 
screened porch is best because African violets can 
be attacked by any outside bugs around: caterpil¬ 
lars, aphids, grass hoppers, etc. 

Can you grow African violets in the gar¬ 
den? It has been done, and clearly it will depend 
upon the climate. Even then, the open garden is 


probably not a long-term solution of what to do 
with excess plants. I would resist putting any plant 
I wanted in the open garden. 

So if they can’t really be grown outdoors 
in a temperate climate, where can they be 
grown? Here are some ideas. 

Indoors: When you run out of places with good 
natural light, do think about growing on a light 
stand. These can be any size that works for you, 
your space, and the lights you can get. You can 
have a single-shelf unit that you put on a table top 
or something of the sort, or up to a four-tier stand 
with lights on all shelves. The lights have normally 
been fluorescent tubes, but now the possibility of 
LED lights should make it much less expensive to 
grow by artificial light. A light stand can light up 
the darkest corner of the house, can be put in a 
basement (in places where basements exist!) or in 
many other parts of the average home. 

There is an article in the May/June 2014 issue 
of the African Violet Magazine (African Violet So¬ 
ciety of America) called “Closet Violets" that de¬ 
scribes an instance of growing African violets 
inside a closet. I heard of someone who converted 
an old wardrobe into a light stand, and I know 
people who have turned part, or all, of their garage 
over to growing African violets. Of course, when 
your children grow up and leave home, there is the 
possibility of a whole room not being used for any¬ 
thing else! 

Outdoors: Where temperatures can be con¬ 
trolled appropriately, some people have used a sep¬ 
arate small outbuilding. This is especially 
economical if some of the roof is a transparent ma¬ 
terial to let in enough light for some violets with¬ 
out having to run artificial lighting. One grower I 
have known had a small area, a pathway really, 
between his house and his external garage. 

He roofed over the top with polycarbonate 
sheeting, filled in the ends, installing a door in one 
end. Everything was painted white to maximize 
light reflection and fairly nanow shelves were in¬ 
stalled along one side. There wasn’t enough space 
for shelves on both sides. Of course, even in a mild 
climate this became a little too cold in winter, but 
still many, many great African violets came out of 
that small area over the years. 
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Twenty years or so ago, we found out that you 
could grow very well outdoors in polystyrene 
boxes (the sort in which broccoli comes to the gro¬ 
cer}')- Although the polystyrene is thick and a 
good insulator, it is semi-transparent, allowing 
enough light through to keep plants going for 
some time. The polystyrene is not water tight, 
though, so beware if you try using them indoors. 
I used some of these myself for a while when 1 had 
a serious over-population problem. 1 think it is best 
for small plants in small pots. If they are well wa¬ 
tered but not necessarily dripping, they can be 
placed in the boxes, in the sun where the plants 
will continue in good condition for many weeks. 
They don’t grow very much, but they do stay 
healthy. 


Another grower took the use of these boxes to 
extremes, stacking them four and five high in his 
back garden. He made holes in the sides to allow 
more light in. To keep bugs out, he covered the in¬ 
side of the holes with fly-mesh. These “towers" 
were tied together strongly so they didn’t blow 
away, the polystyrene boxes being very light¬ 
weight. They proved excellent for small plants and 
propagation. 

So never, never say you have nowhere to 
put African violets. They are very easily accom¬ 
modated and very adaptable. You probably already 
have some ideas of your own, and your favorite 
handyman can probably make these a reality, or at 
least make some suggestions. 
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Coming Events... 

May 1 & 2 - PENNSYLVANIA 

AVS of Springfield, PA 
Annual Judged Show/Sale 
Springfield Mall 
1250 Baltimore Pike 
Springfield, PA 19064 
Sales: 5/1: Noon - 9pm 
5/2: 10am - 9pm 
5/3: 11am - 4pm 
Exhibit: 5/2 -1pm - 9pm 
5/3 - 11am - 4pm 
Leslie Swezey, (484) 477-7535 
hswezey@gmail.com 
Alice Dulaney (610) 356-7459 
adulaney@verizon.net 

May 2 - BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Vancouver AV& Gesneriad 
Society 

Annual Show/Sale 
Floral Hall, VanDusen Garden 
5251 Oak St, Vancouver, BC 
lpm - 4pm 

Iain James • jhoya02@shaw.ca 

May 2 - CALIFORNIA 

So. California Council & 

Burbank & Montrose AVS 
Judged Show/Sale 
May 2 - 10am - 4pm 
Descanso Gardens, 1418 
Descanso Drive 

(Van de Kamp Hall) La Canada 
Flintridge, CA 
susaneyraud@yahoo.com 
www.burbankafricanviolets. 
weebly.com 

Admission fee to the gardens, 
Free Show and parking 

May 2 &3- ILLINOIS 

Glenview/North Shore AVS 
Sale/Display/Educational Exhibit 
Botanic Garden, Glencoe 
Both Days: 10am - 4:30pm 
Parking $20 for Non-members 
Info: (847) 729 - 1690 


May 2 &3-OHIO 

North Coast Gesneriad & AV 
Club 

Annual Judged Show/Sale 
Cleveland Botanical Garden 
Cleveland, Ohio 
May 2: Noon - 5pm 
May 3: Noon - 5pm 
Admission to Garden required 
Penny Johnson (440) 286-8235 
kritterfeeder@hotmail.com 

May 2 & 3 - NEW JERSEY 

Garden State AV Club 
64th Annual Judged Show/Sale 
Mercer County Community Col¬ 
lege 

1200 Old Trenton Rd 
West Windsor, NJ 
May 2: Noon to 4pm 
May 3: 11am to 3pm 
www. princetonol. com/groups/ 
GSAVC 

Paula Bal (732) 771-7117 
GSAVCmail@gmail.com 
Free Admission 

May 2 &3 -WISCONSIN 

Oshkosh Violet Society 
Annual Judged Show/Sale 
St. Jude the Apostle Church Hall 
531 Knapp St., Oshkosh, WI 
May 2: 10am - 4:30pm 
May 3: 11:30am - 3pm 
Kevin Degner (920)426-3764 
kevin_degner@sbcglobal. net 

May 2 &3-NEW YORK 

AV & Gesneriad Societyof WNY 
Judged Show/Sale 
May 2 - Noon - 6pm 
May 3 -10am - 4pm 
Galleria Mall, Galleria Drive 
Cheektowaga, NY 
Contact: Judy O’Neil 
716-662-9434 


May 2 & 3 - ILLINOIS 

Glenview/North Shore AVS 
Sale/Display/Educational Exhibit 
May 2 & 3 - Botanic Garden, 
Glencoe 

Both Days: 10am - 4:30pm 
Parking $20 for Non-garden 
Members 

Info: (847) 729 - 1690 

May 8 & 9 - MARYLAND 

Baltimore AV & Gesneriad Club 
Annual Judged Show/Sale 
The Shope at Kenilworth 
800 Kenilworth Drive 
Towson, MD 
5/8: Show Opens at lpm 
Sales: 9am - 5pm 
5/9: Show & Sales 9am - 5pm 
Shirley Huffman 
(301)854-2021 
bshufffnan2@aol.com 

June 27 - TEXAS 

First AVS of Denton 

10th Annual Summer Workshop 

1114 West University Dr. 

Denton, TX 76201 

Hours: 11:00 am - 3:30 pm 

Linda TUmer (940) 387-5436 

texasblackcow@yahoo.com 
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Wicking: My Way 

By Steve Kerr, President of the Toronto AVS 


Growing our favorite African violets and their 
cousins, the Gesneriads, in our homes is often a 
challenging endeavor. I live in an apartment and 
have no control over the temperature in my own 
unit! When I first moved here about a year ago, I 
just could not keep up with the watering, and my 
plants suffered greatly for it. With my work sched¬ 
ule, it just simply was unfeasible to water my plant 
collection two times a week, so 1 spent some time 
researching and talking with other members and 
growers online to learn more about wicking. 

Wicking plants is a method where those plants 
that are wicked are constantly in contact with a 
water source, which exists in some sort of reser¬ 
voir, and is drawn up into the soil through the fiber 
of the wick. Through wicking 1 have found that 
many of my plants can last at least a week, with 
many lasting up to two weeks depending upon the 
size of the reservoir between waterings. 1 would 
like to take you through my process of wicking so 
that you too can develop your own method. 

I recently acquired this Streptocarpus ‘Iced 
Canadian Sunset’. 

Because I use the 
same technique of 
wicking for both 
Streptocarpus and 
African violets, this is 
the plant I will use to 
demonstrate wicking. The plant came to me in a 
4” pot and I will be potting it up into a 5” azalea (or 
shallow) pot. 

FIRST THINGS FIRST 

The most important thing to consider when 
wicking your plants is the potting mix you will use. 
For my purposes, I like to use a mix which is just 

under fifty percent 
perlite. It is neces¬ 
sary to use such a 
light mix to ensure 
that the roots of your 
plant will continue to 
have access to oxy¬ 







gen. Any mix that is heavier than fifty percent peat 
will often lead to root rot and eventually plant 
death. The second consideration is your wicking 
material. I use an acrylic yam. I first cut the yam 
into the length I need; often a 5’’- 6" length of yam 
will be enough. I then pre-soak the wick in a bowl 
with 1-2 drops of dish soap. The small amount of 
dish soap is not toxic 
to the plants and acts 
as a wetting agent to 
help draw the water 
up the wicks once 
you place them in the 
reservoir. 

Once the wick is wet, I draw it through one of 
the drainage holes until I have approximately one 
inch of wick, which overhangs the top of the pot. 

The amount of wick left 
trailing at the bottom of the 
pot depends upon the size of 
reservoir you use. It can be 
two inches for shallow or 
four inches for a deep reser¬ 
voir. I then hold my thumb 
tile I fill 3/4 "-1” of perlite at 
the bottom of the pot. This perlite aids in ensuring 

that there will be 
proper air circulation 
for the roots. 

I then place a thin 
'A" layer of my pot¬ 
ting mix on top of the 
perlite and lay the 
wick down on top of 
the mix. I then proceed to pot up the plant as I 
normally would; centering it 
in the pot and topping it up 
with potting mix. 

An important step, espe¬ 
cially when repotting larger 
plants, is to ensure that they 
are properly secured and 
will not dislodge from the 
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H pot. For this 

Streptocarpus , I had 
to both lightly stake 
it and pin it into the 
pot. I make my own 
pins with wire which 
I bend to shape and 
then use by pushing 
each end into the 


soil on either side of the plant. In most cases, the 



pins and stakes can be removed in a couple of 
weeks, once the plant has recovered. Once you 
have secured the plant, it is important to water it 
from the top all the way through until water is run¬ 
ning out the bottom, and all of the soil is mois¬ 
tened. Without this step, the wick could dty out 
and will not draw water up into the mix. Place 
your plant on the reservoir with water, and you are 
growing to show! 

Important Tips: 

For the first few waterings, use unfertilized 
water. 

Experiment with 1 -2 plants in your conditions, 
so you can find a method that works for you. 

Once eveiy other month, it is important to top- 


water your plants to run-through. This removes 
toxic fertilizer buildup, which can occur. 

Remember a wick is not foolproof. It could dry 
out for no reason, and if you are not checking your 
plant room every few days, you may lose a fa¬ 
vorite variety. 

Whatever rate you mix your fertilizer, it should 
be l A to 'A the strength of plants which are not 
wicked because wicked plants not only have con¬ 
stant access to water but also to fertilizer (exces¬ 
sive fertilizer could cause root bum). 

Does wicking work? Not for every single plant, 
but most of the plants currently on reservoirs in 
my plant room develop root systems like the 
Kohleria ‘Snakeskin.’ As you can see, you don't 



need to break the bank buying fancy containers to 
wick your plants; yogurt containers make excel¬ 
lent reservoirs! 


This article first appeared in the October 2014 
issue of the The African Violet Sheet, newsletter 
of the Toronto AVS, and the Empire Violet 
Magazine, Official Publication of the New York 
State AVS. 


Too Much Light - What to Look For 

By Pauline Bartholomew • From her Book, Growing to Show 


The center of the plant will start producing 
smaller curled, or knotted leaves, looking much 
like those with cyclamen mite damage. 

The leaf color will become lighter and 
bleached-looking. The edges may even start to 
dry out. 

The shape of the leaf may change, causing or¬ 
dinarily flat leaves to curl down around the pot, or 
cupped leaves to flatten out. 


Leaves with a red reverse may show a more 
intense coloration. It may also cause “birthmark¬ 
ing” (red splotches) on some leaves. 

Variegated leaves may turn solid green. 

If your plant shows these characteristics, tty 
moving it toward the end of the tubes or lower 
light location. A simple test for tight centers is to 
place a thin tissue over the center of the plant for 
several days to see if growth improves. 
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The Adventure of a Book: Part 1 

By Francine Pilon 


After the release of the book Saintpaulia, the 
History and the Origins of African Violet 
several ftiends and relatives in the African violets 
world asked me to tell them stories about the ad¬ 
ventures of my research. Some found certain 
events so interesting that they suggested 1 write a 
book on “The Adventure of the Saintpaulia Book." 
This was undoubtedly one of the most exciting ad¬ 
ventures in my life, and it lasted fourteen years, 
but like any good project that respects itself, there 
were also painful times and unpleasant encounters. 
That is why 1 opted for an article rather than a book 
where I can allow myself to tell only a few good 
moments, sending the bad to oblivion. 

It was in 1992 that my passion for violets 
began. During the second year, I acquired my first 
African violet trailer "Cherokee 'frail,” as well as my 
first species, S. pendula. Literally spellbound by the 
trailing varieties and species, 1 tried as best 1 could 
at the time to find information on these two types 
of plants, but without success. Very few' members 
in the violet amateur clubs grew these plants with 
a certain wild look. Finding no reference to help me 
cultivate these plants better, 1 decided to start 
writing a book on the subject. Writing being my 
first passion, 1 experienced no difficulty in getting 
to work. 

At first, the book was to only address the sub¬ 
ject of trailing African violets. A little later, when 
my local club noticed my passion for the species, I 
was asked to give a lecture on the genus Saint¬ 
paulia. This 1 did with eagerness. My initial re¬ 
search for this presentation was surprising to say 
the least, and triggered in me a new passion, a pas¬ 
sion for Africa. During these early researches, I re¬ 
alized that the African violet trailer varieties were 
much closer to their ancestors than all other hy¬ 
brids currently known. It is at this point that I de¬ 
cided to include in my book a chapter entirely 
dedicated to these beautiful plants from this one 
country, with lands of blood, which contains treas¬ 
ures unknown to this day, and unfortunately, 
which will not have time to be discovered at the 


speed where man destroys everything in his path. 

The beginning of my first inquiries was difficult 
to say the least, since 1 did not owm a computer. 
The few Internet searches that I could do at my 
place of work did not give much information. The 
first few correspondences w'ere made by regular 
mail. So you can imagine the speed at which I pro¬ 
gressed. Real snail’s pace. From a dozen letters sent 
everywhere in the world, 1 received only one re¬ 
sponse from an organization working to protect the 
environment in Africa. I received a copy of their 
publication and a very short letter expressing their 
interest for my book project. Seeing a door open fi¬ 
nally, I replied to their letter requesting more infor¬ 
mation on the composition of the lands of origin of 
the African violet, and the causes of deforestation 
in Africa, and the scope on the environment. Un¬ 
fortunately, I received no other communication 
from this organization. During my research, 1 
quickly realized that 1 had touched a nerve and 
probably a taboo subject, even among organiza¬ 
tions dedicated to the protection of this fragile en¬ 
vironment. But this did not disturb any of my 
passion for w'riting and probing. Quite the contrary! 

During the second year of my research, I had 
acquired my first computer. It took me another two 
years before falling on the first serious contact in 
Kenya, Professor D.U. Bellstedt, who later put me 
in touch with Dr. B. Bytebier. After four years of 
fruitless searching, the adventure finally began in 
earnest. The answers to my many questions, 
documents, and other contacts provided by Dr. 
Bytebier finally gave me something to start my 
book project. 

From my side, I continued to seek information 
where I could on the lands of origin of the violet, 
the causes of deforestation, and the impact it has 
on the natural environment of our favorite little 
plant. Once again, I found documentation that pus¬ 
hed my work forward. 

I discovered with astonishment that the plant 
most sold in the world had been added in 1986 by 
the International Union for Conservation of Nature 
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and Natural Resources, to the list of the twelve 
most-endangered plant species on our planet. How 
could this robust plant listed on the highest level of 
sales charts find itself in such a precarious situa¬ 
tion? More reasons to continue my research and 
give my book a new mandate: to raise awareness 
of the urgent need to cultivate the species to en¬ 
sure their survival. 

One of the first contacts that Dr. Bytebier gave 
me was also one of the most exciting. It was Mr. 
Fullert, the great-grand-son of Baron Walter von St 
Paul. Following the first contact with Mr. Fullert, I 
received a lovely letter from his daughter, Petra. 
Since her father, Mr. Fullert, speaks only German, 
Petra agreed to translate the correspondence bet¬ 
ween her father and I. 

The first letter was accompanied by archives of 
the St. Paul family. You can imagine my excitement 
when I opened the large envelope from Germany: 
photos of the Baron and several other archives. 
These documents were in German, so I found so¬ 
meone to help me with the translation. This was 
relatively easy, despite the challenge. A friend of a 
friend, of German origin did the translation with 
pleasure. In fact, the research needed for this book 
that lasted fourteen years, as I mentioned earlier, 
was done with ease. 

Dr. Jeff Smith was another important contact I 
found a few years later. His kindness, patience, the 
interest he brought to the project, as well as the 
time he devoted to answering my questions, were 
highly valued. The day I asked him if he wanted to 
write the words on the back cover of the book, his 
answer surprised me greatly. Not that he accepted, 
but rather the way he accepted. He answered with 
great, and even disconcerting humility. He told me 
how he was touched that I thought of him to write 
the word, and he accepted it with joy. I still re¬ 
member the feeling I had while reading his words. 

I even had to read it several times to make note of 
what he said. I said, “Touched, he is touched,"... 
but what is he saying? It is I who is touched that he 
accepts my request. After all, it is he who is known 
and respected in the circle of the African violet 
while I am still a complete unknown to many. In 
addition, with all the time he had given me during 
the four good years of my research, I was extre¬ 


mely touched by his humility and kindness. 

My research led me to travel almost everywhere 
in the world via the Internet. China, Germany, 
Japan, Kenya, Norway, Peru, South Africa, Swe¬ 
den, Switzerland, Tanzania, and the United States. 
What exciting encounters! People who kindly and 
willingly agreed to provide me with the documen¬ 
tation I needed and gave me permission to use their 
incredible photos. 

I remember one of these very particular meet¬ 
ings: Dr. Charlotte Lindqvist. It took me two years 
before I could reach her. At first, I asked Dr. Smith 
if he had an email address for her. I already knew 
he had met her in the past. He told me he had lost 
track of her a few years ago, but if I ever found her, 
he would like to have her email because he was 
very interested in Dr. Lindqvist's work. 

Dr. Lindqvist is one of these people who con¬ 
tributed to the genetic study on the new classifica¬ 
tion of the genus Saintpaulia. Every spare 
moment, I typed her name on the Internet trying to 
find a place to send an email. But each time, it was 
like she was a step ahead of me. Then one day, on 
a site of the University of Oslo, I saw her picture 
and the date conesponded to the year 2007.1 sent 
her a message and two days later, I received an an¬ 
swer. Just as enthusiastic as me with the book proj¬ 
ect, she offered to send me documentation and 
allowed me to use her famous photo of S. pusilla. 
It was one of the most enjoyable discussions I had. 

The exchange with the Dr. Svein T. Baatvik, Di¬ 
rectorate for Nature Management, Norway, was ex¬ 
tremely courteous and pleasant. He provided 
specific documentation on the species S. goetzeana 
and also gave me permission to use some of his 
photos of the species in question. When I took the 
decision to include a chapter in the book devoted 
entirely to the species of this genus, I could not 
imagine writing a book on this subject without pic¬ 
tures representing these beautiful wild plants in 
their natural environment. It was important for me 
to be able to show the public the importance of act¬ 
ing to safeguard the environment at risk. Dr. 
Baatvik is one of those who understood the issue. 

Editor’s Note: Look for Part 2, of “The 
Adventure of a Book," in the July/August 2015 
issue of the African Violet Magazine. 
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Carnivorous plants as helpful 
African violet neighbors 

By Rachel W. Martin 


Carnivorous plants (CPs) have a reputation for 
being exotic and difficult to grow, but some of these 
fascinating and useful plants are readily grown 
under the same conditions as African violets, with 
just a little bit of attention to their cultural require¬ 
ments. Many African violet growers also grow 
companion plants that have similar cultivation 
requirements. Plants that fill this role often include 
other gesneriads such as Streptocarpus, Petrocos- 
mea cultivars, or other relatively low-light orna¬ 
mental plants such as rex begonias. Here I will 
focus on two types of CPs that make suitable com¬ 
panion plants, pygmy drosera (sundews) and 
Mexican pingiculas (pings). Both types can help 


Drosera scorpioides, growingjrom gemmae 
control small flying insects such fungus gnats in 
the growing area, as well as occasional thrips com¬ 
ing in from outside. (Disclaimer: serious insect in¬ 
festations, e.g. established populations of thrips or 
those picked up from a plant show, should be 
treated with insecticide.) These types were chosen 
because they are attractive, they can produce flow¬ 
ers, and they are not difficult to grow with minor 
modification of African violet-friendly conditions. 
Furthermore, although Mexican pings and pygmy 
sundews both experience some form of winter dor¬ 
mancy, they do not completely die back as do 
some other types of CPs, making their condition 
easier to assess and providing interest all year long. 


Summer pygmy drosera jungle 
Like all CPs, pings and pygmy drosera elevate their 
flowers on vety long stems to avoid eating their 
pollinators. The effect is vety dramatic, with rela¬ 
tively large, delicate flowers held high above the 
tiny plants. 

Pinguiculas, whose Latin name means “little 
greasy one" are rosette-shaped plants with flypa¬ 
per trap carnivorous leaves covered in oily-looking 
mucilage. Pings can be classified into two horticul¬ 
tural types, temperate and tropical. Temperate 
pings go dormant in the winter, dying back to a 
small green bud or hibemaculum from which they 
re-emerge in the spring. Many tropical pings (e.g. 
P. moranensis and P. esseriana) do not fully hi¬ 
bernate, but instead form a compact rosette with 


A cluster of P. moranensis 
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A, flowering Mexican pinguicula hybrid 
thick, succulent leaves. During their winter resting 
period, these tropical pings are not carnivorous, do 
not need to be fed, and require much less water 
than during the warmer months. Others, such as P. 
gigantea, remain fully "awake" and carnivorous 
throughout the year. Pings can be propagated from 
leaves or by removing suckers from an established 
plant, just like African violets. 

Pygmy Drosera are tiny Australian sundews 


Pinguicula moranensis, summerform 
(typical size -0.75” diameter) that experience their 
most active growth during the wet season from fall 
through spring and slow down in the summer. 
They are somewhat more difficult to grow than 
pings because they need more light and are more 
discerning about their water quality. They can be 
grown on a sunny windowsill and moved to visit 
the African violets during fungus gnat infestations, 
or if they are grown on light stands with artificial 
lights, they can be elevated to within a few inches 
of the lights. Drosera can be propagated by leaf 
cuttings, although not by sticking the petiole in the 


soil like we do with African violets; place the leaf 
flat on wet CP soil mix, sticky side up. New plants 
will emerge from the leaf surface. However, prop¬ 
agation from gemmae is faster and easier. During 
the fall and winter, the center of each plant forms 
a cluster of gemmae, which are modified leaves. 
Mechanically disturbing the gemmae causes them 
to shoot off in a random direction, in search of a 
new place to root. Gemmae can be shared with 
friends by mailing them wrapped in wet paper 
towel inside a ziplock bag. If they are placed on 


pygmy sundewflower, held above plant 

damp soil (not buried), the gemmae will sprout 
new plants within about 2-3 weeks. 

All CPs live in nutrient-poor soils and take in 
the nitrogen required for making chlorophyll and 
other molecular building blocks primarily through 
their leaves. The ones discussed here do well in a 
mix of 50% peat and 50% horticultural sand or 
perlite. This means they should not be given any 
fertilizer in their water; it will quickly result in root 
bum and death. Indoor CPs that are not catching 


PHnguicula esseriana, winter form 


May • June 2015 


African Violet Magazine 59 














many insects on their own can be foliar fed, either 
by lightly spraying the leaves with a fertilizer de¬ 
signed for epiphytes, such as MaxSea 16-16-16, 
or by giving them blood worms, which are insect 
larvae commonly sold as fish food. CPs generally 
require water without ions or dissolved solids, 
which can be achieved using rainwater, distilled 
water, or reverse osmosis purification. However, P. 
moranensis and P. esseriana are relatively tolerant 
of less than ideal water quality. Although my hus¬ 
band and I maintain a reverse osmosis system for 


our plants, we have experimented with growing 
these two varieties outside using an automatic 
sprinkler system that directly sprays them with city 
water, and they show no ill effects. If you want to 
tty growing them without using purified water, 
both of these hardy varieties can be readily propa¬ 
gated from leaves, so 1 would recommend growing 
up a few experimental subjects using distilled water 
and then testing some of them with your tap water. 


Over-fertilizing 

By Joyce Stork 

From the AVSA Website FAQ Section 


Excessive amounts of fertilizer may result in 
changed growth in the foliage (varying from very 
tight centers to leggy, open leaf patterns). Sometimes 
excessive phosphorus can trigger extraordinary 
amounts of flowers, but there is a penalty to pay in 
burned foliage in the outer, more mature rows of 
leaves. 

Micronutrients (those trace elements that are 
often added to the major 
three in fertilizer) can wreak 
havoc when a trace element 
is also available from another 
source, resulting in a toxic 
level. One example of this 
might be when water moves 
through copper pipes (ab¬ 
sorbing some of the copper as 
it travels) and then is com¬ 
bined with a fertilizer that 
also supplies copper. The two 
may combine to create a 
toxic level in the plant tissue. 

This toxicity will commonly 
show itself by stunting the 
growth of the crown. Very 
tiny center leaves, especially 
narrow and pointed ones, 


may give the appearance that the violet is mutating 
to a miniature size. 

One of the biggest problems with over-fertilizing is 
a buildup of a variety of fertilizer salts. This salt de¬ 
posit can sometimes be seen on the hairs in the very 
center of a violet crown. It can also form a gritty de¬ 
posit on the top of the soil. It can be leached out by 
pouring clear water (an amount equal to at least the 
volume of the pot) through 
the soil ball, allowing the 
waste-water to drain 
through. If any color is noted 
in the run off water, continue 
leaching until the water 
comes out clear. 

In some cases, over-fertil¬ 
izing results in a toxic condi¬ 
tion in which there is more 
ammonia in the soil than the 
soil bacteria can process. 
Urea based fertilizers form 
ammonia (think about the 
smell of a wet diaper). When 
these fertilizers are over ap¬ 
plied, or when the soil bacte¬ 
ria are underactive, the result 
will be ammonium toxicity. 
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At the Peak of Violetry 



\ 

O 


103 Downing Place 
Apex, North Carolina 27502 

(IH- ( /o not have a retail location. Mail/Web Orders Only) 

919-362-0530 libbic(&blucbirdgrecnhousc.com 


Mail Order: 

Buckeye Violets, 

7132 Shurtz Rd 
Middletown, OH 45042 
(513)425-0308 


Buckeye Violets 

Leaves Only 
New Buckeye’s * Cajun's * 
Jolly’s * Jerseys 

2015 color catalog $3.00 
USA/S5.00 others 


Order 3 ways: 

2015 Catalog/Buckeyeviolets.com/Mail Order 

01 Like us on Facebook. Search 

www.facebook.com/groups/Buckeve African Violets 


www.buckeyeviolets.com 
Email: pat.hancock@hughes.net 


Paypal accepted 


JoS Violets 

African Violets, Epicias, and more 
www. j osviolets.com or 
send stamped envelope 
2205 College Dr Victoria, TX 77901 

(361) 575-1344 josviolets@yahoo.com 






• Unique soiless blend of coir, 
sphagnum, hydrocks and vermiculite. 
Rated #/ in tests. 

• 'Wick Mix' also available. 

Contact Us for a FREE CATALOG 


- Oyama Pots 

- Wick Saucers 

- AgroSun Light 
Bulbs 

- Self-watering Pots 

- Urea-free Fertilizer 

- Leaf Rings 


440-357-0022 • www.VioletSupply.com 



The Planter Depot 

Oyama Self Watering Planters 
African Violet Growing Supplies 


Oyama Planters 
Leaf Support Rings 
Soil-less Wicking Mix 
Fertilizer 

Pest Control Products 
Growing Supplies 


Sharon Rosenzweig 
Framingham, MA 
508-877-8076 
email: avDlanters@comcast.net 
website: www.avplanters.com 


e-mail: avseeds@yahoo.com NadeauAfricanVioletSeeds.com 

Hello. We sell five kinds of African violet seeds: 

Standard: Plants 9-15 inch diam. at maturity, all-green foliage, flowers of 
various shapes and colors; Small: 3-9 inch diam., all-green foliage, various 
bloom colors; Trailer: Sizes small to large, trailing or bushy growth habit, 
all-green foliage, various bloom colors; Variegated: Small to large, all 
with variegated foliage and various bloom colors; Fantasy: Various sizes, 
all-green foliage, around 50% of the plants have flowers with bi-color or 
fancy markings. Please visit NadeauAfricanVioletSeeds.com to see pic¬ 
tures of plants from our seeds. 

The number of seeds per packet (>100) varies and is sufficient to pro¬ 
duce at least 25 plants. AV seeds germinate best on a particular soilless 
mix. We sell 1-cup bags of it, $0.95 per bag. Use 1 cup in a small container 
or as 1/2-inch surface layers on top of your regular mix to sow seeds in 
several containers. Instructions included. GRonn- <£, f/?atJS"AtrJs'atfcau 

**We cannot ship Germination mix to other countries** _ 


Phone 9am-lpm only. 
Central time 314-716-2904. 

How to Order 
Orders can be placed online 
(discount), or by phone/credit 
card, or by mailing us your 
order and check. Prices per 
pkt of 100+ seeds: Standard, 
Small, and Trailer $7.95; Fan¬ 
tasy, 8.95; Variegated, 9.95. 
Germination mix, (see facing 
page) $0.95 each. Flat rate 
USPS 1st Class post, $3.45. 

Nadeau AVS 
9766 Grandview Drive 
St Louis, MO 63132. 
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The Association for 
plant & flower 
people who grow in 
hobby greenhouses 
and windows! 

Quarterly Magazine 

Growing & Maintenance 
Help & Advice 

Hobby Greenhouse Association 

8 Glen Terrace, Bedford, MA 01730-2048 

Dues: USA $19 (Canada and Mexico, $21 US funds/MO) 
($22 Overseas, US funds/MO) 

Sample magazine $3.50 
Directory of Greenhouse Manufacturers $2.50 



Save the Wild Saintpaulia 

1 Will the JViU African Violet S uruive? 

"Y * T"ild Sain tpaulia species are lound only in a very 
yy limited habitat in a bandiul ot mountain and 
coastal rainforests known by scientists as die Eastern Arc. 
M ucb ol tbe Arc rainforests have been destroyed by 
man. 

The African Rainforest Conservancy 
is preserving and regenerating the Saintpaulia habitat. 
You can play a critical role. 

SSo .oo - Contributor 
Sioo.oo - Raiiki (Friend) 

S 200 . OO - Nduju (C omrade) 

*$000.00 - Bvana au Bibi (Patron) 

Si,ooo.oo MJiifadi (Conservator) 

$o, ooo.oo Aleri (Guardian) 

Donations are Tax Deductible made to: 

African Rainforest Conservancv ' S 6 o Broadwav, Suite 202 
New York, NY 10012 


PHYSAN 20- Controls 
African Violet 
Pathogens. 

• Controls algae on mats, wicks, 
reservoirs, trays, pots, benches, 
and work surfaces. 

• Controls damping off on 
seedlings and plants. 

• Controls crown rot, powdery 
mildew, botrytis. 

• Controls disease spread by 
disinfecting tools. 


Let those pesky visitors know they’re 
not wanted. Take control with 

PHYSAN 20. 

Maril Products 
15421 Red Hill Ave., Ste D 
Tustin, CA 92780 
800-546-7711 
www.physan.com 




The Violet Showcase 

now offers Growing Supplies 
-On line or by mail: 

www.violetshowcase.com 
-and at my Ebay store: violetshowcase 
(303) 204-5937 






!!!"# 


Achimenes, Aeschynanthus, Chirita, Columned, Drymonia, Episcia, 
Kohleria, Nematanthus, Petrocosmea, Sinningia, Streptocarpus... These 
and many other gesneriads are the perfect companions for your African 
violets. 


Purchase our 56-page manual “How to Know and Grow Gesneriads” for US$10 postpaid anywhere, or join The 

Gesneriad Society for one year for US$25 in USA, US$30 elsewhere. Go to www.gesneriadsociety.org or send check or credit 
card number with expirations date and CVV code to The Gesneriad Society, Dept AVM, PMB 637, 1122 E Pike Street, 
Seattle, WA 98122 USA. New members receive a copy of “How to Know and Grow Gesneriads,” two back issues and the 
next four quarterly issues of our journal Gesneriads , a package of mixed gesneriad seeds, access to the world’s largest source 
of gesneriad seed, and many other benefits. 
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INDOOR GARDENING SUPPLIES 

www.indoorqardensupplies.com 


* FULL LINE OF INDOOR GARDENING PRODUCTS# 

PLANT TRAYS, LIGHTED PLANT STANDS, PLANT LIGHTS 
PEST CONTROL METERS, TIMERS, VATTEX & MORE! 


ALL PRICES HERE INCLUDE 
SHIPPING & HANDLING 

VISA, MC, DISCOVER 
& CHECKS ACCEPTED 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO 
VIEW FULL PRODUCT LINE 

MI RESIDENTS ADD 
6% SALES TAX 


G44A $417.50 

4 SHELVES, 4 TRAYS 
WS LAMPS INCLUDED 



40WS 

40 WATT T12 LAMPS 
WIDE SPECTRUM 
6 =$ 50.87 
12 =$ 85.26 
24 =$ 159.97 
48 =$ 303.32 
FREE CATALOG 


800-823-5740 

k PO BOX 527-AV / 

4 2-LAMP 20 WATT FIXTURESXDEXTER MI 48130/ 4 2-LAMP 40 WATT FIXTURES 


G4AP2 $743.82 

4 SHELVES, 16 TRAYS 
WS LAMPS INCLUDED 



OUT OF AFRICA 

Blooming African Violets, Streptocarpus, Episcia, 
Kohleria, and other Gesneriads 
Gary S. Mikita 2842 Brown St. 

(219) 763-4861 Portage, IN 46368 

Send $2 for Catalog 

Garys-Out-of-Africa.com garymikita@cs.com 


Dandy Pots 

Attractive and effective self-watering pots 
12 colors, 3 sizes 

DandyPot.com thepeacockcottage@gmail.com 

P.O. Box 2126 (352) 625-6467 

Springs, FL 34489 



African Violet Society of Canada 

Join AVSC & become a part of an 
international network of growers 


Receive Chatter, our quarterly magazine 

For more information contact: Laurel Goretsky 
32 Scimitar Point NW, Calgary AB CANADA 
Email: laurel @goretsky.ca Tel. (403) 241-8300 
USA/International membership is only $$22.50 per year 
www.avsc.ca 




STEVE AND DONNA TURNER 
PHONE 734-285-5560 
SOUTHGATE, MICHIGAN 


ANNOUNCING OUR NEW WEBSITE 
WWW.STARZNSTREPS.COM 



1 tyr ♦jp' 
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■Support AVSA whenyou shop! 


amazon 

w--———/ 

Did you know that Amazon now has a program for 
shoppers to designate a charity of their choice, and 
Amazon will contribute a portion of every dollar you 
spend? Here's an easy way to support the African 
Violet Society of America at NO EXTRA COST TO YOU! 

Just go to www.avsa.org and follow 
the Amazon Smile directions under 
<NEWS> to learn more and sign up! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 


African Violets & Gesneriads 

"Sinningia Heaven" - Home of the Ozark series 
"It's a sin not to own a Sinningia!" 

Dave's Violets Ph: (417) 887-8904 

1372 S. Kentwood Ave. Price list: S1.00 

Springfield, MO 65804 Web site: www.davesvioIets.com 


■ vihHii Lyon 

Greenhouses, Inc. 

PO Box 249 Dolgeville, NY 13329 
14 Mutchler Street (for GPS users) 

“Where The Violets Arel» 

Quafity hybrids since 1954 

African Violets, 
Aeschynanthus, 
Chiritas, Codonanthe, 
Columneas, 

Episcias, Kohlerias, 
Nematanthus, 
Orchids, Petrocosmeas, 
Rex Begonias, Streptocarpus, 
other assorted Gesneriads, 
and SO much more! 

Our greenhouses are open year round. 
No appointments necessary! 

Call for hours! Phone (315) 429 8291 

Visit our website at: 

www. lyndon lyon .com 



Travis^iolets 

P. O. BOX 42 OCHLOCKNEE, GA. 31773 


Phone: 1-229-574-5167 
1-229-574-5236 
Fax: 1-229-574-5605 
E-mail: tviolets@aol.com 
http://travisviolets.com 

NEW 2015 SHIPPING SEASON! 

3 FREE VIOLETS!!! 

Order now and get 3 FREE violets, our choice. Min. order for this offer is 12 plants (Not including Specials). 

Send $2 for our CURRENT CATALOG. New and older varieties of African violets from the leading hybridizers, featuring 

TRAVIS’ VIOLETS, LYONS, ROBS, REBELS, BUCKEYES, SORAS, PITTMANS and others. 

TYv our SUPER SPECIAL -12 Husky Starters, all different - $60.00 Postpaid, all plants our choice. 

THIS SPECIAL WILL SHIP NOW AND WITH A HEAT PACK IF NEEDED FOR 
winter SHIPPING (does not include free plant offer). We accept: VISA, MASTERCARD & DISCOVER (Min. $30 order) 

Greenhouse Open 7 days a week (please call first) 

COMMERCIAL MEMBER: AVSA AND DAVS_ 
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Looking for Orchid 
Information? Log On! 


AMERICAN 

ORCHID 

SOCIETY 


Interact with other 
eager orchid enthusi 
asts by clicking on 
Orchid Forum at 

0 r c b i d W e b ®, 

developed especially 
as an information exchange platform for orchid grow¬ 
ers throughout the world. The American Orchid 
Society's popular web site has extensive plant-care tips, 
inspiring photographs, a calendar of orchid events 
and other helpful orchid information. 

Founded in 1921, the AOS is the world's number-one 
orchid-information source - just ask 30,000 members 
worldwide. On-site membership application is available 
along with convenient, secured shopping in The AOS 
BookShop and Orchid Emporium. 


The American Orchid Society 

Dept. AVMAG, 16700 AOS Lane 

Delray Beach, FL 33446-4351 

Telephone (561)404-2000 Fax (561)404-2100 

E-mail theAOS@aos.org Web site aos.org 


Where the passion for the violets lives 
Tina Drouin • 6920 St-Fran 9 ois N. 
Sherbrooke (Quebec) • Canada J1C 0A5 *(819) 276-0561 
email: bloomlovers@videotron.ca 
website: www.bloomlovers.com 
For a full color catalogue, please send $2 to the address above . 
I offer a VERY wide variety of African violet cuttings 
(leaves) and plugs as well as an assortment of cpiscias 
Mail order only please, no visits. 



J^and lAJorkdln 


and worKdnop 
Custom Made Award Ribbons and Rosettes 
2)auiJjon 


3 C 


941 FM 2377 
Red Oak, Texas 75154 
Fax (972)617-1198 


(972)617-1186 
email: chiefrond@aol.com 


Join 

Today! 


Cryptanthus 

The Dazzling Earth Stars 
are the perfect companion plants for your 
African violet collection requiring the 
same care. Exquisite colors, leaf shapes, 
and patterns of stripes, bars, and zig zags 
year round in every shade of the rainbow. 
Send first class stamp for cultural information 
or $3.00 for a sample of our color quarterly journal. 

THE CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY 

Carole Richtmyer - Secretary 
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive 
Spring, TX 77388 




OUR 38TH YEAR 



CAPE COD VIOLETRY 

John & Barbara Cook 

587 Shawmut Ave, New Bedford, MA 02740-4620 

Ph. (508) 993-2386 

For ORDERS - Email violets@cape.com 
For CATALOG in Adobe Acrobat Email ccviolets@msn.com or send $2.00 (refundable with order) to 

above address 

OVER 500,000 PLASTIC POTS IN STOCK FROM 1-1/2” to 8” 

Standard - Tub - Square White - Green - Terracotta 


Oyama Planters - All Sizes and Colors 

Dandy Pots 

Swift’s Moist Rites 

Wick Water Reservoirs 

Permanest Tray 

3” and 6” Clear Domes 

Labels 3”-4”-5” 

Pesticides and many other products 


Fertilizers 

Dyna-Gro - Optimara - Peters - Shultz - Others 
Growing Media 

African Violet Mix and Wicking Mix 
Vermiculite - Perlite - Peat Moss 
Physan 20 - Phyton 27 
Superthrive 


Manufacturers of ELISA’S AFRICAN VIOLET SUPPORT RINGS & J FIND RINGS 


























" Violet Bam 

10-time winner, AVSA Best New Cultivar Award 

Extensive online catalog at www.violetbam.com 


Looking for African violets? We have them! 

• Hundreds of varieties, including our award-winning "Rob's" 

and "Ma's" varieties. Like 'Rob's Ditzi Mitzi' at right. 

• Many more of the latest varieties from Russia and Ukraine 

• A large selection chimera varieties and Saintpaulia species 

Want a good deal? 10 different varieties, seller's choice, for $40* 
...specify miniature, standard, or trailing 

Looking for 'other' gesneriads? We have them too! 




We grow hundreds more of the 'violet 
relatives', including many of the latest 
like those shown here: 

Episcia Jim's Specialty' deft) 

Sinningia 'Kleopatra' (at right) 

"Seller's choice" specials: 

5 different episcias for $20* 

5 different kohleria for $20* 


You might want to try streptocarpus. We're famous for our 'Bristol's' 
hybrids. All are showy plants, easy growers and prolific bloomers, 
like Bristol's Night Light' . one of our latest, shown at right 

Our offer: 10 different streptocarpus, seller's choice, $40* 

We also have sinningia—everything from microminis to speciosa 

Many, many, other genera of gesneriads listed on our online 
catalog. We have companion plants, like begonias and hoyas, too! 



We are also THE source for miniature container and terrarium plants. These are truly miniature plants. 
See our extensive listing online. Our special: 10 different mini terrarium plants, seller's choice, $40* 



*ShioDina : April 15-October 31 via USPS priority mail. $10 per order; then add $.80 per plant 
We ship in winter too! By express mail only. Visit website for details and pricing. 

We ship anywhere (internationally), anytime - safe deliyery guaranteed! 

Find us on Facebook! Search 'Violet Barn' or go to www.facebook.com/africanviolets 

"like" us and receive all of the latest updates—new plants, growing tips, contests, and more! 


Dr. Ralph (Rob) & Olive Ma Robinson Phone: 585-374-8592 Fax: 585-374-6947 

PO Box 9, Naples, NY 14512 Open for visitors Tuesday thru Saturday, 12-5 pm 

Stay at the "Violet House" while visiting! Phone orders Monday-Saturday 12-5 pm, Web-orders anytime 
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AVSA Information 

FOR CONDUCTING BUSINESS WITHIN YOUR SOCIETY 

FOR ACCURATE SERVICE, SEND YOUR INQUIRIES TO THE CORRECT PERSON. ALWAYS INCLUDE YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS. 


AVSA OFFICE: Amy Carruth, Office Manager, 2375 
North Street, Beaumont, TX 77702, 409-839-4725; FAX 
409-S39-4329. Hours: Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 
4:00 p.m. CST. Email <avsa@earthlink.net> 

Send check payable to AVSA for new or renewable member¬ 
ship to AVSA Office, 2375 North Street, Beaumont, TX 
77702; phone 409-839-4725. Remit in U.S. dollars with 
draft or check on a USA bank. See Membership 
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I President’s Message 

( By Winston J. Goretsky, President 


32 Scimitar Point N.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T3L 2B2 Canada 


I’d barely had a chance to look after 
planting my cuttings and new plants 
from convention before I was reminded 
that this column was immediately due. 

I would like to first take the opportu¬ 
nity to express sincere thanks to the Mis¬ 
souri African Violet Council, who hosted 
the 69th Annual Convention and Show, 
in Kansas City, Missouri. There were 
many hard workers and many beautiful 
exhibits, which produced a beautiful and memorable 
time for all who were able to attend. Well done! 

If you've never attended an African violet con¬ 
vention and have been apprehensive about doing 
so in the past, please let me encourage you to take 
the step and attend in the future. I've heard so 
many "first time” attendees comment about how 
much fun they've had. If only they had begun at¬ 
tending earlier, they could have experienced this en¬ 
joyment so much sooner. It's never too late to start. 
Our next convention will be held May 29 - June 5, 
2016, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, and hosted by the Albuquerque AVC. 
We’ll all be looking forward to hearing more about 
the plans as preparations are underway. Be sure to 
visit the AVSA website and keep up to date on the 
information as it becomes available. 

The newly elected slate of Officers and Directors 
were officially installed at this past convention by 
Linda Hall and will serve AVSA over the next few 
years. I would like to welcome our new Board 
Members: Joe Bruns, Debbie Mclnnis, Carol Semrau, 
Penny Smith-Kerker, and Candice Baldwin. Board 
Members are YOUR representatives, and I would 
ask that you contact them with ideas, suggestions, 
or concerns so that we may be able to work together 
to make AVSA a relevant organization to the needs 
of our members. Welcome also to our new Officers: 
First Vice President - Richard Nicholas, Second Vice 
President - Sue Ramser, Third Vice President -Susan 
Anderson, Treasurer - Edna Rourke and Secretary - 
Mary Corondan. 


I would also like to recognize John 
Carter, our immediate Past President, for 
the leadership and guidance he provided 
during his term. Thank you, John. I'm 
sure Judy will be happy to have you back 
full time now. 

As we approach the summer months, 
it is typically a time when vacations pro¬ 
vide a chance to rest and rejuvenate our¬ 
selves. It can also be a good time to weed 
through your plant shelves and find the "top per¬ 
formers" that will earn their share of your electric¬ 
ity consumption over the next growing season. If 
you’ve tried to grow a variety, and it’s just not be¬ 
having the way you'd like it to grow in your envi¬ 
ronment, then maybe it’s time to give priority to a 
better behaving plant. You’ve heard of “downsiz¬ 
ing”, “right sizing” and may possibly have been in¬ 
volved in a marketplace decision that has left you 
forced to make new decisions. Growing plants can 
be the same way. If they don’t perform to your ex¬ 
pectations, they’re out the door! Right? Maybe 
not...have you taken all of the variables into con¬ 
sideration? Do all varieties perform exactly the 
same in all environments? I would challenge you to 
compare your growing habits and techniques with 
others and see if they have any special tips or tricks 
that you might glean from them, which could help 
you with your culture. Learning and Sharing are 
the building blocks to successful growing. Don't 
keep lessons that you’ve learned to yourself. If 
you’re a member of a local affiliate club, share your 
ideas with others. Perhaps offer to give a small talk. 
You'll be rewarded by how many people will appre¬ 
ciate your ideas. The African Violet Magazine is 
also looking for articles, so don't forget to write your 
ideas down and submit them to the Editor. Ruth 
Rumsey is always looking to publish good, reliable 
information. In the meantime, happy growing! 
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Ibtes 

Ruth Rumsey, AVM Editor 




Another convention over, and this 
one was a lot of fun! The convention 
host group did a fantastic job, the show 
was huge (as usual, the AVM photog¬ 
raphy session took hours!) and the de¬ 
sign section was very interesting. 1 had 
never been to Kansas City, and it was a 
new adventure. Wanting to try,' the bar- 
beque we’d heard so much about, sev¬ 
eral of us had dinner at a fantastic 
restaurant and really enjoyed the bar- 
beque! I won’t, out of loyalty, say it was 
better than in Texas but it sure was close! 

Our AVSA Sales Thble had a few new helpers this 
year, and many of the “experienced” workers also 
made time to help. 1 so appreciate you all, and know 
you are already looking forward to the opportunity 
to work the Sales Table in New Mexico next year! 

Out of room already in this issue. I’ll have to run 
my collage of the photos I took of various AVSA 
members in the Sept/Oct AVM. 

Our longtime Official AVM Photographer, 
Winston ]. Goretsky, is also, now, our AVSA 
President. I know he’ll do a great job; his 


dedication to this society is apparent in 
all he does. 

On the cover of this issue is the Best 
in Show Winner, Cajun’s Zydeco, 
hybridized and grown by Belinda Thi¬ 
bodeaux, of Louisiana. This beautiful 
plant was also Best Standard African 
violet and Best New Cultivar, Amateur! 

On page 16 of this issue, is the 
AVSA 2015 Vacation Guide. The guide 
will help you plan your summer trip 
across America, and visit our Commer¬ 
cial Members along the way! 

AVSA has a toll free number for our members to 
use when calling the AVSA office: (844) 400-2872. 

Please feel free to write an article for this 
magazine, and share your African violet growing 
experiences. Also, if you have photos you’d like to 
share, our members will enjoy seeing them. Please 
send them to my email address above, (or on a disk 
to the office mailing address on the inside front 
cover) and make sure that they are 500dpi, or 1 
MB in size. _ 

Have a great summer! 


Laurel Goretsky & 
Amy Carruth 


Susan & Jeri Anderson 


■ 


< 


i 


Bob Clark & Susan K. Hill 
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ce Update 

By Amy Carruth, AVSA Office Manager 


2375 North Street • Beaumont, TX 77702 
Email: avsa@earthlink.net 


Summer has arrived and we are 
settling in after a great convention in 
Kansas City, MO. The show was as 
beautiful as always and there were 
plenty of vendors to help fill your 
shelves. I would like to thank every¬ 
one that took time out of their day to 
help at the registration table. I en¬ 
joyed working with each and every 
one of you and appreciate it more 
than you know. Also, 1 would like to 
give a special thanks to Kathy Lahti, 

AVSA Convention Director, for all her hard work 
to make the convention such a success. She helps 
make everything run so smoothly and is always 
there when needed. I would also like to thank 
Linda Hall, the Kansas City Convention Chair, and 
all the volunteers for making sure the convention 
was fun for all! 

We sold two new items at the AVSA Sales 
Thble this year, and they will soon be available to 
order from the website. We brought back the 
AVSA Calendar and introduced a new AVSA neck 
wallet. Both were very popular with convention 


goers. If you have any questions 
about either of these items, please 
contact the office, and I will be happy 
to answer any questions you may 
have. 

Members: Please remember to 
keep your membership information up 
to date and renew your membership 
on time. We don't want you to miss 
an issue of the AVM. When you order 
something from our online store, please 
allow a few weeks to receive it in the mail. If you 
need something right away, you can call the of¬ 
fice (409) 839-4725, and I will be more than 
happy to get what you need to you sooner. 

Canadian Members: Due to high fees associ¬ 
ated with Postal Money Orders, we will no longer 
be able to accept them as a form of payment. 

Have a great summer, and I hope to see all of 
you at the next AVSA Convention and Show in 
Albuquerque, NM , Sunday May 29 - Sunday 
June 5, 2016! 



The login for the members section of the website: 

The username is “member” and the password is 
the last word of the President’s column in each issue 

of the magazine. 
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Morgan’s Sweet Patootie 

Exhibited by: Say eh Beheshti 
Hybridized by: C. Eros 
Miniature 


6 African Violet Magazine 


July • August 2015 


















Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


Steptocarpus \Moscow Lady’ 

Best Other Gesneriad - Commercial 
Exhibited by: Steve Turner 
Hybridized by: N. Pavliuk 
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eport 


1220 Stratford Lane • Hanover Park, IL 60133 

Email: jbruns@qwip.net 


Robert Kurzynski - Clifton, NJ 
‘Jersey Blue Moonlight’ (10735) 
02/23/2015 (R. Kurzynski) Double 
light blue hilled star/variable white 
edge. Medium green, quilted/red back. 

Standard 

‘Jersey Surprise’ (10756) 

02/23/2015 (R. Kurzynski) Single¬ 
semidouble red-purple pansy/veining on 
upper petals, wide w'hite frilled edge. Variegated 
medium green and pink, ruffled/red back. Stan¬ 
dard 


Joan Baker - Thief River Falls, MN 
‘Rivermist Flames’ (10737) 02/24/2015 0- 
Baker) Semidouble-double white and wine-red 
pansy/darker eye. Light-medium green, ovate. 

Standard 

‘Tea’s Blueberry Butterfly’ (10738) 
02/24/2015 0- Baker/S. Gallela) Semidouble¬ 
double light blue wavy star/white and yellow 
mottling. Dark green, quilted, wavy/red back. 

Standard 


J Aide Maxwell - Bossier City, LA 
f ‘Owlsee Brute’ (10739) 03/04/2015 (A. 
Maxwell) Single lavender two-tone fluted stick- 
tite pansy. Variegated medium green and 
cream, scalloped, girl foliage. Standard 
‘Owlsee Jafar’ (10740) 03/04/2015 (A. 
Maxwell) Single pale lavender frilled sticktite 
pansy/darker top petals. Variegated medium 
green, pink and beige, plain, quilted/red back. 
Standard 

‘Owlsee Spooky’ (10741) 03/04/2015 (A. 
Maxwell) Single white frilled sticktite pansy/vari¬ 
able pink blush. Variegated medium green and 
cream, plain, quilted, serrated. Large 


Belinda Thibodeaux - Patterson, LA 
‘Cajun’s Amaretto’ (10742) 03/15/2015 (B. 
Thibodeaux) Single-semidouble pink wavy 


pansy/darker top petals, raspberry 
sparkle edge. Variegated dark green, 
cream and pink, heart-shaped, ser¬ 
rated/red back. Standard 
‘Cajun’s Insanity’ (10743) 
05/15/2015 (B. Thibodeaux) Single- 
semidouble dark blue pansy/pink and 
white fantasy. Variegated medium 
green, cream and pink, heart-shaped, 
serrated/red back. Standard 

‘Cajun’s Ma Cher Amie’ (10744) 
03/15/2015 (B. Thibodeaux) Single pale pink 
wavy star/thin raspberry edge. Variegated 
medium green and cream, plain, heart-shaped, 
serrated. Standard 

‘Cajun’s Martha Nell’ (10745) 03/15/2015 
(B. Thibodeaux) Single pale pink sticktite 
pansy/thin green edge. Variegated dark green, 
cream and pink, serrated, wavy. Standard 
‘Cajun’s Simply Elegant’ (10746) 
03/15/2015 (B. Thibodeaux) Single-semidouble 
bright pink pansy. Variegated dark green, cream 
and pink, heart-shaped, quilted/red back. Stan¬ 
dard 


Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses - Dolgeville, 
NY 

‘Alexis’ Kisses’ (10747) 03/15/2015 (D. 
DiCamillo/Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses) Single¬ 
semidouble light pink pansy/blue fantasy. Dark 
green, quilted/red back. Semiminiature 
‘Brother’s Bond’ (10748) 03/15/2015 (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses) Single-semi¬ 
double blue frilled large star. Dark green, quilted, 
wavy/red back. Large 

‘Free Falling’ (10749) 03/15/2015 (P. So¬ 
rano/Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses) Double white 
frilled pansy/variable green mottling; light blue 
edge. Medium green, quilted, serrated. Standard 
‘Hawaiian Cloud’ (10750) 03/15/2015 (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses) Double 
white, lavender, and purple frilled star. Medium 
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green, quilted. Large 

‘High Expectations’ (10751) 03/15/2015 
(P. Sorano/Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses) Single¬ 
semidouble dark blue frilled pansy/raspberry 
edge, green edge on top petals. Variegated dark 
green and ivory, quilted/red back. Standard 
‘Lyon’s Jackpot’ (10752) 03/15/2015 (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses) Semidouble¬ 
double chimera pink frilled star/blue fantasy, 
white stripe. Dark green, quilted. Standard 
‘Mind Games’ (10753) 03/15/2015 (P. So¬ 
rano/Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses) Semidouble¬ 
double pink frilled star/blue fantasy. Dark green, 
quilted. Standard 

‘Surfs Up’ (10754) 03/15/2015 (P. So¬ 
rano/Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses) Semidouble 
medium blue frilled star/pink puff fantasy, thin 
white edge. Medium green, quilted, serrated. 

Standard 


Phisit Chaipradermsak - Chiang Mai, 
Thailand 

‘Lip’s Paper Butterfly’ (10755) 03/19/2015 
(P. Chaipradermsak) Single white sticktite pansy. 
Medium green, plain, quilted. Semiminiature 

‘Lip’s Sky Lantern’ (10756) 03/19/2015 (P. 
Chaipradermsak) Single-semidouble white 
pansy/variable blue eye. Medium green, plain. 
Semiminiature 

REGISTRATION CHANGES 

The following have been changed by the hy¬ 
bridizers: 

‘Buckeye Too Tempting’ (10489) Change 
blossom description from “purple fantasy, edge" 
to “darker veining, edge." 

‘RM-Korolevskie Kruzheva’ (10693) 
Change blossom description from “variable pink 
blush, white-green edge" to “variable white- 
green edge." (Delete “pink blush.") 



AVSA - Building Maintenance Fund 

Susan Hapner, Chairman • 35 Ridge Point Dr. • Chesterfield, MO 63017 

April 1, 2015 to May 31, 2015 

Xf) Thumbprint 

Kathleen Hartley 

Alice Inlow 


Lenore DeVine 

|S) Two Tone 

Metro St. Louis AVC 

Ijgp) First Austin AV/Texas 

Susan Hapner 

In memory of Frances Young 

In memory of myfriend andjudge’s Co- 

Columbus AV Society/ Ohio 

chairJor many years 

Spring Branch AVC/Texas 

Joan Wilson 


Marion Hamtil 

Multi Color ■ 

Robert McMeel 

Gjyjjohn Novak 

Norma Kunzel 


Joyce Williams 

TOTALS $2AS.Of) 
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Mac’s Misty 
Meadow 


Photo Credit : Winston J. Goretsky 




Optimara 
Little Azurite 


Exhibited by: 
Anne Nicholas 
Hybridized by: 
G. McDonald 
Semiminiature 


Won the 2nd Best Holtjamp 

Collection 

Exhibited by: 

Kathy Lahti 
Hybridized by: 

Holtkamp 

Miniature 


; 


Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 
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Rhythm 

Design by: Linda Hall 



Photo Credit: Winston). Goretsky 


Beautiful, New AVSA Calendar for 20161 
A hit at the Kansas City Convention! $15 
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3015 Timmy Ave. • Clovis, CA 93612 
Email : sueh@csufresno.edu • haff.sue2@gmail.com 


Hello, Violet Friends, 

I hope you and your plants are doing 
well. As I write this, my club has just 
held its spring Show and Sale. We had a 
great time—and a great event. From a 
small club that almost went under less 
than ten years ago, we worked hard on 
this show and won the AVSA Green 
Rosette! We felt it was quite a triumph. 

Yes, our club had won this award at least once be¬ 
fore, many years ago when it was a much bigger 
group. 

What did it take to produce such a successful 
result: the addition of a few new, enthusiastic club 
members, violet people who know what it takes to 
produce show-worthy entries. They inspired the 
rest of us to greater efforts. 

Just as I was beginning this column, I received 
an email from a friend of mine who had moved to 
Arizona last year, taking a bunch of plants with 
her, mostly cacti and succulents but including 
some African violets. She attached a photo of one 
of her violets to ask what was wrong with it. 
Opening the attachment, I saw a plant displaying 
a few small, green center leaves surrounded by 
several rows of outer leaves that had faded to pale 
yellow. The color change was quite dramatic. She 
said that only this one plant showed these faded 
leaves. 

Now, my friend’s move was a massive one. Not 
only did she relocate her household goods and 
plants, but also the contents of her antique store. 
To be honest, I was amazed that her violets, in par¬ 
ticular, had survived, as she had to spend several 
months in an apartment before she found a house. 
Her violets are mostly supermarket plants, so we 
know they really are tough customers—except for 
this one plant. Here, she grew them in a north 
window over her kitchen sink. They seemed to be 
always in bloom. She says in her new home they 
get similar light. 

I asked her when she’d last repotted. After a 



pause, she replied, 'Tve been a bad 
plant mom, haven’t I." She’d never re¬ 
potted any of them; they were still in 
their supermarket potting mix. How 
many years had it been? Well, 1 felt con¬ 
fident about suggesting that she repot 
that particular plant, after removing the 
faded leaves. She asked if she should 
use one of the commercial African violet 
planting mixes. As I've written before, 1 have no 
problem recommending these products to hobby¬ 
ists who have just a few plants. 1 think her plant 
was responding to cultural issues and possibly a 
chemical imbalance in the potting mix. Still, the 
new leaves were coming in green, so it could be 
something else altogether. Repotting should give 
the plant a kick in the pants, and I've asked my 
friend to keep me informed. 

Q. I inherited a Jew African violets from my 
mother, and also have some she’d given me over 
the years. I've always been able to root leaf cut¬ 
tings from them, except for this one plant. It's one 
I especially like, as it’s called ‘Sherri,' spelled the 
same way I spell my name. It doesn't matter what 
I do, the leaves will not root for me. Can you tell 
me what the problem is? 

A. We all know how easy it is to root African 
violet leaves, so it’s always a surprise to hear of a 
plant that seems resistant to the process. Sherri 
didn't say how many times she had tried to root 
leaves of ‘Sherri;’ was it only a few times over the 
years? Did she perhaps use old leaves each time? 
What I would suggest is that she select a leaf from 
the second ring of leaves, put it down to root, and 
keep track of it, checking periodically. 1 suppose it’s 
possible that this particular cultivar is not as vig¬ 
orous a grower as her other plants, so might be 
slower to propagate. I also don't have enough in¬ 
formation as to her methods. (I’ve had conversa¬ 
tions on this subject with people, assuming that 
they rooted leaves in a special mix, only to find, 
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after handing out all sorts of advice, that they root 
their leaves in water.) 

Q. I grow a lot of semi-miniature violets, but I 
have a problem that sometimes their foliage 
grows larger than the description specifies. I've 
had to keep some of my plants out of our local 
show, as they were too large for the classes. I 
know that some semis tend to be larger than oth¬ 
ers, but this seems to happen with a lot of my 
plants. What could be going on here? 

A. Talking with the grower, 1 know that she is 
a conscientious hobbyist, repotting, fertilizing and 
disbudding at the recommended rates for show 
plants. Still, I wonder if the disbudding might con¬ 
tribute to some of the semis growing too large. 
After all, in disbudding the plant's energy is di¬ 
rected to the production of foliage, stems and roots. 
Plants that tend to want to grow larger will do so. 
It might be interesting to experiment with a couple 
of plants of the same cultivar—groom and disbud 
one as she would normally do, and let the other 
one bloom as it will. Check to see if the two plants 
are the same size or whether the blooming one is 
smaller. Of course, to be able to determine with any 
accuracy if this is a valid test, she would have to 
run a much larger control group—but it's just an 
idea. Otherwise, for show purposes, she should 
probably focus on those cultivars that she knows 
will not outgrow their classification. 

Q. At our show and sale that I rferred to in 
the opening paragraph, a lady asked f any of us 
employed used tea bags in growing our violets. I 
was eavesdropping as she spoke to another mem¬ 
ber, but 1 thought she said she had been told by 
someone to put a used tea bag in the bottom of 
the pots of her plants. (Or did she say that she 
put the tea bag underneath the pot? The idea 
seemed so odd that I’m not clear on this.) The 
member she was talking to just said that she was 
not aware of any of our members doing that. 
Later when several of us got together we agreed 
that we'd never heard of such a thing. 

A. If you search the Internet you do find 
sources that recommend using tea in various hor¬ 
ticultural practices, most of them referring to out¬ 


door gardening and composting. You also find the 
occasional question regarding the use of coffee 
grounds on your plants. The tannic acid in both 
tea and coffee would seem to rule out their use 
with violets. It seems to me that putting a tea bag 
in the bottom of the pot would tend to acidify or 
otherwise throw off the chemical balance of the 
potting mix in an uncontrolled way. 

Before you heed any suggestions from the In¬ 
ternet, check to see that the source is a responsible 
one. Does it appear that the information comes 
from someone who has actually grown plants by 
the means recommended? Or does it seem more 
likely that the author is just passing on a tip from 
another source? Some of the sites I looked at of¬ 
fered some pretty strange uses for old tea bags 
(using tea to dye your hair?) The Internet is full of 
wonderful information—and plenty of misinfor¬ 
mation, as well. Caveat emptor. 

Q. I was helping to clerk at a violet show and 
overheard one of the judges refer to a plant as 
having a "broken back. ” I was going to ask her 
what she meant by that, but I didn't get the op¬ 
portunity. What do you think she meant? 

A. I’ve heard that term used to indicate a plant 
that showed a break in culture. An indication of 
that might be that the newest ring or rings of 
leaves overlap the previous ring of leaves due to a 
different growth rate. This may have been caused 
by a new regime of fertilization or the plant being 
moved to a different light source or some other 
change in its treatment or environment. Prolonged 
disbudding might bring about different growth 
rates, as well. Those older, smaller leaves will not 
get any larger, so they should probably be re¬ 
moved, along with the row of old leaves below 
them. You will be left with the newer growth and 
a reinvigorated plant. 

Q. What causes the leaves of my violets to get 
kind of brittle and bubbly in the center? They do 
this and then seem tojust sit there, not growing 
or blooming. It doesn't look like cyclamen mites; 
is it some kind of disease? I’ve already put the 
plants like this in a separate place away from my 
other plants. 
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A. I’m glad this person sent a photo, as other¬ 
wise I’m not sure I would know what she meant 
by "bubbly." Her photo showed a plant with 
cupped leaves, the outer ones curling down around 
the pot. I can’t really see the center of the plant, 
but I wonder if this might be the result of over-fer¬ 
tilization. That can produce the symptoms she de¬ 
scribed. As she said the affected plants seem to 
stop growing, my first impulse would be to suspect 
some sort of chemical lock-up, and an over-appli¬ 


cation of fertilizer can contribute to this. 

The grower has already done due diligence by 
separating the affected plants from the others. Now 
she needs to pour water through each plant until 
the water mns clear; then maybe take off some of 
the outside leaves. I would also give the plants 
some extra humidity by putting them in a terrar¬ 
ium-like situation or putting each in a plastic bag. 
Keep an eye on them, but it might take awhile for 
growth to begin again. 



Photo Credit : Neil Upson 


Senk’s Snowy Egret 

Exhibited by: Erika Geimonen 
Hybridized by: D. Senk 
Compact Standard 
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A Family Portrait 

1 By Mel Grice 


2019 Crosswind Ct. • Englewood, OH 
Email: <melsgrice@earthlink.net 


Episcia ‘La Solidad Bronze’ 


Episcia ‘La Solidad Bronze’ is one 
of my favorite gesneriads. More 
correctly labeled Episcia cupreata 'La 
Solidad Bronze’, it was described by 
Hans Wiehler in a 1977 issue of GSN 
14(5) :41. "Leaves bronze-purple, 
with white spotting along mid-vein. 

Venezuela." Episcia cupreata is one 
of the nine species of episcias 
currently recognized by botanists. 

‘La Solidad Bronze' is one of the stable clones of 
Episcia cupreata. 

Episcia is a New World genus native to south¬ 
ern Mexico in the north and ranging through 
Central America to Pem and Brazil in South Amer¬ 
ica. The genus is comprised of creeping herbs 
which are stoloniferous in nature, i.e., producing 
stolons similar in habit to the strawberry plant. 
Episcias usually grow in rainforest habitats and 
can be terrestrial (growing on the forest floor) or 
rupicolous (growing on 
rocks). They have 
fibrous, shallow roots and 
are in effect what 1 call 
"ground cover." They are 
frequently grown in 
hanging baskets because 
of their numerous stolons. 

They are also frequently 
grown in wide pan pots or 
in enclosed terrariums. 

The stolons root easily as 
you would the crown of 
an African violet. 

All episcias are warm growing plants preferring 
70 to 90 (20° to 30°C) temperatures. Their leaves 
will blacken if temperatures fall below 55°F. They 
may be bottom, top, or wick watered. They prefer 
a consistently moist potting mixture with good 


drainage and 50% to 60% humidity. 
They are low light plants since they 
come from the rainforest floor. 
However, extra light will encourage 
them to bloom more. Episcias are 
attractive plants even without 
blooms. Episcia ‘La Solidad Bronze’ 
has an eye-catching series of white 
spots down the mid-vein which 
reminds me of reflective tape found 
on runner’s shoes and clothing. There are also red 
hairs on the leaves which add to the attractiveness 
of the plant. Years ago there was a green-leafed 
version of this plant in circulation, but I have not 
seen it recently. Does anyone still grow it? 1 would 
love to have a start of it. 

Paul Kroll of East Aurora, New York, exhibited 
the well-grown specimen of Episcia ‘La Solidad 
Bronze' shown here in a recent show. He told me 
that he had not been successful in growing a nice 

specimen of this plant 
until he received a new 
stolon of it from Jill 
Fischer. That stolon 
grew into the well¬ 
shaped plant in the 
photo. This proves that 
some clones of a plant 
make better plants than 
others do. You have to 
just keep trying to find 
the best clones and 
then share them with 
others. 

It is my pleasure to announce that Paul Kroll 
will be joining me in writing the Family Portrait 
column. We will be alternating the writing duties 
each issue. Look forward to Paul’s column in the 
next issue. 




Episcia ‘La Solidad Bronze’ 


I 

I I 
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2015 VACATION GUIDE 


These AVSA commercial members would be happy the contact information, hours, and if visits are by 
to have you visit them when you are in their area, appointment only. Enjoy the education and inspi- 
They are listed here by state. Please carefully note ration that visiting these businesses will afford you! 


GEORGIA 
■navis’ Violets 

TYavis Davis 
2064 Ellen St. 

Ochlocknee, GA 31775 
229-574-5167 (day) 
or 229-574-5236 (night) 
E-mail: travisviolets@aol.com 
9-5 (Mon-Sat) by appointment. 
www.travisviolets.com 


MICHIGAN 
Starz N Streps 

Steve and Donna Uimer 
13627 Jobin St. 

Southgate, MI 48195 
734-285-5560 
Hours by appointment. 

Standard African violets, leaves, 
chimeras, streptocarpus and soil 
starznstreps@comcast.net. 


OHIO 

Buckeye Violets 

Pat Hancock 
7132 Shurz Road 
Middleton, OH 45042 
513-425-0308 
Call for appointment. 

Buckeye series African violets, 
other African violets, soil and pots. 
www.buckeyeviolets.com 


KANSAS 

Patty’s Plants and Antiques 

Patty Daniel 
920 Millington 
Winfield, KS 67156 
I 620-402-6282 
patty@ppa.kscoxmail.com 
10:00 AM - 5:30 PM TUesday - 
Saturday, 1:00 PM - 6:00 PM, 
Sundays by appointment 
Over 5,000 sq. ft. of antiques, 
African violets & gesneriads, 
begonias, ferns, miniature 
terrarium plants, & exotic finches 
housed in a historic old post 
office. 

www.pattysplantsandantiques.com 

MISSOURI 

Dave’s Violets 

David Harris 

1372 S. Kentwood Ave. 

Springfield, MO 65804-0220 

417-887-8904 

plantman@ipa.net 

By appointment only. 

Sinningias, African violets, other 
gesneriads and limited plant 
supplies. 

www.davesviolets.com 


NEW YORK 

Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses, Inc. 
Paul Sorano 
14 MutchlerSt. 

PO Box 249 

Dolgeville, NY 13329 

315-429-8291 

info@lyndonlyon.com 

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM (Mon -Fri) 

10:00 AM-4:00 PM (Sat) 

Noon - 4:00 PM (Sundays, May 
and June only) 

African violets & gesneriads. 
Located ten minutes off 1-90 in 
the foothills of the Adirondack 
Mtns. 

www.lyndonlyon.com 

The Violet Barn 

Ralph and Olive Ma Robinson 

7209 County Road 12 

Naples, NY 14512 

585-374-8592 

robsviolet@aol.com 

Shop & Greenhouse open 12-5 pm 

Tliesday thru Saturday. We have 

African violets, gesneriads, 

collectable houseplants and 

supplies. 

www.violetbam.com 


TEXAS 

Hill Country African Violets 
and Nursery 

Ken Froboese 

320051. H. lOWest 

Boeme, TX 78006 

830-249-2614 

Fax: 830-249-8658 

8:00 AM-5:45 PM, all week. 

NO LISTS - NO SHIPPING. 
Complete retail nursery with 
eleven greenhouses. Violets, 
supplies, other gesneriads, herbs, 
orchids, lots of other plants. 
Visitors welcome. 

Jan’s Workshop 

Jan Davidson 
941 FM 2377 
Red Oak, TX 75154 
214-718-1186 
chiefrond@aol.com 
Call for appointment. 

Ribbons and rosettes. 
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judging the “Other” Gesneriads 

By Dolores Gibbs, First Austin AVS 


Growing African violets has been a hobby of 
mine for many years, starting with the species 
that my mother grew and shared with me. My 
husband called it an obsession, and perhaps it 
was. As I attended state and national shows, I 
discovered the "other" gesneriads. Of course I had 
to buy as many as my five stands would hold, 
and a few more. 

1 discovered the difference between a tuber and 
a rhizome and learned to grow many of these 
"new to me” plants. I had some luck growing 
them, and at one of our Lone 
Star conventions, I won Best 
Gesneriad. When it was my 
turn to receive my award, I 
was introduced as the “weed 
lady," because 1 entered 
many of them. There are so 
many new hybrids out now 
for the public to buy and 
grow that I doubt many are 
called “weeds” any longer. 

After becoming a Judge, 1 
would often be part of the 
panels judging them. 

At the AVSA national convention in Tucson, 
Arizona, I was one of the judges for the “other" 
gesneriad classes. 1 do not remember who the 
other two judges were, but I will always remem¬ 
ber the two clerks who were gesneriad judges and 
teachers. At one time, clerks were supposed to 
stand a little ways back as to not hear comments 
from the judges. I don't believe that it is like that 
anymore, because it is a learning experience for 
those clerking, some of whom are student judges. 

These two clerks helped our panel so much be¬ 
cause a great many of the entries were plants we 
had never seen or judged before. One of the clerks 
was a man who had traveled a very long way to 
bring his many entries to the convention. We 
asked the clerks to aid us as to how they should 
be grown. There was one in particular where the 
blossoms were on the stem of the plant. Thirty- 


five points are for culture perfection. I am sure by 
now you know I am writing about Bill Price. He 
also gave a program, showed pictures of his 
growing areas, and as always, shared cuttings or 
leaves of his entries. 

At later conventions, he continued to share his 
knowledge and cuttings of the many new vari¬ 
eties that are not available to the general AVSA 
membership. At the Southfork Lone Star conven¬ 
tion, I was fortunate to be able to judge the ges¬ 
neriad classes of which there were many. I was 
teamed with our AVSA Pres¬ 
ident John Carter and Bill 
Price. Here was another 
learning experience for me. 
How does one pick Best in 
Class when there were so 
many blue ribbon episcias, 
primulinas, sinningias , etc. 
Again, thirty-five points are 
for Culture Perfection, thirty 
for Condition, thirty-five for 
Bloom, or in the classes for 
gesneriads “grown for fo¬ 
liage,” Ornamental Foliage. 
From the Best of Class winners, the Best Gesner¬ 
iad and Second Best Gesneriad are chosen. Some 
classes had from 10 to 15 entries which made it 
so much harder to make that choice. 

As I continue my journey as a Judge, there are 
so many great growers who share their knowl¬ 
edge and talents,that it would take a whole 
newsletter to name them all. Each and every 
member of our African violet societies is so very 
important to all of us. I did ask Bill Price if I might 
mention him in an article, and he did not say no, 
but just smiled, so 1 took that as “yes.” 

When friends ask me if I still grow “those flow¬ 
ers”, my answer is always “Yes, I do." 

I love the plants, but it is the friendships made 
along the way that keep me ready to attend the 
next convention. 

From the Lone Star AVC Newsletter 



Episcia 'Sonoma' 
Photo Credit: John Beaulieu 
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Lawrence 


Podcast 


Email: missjennae@yahoo.com 


This issue's column features a pod¬ 
cast. Some may be asking, “What is a 
podcast?" The word itself has both 
traditional and fairly new bases. It 
comes from a combination of IPod, and, 
for those of us old enough to remem¬ 
ber, the radio word, broadcast. 

Google defines podcast as, “a digital 
audio file made available on the Inter¬ 
net for downloading to a computer or 
portable media player, typically available as a se¬ 
ries, new installments of which can be received au¬ 
tomatically." 

All About African Violets is a podcast by some¬ 
one very well versed in the topic, who simply goes 
by the name Annie. She is an AVSA Senior Judge 
and an AVSA Life Member. The homepage for her 
podcasts link you to the podcast of the moment. 
Click on the arrow on the video screen, and it 
starts. The introductory music is by Ted Yoder and 
is quite catchy. 

While Annie talks on screen, an outline of the 
different points of her talk can be viewed below the 
video. The podcast I reviewed was her most recent, 
and the topic was “Limiting your collection of 
violets.” She begins her talk by making a person 
feel like they were actually sitting in her sunroom, 
watching the snowfall through the windows 
behind her. 

Annie begins her podcast topic by helping the 
listener understand when they have too many vi¬ 
olets. If the collector is feeling overwhelmed and is 
no longer enjoying their collection, things are only 
going to get worse. Time for the violet hobby and 
for other areas of life are all considerations, too. 

She talks about different ways to downsize the 
collection, from giving plants away at your local 
club, to taking them to nursing homes. 1 especially 
liked that fact that Annie emphasized that the 
bearer of gift violets needs to check with the staff 
at the nursing home first. Sometimes, the last thing 


a care facility needs is one more thing 
to take care of, or help residents take 
care of. 

She refers to the famous song from 
the movie, “Frozen” more than once. 

“Let it go,” is a frequent refrain in this 
podcast. 

Annie also gives a tour of her plant 
stands. Despite the fact that this pod¬ 
cast was telling us to limit our collec¬ 
tion, I couldn't help but drool over ‘Jersey 
Snowflakes.’ What a beautiful plant, even out of 
bloom! 

The archives on the side menu list podcasts 
back to 2012. While no topics are listed here, they ( 
are many, including some about different plants, 
and at least one about Gesneriads (Episode 18). 

The Road to National, Part 1, was published in 
April 2014. Annie talks about how she chooses 
plants to start growing for shows. 

The top menu buttons on the site are self-ex¬ 
planatory. There is an 'About' button, which tells 
how Annie got started with the podcast. It was fun ( 
reading. There is a detailed Episode Index, which 
also lists the topics. The Music tab tells about Yoder 
and his music. 

There are links to other violet sites on her page 
as well. These include the AVSA, the Illinois 
African Violet Society, the AV Brat Pack, Garden 
Web, Violet Voice Group, and others. There is also 
a link to the All About African Violets Facebook 
page. As a fan of Facebook, I could not resist ( 
checking it out. 

The Facebook page has 1,980 likes as of this 
writing. As soon as I clicked the “like" button, 
Facebook displayed a banner with numerous other 
violet pages that they thought I might like, too. On 
Annie’s page, there are postings with announce¬ 
ments, questions, and responding answers. There 
is also a link back to the podcast. 4 

Subscribing to this podcast should be an easy 
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matter. You will have the option to click on a but¬ 
ton in the upper right corner that says, "Subscribe 
in a reader." I clicked on the button and was given 
a few further options to link to the podcast site. I 
clicked on “My Yahoo." While it took me to my 


Yahoo, it encountered an error. I was directed to 
try again later, which I certainly will. This site is 
truly a treasure. Until 1 can link through Yahoo, 1 
will be accessing Annie’s site at 
www.allaboutafricanviolets.com. 


BOYCE EDENS RESEARCH FUND 

Marlene Buck • 17235 N. 106th Avenue • Sun City, AZ 85373-1958 

Donations received from December 1, 2014 - March 31, 2015 Total: $654.24 

Geneva 

Victoria J. Hartmann, San Mateo, CA 

(gjp| Montgomery AVS, Montgomery, AL 

Annette N Hershkowitz, Commack, NY 

{Our club disbanded) 

Samira James, Hackensack, NJ 

Karen Plourde, Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 

Martha Nix, Ballwin, MO 

Mary Perkins, Abilene, TX 

Multicolor 

Julie Shulick, Tlicson, AZ 

Mosette Ebert, Redding, CA 

Patricia K Apgar, Newton, NJ 

Vancouver African Violet and Gesneriad 

Virginia Barthelemy, T^mpa, FL 

Society, Richmond, BC, Canada 

Mrs. Angelo Cardanini, Camino, CA 

Mrs. G E Harmon, New York, NY 

gg) Two-Tone 

Marilyn Heinrich, East, Northport, NY 

@8$) African Violet Society of San Francisco, 

Barbara Kirby, Saint John, IN 

San Francisco, CA 

F. Eleanor Mattaliano, Easley, SC 

First Nighter African Violet Society, Dallas, TX 

Rebecca McMeel, Houma, LA 

La Donna Hopson, Yorktown, VA 

Phyllis Nash, Riverside, CA 

Loveland Sweetheart Violettes Society, 

Margaret Nasta, McKeesport, PA 

1 Loveland, CO 

North Star African Violet Council, Hopkins, MN 

In memory of Mike, husband of our long 

Doris Schenck, Iola.WI 

time member Coleen Clark 

Judy Walton, The Villages, FL 

AVS of Philadelphia, Philadelphia, PA 

Sn Thumbprint 

In lieu of judge’s expensesfor Grace Egan, 

Luanne Arico, Plainsboro, NJ 

Elaine Butler, San Francisco, CA 

Barbara Jones, Jan Murasko, and Joan Santino 


The login for the members section of the website: 

The username is “member” and the password is 
the last word of the President's column in each issue 

of the magazine. 
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SOME GREAT IDEAS 

by Donna Turner 


I am always excited when 1 can tour the 
growing area of an African violet enthusiast. Any¬ 
one that has grown for any length of time has de¬ 
veloped great tips and shortcuts to help them with 
their hobby. Here are a few' of the ideas we like. 

One of my favorite places to shop online for 
growing supplies is the Greenhouse Mega Store 
www.greenhousemegastore.com. They cany just 
about anything you can think of: pots, seed trays, 
plant tags, fertilizers, and more. 1 purchased a 
pouring tray (16" x 21”) made of heavy plastic 
that has a comer 
spout to direct the 
water down the 
drain instead of 
the front of your 
shirt. The pouring 
tray is great for 
repotting or mov¬ 
ing plants around Pouring Tray 

while still on their reservoirs. The cost of the tray 
was only $8. 

1 also ordered a dozen small, narrow seed trays 
(14." x 5.”) with humidity domes. The trays cost 
$1.50 each and the domes w'ere $2. They’re the 
perfect size if you’re tight on space. 

1 would highly recommend both of these prod¬ 
ucts. Here’s a picture of the small tray sitting next 
to a standard tray for size reference. 

Steve had an idea that turned out to be a great 

way to grow 
hanging baskets. 
He tie-wrapped 
5/8" dowel rods 
across the top of 
two light racks so 
we could hang our 
baskets in the 
dead space be¬ 
tween the two 
racks. The tie- 
Narrow SeedlYay with wraps lock the 
Dome handles in place 




so they don’t move when touched. 

He then placed two light fixtures across the top, 
letting the frame of the fixtures rest on the dowels. 
By plugging the fixtures into the light racks, they 
go on and off with the timer. Our hanging baskets 
get frill light without giving up shelf space. 



Dowel Rods 


For years w'e’ve used a plastic potting station 
for all of our repotting. It’s designed to be low' in the 
front, but has enough of a lip to keep the soil from 
spilling out while you’re potting. 

Amazon carries them for about $20. You may 
be able to find them at your local hydroponic store. 
We also have a dozen dirt scoops in assorted sizes. 
I keep a small one in my potting station at all 
times, and the larger ones we use in our perlite, 
etc. Depending on the size of the scoop, prices 
range from $1 to $6 at www.lionsdeal.com. 



Potting Station 


Another item found in my potting station is a 
cut Styrofoam plate. How much cheaper can you 
get than that? I push the cut side of the plate 
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against the trunk of the plant while repotting larger 
plants. This keeps the underside of leaves clean, 
1 and also keeps leaves from breaking as you gen¬ 
tly lift them to add soil to the pot. 

Keeping plants warm during the winter months 
can be a challenge, especially when you grow in a 
basement. I purchased clear shower liners from a 
dollar store, hanging them from the top of our light 
racks with S-Hooks. Because the liners are so thin, 
you can cut and modify the curtain for easy plant 
access. I have also wrapped and taped Visqueen 
(plastic vapor barrier) around our racks in the past. 

I left a little opening on both sides of the “door” to 
allow air-flow. I can also remove the door when 
needing to water or work on plants. 



Plastic Wrapped Shelves 


For those of you “fashionistas" that prefer a 
custom look, check out a company called HBD, 
Inc., www.hbdinc.com. They offer custom light- 
stand covers in colored nylon, or clear vinyl, with 
your choice of zippers or Velcro to close them up. 

Steve and 1 had a clear vinyl cover custom 
made, which we thought would make a great 
spray booth if we ever needed to spray for pests. 

A few years ago, we were struggling with cul¬ 
ture problems, so we sent plants to a plant lab in 
Anaheim, California, called the Soil and Plant Lab¬ 
oratory, www.soilandplantlaboratoiy.com. They 
test soil, leaf tissue, water, and pathology. Two 
weeks after receiving our plants, they were able to 
tell us that the dehydrated cow manure we had 
used in our soil for years was loaded with salt and 
killing our plants! I would highly recommend this 
company when perplexing plant problems arise! 

These are just a few of the handy ideas we’ve 
had. How about hearing a few of yours? We’re 
sure the Editor would love publish tips from all the 
growers. That way, we can all share the ideas that 
work for us, and learn a few new tricks! 

From The Violet Connection, Official Publication 
of the Ohio State AVS 

Mel Grice, Editor 



Rollins Pink 
Cloudburst 

Exhibited by: 

Peggy Mooney 
Hybridized by: 

LLyon Greenhouses/ 
Sorano 

Standard Trailer 
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___.Cl'S are • • • 434 Plumwood Way • Fairview, TX 75069 

J. Corondan 


Email: mcorondan@yahoo.com 


CENTRAL CALIFORNIA AVS, CA - 
Winners: Best AVSA Standard Collec¬ 
tion: Jersey Snow Drops, EK-Gol- 
ubglazaia Rossiia, Mary Craig; Best in 
Show/Best Standard: EK-Golubglazaia 
Rossia; Best Gesneriad: Streptocarpus 
‘TSF-Zhizel’; Horticulture Sweepstakes, 

Stephen Covolo. Best Semiminiature: 

Mac’s Misty Meadow; Best Miniature: 

Texas Space Dust; Best Design; Design Sweep- 
stakes, Renee Wilson. Best Trailer: Chantaspring, 
Karen Willoughby. Best Species: Saintpaulia 5b 
clone grotei Silvert, Teri Watk in s. 

CENTRAL FLORIDA AVS, FL - Winners: 

Best AVSA Standard Collection: Optimara EverY- 
oung, Potselyi Rusalki, Silverglade Jewels; Best in 
Show/Best Standard: Optimara EverYoung; Best 
Miniature: Optimara Little Azurite; Best Trailer: 
North Star TTail; Best Gesneriad: Gloxinia sylvatica 
‘Bolivian Sunset'; Best Design; Horticulture Sweep- 
stakes; Design Sweepstakes, Elvie Blakely. 2nd 
' Best AVSA Standard Collection: Namely Nancy, 
Buckeye Nostalgia, Playful Kisses, Linda Price. 
Best Semiminiature: Jolly Mischief, Elizabeth Za- 
orksi. Best Species: Saintpaulia rupico/a, Jane 
Kurland. 

DALLAS METRO AVS CLUBS, TX - 
Winners: Best AVSA Standard Collection: LE- 
Prekrasnaia Kreolka, East Wind, Optimara Mani¬ 
toba; Best Standard: LE-Prekrasnaia Kreolka-, Best 
Semiminiature: Jersey Sugar Plums; Best Design; 
Horticulture Sweepstakes, Mary Corondan. Best 
AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Cloud Puff, Jolly 
Apollo, Jolly Bambino, Jan Davidson. Best in 
Show/Best Miniature: Precious Red, Margery An- 
derson-Clive. Best "frailer: Rob’s Kalangadoo; 
Best Species: Saintpaulia ionantha subsp. grotei, 
Ron Davidson. Best Gesneriad: Petrocosmea 
Jlaccida-, Design Sweepstakes, Nadine Tlchy. 


DELAWARE AV AND GESNER¬ 
IAD SOCIETY, DE - Winners: Best 
AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Mac’s Mo¬ 
mentary' Meltdown, Rob’s Twinkle Blue, 
Orchard’s Bumble Magnet; Best in 
Show/Best Miniature: Orchard’s Bumble 
Magnet; Best Semiminiature: Rob’s 
Fuddy Duddy, Bobbie LaFashia. Best 
Standard: Stormy Echoes, Libby 
Behnke. Best Trailer: Yesterday's Evidence, Mark 
Griffith. Best Species: Saintpaulia 8 clone Cha 
Simba, Mary Schaeffer. Best Gesneriad: Aeschy- 
nanthus ‘Mona Lisa', Maria Walueff. Best De¬ 
sign; Design Sweepstakes, Terry Celano. 
Horticulture Sweepstakes, Barbara Borleski. 

DESERT SUN AV AND GESNERIAD SOCI¬ 
ETY, AZ - Winners: Lacy Lass, Ma’s Corsage, 
Rebel's Splatter Kake; Best Standard: Ma’s Corsage, 
Barbara Reith. Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: 
Precious Red, Planet Kid, Rob’s Chilly Willy; Best 
Species Collection: Saintpaulia 5b clone grotei Sil¬ 
vert, Saintpaulia 5b clone confusa Mather E, 
Saintpaulia 5b clone magmgensis var. minima-, 
Best in Show/Best Species: Saintpaulia 5b clone 
grotei Silvert; Best Miniature: Rob’s Bad Bunny; 
Best Trailer: Ramblin’ Lace; Horticulture Sweep- 
stakes, Allan Reith. Best Semiminiature: Jolly 
Magic,Thelma Heinrich. Best Gesneriad: Epis- 
cia ‘Silver Skies’, Karen Broadway. Best Design, 
Candace Baldwin. 

FANTASY AVC, FL - Winners: Best AVSA 
Standard Collection: Apache Primrose, Rhapsodie 
Cora, Apache Sunburst; Best AVSA Mini/Semi Col¬ 
lection; Sassy Sister, Jolly Treasure, Lil Glimpse o' 
Spring; Best Semiminiature: Sassy Sister; Best 
Miniature: Optimara Little Moonstone, Carol 
Chmiko. 2nd Best AVSA Standard Collection: Rita 
Hilton, Funambule, Red Ferrari, Sally Scaggs. 
Best in Show/Best Standard: Optimara Modesty, 
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Bonnie TurberviUe. Best Gesneriad: Sinningia 
douglassi , Aurika Ashcroft. Best Design, Ruth 
Huhner. Horticulture Sweepstakes, Luke Reyer. 
Design Sweepstakes, Gayle Feins. 

FIRST AUSTIN AVS, TX - Winners: Best 
AVSA Standard Collection: Jean’s Passion, Pink En¬ 
ergy, Rebel’s Dolores; Best Trailer: Rob’s Boolaroo, 
Susan Kautz. 2nd Best AVSA Standard Collec¬ 
tion: Guelph’s Christmas, RS-Mavka, EK-Belaia 
Liliia, Kathy Brewster. Best AVSA Mini/Semi Col¬ 
lection: Mac’s Misty Meadow, Rob’s Slap Happy, 
Scamper; Best in Show/Best Semiminiature: Rob’s 
Slap Happy; Best Miniature: Jolly Blue Clouds; Best 
Gesneriad: Sinningia araneosa-, Horticulture 
Sweepstakes, Penny Smith-Kerker, Best Stan¬ 
dard: Rebel’s Rose Bud, Marjorie Bullard. Best 
Design; Design Sweepstakes, Danny Tidwell. 

HEART OF JACKSONVILLE AVS, FL - Win¬ 
ners: Best AVSA Standard Collection: Tiger, Kris, 
Buckeye Galactic Showers; Best in Show/Best 
Standard: Tiger, Nancy Sacco. 2nd Best AVSA 
Mini/Semi Collection: Wranger's Dixie Celebration, 
Lela Marie, Blue Dragon, Carol McBryde. Best 
AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Rob's Lilliputian, Or¬ 
chard’s Bumble Magnet, Rob’s Bad Bunny; Best 
Design, Linda McQueen. 2nd Best AVSA 
Mini/Semi Collection: Rob’s Combustible Pigeon, 
Cajun’s Lil Tizzy, Jolly Texan; Best Semiminiature: 
Cajun’s Little Tizzy; Best Miniature: Rob’s Lillipu¬ 
tian, Sharon Gartner. Best Species: Saintpaulia 
8 clone Cha Simba; Horticulture Sweepstakes, 
Bobbi Johannsen. Best Gesneriad: Episcia ‘My 
Precious’, Joann Freeman. Best Design, Linda 
McQueen. 

OMAHA AV AND GESNERIAD SOCIETY, 
NB - Winners: Best AVSA Standard Collection: 
Rhapsodie Rosalie, Annabelle, Buckeye Nostalgia; 
Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Ness’ Satin Rose, 
Spring Cardinal, Jersey Sugar Plums; Best in 
Show/Best Standard: Rhapsodie Rosalie; Best 
Semiminiature: Jersey Sugar Plums; Best Design; 
Design Sweepstakes, Mary Jo Bradley. 2nd Best 
AVSA Standard Collection: Wisdom, Jersey Snow 
Flakes, Santee Sioux; Horticulture Sweepstakes, 


Kent Stork. Best Miniature: Imp’s Fairy, Best 
Species: Saintpaulia clone tongwensis Uppsala 
397, Brandon Erikson. Best Trailer: Biscayne 
Trail, Joyce Stork. 

SPRING BRANCH AVC.TX-Winners: Best 
AVSA Standard Collection: Jersey Snow Flakes, 
Cajun's Sundowners, Jersey Snow Drops; 2nd Best 
AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Mac’s Sentimental 
Scarlet, Dolores’ Jack Frost, Senk’s Neverland 
Dreams, Rhona Thurman. 2nd Best AVSA Stan¬ 
dard Collection: Optimara myDelight, Amethyst, 
Rhapsodie Monique II; Best AVSA Mini/Semi Col¬ 
lection: Imp's Angel Wings, Jolly Cupid, Morgan’s 
Declan Duff; Best Standard: Heinz’s Sentimental; 
Horticulture Sweepstakes, Gary Thurman. Best 
in Show/Best Miniature: Jolly Orchid, Veronica 
Heugel. Best Semiminiature: Jolly Butterfly, Ruth 
Goeke. Best "nailer: Rob’s Boolaroo, Donna 
Williams. Best Gesneriad: Aeschynanthus long- 
icaulis ‘Black Pagoda’, Johnny Williams. Best 
Design, Donna McGraw. Design Sweepstakes, 
Jane Rexilius. 

SUNDOWNERS AVS, LA - Winners: Best 
AVSA Standard Collection: Cajun’s Royal Heir, 
Cajun’s Code Blue, Fantasy Maker; Best in 
Show/Best Standard: Cajun’s Coujon; Horticulture 
Sweepstakes, Belinda Thibodeaux. Best AVSA 
Mini/Semi Collection: Rob’s Outer Orbit, Rob’s Kit¬ 
ten Caboodle, Rob’s Heat Wave; Best Semiminia¬ 
ture: Rob’s Heat Wave; Best Miniature: Precious 
Red, Laura Moser. Best "nailer: Rob’s Boolaroo, 
Wilhelmina Allen. Best Gesneriad: Aeschynan¬ 
thus schiediana-, Best Design; Design Sweep- 
stakes, Robbie McMeel. Best Species: 
Saintpaulia 5f clone orbicularis var. purpurea , 
George Ramirez. 

SWEET WATER AVS, NY - Winners: Best 
AVSA Standard Collection: Thffeta Blue, Omaha 
Thunder, Lyon's Lavender Magic; Best AVSA 
Mini/Semi Collection: Gum Drop, Blue Silhouette, 
Jolly Devil; Best in Show/Best Standard: Thffeta 
Blue; Best Miniature: Knight Magic; Best nailer: 
Kentucky Rambler; Best Species: Saintpaulia io- 
nantha subsp. grotei-. Best Design; Horticulture 
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Sweepstakes, Design Sweepstakes, Carolyu 
Klein. Best Semiminiature: Rob’s Bahama Mama; 
Best Gesneriad: Aeschynanthus ‘Pink Passion’, 

Jeanette Haynal. 

TAMPA AVS, FL - Winners: Best AVSA Stan¬ 
dard Collection: Lucien Croteau, Fisherman's Par¬ 
adise, Rhapsodie Clementine; Best in Show/Best 
Standard: Fisherman’s Paradise; Best Semiminia¬ 


ture: Ness’ Cranberiy Swirl; Best Miniature: Jolly 
Jubilee, Glenn Shelton. 2nd Best AVSA Standard 
Collection: The Alps, Fisherman’s Paradise, Wran¬ 
gler’s Dixie Celebration; Best Ttailer: Ramblin’ Dots; 
Best Design; Horticulture Sweepstakes; Design 
Sweepstakes, Mary Lou Harden. Best Gesner¬ 
iad: Streptocaijnts ‘Fernwood's Minuet’, Nancy 
Kast. 





Annabelle 


From the 2nd Best Standard Collection 
Exhibited by: Maty Jo Bradley 
Hybridized by: K. Stork 
Large 
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K’s Dancing 
Spree 

Exhibited & 
Hybridized by: 
Kathy Hajner 
Standard 



Optimara 
Little Maya 

Exhibited by: 

Debbie Mclnnis 
Hybridized by: 
Holtkamp 
Semiminiature 
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m Search of New Violets 

Dr. Jeff Smith, The Indiana Academy 


Ball State University • Muncie, IN 47306 
Email: JSmith4@bsu.edu 


How would you like to solve a mys¬ 
tery? I’m asking for some help with a 
question related to hybridizing for 
which I've been unable to find an an¬ 
swer. This is more a question of his¬ 
tory, than genetics, but I’m intrigued 
by the history of a mutation. 

The original question started with 
the origin of the leaf shape mutation 
known as "longifolia.” I've known 
about this mutation for years, but I didn’t realize 
that I’ve never seen a description or history on the 
origin of this mutation. So the search began to try 
to uncover the origin and history' of the "longifo- 
lia” mutation. 

The oldest hybrid in First Class described with 
“longifolia” leaves is ’Big Mike’ hybridized by J. 
Furnish and registered in 1949. I’m wondering if 
this hybridizer is familiar to anyone? I’m also won¬ 
dering if they are from the Cincinnati, Ohio, or the 
southeastern Indiana area, as they registered 
plants called ‘Hoosier Beauty’ (Indiana is the 
Hoosier state) and ‘Switzerland Sunset’ (there is a 
Switzerland county in that comer of Indiana). 
They also registered a supreme of the species S. io- 
nantha. The only other printed reference to that 
tetraploid species I’ve seen, w r as with the famous 
Peterson’s Greenhouse in Cincinnati. Most of the 
J. Furnish plants were registered in the early 
1950’s. Does anyone know more about hybridizer 
J. Furnish? 

When checking with my older African violet 
books, I came across the following: 

Free, Montague. 1949. All About African Vi¬ 
olets. American Garden Guild and Doubleday. On 
page 282, a plant ‘Blue Longifolia Crenulate’ is 
listed. It is described as “a spider-looking creature 
seen at the 1950 Convention of the African Violet 
Society with abnormally long leafstalks with 
long-oval blades of deep green. Theflowers are 
medium “blue ." An oddity - in name and ap¬ 
pearance. ” First Class lists the hybridizer as C. 


Ogelby and the date as 1950. This is 
the only plant listed for this hybridizer. 

Van Pelt Wilson, Helen, (ed.). 1958. 
1001 African Violet Questions 
Answered by 12 Experts. D. Van 
Nostrand Company, Inc. On page 11, 
in a chapter on Ruth and Lyndon Lyon, 
the Lyons are credited with a ‘'Longi¬ 
folia Series.” Nothing more is said 
about the series; it is only listed as an 
example of one of several series from the Lyons. I 
couldn’t find a named example of a plant from 
their series. 

If anyone has additional information to share of 
the origin of the “longifolia” mutation, I'd appreci¬ 
ate hearing from you. Longifolia is a genetic dom¬ 
inant mutation and has regained some popularity 
in recent years through some of the David Senk 
hybrids such as ‘Senk’s Longlegs’, ‘Senk’s Blue 
Heron' and ‘Senk's Snowy Egret’. 

Q: A rescued grocery store African violet that 
has bloomed with white flowers has suddenly 
produced a single blue flower. All otherflowers 
on the bloom stalk are white. What is going on, 
and will future blooms be white or blue? 

A: White bloom color isn’t so much an actual 
white pigment as it is the total absence of any 
other pigments to absorb white light. If no 
pigments are present, all the white light is reflected 
back to your eyes, and your brain interprets the 
color as “white”. Usually, the absence of any 
pigment is the result of a mutation that prevents 
the petals from making any pigments at all. On 
some rare occasions, a reverse mutation will 
“restore" the broken part of the genetic molecule 
and the petals are now able to make pigment. In 
your case, the reverse mutation appears to have 
restored a break in one of the very first steps in the 
pigment pathway, allowing for this one flower to 
make blue pigment. I would speculate that this 
reverse mutation is isolated to this one flower and 
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that all future blooms of your plant will be white. 

Q: rm interested inflowers with very pale blue 
color. What should I use as parents? 

A: The depth of flower color in African violets 
follows a pattern known as "incomplete 
dominance". You can think of the pigments as 
being in doses. A very faint dose gives pale colors. 
One dose gives a medium color, and two doses 
gives the darkest color. This pattern is independent 
of the actual “color” and the three shades of pale, 
medium, and dark can usually be found in all 
African violet colors. One can think of the 
mutation as a "restriction" on the amount of color. 

I usually treat the restriction as a genetic dominant. 
Therefore, the palest colors such as the pale light 
blue have two copies of the restriction gene, the 
medium colors have one copy of the gene, and the 
darkest colors have no copies of the gene. 

The easiest way to hybridize for very pale 
blue color is to use plants that already have this 
color, that is, breeding pale blue to pale blue. 
However, there are other ways to get this color. 
Crossing a very pale pink, with a medium blue 
should give you some offspring with pale blue. 
Blue is dominant to pink, and the pale pink should 
have the restriction mutation to reduce the color in 
some of the offspring. The risk is making sure that 
the "pale" parent actually has the restriction 
mutation and that the color is what you think it 
actually is. I remember a very popular show plant 
from a few years ago called ‘Precious Pink’. The 
color looked to be a pale pink, but testing actually 
showed the pigment to be a very pale ‘red’ 
pigment. Crossed with a medium or pale blue, 
many of the offspring would have maintained the 
pale flower color. 

Q: Several members of our club have been 
trying to hybridize with ‘Lunar Lily White' 
without much success. Is this plant sterile? 

Ai This question started a series of e-mails 
about the probable genetic makeup of ‘Lunar Lily 
White’. I have not seen the plant in person, and 
the pictures I could find suggested that the petals 
were wasp-shaped and usually six petals in num¬ 
ber. I originally thought that this indicated a star¬ 


shaped symmetry for the flower. However, the 
club members convinced me that the flowers are 
probably pansy shaped with three petals in the 
upper flower rather than the expected two petals. 
Whatever the flower shape, this is probably not the 
cause of the sterility problems the group has been 
running into. 

I've suggested that if they are using ‘Lunar 
Lily White’ as the seed parent, they put the plant 
under a dome to raise the humidity. Many plants 
that are stubborn about setting seed do much bet¬ 
ter with a higher humidity. I’d also suggest polli¬ 
nating several flowers at the same time. Seed set 
is often more successful if several flowers are in¬ 
volved, and the seed pods are much more likely to 
stay on the plant to maturity. The other suggestion 
is to try using “Lunar Lily White’ as the pollen par¬ 
ent. I’ve been assured that the plant produces sta¬ 
mens with what appears to be viable pollen. I'm 
hypothesizing that the unique petal shape of 
‘Lunar Lily White’ is probably a genetic dominant, 
so the plant should be able to be used as either 
seed or pollen parent in a cross. If these sugges¬ 
tions fail, then we may have to reconsider if the 
plant might be sterile for some other reason. 

Qi Is any season of the year better for polli¬ 
nating African violets than others, and if so why? 

A; If you are growing your plants in a con¬ 
trolled environment with artificial lighting, it prob¬ 
ably doesn't matter when you make your 
pollination attempts. However, you might find 
more success of pollinating on days when the hu¬ 
midity in the growing area is higher. When I lived 
in Oklahoma, I often waited until rainy days to at¬ 
tempt pollinations because of the better success 
with higher humidity levels. 

Those growing on windowsills or using nat¬ 
ural lighting may find their best times to pollinate 
are when the days are getting longer. More light 
will usually mean more growth and more energy 
to produce flowers and seed pods. Some of the 
species plants need changes in day length and 
temperature in order to stimulate flowering at all, 
so obviously hybridizing with these plants will be 
seasonal. 
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How to Help Your African Violet 

Have Babies 

By Ruth Coulson 



It seems that some of 
our growers are slow to 
take up the challenge of 
growing their African 
violets from a leaf. It 
may seem easier to get 
yourself a plant already 
growing, but you may 
acmally have more suc¬ 
cess with a plant that 
has grown of a leaf in 
your conditions. In any 
case, it is a great way to 
extend your hobby. It costs so little to buy a leaf, 
or one may be given to you, and you do get a 
number of plants from one leaf. It is also an inter¬ 
est, being quite a delight to see the tiny plantlets 
coming up and growing large enough to pot out. 

It is actually very easy to grow from leaf. 

( Just start with a healthy leaf off a vigorous part 
of your plant. Not an old outside leaf, and not a 
tiny leaf from the center, either. Of course, if some¬ 
body gives you a leaf, you may have no say in 
this, and it is always worth trying with, anyway. 

The photograph on right is from my book 
African Violetsfor Everyone, and I am reproducing 
it here. 

From the top it shows the steps. Take your 
freshly cut leaf; recut the end so it is on an angle. 
This is not absolutely essential, but the roots and 
babies will all come from the cut edge. If you cut on 
an angle, there is simply more cut edge. Plant it in 
a small pot of African violet potting mix with the 
cut end only 10-15mm (.30-.59") under the sur¬ 
face. Keep watered and keep in a good light. 

You should see the signs of tiny leaves breaking 
the surface in six weeks or so. If it takes longer, 
don’t despair. Sometimes our conditions aren’t 
ideal, and sometimes the leaf isn’t ideal. 

On the bottom left of the illustration is a pot 
with a multitude of little baby plants growing from 


the mother leaf. They are ready to separate out 
when the largest leaves are about the size of the 
top joint of your thumb, but they don't mind wait¬ 
ing longer and will probably be fine if you plant 
them out sooner. Just be sure they are large 
enough and have enough roots to live on their 
own! 

As shown in the center illustration, tip the con¬ 
tents of the pot out and separate the plantlets. Dis¬ 
card the mother leaf. It is best not to plant every 
plantlet. There can be so many, but six or seven is 
average. I select three that have a good root and 
the beginning of a satisfactory leaf shape. The last 
illustration shows one already potted out into a 
small pot. The reason for potting out only three is 
that you need one for a spare and one to share. 
Pot out more and you will run out of space. 
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Of course, if it is a particularly valuable violet 
or one that is reluctant to produce the exact 
flowers that you saw on the mother plant, you 
might want to grow more. For a start, you can 
resurrect the mother leaf and re-cut the end. Re¬ 
plant it again for another crop. It will probably 
produce more babies, but in my experience, not 
as many as the first time. Probably just as well! 

If you are a real glutton, you can grow heaps 
and heaps of plantlets from your leaf. This sec¬ 
ond set of illustrations shows how you can grow 
plantlets from a small piece of leaf—a wedge 
that incorporates some fairly large veins. 

As it shows, you can cut the mid-vein out 
and then cut the remainder into sections with a 
secondary vein in each. Plant those in your pot¬ 
ting mix, keep moist, warm, in a good light, and 
wait for the plantlets to appear. I would suggest 
spend the waiting time making sure you have 
enough space to accommodate them all! 

This sequence of photographs was passed on 
to me by Charles Lawn to whom they were sent 
“quite a few years ago" by a Russian grower of 
African violets. “Thank you" to Charles and to 
the originator of the photographs. 

Seeing that they can be grown like this makes 
you realize that you can grow from even a small 
part of a leaf. If you are given a leaf, but it gets 
damaged on the way home, no problem. Just 
plant whatever small parts you can salvage, 
making sure there is a good vein in each one, 
and you haven’t lost anything. 

Of course, growing from a leaf isn’t the only 
way to propagate your violets. You can also 
grow from the side-shoots or suckers that some¬ 
times grow in the leaf axils, you can grow from 
flower stems, you can even grow from the 
flower calyx. But all that is for another time. Get 
growing from a leaf first. 

Waiting for new babies to form and for the 
new plantlets to grow really does give you 
something to get up for in the morning! 
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“Violets Love KC Jazz, Blues, and Barbecue” 

AVSA May 25 - 31, 2015 Kansas City, MO 


Best African Violet in Show 
Cajun’s Zydeco - Belinda Thibodeaux, 

Patterson, LA 

2nd Best African Violet in Show 
Rob’s Boolaroo - Ben Haning, Allen, TX 
3rd Best African Violet in Show 
S. clone diplotricha Parker - Bill Price, 

Vancouver, BC Canada 
Best AVSA Standard Collection 
Belinda Thibodeaux, Patterson, LA 
Cajun’s Freckleface Kid, Cajun’s Blueberry Hill, 
Buckeye Love’s Caress 
2nd Best AVSA Std Collection 
Mar>^ Jo Bradley, Walnut, IA 
Annabelle, LC’s Raspberry Whisper, Buckeye 
Cranberry Sparkler 
Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection 
Ben Haning, Allen, TX 

Rob’s Boolaroo, Rob’s Galiwinku, Milk}' Way Trail 
2nd Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection 
Debbie Mclnnis, Floyds Knobs, IN 
Jolly Jubilee, Jolly Orchid, Rob’s Gum Bubble 
Best AVSA Species Collection 
Ben Haning, Allen, TX 
S. 5c 1 clone tongwensis Uppsala 3397 
S. 5b clone confusa Mather E 
S. 5h clone velutina 
2nd Best AVSA Species Collection 
Carol Brown, Godfrey, IL 
S. 5b clone confusa 
S. rupicola, S. 8 clone Kacharoroni 
Best Holtkamp Collection 
Debbie Mclnnis, Floyds Knobs, IN 
Optimara Little Blackfoot, Optimara Little Maya, 
Optimara Little Arapahoe 
2nd Best Holtkamp Collection 
Kathy Lahti, Annandale, MN 
Optimara Little Ruby, Optimara Little Crystal, 
Optimara Little Azurite 
3rd Best Holtkamp Collection 
Susan Hapner, Chesterfield, MO 
Optimara Little Crystal, Optimara Little 
Moonstone, Optimara Little Ruby 


i 

Best Robinson Collection 
Debbie Mclnnis, Floyds Knobs, IN 
Rob’s Ooey Gooey, Rob’s Plaid Skirt, Rob’s Slap 
Happy 

Best Lyon’s Collection 
Debbie Mclnnis, Floyds Knobs, IN 
Heartbreak Kid, Lexi, Lollipop Kid 
2nd Best Lyon’s Collection | 

Ben Haning, Allen, TX 
Little Ebony, Red Tiger, Little Busybody 
Best Standard African Violet 
Cajun’s Zydeco - Belinda Thibodeaux, 

Patterson, LA 

Best Miniature African Violet 
Precious Red - Debbie Mclnnis, Floyds Knobs, IN 
Best Semimini African Violet 
Lollipop Kid - Debbie Mclnnis, Floyds Knobs, IN 
Best Trailer 

Rob’s Boolaroo - Ben Haning, Allen, TX 
Best Species African Violet 
S.clone diplotricha Parker - Bill Price, Vancouver, 

BC Canada 

Best New Cultivar Amateur 
Cajun’s Zydeco - Belinda Thibodeaux, 

Patterson, LA 
Best Dish Garden 

“Dish Garden - 12 to 24” - Suzanne Roberts, 

Dallas, TX 
Best Other Gesneriad 

Primulina lobulata - Bill Price, Vancouver, BC 
Canada 

2nd Best Other Gesneriad 
Sinningia ‘Ozark Scentimental Journey’ - Dale 
Martens, Davenport, IA 
Best The Alps 

The Alps - Lynn Canning, Overland Park, KS 
Best Precious Red 

Precious Red - Debbie Mclnnis, Floyds Knobs, IN 
Best Everdina 

Everdina - Hans Inpijn, Dana Point, CA 
Best Lonestar Twilight 
Lonestar TWilight - Ben Haning, Allen, TX 
Best Jersey Snowflakes 
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Jersey Snow Flakes - Richard Nicholas, 

Denton, TX 
Best Precious Pink 

Precious Pink - Debbie Mclnnis, Floyds Knobs, IN 
Best Jolly Butterfly 

Jolly Butterfly - Anne Nicholas, Denton, TX 
Best Jolly Orchid 

Jolly Orchid - Debbie Mclnnis, Floyds Knobs, IN 
Best Jolly Jan 

Jolly Jan - Susan Hapner, Chesterfield, MO 
Best Neil’s Strep 

Streptocarpus ‘Neil’s Detroit’ - Penny Smith- 
Kerker, Austin, TX 
Best Chimera 

The Alps - Lynn Canning, Overland Park, KS 
Best Ozark Sinningia 

Sinningia ‘Ozark Scentimental Journey’ - Dale 
Martens, Davenport, IA 
Best Design in Show 

“Terrarium - 24 inches or less” - Suzanne Roberts, 
Dallas, TX 

2nd Best Design in Show 
“Rhythm” - Linda Hall, Ravenwood, MO 
3rd Best Design in Show 
"Autumn Leaves" - Fran Russom, St Louis, MO 
Judges’ Special Award 
Smithiantha ‘Vivian’s Gift’ - Dale Martens, 
Davenport, IA 
Judges’ Special Award 

Streptocarpus ‘DS-Kata Tjuta’ - Steve TUmer, 
Southgate, MI 
Judges’ Special Award 

Ace of Diamonds - Kent Stork, Fremont, NE 
Horticulture Sweepstakes 
65 blue ribbons - Debbie Mclnnis, Floyds Knobs,IN 
Runner-Up to Sweepstakes 
54 blue ribbons - Ben Haning, Allen, TX 
Design Sweepstakes 

8 blue ribbons - Fran Russom, St Louis, MO 
Runner-Up to Design Sweepstakes 
8 blue ribbons - Glenda Williams, Me Dade, TX 
Best AV in Show - Commercial 
Linda Darnel - Patty Daniel, Winfield, KS 
2nd Best AV in Show - Commercial 
Jolly Jazz - Jan Davidson, Red Oak, TX 


3rd Best AV in Show - Commercial 
Santee Sioux - Kent Stork, Fremont, NE 
Best Standard Collection - Commercial 
Kent Stork, Fremont, NE 
Santee Sioux, TUtanka, Wisdom 
Best Mini/Semi Collection - Commercial 
Jan Davidson, Red Oak, TX 
Jolly Diamond, Jolly Jubilee, Jolly Lilac 
2nd Best Mini/Semi Collection - Commercial 
Donna Brining, Hammonton, NJ 
Rob’s Loose Noodle, Shirl’s Hawaiian Lei, Petite 
Blarney 

Best Holtkamp Collection - Commercial 
B J Ohme, Lincoln, NE 

Rhapsodie Michelle, Optimara Texas II, Rhapsodie 
Rosalie 

2nd Best Holtkamp Collection - Commercial 
Kent Stork, Fremont, NE 
Rhapsodie Patricia, Optimara New Mexico, 
Optimara myTemptation 
Best Other Gesneriad - Commercial 
Streptocarpus ‘Moscow Lady’ - Steve Turner, 
Southgate, MI 

Best New Cultivar - Commercial 
Winter’s Finale - Paul Sorano, Dolgeville, NY 
2nd Best New Cultivar - Commercial 
Carnival Confetti - Paul Sorano, Dolgeville, NY 
3rd Best New Cultivar - Commercial 
Jolly Jazz - Jan Davidson, Red Oak, TX 
Best Horticulture Showcase - Commercial 
Showcases 

Horticulture - Steve TUmer, Southgate, MI 
2nd Best Horticulture Showcase - Commercial 
Showcases 

Horticulture - Donna Brining, Hammonton, NJ 
Best Artistic Showcase - Commercial Showcases 
Artistic - Jan Davidson, Red Oak, TX 
Best Commercial Display TUble 
Display TUbles - Donna Brining, Hammonton, NJ 
Best AV on Display TUble 
Neptune - Donna Brining, Hammonton, NJ 
Commercial Horticulture Sweepstakes 
25 blue ribbons - Jan Davidson, Red Oak, TX 
Runner-Up to Commercial Horticulture Sweepstakes 
15 blue ribbons - Kent Stork, Fremont, NE 
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AVSA 2016 Convention... 


ENCHANTING ALBUQUERQUE 

By Ann L. Jones • Pliotos by T^raskye 


Albuquerque is a delightfi.il city where “ Violets 
Color the Land of Enchantment ." It was listed by 
British Airways in “Where to Be Seen in 2014" 
and, as one of Todor’s Travel Ups “25 Places to go 
in 2015." 

Albuquerque is bordered on the east by the San- 
dia Mountains. “Sandia” is the Spanish word for 
watermelon. In the winter at sunset, frequently, 
the mountains glow with the watermelon colors of 
pinks to reds. The Sandia Peak Tramway, the 
longest in the world, goes to the crest where 
11,000 square miles of landscape can be seen. The 
nightscape shines with green, blue, reddish yellow' 
exterior lit buildings against the clear sky. Richly 
colored sunsets brighten the western sky with vi¬ 
brant oranges, reds, yellow's. USA Today named 
Albuquerque one the best places to w'atch a sunset. 



Winter Sunset 


The one-quarter mile “Singing Road" is located 
on the historic Route 66 Highway. As the tires hit 
the rumble strip covered asphalt with metal plates 
strategically placed beneath, “America, the Beau¬ 
tiful” is heard when traveling at the recommended 
speed of 45 miles per hour. Placement of the metal 
plates and speed is critical to producing the desired 
tones. The musical road was built by National Ge¬ 
ographic to feature on their “Crowd Control” tele¬ 
vision program. There are only two musical roads 
in the United States, for a total of six throughout 
the world. The other is located in Lancaster, Cali¬ 
fornia, and it plays “The William Tell Overture.” 


Historic route 66, which is now Central Avenue, 
tuns from the Sandia Mountains on the east to the 
dormant volcanoes on the west end of town. Al¬ 
buquerque developed around Route 66. Vintage 
signs are peppered along Central Avenue, as well 
as newer ones that maintain the aesthetics of the 
area.Nob Hill is a favorite of both locals and Albu¬ 
querque visitors. It offers unique, locally-owned 
shops, some of the finest restaurants in Albu¬ 
querque, special events through the year, nightlife, 
art galleries etc. Some original neon store signs and 
art deco towers still remain. 

West of Nob Hill is the University of New Mex¬ 
ico, the state’s largest secondary school and re¬ 
search institution, and one of its biggest 
employers. It covers 600 acres on the main cam¬ 
pus. It is home to four museums: Maxwell Mu¬ 
seum of Anthropology, University Art Museum, 
Geology and Meteorite Museum, and the South¬ 
west Biology Museum. The Arboretum located at 
the University contains 320 species of woody 
plants. Eight of the University of New Mexico 
buildings are listed separately on the National Reg¬ 
istry of Historic Places. 



Old Town Plaza 


Old Town, west of the University of New Mex¬ 
ico, dates back to 1706 when the city was 
founded. Adobe buildings featuring small shops 
and galleries with unique gift items from New 
Mexico and around the world surround the central 
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plaza. Some of the original homes have been con¬ 
verted into shops and restaurants. For example, 
Casa de Ruiz, the oldest home in Albuquerque, 
built in 1706, is now the Church Street Cafe. 



San Felipe de Neri Church 


Old Town’s central plaza is dominated on the 
north by San Felipe De Neri Catholic Church with 
twin towers. The church, built in the 1700’s in the 
shape of a cross with walls five-feet thick is still in 
use today. The adjacent building west of the 
church, originally a hospital, school, and convent, 
is now a gift shop. On the southeast comer of the 
church property is a carving of the Virgin Mary in 
the trunk of an old Cottonwood tree. The carving 
was made by Tobi Avila, handyman and artist. He 
promised the Virgin Mary he would do something 
for her if he returned home safe from the Korean 
War. He used a simple knife and small hammer as 


his tools. He died one week after the carving was 
completed. 

Hidden patios in winding brick paths, small gar¬ 
dens, and shops are located off Old Town’s central 
plaza. Cultural and musical events are held on the 
Plaza from April to October. The Museum of Art 
and History, the New Mexico Museum of Natural 
History, and the TUrquoise Museum (which dis¬ 
plays specimens from around the world) are lo¬ 
cated near the plaza. 



San Felipe de Neri Church 


A pedal-powered tour taxi is available for a 
modest fee. The knowledgeable tour guide en¬ 
riches the visit to Old Town by relating fascinating 
history and facts about the area. 

For an unforgettable experience, attend the 
AVSA 2016 National Convention in Albuquerque, 
where Violets Color the Land of Enchantment. 



Optimara 
Degas II 

Exhibited by: 

Alice Delaney 
Hybridized by: 
Holtkamp 
Standard 
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Society Awards 


VLADIMIR N. KALGIN, Ph. D. 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION/ INTERNA¬ 
TIONAL EXCELLENCE IN THE AFRICAN 
VIOLET WORLD 

In 1997 she took him to the store to choose 
two (2) African violets for her collection. “It was 
a big mistake taking you to the market that day!" 
By 2002, his love of and curiosity' about varieties 
and propagating—in an apartment—soon grew 
into their shop, VIOLET'S HOUSE. Each month, 
clubs hold their shows there, spending eleven 
(11) days each, on the premises—including a 
Christmas Show! Tatiana and Vladimir give the 
participants diplomas, presents, and champagne! 
Five thousand people come to their shows! 

In 2001, they joined AVSA. Their first Con¬ 
vention was 2002 in Washington D.C. Also that 
year, they held their first Judged Show. Each Sep¬ 
tember over twenty hybridizers (Russian and 
Ukranian) hold a show at Dorn Fialki, (Violet’s 
House) in Moscow, bringing hybrids and giving 
presentations. Vladimir publishes their hybridiz¬ 
ers’ catalogs and books. 

In 2003, Vladimir founded a full-color African 
Violet magazine, Uzambarskaia Fialka . which has 
10,000 subscribers. In 2004 Vladimir translated 
into Russian the AVSA Growers. Exhibitors and 
judges Handbook to improve show quality. 

For AVSA, Vladimir has donated dozens of 
leaves for the Auction Luncheon and for growers 
and hybridizers. He also buys dozens of leaves 
and bids on interesting purchasing time slots! 
And , he sponsors Convention Show Awards for 
the “Best Russian Collections." 

Today, hundreds of Russian and Ukrainian hy¬ 
brids are available in the US and Canada. Vladimir 
has encouraged many Russian, Ukrainian and 
Belorus to join AVSA. Originally, Vladimir helped 
start three (3) clubs in Russia—now they can’t 
count how many clubs there are! 

Vladimir is an Advanced Judge, has served as 
Director, received the 1-Year Honorary Member¬ 
ship, and is President of the African Violet Society 
of Russia. Both he and Thtiana, his wife of thirty- 


seven years, are Life Members. 

Thank you for taking him to the market that 
day, Thtiana! For sharing his love for violets and 
spreading the growth of AVSA around the world, 
the African Violet Society of America awards 
Special Recognition for International Excellence 
in the African Violet World to Vladimir Kalgin. 

PAT E. HANCOCK 

MABEL AND GLENN HUDSON 
MEMORIAL AWARD 

She made my jacket and donated it to the 
Ways & Means Thble. She made my coral 
sweater and donated it to the Auction Luncheon. 
Generous. Kind. Persevering. She has grown 
African violets for sixty-eight years. In 1990 she 
finally joined a club. In 1991 she was given her 
first seed pod and was hooked. In 1992 she 
joined her second club. 

For these two clubs, Cincinnati AVS and AVS of 
Dayton, Pat served many terms in leadership 
roles. She presents numerous programs and 
hands-on demonstrations, always willing to teach 
and share her extensive knowledge of growing 
and showing African violets. She started monthly 
sessions to help members with club project plants, 
resulting in better-quality shows each year. Pat 
wants every grower to be successful! 

In 1992 she joined the Ohio State AVS, AVSA, 
and is a Commercial Member. A Senior Judge and 
Teacher, Pat is a member of the Ohio State Judges 
Council and the Mid-Atlantic AVS. The mother of 
the Buckeye and Bluegrass Series, Pat earned the 
Bronze Medal in 2005. She writes helpful arti¬ 
cles for African Violet Magazine , participates in 
“Violet Reflections” online and sponsors ten 
Buckeye leaves for each AVSA membership; and 
Pat sponsors Convention Show Awards for the 
“Best Buckeye Collections.” 

The African Violet Society of America applauds 
the steadfast spirit of Pat Hancock and awards her 
the Mabel and Glenn Hudson Memorial Award for 
outstanding leadership activities within an affili¬ 
ated chapter. 
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RUSSELL KIRCHNER 

ONE-YEAR HONORARY MEMBERSHIP 

Here is a person who always seemed to be 
everywhere, helping out. He also must’ve been 
a Boy Scout, because he attentively helped Vio¬ 
let folks with disabilities negotiate the halls of 
the Convention. Our spies said, “They adored 
him." 

Russell, our Mr. Congeniality from Holtkamp 
Greenhouses, designed several types of staging 
displays, including the huge Nashville-themed 
welcoming banjo executed in electric Optimara 
African Violets. 

The African Violet Society of America awards 
the One-Year Honorary Membership to the 
2014 Nashville Convention Co-Chair, Russell 
Kirchner. 

RONALD E. DAVIDSON 

ONE-YEAR HONORARY MEMBERSHIP 

If you are my age, you might recall that it was 
banjoist Roy Clark who used the phrase, pickin' 
'n' grinnin' on the TV variety show “Hee Haw”. 
So, here is a person to whom pickin’ and grin¬ 
nin’ was a snap—in Nashville. 

Ron engineered multitudes of details through 
experienced committees large and small. As 
Chair of the 2014 AVSA Convention, Ron built 
the International event that was one of the best, 
thanks to all the leadership involved. And, 
without his and Janice's coordinating, there 
would have been NO Society Awards presented 
in Nashville last year. The awards would have 
been sitting in my living room in Far West Texas. 

The African Violet Society of America values 
the constant dedication of Ron Davidson and 
awards him the One-Year Honorary Membership. 

JOHN T. CARTER 

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

I met John Cater honoree at a Lone Star African 
Violet Council Convention in the 1990s. Then he 
moved to Tulsa, Oklahoma, up north of us, and 
Texas lost two excellent African violet people. 
John celebrates his 40th wedding anniversary this 
year and perhaps he was able to present Judy a 
bouquet of roses from his own rose garden. 


They joined the AVS of Greater Uilsa and the Mis¬ 
souri Valley African Violet Council, working also 
for the benefit of AVSA all the while. Then, John 
chaired the colorful 2008 TUlsa Convention, “Get 
Your Kicks on Route 66. .John serves AVSA as a 
Senior Judge and is a Life Member. Besides the 
Uilsa Rose Society, John belongs to the Gesner- 
iad Society and is a Judge. 

A computer systems analyst for Amoco Cor¬ 
poration, John helped the AVSA office become Y2 
compliant and purchased the computer and soft¬ 
ware required. He served as Director twice and 
serves on the following committees: Shows and 
Judges, Convention Awards, Society Awards, In¬ 
ternet and Chairs the Technology Committee. 
John was awarded the One-Year Honorary Mem¬ 
bership in 1999 and 2009; and the Continuing 
Service Award in 2006. He has served us as 
3rd, 2nd, 1st Vice-President and President. 

The African Violet Society of America con¬ 
gratulates and thanks John Carter and awards 
him the Honorary Life Membership and Past 
President’s Pin. 

TOM GLEMBOCKI 

CONTINUING SERVICE AWARD 

During the last few years, AVSA was fortunate 
to have had volunteers with advanced technical 
skills. Our website, for example, has been devel¬ 
oped and maintained by several of these generous 
and talented people. 

A current technological change is in applications 
for the cell phone. Today, judges can flick through 
images on their Smart Phones rather than flip 
pages in their Master Variety Lists. 

Tom registered as a Google Developer and ac¬ 
quired the tools necessary to develop a First Class 
version for the Android Operating System. After 
testing by a few users of First Class, the application 
became available in the Google store. Google col¬ 
lects part of the sales price for hosting the store, 
while the rest of the proceeds are deposited into 
AVSA's account. Tom serves on the Library, the 
Technology, and the Internet Committees. 

The African Violet Society of America thanks 
Tom Glembocki, and awards him the Continuing 
Service Award. 
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BARBARA BURDE, D.V.M. 

ONE-YEAR HONORARY MEMBERSHIP 

Here is a person who has placed collars on dog¬ 
gies and kitties. She also collared the energy and 
expertise of AVSAs volunteer technologists. As 
Chair of the Website Committee, Barbara ushered 
in a new website which has evolved and is now a 
part of AVSA. Various committees have also been 
trained to maintain the information applicable to 
their part of the website. Maintenance of the web¬ 
site has been placed in the hands of those respon¬ 
sible for the content of the data. 

The African Violet Society of America is thankful 
for her skills and dedication to this project, and 
awards Barbara Burde the One-Year Honorary 
Membership. 


PENNY WICHMAN 

ONE-YEAR HONORARY MEMBERSHIP 

This person spends time in alleys—at the front 
of them. She travels to other people's alleys be¬ 
cause she is a champion bowler in women's tour¬ 
naments. Sometimes, Penny shows cars! In 
addition, she is very active in several African vio¬ 
let groups and has served as treasurer for the Ohio 
State African Violet Society. Penny has chaired 
their September show as long as our spies can re¬ 
member—and the shows always turn out great. 
And so did the AVSA Show in Nashville! 

The African Violet Society of America 
appreciates the Show Chair of the 2014 AVSA 
Show and awards Penny Wichman the One-Year 
Honorary Membership. 



Jolly Jazz 

2nd Best AV in Show 
- Commercial 
Exhibited by: 

Jan Davidson 
Hybridized by: 

H. Pittman 
Miniature 


Photo Credit : Winston J. Goretsky 
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Sinningia bullata 

Exhibited by: Edna Alexander 


V_ 


Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 
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Anne & Frank Tinari Endowment Fund 

Janet Riemer • 256 Pennington-Harbourton Rd., Pennington, NJ 08534 
Donations received from: January 1 - February 26, 2015 

$2 Chimera 

County (NJ) - judgingfees 

Nancy Can 

Dolores Gibbs 

for Paula Bai, Rodney 

Central Arkansas African 

Anonymous 

Barnet, Barbara Donsfi', 

Society 

Fantasy 

Susan Hanna, Paul Kroll, 
JanMurasko, JudyNiema, 

Meredith Hall - in memory of 
Frances Young 

t ^T African Violet Society of 
Oklahoma City 

<Sl Judy O’Neil 

Oshkosh Violet Society 

fn Thumbprint 

Geneva 

First African Violet 

Kathy Bell 

J® Two-tone 

(SgP North Star African Violet 
Council 

Pamela Schwager 

Society of Denton, TX 

DoDe Whitaker 

F. Eleanor Mattaliano 

Hans Inpijn 

Edna Rourke 

Rebecca McMeel 

Nancy Hayes 

Mel Grice 

Nadine Tlchy 

Alpha African Violet Society of 

Robert Kurzynski 

Judy Walton 

Dallas, TX 

LaDonna Hopson 

Patricia Apgar 

Wisconsin Council of African 

Judith Hess 

Virginia Barthelemy 

Violet Clubs 

Penny Smith-Kerker 

Corky Reichmann 

Florence Naylor 

African Violet Society of 

Rita Marie Kuni 

gw Multicolor 

Denton, TX - speaker's fee 
for Bill Foster 

Kathleen Hartley 

Judith Hess 

Ujb Michigan State African 

Tidewater African Violet Society 

Sayeh Beheshti 

Violet Society 

(VA)- speaker’sfeefor Kitty 

Martha Cranford 

in memory of Dorothy 

Hedgepeth 

Carol Semrau 

Adams 

Richmond African Violet Society 

Suzanne Patricia Altenburg 

Janet Riemer 

(VA) - speaker's fee for Sue 

Margaret Schmierer 

Mary Corondan 

Hoffmann 

JoEllen Bowden 

Fli Country Judges Workshop 

Columbus African Violet Society 

Robert McMeel 

Delaware African Violet Society 

(OH) 

Susan E. Joy 

& Gesneriad Society 

Tri-Counties African Violet 

Marion A. Hamtil 

speaker’s fee for Mark 

Society (CA) - in memory of 

Martin S. Wright 

Griffith 

Dorothy Kosowsky 

Jo Anne Schrimsher 

First African Violet Society of 

Diane Miller (in memory of 

Richard A. Nicholas 

Wichita Falls, TX - judging 

Dorothy Kosowsky) 

Betty W. Ferguson 

fee for Bill Foster, Ron & Jan 
Davidson 

African Violet Club of Morris 

Lucinda Kemmis-Guymon 

Joan Wood 

Richard Can 

Total this period: $ 4,637.05 
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Growing Up With Violets 

By Martha Durrett 


Seventy-two. That was the number of African 
violets I had to transfer from the dining room floor 
to the kitchen table before school in the morning, 
then reverse the process after school every day. It 
was tough fighting my mother’s violet collection 
for attention growing up. It was the early and 
middle 1950’s that my leafy rivals took up 
residence in our house. 

Mother and her friends in the Sacramento 
Saintpaulia Society in the 1950's lived and 
breathed violet lore, growing tips, and discovery of 
new varieties. The lady next door to us, Mrs. 
Barton, even had a special room constructed and 
attached to her detached garage just for her violets 
and their special stands and lights. Mrs. Barton’s 
and Mother’s violet rivalry was taken very 
seriously. Mother and she did not speak. Ever. 

The ladies in Mother’s violet club were 
delightful. I clearly remember my favorite 
member, Lillian. She always wore violet-themed 
clothes with full skirts and even gave me a hand¬ 
kerchief with violets on it. I still carry it in my 
purse. The “violet ladies" as they were called at 
home, taught me about “boy" and “girl” leaves 
and all sorts of interesting information. Without 
even realizing it, I became the club expert on 
identifying plants. There were not so many 
different varieties in those days. 

Using old nylon stockings, mother wicked her 
plants and perched them in large empty tomato 
juice cans on the floor of our den. There was 
always a problem with rust in the cans after the 
water sat for a while. At one time, she had over 
400 plants. I hated every single one of them. 

Mother, Dad, and I used to take drives into the 
mountains once or twice a year, so mother and I 
could gather decomposing leaves. She liked to in¬ 
corporate them in her violet potting soil. Nothing 
was ever simple with those darn plants! The 
decomposing leaves had to be sterilized—in our 
kitchen oven! Our oven was also pressed into 
service to bake potting soil—even when it con¬ 
tained manure of some kind. Yuk! 


As the violet clubs—I remember two of them— 
started having violet shows, Mother decided I 
should enter arrangements. Mother arranged the 
plants, entered them in my name. I won. I should 
have been thrilled. As a grumpy sixth grader, I 
was not. Mother won many blue ribbons for her 
plants. She was overjoyed with each one she 
received. 

I received a chemistry set for Christmas one 
year. I diabolically mixed all the chemicals to¬ 
gether until they smelled like ammonia, and then 
mixed them in mother's potting soil. She kept a 
large pot of it on her potting table in the den. I 
just knew I had found the cure for those pesky ri¬ 
vals of mine!!! Not so. The mixture actually stim¬ 
ulated the violets’ growth, leaving mother to 
wonder just what she had done differently. Dam! 

Eventually, even I had to grow up and over¬ 
come my competitiveness with the plants. I 
moved from Sacramento down the Central Valley 
to Bakersfield where I taught elementary school 
for many years. In the early years of my career, 
when Mother and Dad drove down to visit, 
Mother always carefully carried a blooming violet 
with her as a gift for me. I did not have a green 
thumb, so the violets did not do well and eventu¬ 
ally died. The last plant she brought me was 
Happy Harold. I really loved that plant, but 
couldn’t keep it alive. I would give anything to 
have another. If you can help me find a small 
plant of Happy Harold, please contact me at gm- 
durrett@charter. net. 

Now I am a retired teacher. I have a small col¬ 
lection of violets—36. My plants are the ones 
Mother only could dream of having—green ones, 
yellow ones, Chimeras. I love each plant and miss 
Mother terribly. Oh, yes—and I am a life member 
of the AVSA. 

I guess one could say I learned everything I 
needed to know in life from African Violets. Bloom 
no matter how others feel about you. TUming over 
a new leaf is not a bad thing to do. 

Violets bring the best memories. 
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Technically Speaking.. .or Not mo,,,.. ( 6 i<» 356-6183 

By Neil Lipson Email: ndlipson@gmail.com 


Disbudding, Grooming, and other Techniques and 
Tips, From Top Growers Across the Country 


I have a confession. In my seven 
years of growing to show, I have never 
won a Best in Show' (BIS). I’ve been 
growing violets for thirty-one years, 
since 1985, but none of them for show' 
until recently. Yes, I’ve w'on the Hor¬ 
ticultural Sweepstakes, Best Mini, Best 
Variegated, collections and such with 
many Best in Class (BIC), but not BIS. 

Of course in my club, the AVSS of 
Springfield, PA, w'e have four of the 
best growers on the East Coast, but that 
really is no excuse for me. I didn’t completely un¬ 
derstand, and my friends didn’t either. I now have 
a much better idea, and here’s how both my read¬ 
ers and I can benefit from the solutions. 

Disbudding 

The original disbuddin; 

Pauline Bartholomew'. It I 
starts off at twelve w'eeks 
before the show. That 
will give you a great start. 

However, I spoke to Paula 
Bal, Sandy Skalski, Kurt 
Jablonski, and Pat Han¬ 
cock, and they would dis¬ 
bud for a much longer 
period. In some cases like 
Kurt and Sandy, they 
keep them disbudded all 
year long, a technique 
that doubles the size of 
the plants with an in-1 
crease in blooms for any 
show. Because I grow for the beauty of the blooms 
and not for shows, mine bloom most of the time. 
In advance of shows, I was looking to save time 
and didn’t disbud until later, more like see weeks, 
and it just didn’t give enough energy to the plants 


to ’’explode’’ in blooms. If you disbud 
for twelve or more w'eeks, the plant 
grows bigger and fuller and, if you can 
tolerate it, keep those show plants dis¬ 
budded all the time until close to show 
time. 

Repotting for Shows and Large 
Entries 

1 sat dow'n with Pat Hancock after 
the Pat Hancock/Marie Burns talk on 
“Growing Bigger Plants" at the Kansas 
City convention, and just a few days 
ago got the latest ideas. 

One of these tips was to repot your show plants 
ever}' three months. Pat recommended removing 
the lower circle of leaves each time you repot. Also 
recommended was to turn the plant a little once a 
week, to improve symmetry. One trick Pat uses is 

to plant the violet a little 
deeper in the pot to force 
it to grow up and avoid 
drooping leaves. By the 
time the leaves cut into 
the pot, they will usually 
be removed. There are 
some pots that have 
flared edges to prevent 
this from happening. 

Also recommended is 
checking for every tiny 
bud or sucker, as these 
will quickly distort the 
plant you’re growing for 
the show. Pat does NOT 
recommend using bloom booster for variegated 
plants as it will affect their pattern of growth, 
which will be an obvious cultural break. 

Many top-quality growers will use foliar feeding 
to boost blooms instead of adding it to the water. 



schedule is from 



Paula Bal 
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The underside of 
leaves are more 
receptive to the 
absorption of 
these nutriments 
without showing 
spots on the tops 
of the leaves. 
Rain or distilled 
water reduces 
this by quite a 
bit. 

Now this is 
where it gets 
tricky: stop dis- 
Pat Hancock budding at 

around six to eight weeks for normal weather or 
four to six weeks if the weather is warmer. This is 
more an art than a science and separates the "men 
from the boys.” Sandra Skalski will actually put 
the blooming time of each show plant on a spread¬ 
sheet to “tweak” the disbudding accordingly. 

One last tip from Pat Hancock, is to make sure 
you have five or more blooms per stem. 

Grooming 

Grooming is one area that 
is easy to neglect. This 
should actually be done as 
early as six months before the 
show. Having too many 
plants complicates this, be¬ 
cause with a large collection, 
some plants are touching, and 
leaves of one plant are par¬ 
tially covering others. It’s not 
a good way to grow, as this 
prevents light from reaching 
the plants evenly and will 
cause the plant to become 
asymmetrical. 

Aside from the crowding 
issue, there are other things 
that can be done to improve 
grooming. One important tip 
is to keep the plant in the 
same place in your growing Belinda 

area. You don’t want to move 


Sandra Skalski 


the plant 
from the edge 
of the lights 
to the center 
of the tray 
suddenly, or 
you’ll get a 
substantial 
culture break. 

A cultural 
break is 
where you 
can see the 
leaves have 
“shifted," and 
a different 
growing pat¬ 
tern emerges. 

The amount of 
light in the middle of the tray is twice that of the 
edge. If you do move things, do it gradually. 

There is one exception to this rule, and that’s in 
the last week or two before the show. If your plant 
is blooming too early, or too late, then it's time to 
move those particular plants 
to a higher or lower shelf. 
The lower shelves are cooler 
and will keep the blooms 
longer, with the higher 
shelves warmer, which will 
aid the buds to bloom. 
Also, you can put the bot¬ 
tom shelf on its own timer 
with less light, so you can 
slow down the overactive 
bloomers to last until the 
show. It doesn't matter how 
beautiful and symmetrical 
your plant is unless it has 
the fresh blossoms. 

Limiting Your 

Collection 

This is a VERY difficult 
piece of advice to take, as 
there are way too many 
Thibodeaux beautiful violets out there to 

comfortably limit your collec- 


I 
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tion. You can 'lighten your load’ by giving the 
“backup" plants to others, as you can also get a 
leaf or sucker back in a pinch. 

I do limit duplicate plants by giving away a 
dozen or so each month. These violets go to local 
clubs, as they self-propagate, and I could never 
throw away a sucker, especially from a chimera. 
Besides, you need chimera backups, as they revert 
quite often. On top of that, many of my friends 
give me rare plants that no one else has, which are 
incredibly beautiful, and it is difficult to turn them 
down. Still, I tty not to sacrifice my existing col¬ 
lection by growing some new' ones, and I am very 
picky about w'hat 1 bring into my collection. 

Because 1 just don’t have the time to ship plants 
to other growers, my donations of plants are al¬ 
ways in person, either at show's, or to other local 
clubs on the East Coast. Sometimes 1 will give my 
rare plants to w'hat 1 lovingly call a “violet mule," 
i.e., someone who grows, propagates, and trans¬ 
fers the plants to others near them in another part 
of the country or world. In doing so, there are 
few'er lost plants due to shipping, temperatures, 
etc., and this dramatically reduces the stress that 
these delicate plants need to endure. 

Time Saving Ups 

The trick is to spend time on the show plants 
and groom those few, rather than grooming all of 
them, especially if you have a few hundred in your 
collection like I do. I keep a lot of my plants under 
domes, mostly backup plants just to have some¬ 
thing in case the primary plant is having a prob¬ 
lem. Because half of the plants in my collection 
are rare (and in some cases one-of-a-kind) violets, 
I simply can’t ignore them or give them to an in¬ 
experienced grower who may lose the plant. I 
grow most of my chimeras in two separate places 
in my house in case of environmental changes that 
may cause only one of them to revert instead of 
all of them. 

This happened when I had ALL of my ‘Sugar 
N’ Spice’ chimeras revert. They were all on the 
same shelf, and all four reverted in the same week. 
To my shock and dismay, NO ONE ELSE had the 
plant When this occurred, I posted the request not 
only in one of my articles, but also in the “most 
wanted” column. I heard nothing. Eventually, I 


located it on someone’s shelf to whom 1 had given 
it three years earlier. It really pays to be generous, 
ESPECIALLY in growing African violets. The ex¬ 
pression “pay it forward" is very apt for all of us 
growers, and the generosity is overwhelming with 
all the kind-hearted people in this hobby. 

Organization of your growing makes things 
much easier, and a beautifully well-organized 
growing area will encourage you to groom and 
grow much better plants. 1 even put a TV on my 
grooming table, which allows me to multi-task, 
which makes my repotting and grooming a lot 
more fun, or at least more tolerable. 

Tailoring Your Soil to Your Needs 

1 found out very quickly how a soil mix that 
works great for one grower may not work at all for 
another. Whether you wick or top water also 
changes things. If you live in Florida, for example, 
instead of the much colder states, that will dictate 
your mix. For myself, however, for many decades 
I have used a mix of: 

24 oz. of Miracle Gro peat moss 

24 oz. of Miracle Gro perlite 

24 oz. of Hoffman’s or Miracle Gro vermiculite 

24 oz. of regular Baccto, or Baccto Lite (prefer¬ 
ably Baccto) 

3 tsp. (teaspoons) of large granule dolomite 
lime 

Note: Ounces (oz.) are in fluid ounce, not by 
weight - or to better say, 3 cups (8 oz. in a cup). 

However, as I write this article, I am trying a 
mix of primarily Organic Mechanics Premium 
Blend and Miracle Gro African Violet soil and mak¬ 
ing it lighter for my top-watering method. Many 
exceptional growers such as BIS winner, Kurt 
Jablonski, swear by Organic Mechanics, so I am 
giving it a tty. 

Tailoring Your Fertilizer to Your Growing 
Conditions 

If you grow in a soilless mix, then NEVER use 
a urea-based fertilizer. Because I use rainwater 
(which is basically identical to distilled and reverse 
osmosis water), I must add micronutrients and 
trace elements. This is accomplished with my fa¬ 
vorite fertilizer, which is Plant Marvel 14-12-14, 
all year round. Instead of bloom booster during the 
shows, I sometimes increase the fertilizer for the 
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few weeks before the show by about 50% depend¬ 
ing on how my plants are blooming. You really 
need to keep that third number (potassium [K]) 
high, for the blooms to be vibrant. Bloom booster 
will NOT do this as most are 12-36-14. 

Ups from the Experts 

I spoke to three of my top-growing friends that 
win BIS as well as MANY other rosettes, and here’s 
what I heard from them: 

Paula Bal, growing seriously for eight years, 
won BIS on her first show and many since then. 
She uses Dyna Gro fertilizer and fluorescent lamps. 
She disbuds standards for over six to nine months 
and semis and minis for about four to six months 
before a show. She makes adjustments depending 
on temperatures and type of plant, between six and 
eleven weeks before a show. 

Sandra Skalski, growing for twenty-four 
years, won BIS eighteen times, grooms and 
disbuds all year long and uses fluorescent lamps. 
Her soil is a formulation of Miracle Gro African 
Violet soil. 

Kurt Jablonski, growing for twelve years, 


showing for two to three years with some BIS, 
grooms and disbuds all year long. Nearing the 
shows, he foliar feeds, spraying under the leaves 
with Grannies Bloomer’s Fertilizer at 1/8 tsp. per 
gallon. He has about 50-60 plants and spends 
around two hours/day on them. 

Conclusion 

Each grower needs to decide whether they grow 
for show or grow for blooms all year round. If you 
want to do both, then grow a dedicated amount for 
the show, and groom and disbud accordingly, but 
it will mean growing more plants. 

You CAN win more ribbons and rosettes, but it 
involves a LOT of work, so be careful what you 
wish for. I would like to thank Jeannie Myers for 
her proofing of this article and Sandra Skalski, 
Paula Bal, Kurt Jablonski, and Pat Hancock for 
their tips for growing to show 

Neil Lipson is afull-time computer consultant. 
He can be reached by emailing him at 
ndlipson@gmail.com or calling 610-356-6183 
afterlpm Eastern time. He will return your call. 


Time to Submit Your Nominations 
for AVSA Best Varieties List 


No nominations for the Best Varieties have been 
submitted this year. We have made it easier to 
submit your nominations for Best Varieties. You 
can now go to the AVSA website members section 
and enter your nominations from the website. 
Once you have decided on your entries, simply 
complete the online form and click the submit but¬ 
ton. There is also a form that can be printed out 
and mailed if you would rather do that. If you are 
one of our members reading this that does not use 
computers, you may write your entries on a piece 
of paper and mail them to me, and they will be in¬ 
cluded in the compilation process. 

Every member may submit a list of 25 varieties 
once a year. Entries received by September 1 st will 


be included in the report appearing in the Novem¬ 
ber/December issue of the African Violet Maga¬ 
zine. Entries received after September 1st will be 
included in the following year report, so you can 
submit a nomination at any time, and it will be in¬ 
cluded. 

If you are mailing in your nominations using 
the form from the website, the address is included 
on the form. If you are mailing in a written nom¬ 
ination the address appears in the inside cover of 
the AVM every issue. It is repeated here for your 
convenience. 

Mail your nominations for Best Varieties to John 
Carter, 1825 W Lincoln St, Broken Arrow, OK, 
74012-8509. 
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Photo Credit: Neil Lipson 


Sport of Rob 's Dodo Bird 

Exhibited by: Susan Amao 


Semiminiature 
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Jolty Eyes 

Exhibited by: Janet Shaeffer 
Hybridized by: H. Pittman 
Semiminiature 
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All by Myself 

The Value of Isolating Plants 

By Joyce Stork 


You just came home from the plant sale where 
you found some great buys. So what did you do 
next? Got the new plants out of the box and put 
them into good light? Maybe transplanted them 
into fresh potting mix? Or maybe you just set them 
down in the plant room with the others until you 
had a little more time .... That’s when the trouble 
started. But you didn’t know about it until weeks 
or even months had passed, and by then it was 
too late. You aren’t alone. Many growers get a lit¬ 
tle careless about isolating new plants. 

Isolation is the process of setting any new 
plants apart from established plants. This 
technique is a key pan of preventing the transfer of 
disease or pests. Many growers know it is a good 
idea, but many also know how easy it is to become 
careless. 

Who should isolate new plant acquisitions? 
Everyone who has plants of any type already 
growing in their home should have a strategy in 
place for isolating any new plants away from the 
existing ones. 

What plants need to be isolated? 

Your plant collection should already be isolated 
in a part of the house where there is little oppor¬ 
tunity for diseases or pests to be introduced; a place 
without open windows or doors w'hich open to the 
outside; a place not trafficked by pets who go out¬ 
side. New' plants then must be placed outside this 
safe space until their health is proven. 

Every new plant must be suspect. Pests and dis¬ 
eases can infest or infect a plant without much no¬ 
tice. The best growers offering the most perfect 
specimens cannot know everything about the 
microscopic world that surrounds their production 
area. Plant sales and show areas are a perfect 
environment for transmission. Healthy-looking 
plants are no guarantee of perfect health. 

All new plants, whether tropical foliage plants, 
Gesneriads, gift plants, or bedding plants, should 
be kept out of the isolated area reserved for your 


collection. Certain pests cross over easily from one 
genus or plant family to another. Soil or foliar 
mealy bugs, thrips, and red spider mites have a 
broad appetite. Diseases (such as powdery 
mildew) affect many plants. 

What do growers do to make new plants safer 
for integration? 

Many growers feel safe if they use a strategy of 

DIRT: 

Disbud - ideally before the new plants enter 
your home. 

Isolate - immediately and for a significant period 
of time to come. 

Repot - in fresh potting mix, removing and 
discarding old soil immediately. 

Treat - with appropriate preventative chemicals, 
as desired. There is no one chemical that will 
control every pest or every disease. 

The challenge is to do these things without 
cross-contaminating your collection in the process. 

When is it safe to integrate new plants? 

It’s easier to know that plants are sick, rather 
than to know when they are truly healthy. 

The longer you wait to integrate new plants, the 
better it is, but three months might be a reason¬ 
able rule. When this question was posed on Face- 
book, one grower said “at least a month,” while 
another said six months was best. Only hindsight 
will tell you what you should have done. 

Where should new plants be isolated? 

The best plan is to keep new plants in one room 
and established plants in another. This usually 
doesn’t work, since the new plants need good care 
if they are to thrive. The best lighting set-up, the 
repotting bench, sink, and supplies are often near 
or inside the room with your collection. It’s pretty 
hard to have a second set-up that is in a 
completely different part of your home. Many 
growers find it is hard enough to manage their 
collection without having to duplicate that work in 
a completely different setting. 
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As an alternative, some growers opt to isolate 
new plants onto one isolation shelf within the 
plant room. Often this would be the lowest shelf to 
prevent spills onto healthy plants. Only new plants 
go there, and they are labeled with the date of 
entry so that there is a method to track when they 
may be allowed to integrate. The separate shelf is 
an effective barrier against pests which don't fly 
and diseases which aren't airborne. But watering 
spouts and dirty hands may transport the most im¬ 
mobile diseases if you aren’t careful. If you choose 
this form of isolation, put up reminders to wash 
hands and inspect the shelf for problems regularly. 

Another method of isolation involves using 


clear plastic bags or domes. This is effective since 
an actual barrier exists. Less watering is needed 
when plants are enclosed, so it isn’t necessary to 
open the enclosure very often, further reducing the 
chance of exposure. New plants may be placed in 
the ideal light location or transplanted and still kept 
separated for a significant period of time. 

Why is isolation so important? 

Benjamin Franklin said, “An ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of cure.” That’s worth 
remembering the next time you get home from a 
show. 

From the Missouri Valley A V Council Newsletter 



APPLICATION TO JOIN 

2375 North Street, Beaumont TX 77702 


The African Violet Society of America, Inc. 

www.avsa.org 409-839-4725 avsa@earthlink.net 


Membership runs one year from the date paid and includes 6 issues of the African Violet Magazine. Dues are not refundable. 


Individual Membership USA ($35) 
Associate Member ($17.50) 

(Must reside with an AVSA member 
and no magazine will be mailed) 
International Individual, Canada ($40) 
International Individual, 
other than Canada ($60) 

Commercial USA ($60) 

Commercial Canada ($65) 

Commercial International, 
other than Canada ($70) 

Affiliate Chapter, all levels, USA ($35) 
Affiliate Chapter, all levels, Canada ($40) 
Affiliate Chapter, International 
other than Canada ($45) 

Library ($35) 

Life Member USA ($2,000) 

Life Member International ($3,000) 


New Member 


Renewal Membership # 


Please print neatly below or apply 
online at www.avsa.org/membership 

Name 


Date 


Mailing Address 
City_ 


State 


Zip 


Country, 


Email address 


Phone number 


VISA/MC accepted; or make your check payable to AVSA, Inc. 

Credit Card #_ 

Exp. Date_ 


CW2 Security Code #_ 
Signature_ 


(last three digits on back of the card) 


Were you encouraged to join AVSA by a particular 
individual, vendor or group? If so, please enter their 
name here: 


International applicants not using credit card may pay 
in US dollars with a draft or check on a USA bank. 
International Postal money orders accepted. PayPal is 
available with online application. 
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Two New Standard-sized Hybrids 
from Russian Hybridizer 
Natalya Shornyakova 


RM-Alexandria 
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Tips For Successful Growing 

By Joyce Stork 

From the AVSA Website’s FAQ Section 


Light: Mature well-rooted plants should be 
positioned about twelve inches below the tubes 
(distance between the tube and the foliage) and 
the lights should be on for approximately twelve 
hours a day. 

If the tubes are very new, the time may need 
to be reduced by as much as four hours (to only 
eight hours a day) and gradually increased by 
fifteen to thirty minutes a week until you reach 
twelve hours. Generally if the leaves are reach¬ 
ing upward, there isn't enough light. If the leaf 
are bleaching (bronze or white-green color) 
there is too much light. Plants that are rooting 
(such as recently divided clumps and propagated 
leaf cuttings) often seem to need less light and 
can usually be set around the edges of the shelf 
rather than right under the middle where the 
light is the most intense. 

Usually, leaves will green up again after 
bleaching, provided that the light is reduced and 
that they are receiving a balanced fertilizer on a 
regular basis. 

In Addition to Light, African violets need 
several things to bloom well 

a) It must be fertilized regularly with a bal¬ 
anced mix for African violets. There are many 
good brands. 

b) African violets bloom best when in small 


pots, ideally only one-third the diameter of their 
leaves. A plant that measures nine inches across 
should be in a three inch pot. 

c) African violets bloom best when the roots 
are well-developed. The best roots form in very 
porous potting mix that is kept evenly moist at 
all times- never saturated and never bone dry. 
We recommend a mix that is equal parts of 
sphagnum peat moss, vermiculite and perlite. 

d) If the air is very dry, the flower buds may 
be drying off before they are even visible. Hu¬ 
midity levels of 40% are ideal. Check also to see 
if a vent might be blowing dry air across the sur¬ 
face of the plant. 

e) Some African violets become vegetative, 
meaning they are so comfortable that they only 
grow leaves. To convert them to being 
reproductive, you must give them a little scare. 
Repotting is one method. It also works to tap the 
pot firmly on a hard surface to create a minor 
earthquake. This seems to cause the plant to 
awaken the survival-of-the-species instinct and 
it will often set buds. 

f) Some varieties are shy bloomers. If you 
have tried all of these techniques and it still does 
not bloom, discard it and try again with a 
different variety that may be more suited to your 
conditions. 
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Fantasy That! 

By Ruth Coulson • From her E-Newsletter “The African Violet Way” 
Fantasy photos courtesy of Winston J. Goretsky 


I recently saw a photograph of a flower that was 
white with a lavender blush and covered in deeper 
lavender/pink fantasy markings. It also had a wide 
green edge. It was, quite simply, gorgeous. 1 can 
only hope that one day this beautiful thing will be 
available to me, and 1 will be able to grow it. It cer¬ 
tainly set me to thinking about fantasy African vi¬ 
olets. 

Like most growers, when 1 began my great 
African violet adventure, 1 had absolutely no idea 
of the richness of colors and patterns that would 
eventually become available to us. When I first 
saw a fantasy violet flower, 1 fell in love with it, 
even though way back then fantasies were pretty 
ordinary by today’s standards. 

A friend told me about one called ‘Chocolate 
Chip’ which was pink with darker (supposedly 
chocolate-colored) markings on it. 1 immediately 
began the search and eventually found someone 
who was growing it. I started with one treasured 
leaf and from it grew a succession of plants over 
some years. There was another violet I grew at 
much the same time that was lavender with darker 
blue markings. The name has been lost to me over 
the time, but I know I enjoyed it just as much. 

What is a fantasy African violet ? It is 
just one whoseflowers have spots, splashes 
and/or streaks that are of a different, con¬ 
trasting color. This sort offower patterning 
does happen in other plants, of course. I be¬ 
lieve that since we grow African violets 
indoors we are closer to them and more able 
to enjoy the wonderful variety offower color, 
shape and size. 

These single-looking pansy shaped flowers 
were pretty plain and ordinary compared with the 
luscious flowers we see now. They seemed to be 
the best available then, but now we have fantasies 
that are edged in other colors and plain color flow¬ 
ers edged in fantasy; fantasies that are also 
chimeras, and fantasies that are also thumbprints. 
There is no end to the beauty and the variety. Even 


the nature of the 
markings has ex¬ 
tended. Rather 
than just spots, 
sprinkles, streaks, 
or splashes of color, 
we have the puff 
fantasies where the 
fantasy is usually a 
lighter color and 
the markings ap¬ 
pear in rounded 
“puffs.’’ 

Fantasy flowers 
are found on all 
sizes and shapes of 
African violets, 
whether they be 
large rosette types, 
miniature or semi¬ 
miniatures, or even 
trailers. And they 
are equally at 
home on plain 
green foliage, or on 
variegated. The 
flowers themselves 
can be single or 
double, large or 
small, ruffled or 
plain, violet- or 
star-shaped, and 
anything in be¬ 
tween. 

I remember one 
of our hybridizers 
asking me some 
years ago what I 
would wish for in a 
new African violet. 
Facetiously, I sug¬ 
gested he produce 
for me a double 
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star-shaped flower 
in a dark blue or 
possibly a fresh 
green with rich yel¬ 
low fantasy mark¬ 
ings, or the reverse 
would do. Unsur¬ 
prisingly, these 
flowers haven’t ap¬ 
peared. So far. For 
all I know, it might 
arrive any day, and 
1 will grow it and 
enjoy it when it 
does! 

I have put some 
of the fantasy 
African violet pho¬ 
tographs that I 
have at hand along 
the side of this arti¬ 
cle. There are more 
out there. So very 
many more. All 
waiting for us to 
enjoy. 

So now you 
know I am enthusi¬ 
astic about fantasy 
African violets, but 
the question re¬ 
mains: are they in 
any way different 
to grow? 

The answer to 
that is well, no, not 
really. You use the 
same potting mix, 
watering system, 
and care practices. 
The only thing is 
we may run into 
trouble because 
fantasies are fairly 
sensitive to temper¬ 
atures. Not as far as 
their growing is 



concerned - that 
isn't what I mean 
at all. They will re¬ 
main healthy in the 
same range of tem¬ 
peratures as other 
African violets. It is 
just the amount of 
fantasy markings, 
the clarity of those 
markings, and the 
richness of the col¬ 
ors is often much 
less in really hot 
temperatures. Or, 
looking at that dif¬ 
ferently, these 
characteristics are 
much enhanced in 
temperatures at the 
cooler end of the 
range that suits 
African violets. On 
the next page, 
there are two pho- 
togtaphs of ‘Playful 
Spectrum’ that 
demonstrate its be¬ 
havior at different 
times. 

Another factor 
to consider is that 
fantasy African vi¬ 
olets seem to be 
even more 

prone to mutat¬ 
ing than plainer 
flowers. I never 
consider this a 
fault. Mutation in 
African violets is 
the origin of many 
beautiful colors and 
lovely flowers. Mutation occurs when there is a 
change in the plant’s DNA that produces a differ¬ 
ent plant, and this difference can be reproduced in 
the subsequent offspring. African violet growers 
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commonly call these mutated plants “sports." 

The changes because of ternperamre that I de¬ 
scribed above are not mutations. They are purely 
seasonal and will reverse when the conditions 
change. Real mutations usually show up as a sud¬ 
den and amazing (to the eye of this humble 
grower) change in the flowers. Mutations do occur 
in the leaves, but in the flowers is the most com¬ 
mon. 

Mutations will occur when one (or more) plant- 
let of several that have been grown from a leaf has 
a totally different characteristic. Or, it might be that 
with a plant that is flowering “tme" to its descrip¬ 
tion, one part of the plant, perhaps just a flower 
stem is quite different from the rest of the plant. 
When this plant or part plant can be propagated 
you have a new cultivar. 

In fantasy African \iolets there is a common 
mutation where a plant that has pre\iously pro¬ 


duced flowers with smallish spots on a plain back¬ 
ground, now produces large irregular patches and 
splashes. 1 find it hard to know which of those I 
like the best! But chimera mutations are also fairly 
common. With a fanciful mind it is easy to tell 
yourself that there are such beautiful colors in the 
flower that they just like to rearrange themselves 
from time to time. 

Sadly, they also may mutate to a plain color, 
usually the color of the fantasy markings. These 
plainer flowers are often not as appealing as the 
"true" coloring, so we often discard them. Do take 
care not call the mutated plant by the name of the 
original. The original name applies to the plant per¬ 
forming according to its original description or 
merely temporarily altered by cultural conditions. 

These fantasy African violets have beautiful 
flowers and have such wonderful potential for 
even more beautiful flowers to come. 



Mites 

By Joyce Stork 

From the AVSA Website Frequently Asked Questions 


Mites are only able to feed on the tenderest 
cells of the plant, which includes the new leaves 
in the center of the African violet, the blossom 
stems, and sometimes slightly wilted older leaves, 
when the plant is dry. 

You can treat the plants for mites, but if they 
are well established it will take at least a year for 
the violets to look nice again. Marathon and 
Neem Oil are two products that have been shown 
to be somewhat effective. 

Disposal is often the wiser choice, and the one 
I recommend. You certainly can take leaves to 
propagate. When you do so, rinse them under a 
gentle stream of tepid water and then use the 
techniques described in the article on propagating 


leaves on the web site. While the leaf is rooting, 
it will be very turgid (and too hard to feed on) and 
any mites still present will starve before the new 
offspring are big enough to be a food source. Be 
sure to keep the leaves enclosed until the plantlets 
are large enough to transplant (about six 
months). You may want to treat and save the 
most precious hybrids for about a month until 
you are certain that the leaves are rooting, but 
then you should discard them to prevent re-in- 
festation. Also be aware that geraniums, bego¬ 
nias, and ivies (as well as other tender plants) are 
frequent hosts of cyclamen mites. If they are in 
the growing area, you would be wise to treat or 
discard them as well. 
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Is There a ‘Proper” Way to Grow African Violets? 

By Ruth Coulson • From her E-Newsletter, The African Violet Way 


Yes - of course there is. There are actually dozens 
of proper ways to do it. 

It is a bit of a mistake to think that there is an es¬ 
tablished exact routine that must be carried out, or 
else dire consequences will ensue. Over many years 
of listening to and reading the writings of experi¬ 
enced and successful growers discuss their methods, 
I realize that the plants are very adaptable indeed, 
and that many different growing methods are ab¬ 
solutely fine. 

Trike pots, for instance. I always use plastic pots 
because they are light-weight, inexpensive, and 
wash up easily when they need to be cleaned. I don't 
use ceramic pots because of the cost for my large col¬ 
lection of plants, and because they are heavier. Ter¬ 
racotta pots are the other option, but they have 
certain drawbacks as far as I am concerned, even 
aside from their weight. They are porous, and there¬ 
fore the moisture can evaporate out through the 
sides of the pot, so the plant dries out very quickly. 
This moisture canies with it some of the fertilizer 
salts which can leave an unsightly, and difficult to 
remove, stain on the pot. Fertilizer salts may also ac¬ 
cumulate on the rim of the pot and eventually dam¬ 
age any leaves or leaf stems that lie on there. 

And yet, I know growers who have produced 
some lovely plants in ceramic pots, and I recently 
heard of someone who has been using terracotta 
pots successfully for years. 

Then look at potting mix. Anyone who makes up 
a mix for African violets ends up making something 
different. We may all start with a basic recipe, per¬ 
haps even the same recipe, but the mud-pie making 
instinct that has been dormant since childhood takes 
over and we start to make little changes. 

Will it be a bit better with a little more peat? Per¬ 
haps I should use a substitute for peat? What about 
a bit more perlite? And so on. Using a purchased mix 
is no better, since you have quite a few to choose 
from. And it is always a temptation to improve them 
by a little more of this or that. Even pH recommen¬ 
dations for the mix vary widely. And, you know, 
most of them work perfectly well. Yes, there are a 


few things that are standard - a gritty, well-drained 
mix is probably an essential for wick watering, but 
the constituents can be very varied. 

As for how the plants are potted up...it is just 
variation all the way. How long 

a wick are we to use? What sort of wick mate¬ 
rial? Do we use a wick at all or do some other sort of 
watering? If we use a wick do we tie a knot or do we 
not? How far up into the pot do we bring the wick? 
And, most contentious of all, does the wick have to 
go through a hole in the very center of the base of 
the pot, or can any drain hole be used? All the pos¬ 
sible variations have their adherents. 

The importance of climate should be remembered. 
If someone living in a warm climate recommends 
certain methods, they may not be quite as success¬ 
ful for growing in a colder climate. Of course, the re¬ 
verse is also true. You really don’t know whether 
something will work for you until you try it. 

I wonder sometimes if the rituals we use in car¬ 
ing for our African violets are because they satisfy 
us, rather than because they are necessary for the 
plants. But that’s okay; we are growing to please 
ourselves, after all. Of course other growers’ ideas 
on growing are valuable and should be considered. 
If our plants are not growing successfully, it is a good 
idea to try other recommendations that might help. 
You might just feel that by doing what someone else 
does will result in an even better plant. Just don’t get 
carried away - try anything new in a modest way 
first. Maybe just one or two plants to start with. Wait 
a while to see what the result is. Remember, it can 
take some weeks to see the result of a change of 
method. A change of potting mix can take up to 
three months to show effects on the plant. 

A good many years ago, I had finished demon¬ 
strating to a meeting of one of the Societies that I 
belonged to. I showed my way of repotting plants, 
and when I finished, a member of the audience came 
up to me and said, “Thank you very much. That’s 
very nice, but I think I’ll just keep on doing it the 
proper way!” 
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New series: 


Discovering unusual African violets 
or African violets: Unusually 

In (his series of articles, / would like to introduce you to the amazing world of unusual African vio¬ 
lets. Often, their unusual traits can be attnbuted to generic regulators, but over the years, many dedi¬ 
cated hybridizers have utilized these characteristics to create remarkable hyb/ids. I hope youjoin me on 
thisjourney of discovering the unusual African violets that lurk in the collections of dedicated growers. 

Longing for Longifolias 

ByrSayeh D. Beheshti 


In 2004,1 was browsing around at the Toronto 
AVS Show & Sale, looking for something different. 
That morning I had seen two unusual violets, 
‘Botanika' and 'Blue Trill Fly’, for the first time, and 
suddenly my eyes had been opened to the amaz¬ 
ing world beyond what I had previously noticed in 
shows. One of the knowledgeable vendors reached 
behind the neat rows of packed leaves and gave 
me a bag with the strangest leaf 1 had seen. It was 
about half inch wide and 2 inches long. 1 thought 
for a moment that she had misunderstood me and 
given me a streptocarpus leaf. I looked at the label 
and saw that it was ‘Senk’s longlegs’, a semi¬ 
miniature trailer. That moment marked the begin¬ 
ning of my love of longifolia African violets. Over 
the next few years, I grew a lovely trailer of this 
variety in a 10 inch pan pot. 



1 was immediately smitten with the elegant 
long foliage and began hunting and adding them 
to my collection. What is so special about these 
violets, you may ask? African violet leaves can 
have a variety of shapes, and when the leaves 
are narrow and long, they are called longifolia. 
Other nicknames for this type of leaf include 
strap and spider. 

1 was eager to find the origins of longifolia 
leaves and thought maybe this trait had been in¬ 
herited from species African violets. I contacted 
Dr. Jeff Smith with the question of whether he 
believed this was an inherited trait from species 
violets. I had spotted a picture of a stunning 
‘S.Cl. Sigi Falls’ that showed beautiful longifolia 
leaves, so I couldn’t help but wonder if this 
species plant had played a role in the hybridiza¬ 
tion of modern-day longifolias. Dr. Smith said 
that he had not seen writing that suggested 
’S.Cl.Sigi Falls’ had been used in any hybridiz¬ 
ing. He went on to add that there are growth 
regulator genes in plants that control the growth 
of the various parts. Some are responsible for the 
edges of leaves, and others control other traits. 
Dr. Jeff Smith believed that the appearance of 
longifolia leaves might be a result of a particular 
growth control gene not working properly, 



Senk's Longlegs (R. Follett/D. 
Senk) Semidouble-double mauve 
star. Variegated dark green, white 
and pink, ovate, pointed, longifo¬ 
lia. Semiminiature trailer 
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allowing leaves to become long, but not very wide. 



Photo: N. Lipson 


First Class lists over 150 African violet vari¬ 
eties with longifolia foliage though I am not sure 
how many continue to exist in collections. The 
oldest registered variety of longifolia 1 could find 
was 'Big Mike' (28) 06/30/1949 (J. Furnish) Sin¬ 
gle medium-light blue. Longifolia. Large. 1 have 
not seen pictures of this early hybrid, but now I 
can’t help but wonder if it is the variety that fa¬ 
thered other longifolias. 

Longifolia is a dominant trait in leaves so it can 
be easily passed on to the next generation. In the 
years following the registration of Big Mike, there 
seemed to be some interest resulting in several 
registrations, but until recent years, not many 
have focused on hybridizing with this trait. 

1 currently have 9 varieties, most hybridized 
by David Senk. One of the varieties that has 
proven quite popular amongst my club mates has 
been ‘Senk’s Snowy Egret’. As a standard trailer, 
this variety has wonderful variegated foliage and 
with patience, can become a stunning trailer. The 
blooms can be quite variable, and depending on 
the temperature and fertilizer used, can range 
from white with a touch of pink to almost 
magenta. 




‘Senk’s Snowy Egret’ (9868) 01/30/2008 (R. 
Follett/D. Senk) Single white ruffled pansy/vari¬ 
able orchid veins and blush. Variegated medium 
green and white, longifolia. Standard trailer 
R-L: ‘Senk’s Snowy Egret’ - Photo: Dr. R. 
Martin 

‘Senk’s Snowy Egret’ showing variation in 
bloom color - Photo: S. Beheshti 

‘Senk’s Snowy Egret’ with almost lavender 
blooms- Photo: Dr. R. Marti. 

This fine article is to be cotinued in the 
September/October Issue of the African Violet 
Magazine... 
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Read the LabelsI Potting Soils and 

Additives 

By Sylvia A. Farnum, PhD 


As beginners, or as experienced growers, it is 
so easy to fall into the habit of sitting down to pot 
or getting ready to water and fertilize our violets 
without even thinking about reading the labels on 
the materials we plan to use. 

Comments about this can run the gamut from, 
“1 didn’t know there was any information on the 
label”, through, “1 always buy the same supplies; 
I know what is in them”, to “The label came off, 
and I don’t know where it is." 

Still, we see quite a few problems that come 
from misusing supplies. All of the vendors of sup¬ 
plies put labels on their products so that we, as 
users of those products, will know how to use 
them properly. 

Let’s talk about basics. There are a number of 
soil mixes that violet growers use. It is important 
to check the components that you buy to see what 
has been added to or placed in the bag or other 
container of peat, Perlite, Vermiculite, African vio¬ 
let potting soil mix, or other potting mix. 

Potting Mix and Additives 

I use a simple mix for my plants, so I will use it 
as an example. I use about 50-50 Miracle Grow 
African Violet Potting Mix and Perlite. The potting 
mix has the following information printed on the 
bag; 

Benefits: 

Feeds up to 6 months with Miracle-Gro® Con¬ 
tinuous Release Plant Food 

pH adjusted for big blossoms and brilliant color 

Forest products compost, sphagnum peat moss, 
Perlite, wetting agent, fertilizer. 

Analysis: 

Nitrogen (N) 0.18% (ammoniacal and nitrate) 

Available Phosphate (P) (as P205) 0.06% 

Available Potassium (K) 0.12% 

In fine print below the analysis, it has this in¬ 
formation: Coated compounds to provide constant 
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release at N 0.12%, P 0.03%, K 0.07%. 

Of course, the mix does not have nitrogen, 
phosphorous pentoxide, or potassium added di¬ 
rectly. The percentages are calculated from the 
materials actually added. These are probably am¬ 
monium nitrate, ammonium phosphate, calcium 
phosphate, potassium sulfate, or other stable forms 
of the fertilizer elements. 

There is no urea nitrogen added to this particu¬ 
lar mix, since the nitrogen (N) is listed as ammo¬ 
niacal and nitrate. Probably ammonium nitrate 
and ammonium phosphate provide the nitrogen. 
Using basic chemical calculations, the percentages 
of N, P, and K are converted to the standard listing 
for fertilizers. 

At least once, before you use a product of any 
kind, it is prudent to check the MSDS (Material 
Safety Data Sheet). One of the easiest ways to find 
the information about the product you are using is 
to search for it on the Internet. When you have 
the product information on the screen, somewhere, 
usually in small print, you will find a link to the 
MSDS information. You can click on that and learn 
about the components, how to handle them, how 
to store the product, and whether there are any 
hazards associated with using it. 

Obviously, potting soil is unlikely to contain 
hazardous materials. The process is the same, 
though, for checking any labeled product. 

Perlite is often added to potting soils. It is a vol¬ 
canic product. If you use the Miracle Grow Perlite, 
it also contains fertilizer. It is very important to 
note that the fertilizer present is slow release fertil¬ 
izer and will gradually feed plants for a long period 
of time. In the case of Miracle Grow products, they 
recommend adding additional fertilizer to the 
growing medium, but we violet growers know that 
one must wait for three to four months before be¬ 
ginning that addition. 

One of the most common problems that violet 
growers, who do not read the labels, encounter is 
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the buildup of rust-colored fertilizer crystals in the 
crowns of young plants and sometimes in the 
crowns of recently transplanted adult plants, espe¬ 
cially those with variegated leaves. 

This is caused by adding too much fertilizer. It 
is very easy to do if you are not aware that your 
potting mix may be constantly adding fertilizer 
from the slow release components it contains. 

Horticultural vermiculite is also a common ad¬ 
ditive to African violet growing media. It is an ex¬ 
panded mica material added to help in water 
retention, and like Perlite, should be pH neutral. 
Care should be used in purchasing vermiculite. 
Horticultural vermiculite soaks up water and nu¬ 
trients and makes them available for plant growth. 
If you see bags of vermiculite at your building sup¬ 
ply store, it is designed for use in insulation or plas¬ 
ter and would not be suitable as an additive for 
your potting mix. A few years ago, a treated ver¬ 
miculite building product was marketed and was 
used by some violet growers. It had been treated 
with a substance toxic to plants. So, we need to be 
sure we are purchasing a product suitable for hor¬ 
ticultural use by reading the label. 

There are other soil additives in use, such as 
charcoal. Again, read the package to see if the 
product is suitable. My bag of charcoal is labeled 
100% charcoal, but it never hurts to check. 

Dust can be a problem when you handle Perlite 
and Vermiculite. You should be careful not to in¬ 
hale the dust. Wearing a simple dust mask while 
you are mixing your soil may not be a bad idea. 

Of course, there are many brands of soil mix 
available. I only used one commonly available 
type as an example. Some mixes are very basic, 
with growers adding all of the materials and not 
using a commercial growing mix. They are usu¬ 
ally very successful. Reading the labels on the 
bags and containers of the components works the 
same way. Check to see what you are adding with 
each component, so you know how to maintain 
the mixture while you grow your plants. 

A Word About Fertilizers 

Fertilizers are not all equal. They vary widely in 
content and whether they contain trace elements. 
If you decide to use one of the “soil-less" mixes, 


which is what nearly every mix actually is these 
days, or if you mix your own basic mixture, you 
may wish to choose a fertilizer that provides the 
trace additives that your plants require. This can 
become very important when you start with a mix¬ 
ture of something like peat, Perlite, and Vermicu¬ 
lite. Your plants will not get trace nutrients that 
they need unless they are added, along with the 
main components of your fertilizer. 

The Optimara website lists sixteen essential el- \ 
ements for the successful growth of African vio¬ 
lets. The main components of every fertilizer are 
nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium, N, P, and K. 
According to Optimara, the other 13 essential ele¬ 
ments are: boron (B), calcium (Ca), carbon (C), 
chlorine (Cl), copper (Cu), hydrogen (H), iron (Fe), 
magnesium (Mg), manganese (Mn), molybdenum 
(Mo), oxygen (0), sulfur (S) and zinc (Zn). Of 
course, carbon, hydrogen and oxygen are found in 
water and air, and do not need to be a part of your 
fertilizer. 

Fertilizers are usually packaged as plastic bags 
of solid fertilizer in boxes or as liquid fertilizer so¬ 
lutions in bottles, sometimes with eye dropper lids. 

It is easy to check a fertilizer to see how it is used,- 
because they are labeled prominently with their 
standard fertilizer content and their usage. If the 
package has the words, “gro, grow, growth, etc." 
on it, it is is probably a general use fertilizer for 
green plants. The fertilizer components will have 
fairly even ratios, like 7-9-5, referring to nitrogen 
7%, phosphorous 9%, and potassium 5%, calcu¬ 
lated as the components discussed above. If the 
formulation is designed to encourage blossom de¬ 
velopment, the center number will be higher, such 
as 3-12-6 or 12-36-14 and the label will carry the 
words, “bloom, blooming, etc.”. They are usually 
referred to as “bloom-boosters.” 

You can also check the label of the fertilizer con¬ 
tainer to see if other essential elements such as 
boron, calcium, copper, iron, magnesium, man¬ 
ganese and molybdenum, are listed or are in¬ 
cluded. If they are not mentioned, they may still 
be present. To be certain, though, it may be best 
to select a fertilizer that has that information on the 
label. 

As African violet growers, we usually check the 
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directions for application of fertilizers and use 1/4 
strength fertilizer or even 1/8 strength fertilizer in 
ever>' watering. Full strength is usually considered 
more suitable for other plants. The amount you 
use will depend on the results that you attain with 
the addition of fertilizer. Some growers rotate sev¬ 
eral brands of fertilizer. Other use the same one 
every' time. We need to be sure that we are not 
adding too much fertilizer during the 5-4 months 
that our pre-fertilized potting mix is providing it. 1 
generally begin adding fertilizer 5-4 months after 
repotting my plants. 

If there isn’t a measuring device attached to the 
fertilizer package, you may use a set of measuring 
spoons or an external eye dropper. 1 usually cali¬ 
brate my droppers by filling a 1/4 or V 2 teaspoon 
measuring spoon with water drop wise from my 
dropper. By counting the drops, I know how many 
drops equal 1/4 or 1/8 teaspoon. Most watering 
cans are about a quart, but you can easily meas¬ 
ure the capacity of your container, too, by tilling it 
and pouring the water into a measuring cup or 


pitcher. Once 1 have determined the number of 
drops of fertilizer I need to add to my watering con¬ 
tainer, 1 write it on the side of the fertilizer bottle in 
Magic Marker. 

There are a number of other products that may 
be on your shelf of supplies, such as Safer’s insec¬ 
ticidal soap, Neem Oil, and, of course, chemicals 
used to treat problems, such as pests, mildew, or 
other problems. 

i think we all know that the key to safety, when 
using chemical sprays and drenches, is to read the 
instructions carefully and follow them. 

Another thing that we should remember is that 
protective gloves are inexpensive and can save us 
from stained fingers and exposure to chemicals. 1 
use them for everything in my plant room. I al¬ 
ways wear gloves while potting. 

Careful reading of the labels and directions on 
our supplies, additives, and fertilizers, can make 
the difference between robust, healthy violets, and 
plants with problems that can be confusing or hard 
to diagnose. So, remember to read those labels! 


1 

I 

* 


Dark Kiss 

Exhibited by: 
Erika Geimonen 
Hybridized by: 
LLyon Greenhouses./ 
Sorano 
Semiminiature 
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K’s Tipsy Spritzer 

Exhibited & Hybridized by: Kathy Hqjner 
Standard 
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AFRICAN VIOLET MAGAZINE 

Advertising Rates and Deadlines 
(Effective January 1, 2011) 




DEADLINES 


JAN/FEB ISSUE NOV 1 JUL/AUG ISSUE MAY 1 
MAR/APR ISSUE JAN 1 SEPT/OCT ISSUE JUL 1 
MAY/JUN ISSUE MAR 1 NOV/DEC ISSUE SEPT. 1 

REGULAR ADVERTISING 
AD SIZE - COMMERCIAL ALL 
3 5/16 IN WIDE MEMBERS OTHERS 




1 INCH $56-545 

2 INCH $60-$75 

5 INCH $85-5106.25 

4 INCH $109-5156.25 

5 INCH TO 9 1/4 INCH $28.00 PER INCH $35.00 PER INCH 
>/4 PAGE BLACK & WHITE $ 116-$l 45 

>/ 2 PAGE BLACK & WHITE $212-$265 
FULL PAGE BLACK & WHITE $418-$522.50 
PAGE COLOR $577-$721.25 
FULL PAGE COLOR $721-5901.25 




Advertiser provides color separations . 

Special- Buy 5 ads and receive 6th adjree when all 6 ads are 
paid infull in advance. All ads must be same size. Content of ad 
can change for each issue. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

15 word/$ 18.00 Minimum. Each additional word is $1.20; a 
series of numbers counts as a word. Purchase 5 ads and receive 
the 6th ad free. All classified ads must be the same text and paid 
for in advance. 


INTERNET WEB PAGE 

Commercial members and any advertiser who purchases six 
consecutive ads may have his/her business listed on the AVSA 
Web Page and also have a “hot” link to their page if they provide 
a reciprocal link to the AVSA page. No process has yet been 
developed to place advertising on the Internet at this time. 
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103 Downing Place 
Apex, North Carolina 27502 

(Hl> do not have a retail location. Mail/Web Orders Only) 
919-362-0530 libbic@blucbirdgrccnhousc.com 

htlp://\vww.blucbirdgrccnhousc.com 


Buckeye Violets 

Mail Order: Leaves Only 

Buckeye Violets, New Buckeye’s * Cajun’s * 

7132 Shurz Rd Jolly’s * Jerseys 

Middletown, OH 45042 2015 color catalog $3.00 

(513) 425-0308 USA/S5.00 others 

Order 3 ways: 

2015 Catalog/Buckeyeviolets.com/Mail Order 

EH Like us on Facebook. Search 

www.facebook.com/groups/Buckeve African Violets 

www.buckeyeviolets.com 

Email: pat.hancock@hughes.net Paypal accepted 


JoS Violets 

African Violets, Epicias, and more 
www.josviolets.com or 
send stamped envelope 
2205 College Dr Victoria, TX 77901 

(361) 575-1344 josviolets@yahoo.com 




VioletSuppiy.corip' 


Arcadia™ African Violet Mix 


Unique soiless blend of coir, 
sphagnum, hydrocks and vermiculite. 
Rated #/ in tests. 

'Wick Mix ' also available. 


Contact Us for a FREE CATALOG 


Oyama Pots 

- Wick Saucers 

- AgroSun Light 
Bulbs 

- Self-watering Pots 

- Urea-free Fertilizer 

- Leaf Rings 


440-357-0022 • www.VioletSupply.com 


The Planter Depot 

Oyama Self Watering Planters 
African Violet Growing Supplies 

• Oyama Planters 

• Leaf Support Rings Sharon Rosenzweig 

• Soil-less Wicking Mix Framingham, MA 

• Fertilizer 508377-8076 

• Pest Control Products email: avplanters@comcast.net 

• Growing Supplies website: www.avplanters.com 



e-mail: avseeds@yahoo.com NadeauAfricanVioIetSeeds.com 

Hello. We sell five kinds of African violet seeds: 

Standard: Plants 9-15 inch diam. at maturity, all-green foliage, flowers of 
various shapes and colors; Small: 3-9 inch diam., all-green foliage, various 
bloom colors; Trailer: Sizes small to large, trailing or bushy growth habit, 
all-green foliage, various bloom colors; Variegated: Small to large, all 
with variegated foliage and various bloom colors; Fantasy: Various sizes, 
all-green foliage, around 50% of the plants have flowers with bi-color or 
fancy markings. Please visit NadeauAfricanVioletSeeds.com to see pic¬ 
tures of plants from our seeds. 

The number of seeds per packet (>100) varies and is sufficient to pro¬ 
duce at least 25 plants. AV seeds germinate best on a particular soilless 
mix. We sell 1-cup bags of it, $0.95 per bag. Use 1 cup in a small container 
or as 1/2-inch surface layers on top of your regular mix to sow seeds in 
several containers. Instructions included. 

**We cannot ship Germination mix to other countries** 


Phone 9am-lpm only. 
Central time 314-716-2904. 

How to Order 
Orders can be placed online 
(discount), or by phone/credit 
card, or by mailing us your 
order and check. Prices per 
pkt of 100+ seeds: Standard, 
Small, and Trailer $7.95; Fan¬ 
tasy, 8.95; Variegated, 9.95. 
Germination mix, (see facing 
page) $0.95 each. Flat rate 
USPS 1st Class post, $3.45. 

Nadeau AVS 
9766 Grandview Drive 
St Louis, MO 63132. 
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The Association for 
plant & flower 
people who grow in 
hobby greenhouses 
and windows! 

Quarterly Magazine 

Growing & Maintenance 
Help & Advice 

Hobby Greenhouse Association 

8 Glen Terrace, Bedford, MA 01730-2048 
Dues: USA $19 (Canada and Mexico . $21 US funds/MO) 
($22 Overseas . US funds/MO) 

Sample magazine $3.50 
Direclorx of Greenhouse Manufacturers $2.50 


The Violet Showcase 

now offers Growing Supplies 
-On line or by mail: 

www.violetshowcase.com 
-and at my Ebay store: violetshowcase 
(303) 204-5937 



Save the Wild Saintpaulia 

Will the Wild African Violet Survive? 


"Y * T”ild Saintpaulia species are lound only in a very 
yy limited habitat in a handful of mountain and 
coastal rainforests known by scientists as the Eastern Arc. 
.Much ol the Arc rainforests have been destroyed by 


found only ii 


The African Rainforest Conservancy 
is preserving and regenerating the Saintpaulia habitat. 
You can plav a critical role. 

*$ 5 o .oo - Contributor 
<§100.00 - Rafihi (Friend) 

S2oo.oo - Ndugu (Comrade) 

Sooo.oo - Bwana au Bibi (Patron) 

Si,ooo.oo Mhiiadi (Conservator) 

So,ooo.oo Alezi (Guardian) 

Donations are Tax D eductihle made to: 

Ajrican Rainforest Conservancy' S 6 o Broadway, Suite 202 
New York, NY 10012 



PHYSAN 20 m Controls 
African Violet 
Pathogens. 

• Controls algae on mats, wicks, 
reservoirs, trays, pots, benches, 
and work surfaces. 

• Controls damping off on 
seedlings and plants. 

• Controls crown rot, powdery 
mildew, botrytis. 

• Controls disease spread by 
disinfecting tools. 


Let those pesky visitors know they’re 
not wanted. Take control with 

PHYSAN 20* 


Maril Products’ 
15421 Red Hill Ave., Ste D 
Tustin, CA 92780 
800-546-7711 
www.physan.com 






Achimenes , Aeschynanthus, Chirita, Columned, Drymonia, Episcia , 
Kohleria , Nematanthus, Petrocosmea, Sinningia, Streptocarpus... These 
and many other gesneriads are the perfect companions for your African 
violets. ___ 

Purchase our 56-page manual “How to Know and Grow Gesneriads” for US$10 postpaid anywhere, or join The 

Gesneriad Society for one year for US$25 in USA, US$30 elsewhere. Go to www.gesneriadsociety.org or send check or credit 
card number with expirations date and CVV code to The Gesneriad Society, Dept AVM, PMB 637, 1122 i e rec , 
Seattle, WA 98122 USA. New members receive a copy of “How to Know and Grow Gesneriads,” two back issues ana tne 
next four quarterly issues of our journal Gesneriads , a package of mixed gesneriad seeds, access to the world s arges source 
of gesneriad seed, and many other benefits. 
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G44A 


INDOOR GARDENING SUPPLIES 

www.indoorqardensu p plies.com 


*FULL LINE OF INDOOR GARDENING PRODUCTS# 


PLANT TRAYS, LIGHTED PLANT STANDS, PLANT LIGHTS 

PEST CONTROL METERS, TIMERS, VATTEX & MORE! 


ALL PRICES HERE INCLUDE 
SHIPPING & HANDLING 

VISA, MC, DISCOVER 
& CHECKS ACCEPTED 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO 
VIEW FULL PRODUCT LINE 

MI RESIDENTS ADD 
6% SALES TAX 


G44A $417.50 

4 SHELVES, 4 TRAYS 
WS LAMPS INCLUDED 




800-823-5740 

_ PO BOX 527-AV / 

j^LAMP 20 WATT FI~XTUREs\PEXTER MI 48130/ 4 


40WS 

40 WATTT12 LAMPS 
WIDE SPECTRUM 
6=$50.87 
12=$85.26 
24=$159.97 
48 = $303.32 
FREE CATALOG 
G4AP2 $743.82 

4 SHELVES, 16 
WS LAMPS INCLUDED 
2-LAMP 40 WATT FIXTURES 


OUT OF AFRICA 

Blooming African Violets, Streptocarpus, Episcia, 
Kohleria, and other Gesneriads 
Gary S. Mikita 2842 Brown St. 

(219) 763-4861 Portage, IN 46368 

Send $2 for Catalog 

Garys-Out-of-Africa.com garymikita@cs.com 


Dandy Pots 

Attractive and effective self-watering pots 
12 colors, 3 sizes 


DandyPot.com 
P.O. Box 2126 
Springs, FL 34489 


thepeacockcottage@gmail.com 
(352) 625-6467 



African Violet Society of Canada 

Join AVSC & become a part of an 
international network of growers 


Receive Chatter ; our quarterly magazine 

For more information contact: Laurel Goretsky 
32 Scimitar Point NW, Calgary AB CANADA 
Email: laurel@goretsky.ca Tel. (403) 241-8300 
USA/International membership is only $$22.50 per year 
www.avsc.ca 




STEVE AND DONNA TURNER 
PHONE 734-285-5560 
SOUTHGATE, MICHIGAN 


ANNOUNCING OUR NEW WEBSITE 
WWW.STARZNSTREPS.COM 





^ tor *yl+ k 
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[amazon 

Did you know that Amazon now has a program for 
shoppers to designate a charity of their choice, and 
Amazon will contnbute a portion of every dollar you 
spend? Here's an easy way to support the African 
Violet Society of America at NO EXTRA COST TO YOU! 

Just go to www.avsa.org and follow 
the Amazon Smile directions under 
<NEWS> to learn more and sign upl 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 


African Violets & Gesneriads 

"Sinningia Heaven" - Horae of the Ozark series 
"It's a sin not to own a Sinningia!" 

Dave's Violets Ph: (417) 887-8904 

1372 S. Kentwood Ave. Price list: S1.00 

Springfield. MO 65804 Web site: www.davesviolets.com 


Lyndon Lyon 

Greenhouses, Inc. 

PO Box 249 Dolgeville, NY 13329 
14 Mutchler Street (for GPS users) 

“Where The Violets Are!" 

QuaCity hybrids since 1354 

African Violets, 
Aeschynanthus, 
Chiritas, Codonanthe, 
Columneas, 

Episcias, Kohlerias, 
Nematanthus, 
Orchids, Petrocosmeas, 
Rex Begonias, Streptocarpus, 
other assorted Gesneriads, 
and SO much more! 

Our greenhouses are open year round. 
No appointments necessary! 

Call for hours! Phone (315) 429 8291 

Visit our website at: 

www.lyndonlyon.com 



TravisMolets 

P. O. BOX 42 OCHLOCKNEE, GA. 31773 


Phone: 1-229-574-5167 
1-229-574-5236 
Fax: 1-229-574-5605 
E-mail: tviolets@aol.coni 
http://travisviolets.com 

NEW 2015 SHIPPING SEASON! 

3 FREE VIOLETS!!! 

Order now and get 3 FREE violets, our choice. Min. order for this offer is 12 plants (Not including Specials). 

Send $2 for our CURRENT CATALOG. New and older varieties of African violets from the leading hybridizers, teatunng 

TRAVIS’ VIOLETS, LYONS, ROBS, REBELS, BUCKEYES, SORAS, PITTMANS and others. 

Try our SUPER SPECIAL -12 Husky Starters, all different - $60.00 Postpaid, all plants our choice. 

THIS SPECIAL WILL SHIP NOW AND WITH A HEAT PACK IF NEEDED FOR 
WINTER SHIPPING (does not include free plant offer). We accept: VISA, MASTERCARD & DISCOVER (Min. $30 o er) 

Greenhouse Open 7 days a week (please call first) 

COMMERCIAL MEMBER: AVSA AND DAVS __ 


64 African Violet Magazine 


July* August 2015 
































Looking for Orchid 
Information? Log On! 


AMERICAN 

ORCHID 

SOCIETY 


Interact with other 
eager orchid enthusi¬ 
asts by clicking on 
Orchid Forum at 

0 r c h i d W e b ®, 

developed especially 
as an information exchange platform for orchid grow¬ 
ers throughout the world. The American Orchid 
Society's popular web site has extensive plant-care tips, 
inspiring photographs, a calendar of orchid events, 
and other helpful orchid information. 

Founded in 1921, the AOS is the world's number-one 
orchid-information source - just ask 30,000 members 
worldwide. On-site membership application is available 
along with convenient, secured shopping in The AOS 
BookShop and Orchid Emporium. 


The American Orchid Society 

Dept. AVMAG, 16700 AOS Lane 

Delray Beach, FL 33446-4351 

Telephone (561)404-2000 Fax (561)404-2100 

E-mail theAOS@aos.org Web site aos.org 




Where the passion for the violets lives 
Tina Drouin • 6920 St-Fran 9 ois N. 
Sherbrooke (Quebec) • Canada J1C 0A5 *(819) 276-0561 
email: bloomlovers@videotron.ca 
website: www.bIoomlovers.com 
For a full color catalogue, please send $2 to the address above. 
1 offer a VERY wide variety of African violet cuttings 
(leaves) and plugs as well as an assortment of episcias 
Mail order only please, no visits. 



^and lAJorkdln 


and worKdnop 
Custom Made Award Ribbons and Rosettes 
^)avicldon 




941 FM 2377 
Red Oak, Texas 75154 
Fax (972)617-1198 


(972)617-1186 
email: chiefrond@aol.com 


Join 

Today! 


Cryptanthus 

The Dazzling Earth Stars 
are the perfect companion plants for your 
African violet collection requiring the 
same care. Exquisite colors, leaf shapes, 
and patterns of stripes, bars, and zig zags 
year round in every shade of the rainbow. 
Send first class stamp for cultural information 
or S3.00 for a sample of our color quarterly journal. 

THE CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY 

Carole Richtmyer - Secretary 
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive 
Spring, TX 77388 





CAPE COD VIOLETRY 

John & Barbara Cook 

587 Shawmut Ave, New Bedford, MA 02740-4620 

Ph. (508) 993-2386 

OUR 38TH YEAR p or orders - Email violets@cape.com 

For CATALOG in Adobe Acrobat Email ccviolets@msn.com or send $2.00 (refundable with order) to 

above address 

OVER 500,000 PLASTIC POTS IN STOCK FROM 1-1/2” to 8” 

Standard - Tub - Square White - Green - Terracotta 


Oyama Planters - All Sizes and Colors 

Dandy Pots 

Swift’s Moist Rites 

Wick Water Reservoirs 

Permanest Tray 

3” and 6” Clear Domes 

Labels 3”-4”-5” 

Pesticides and many other products 


Fertilizers 

Dyna-Gro - Optimara - Peters - Shultz - Others 
Growing Media 

African Violet Mix and Wicking Mix 
Vermiculite - Perlite - Peat Moss 
Physan 20 - Phyton 27 
Superthrive 


Manufacturers of ELISA’S AFRICAN VIOLET SUPPORT RINGS & J FIND RINGS 


































Qttfinsto oriwe catalog at tHtAM.\doic&arncowi 




Looking for African violets? We have them! 

Over 30.000 plants in our shop. barn, and glasshouse 

Hundreds of varieties, including our award winning "Rob's" and "Ma's" varieties 
A large selection of chimeras and Saintapaulia species 


Try our special offer: 10 



different varieties, seller's choice, for $40* (specify miniature, standard, or trailing) 

Want to choose your own? All are shown on our online catalog. 

New varieties like ‘Ma's Pink Beetles' as well as the latest from Russia. Ukraine, and 
from today's leading hybridizers. Many of your favorite 'oldies' too. 

Our 30 th year! We've been shipping to satisfied customers world-wide since 1985! 


We also grow a huge selection of 'other' gesneriads! 

We're famous four our 'Bristol' streptocarpus hybrids. 
Varieties like 'Bristol's Cherry Bomb' and dozens more. 
Plus many others, including latest Polish varieties. 

Special offer: 10 different streps, seller's choice, for $40* 



Lots of sinningia. Everything from microminis to speciosa hybrids. 

Many of the very latest hybrids, including ihuse from Taiwan, like 'Isa' Gorgeous'. 

Try these offers: 3 different sinningia, seller's choice, for $12.00* 

5 different episcias, seller's choice, for $20.00* 

5 different kohleria, seller's choice, for $20.00* 

Many, many, other genera of gesneriads listed on our online catalog. We have companion plants, like hoyas 
and begonias, too. 

We are also THE source for miniature container and terrarium plants. These are truly miniature plants. 

See our extensive listing online. Our special: 10 different mini terrarium plants, seller's choice, for $40.00* 

* Shipping: April 15-October 31 via USPS priority mail, $10 per order, then add $.80 per plant 
We ship in winter! By express mail only. Visit website for details and pricing. 

We ship anywhere (internationally), anytime - safe delivery guaranteed! 

Subscribe to our e-newsletter, VioletsFun' -- growing tips, latest varieties, coupons, and more! 

You can also find us on 'Facebook' (www.facebook.com/africanviolets) and on 'Pinterest'. 

Dr. Ralph (Rob) & Olive Ma Robinson, owners Phone: 585-374-8592 Fax: 585-374-6947 

PO Box 9, Naples, NY 14512 Open to public Tuesday thru Saturday, 12-5 pm 

Stay at the Violet House' white visiting! Phone orders Monday-Saturday 12-5pm, web orders anytime 









































AVSA Information 

FOR CONDUCTING BUSINESS WITHIN YOUR SOCIETY 

FOR ACCURATE SERVICE. SEND YOUR INQUIRIES TO THE CORRECT PERSON. ALWAYS INCLUDE YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS. 


AVSA OFFICE: Amy Camith, Office Manager, 2375 
North Street, Beaumont, TX 77702, 409-S39-4725; FAX 
409-839-4329. Hours: Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 
4:00 p.m. CST. Email <avsa@earthlink.net> 

Send check payable to AVSA for new or renewable member¬ 
ship to AVSA Office, 2375 North Street, Beaumont, TX 
77702; phone 409-839-4725. Remit in U.S. dollars with 
draft or check on a USA bank. See Membership 
Application. Master Card/Visa accepted. 

MEMBERSHIP AND PROMOTION: Send ideas, offers to 
help, requests for assistance to Joyce Stork, 2501 E. 23rd St. 
Fremont, NE 68025. Email <kentsflowers@gmail.com>. 
AFFILIATES: For information on Affiliates or how to 
organize a chapter, write Mel Grice, 2019 Crosswind Ct., 
Englewood, OH 45522. Email <mielsgrice@eanhlink.net>. 
AVSA SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION: Charles Ramser, 
2415 Martin St., Wichita Falls, TX 78308. Email 
<charies.ramser@mw’so.edu> 

COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES AND COMMERCIAL 
SALES & EXHIBITS: L\Tin Lombard, 790 Ridgecrest Dr., Colfax, 
CA 95713. For information on convention entries or sales room, 
contact Lynn Lombard, Email <hTm>nibard@\voridnet.atinet> 
CONVENTION AWARDS: Jan. issue. Send suggestions or 
contributions for convention awards to Judy Carter, 1825 
W. Lincoln St., Broken .Arrow, OK 74012-8509. Email 
^AVSAawards^sindstream.ne^. 

CONVENTION PROGRAM: Send special requests for workshop 
programs or interesting speakers to Kathy Lahti, Convention 
Director, 4157 Oliver Ave. N.W., Annandale, MN 55302, Email 
<lahti@lakedalelink.net> If interested in sponsoring a national 
convention in your area, contact Convention Director. 

FUTURE CONVENTION DATES: Kansas City, MO. May 
24 - May 31, 2015. 

JUDGE’S DUPLICATE CARD: Send self-addressed stamped 
envelope to Bill Foster, 3610 Gray Dr., Mesquite, TX 75150. 
JUDGING SCHOOL: To register a judging school, send 
request to Ruth Loomis, Email <rathloomis@msn.com>. A 
registration fee of $15 is required. 

MASTER VARIETY LIST: 

MVL SUPPLEMENTS: Download from AVSA website, or 
order from AVSA office for $2.00. Orders in writing only. 
Send any correction and/or description of new cultivars 
with hybridizer’s name to: Joe Bruns, 1220 Stratford Lane, 
Hanover Park, IL 50130. 

MEMBERSHIP CARDS: Sent to Associate Members. 
Renewing members receive card on white protective cover of 
AVM. 

OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE: AVSA Secretary, Elmer 
Godeny, 8206 S. 43rd St., West Ave, Tulsa, OK 74132. Email 
<ekgprofl@cox.net> 

PLANT REGISTRATION: Joe Bruns, 1220 Stratford Ln., 
Hanover Park, IL 60203-2667. Email <jbruns@qwip.net>. 
RESEARCH: Send suggested projects for scientific research or 
names of interested, qualified, potential research personnel to 
Dr. Jeff Smith, 3014 W. Amherst Rd., Muncie, IN 47304. 


SHOW SCHEDULE APPROVER: For information on ■ 
Shows, AVSA Awards, and Approving Schedules write to- 
Meredith Hall, P. 0. Box 370, Marlin, TX 76661. Email 
<nLhall@reagan.com>. Do not send Show Schedules by 
Email - this address is for information ONLY. 

NEW PRICES FOR AVSA ROSETTES, EFFECTIVE 
JANUARY 1, 2012: SSA Packet with no rosettes $5.00. 
Orders for rosettes must be specific as to which is needed- 
standard, species, mini-semi, they may be mixed, color and 
size all same price. All rosettes are $5.00 each added to 
price of SSA packet. 

AFRICAN VIOLET MAGAZINE INFORMATION 

MAGAZINE: Copyrighted 2007, The African Violet Society of 
America. Inc., all rights reserved. Reproduction, in whole or in 
part, in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
without permission is prohibited. All articles are property of 
AVSA and must not be reprinted without Editor’s permission. 
AVM EDITOR: Ruth Rumsey, 2375 North Street, Beaumont, 

TX 77702; 409-839-4725; FAX 409-839-4329. Email 
<mimsev@earthlink. net>. 

ARTICLES BY MEMBERS, COLUMNISTS AND MEMORI¬ 
ALS: Send to Editor. 

Please Note: Deadlines - Articles and Columnists: Jan. 

issue - Oct. 1; Mar. issue - Dec. 1; May issue - Feb. 1; July % 
issue - Apr 1; Sept, issue - June 1; Nov. issue - Aug. 1. 

COMING EVENTS: Send to Editor. 

Coming Events Deadlines: - Jan. issue - Nov. 1; Mar. 
issue - Jan. 1; May issue - Mar. 1; July issue - May 1; Sept, 
issue - July 1; Nov. issue - Sept. 1. 

ADVERTISING MANAGER: Advertising rates and informa¬ 
tion: Cindi Nofeiger, 1035 Lakewood Dr., Albany, OR 97321. 
Email <ccnofciger@comcast.net> (Ad rates on web site: 
AVSA.org) (541) 926-8116. 

ADVERTISING DEADLINES: Jan/Feb. issue - Nov. 1; 
Mar/Apr. issue - Jan. 1; May/June issue - Mar. 1; July/Aug. issue < 
- May 1; Sept./Oct. issue - July 1; Nov./Dec. issue - SepL 1. ' 

BACK ISSUES: Complete your set now'. Request price list of 
available issues from Beaumont office. Send SASE for list. 

BEST VARIETIES: HONOR ROLL COMPILER John Carter, 
1825 W. Lincoln St., Broken Arrow', OK 74012-8509. 
BOOSTER FUND: Send contributions to Shirley Berger, 2822 
S. Mainsail Dr., Avon Park, FL 33825-6032. 

BOYCE EDENS RESEARCH FUND: Send contributions 
to Marlene Buck, 17235 N. 106th Ave., Sun City, AZ 
85373-1958 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE FUND: Send contributions to . 
Susan Hapner, 35 Ridge Point Dr., Chesterfield, MO 63017. 
TINARI ENDOWMENT FUND: Send contributions to Janet 
Riemer, 256 Pennington-Harbourton Rd., Pennington, NJ 
08534-4007 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Send new address at least 30 days 
before it is to take effect, along with old address, to AVSA 
office in Beaumont. 

TALLY TIME: Susan Anderson, 4040 E. Maldonado Dr.. 
Phoenix, AZ 85042. Email: <sandersonl22@cox.net>. 


The African Violet Magazine (ISSN 0002-0265) is published bi-monthly: January, March, May, July, September, November. 
Periodical postage is paid by The African Violet Society of America, Inc., a non-profit organization, 

at 2375 North Street, Beaumont, TX 77702 and at additional mailing offices. 

Subscription $35.00 per year which is included in membership dues. • Copyright 2009 The African Violet Society of Amenca, me. 
POSTMASTER: Please send change of address form 3579 to African Violet Magazine, 2375 North Street, Beaumont, TX ///oz 
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President’s Message 


By Winston J. Goretsky, President 


32 Scimitar Point N.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T3L 2B2 Canada 


As I write this, it’s hard to believe 
that summer is drawing to an end. I 
trust that you’ve enjoyed a rejuvenation 
over the past few months and are ready 
to get back into the swing of things dur¬ 
ing the upcoming season. September is 
usually a busy month for a lot of clubs 
who take a break over summer. 

Autumn shows are also coming 
together and it just seems like we all 
tend to get reenergized. There are lots of new and 
exciting things that members have learned at 
convention and may be able to offer as good 
programs at your meetings. 

One thing I’ve learned, over the past number of 
years, is that even as we become good growers 
over time, we tend to forget things which we 
learned a long time ago. Reminding ourselves of 
these invaluable lessons is as important to long¬ 
time club members as it is to new members. 
Remember the first time you heard about some¬ 
thing that completely amazed you and you went 
home to tiy it? Now it seems like old hat and you 
don’t really give it a second thought anymore. 
Imagine if you challenged your members to come 
to a meeting with a few of their “old time” Tips and 
Tricks for growing African violets and other 
Gesneriads. It could be a fun meeting, hearing 
about the innovative things we all do. Don’t forget 
to write them down, it also makes a great tip sheet 
to give out and encourage new members. 

This year, the AVSA Executive Committee has 
been invited to holding their fall committee meet¬ 
ing in conjunction with the Ohio State African 
Violet Society Show and Convention (Sep 17-19). 
It’s a beautiful venue and a lovely show. We plan 
to conduct our business meetings during that time 
and also participate in some of the events that are 
scheduled. If you get a chance and have the time 
to travel to any of the fall shows that are taking 
place, it really is a worthwhile experience. Check 
the AVSA website for events and you might find 


something that works into your sched¬ 
ule. It’s a great way to see new places, 
meet new friends and learn more about 
African violets. There is usually a plant 
sale too, so that’s an added benefit! 

When your club resumes activities, 
there are a few things I would like you to 
consider when planning out your year. 
AVSA has a number of Donation Funds 
that always need the support of clubs 
and members. Please consider donating to these 
funds as part of your annual operations, so that 
the important work that needs to be done can 
continue. Some clubs choose a specific fund and 
“adopt" it as their project for the year. This is a fun 
and meaningful way for members to help support 
and contribute to AVSA. I also want to THANK 
those who are already doing this. Your efforts are 
appreciated and commended. 

The AVSA Booster Fund 

• Donations to the Booster Fund are used for 
general support of the AVSA. 

The AVSA Building Maintenance Fund 

• This fund is for maintaining the building that 
houses the AVSA business office. 

The Boyce Edens Research Fund 

• Monies from this fund are used to provide 
scholarship awards for college students who 
are studying horticulture. Mr. Boyce Edens 
was a founder of AVSA and its first Treasurer. 

The Anne and Frank Tlnari Endowment Fund 

• This fund was established for the long-term 
financial stability of AVSA. 

More information about donating to these funds 
can be found on the AVSA website or on the inside 
cover of the magazine. 
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Editor’s Notes 

By Ruth Rumsey, AVMEditor 


2375 North Street • Beaumont, TX 77702 
Email; rrumsey@earthlink.net 


I’m hearing a lot of excitement 
about the 2016 AVSA Convention in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. It’s sev¬ 
eral months from now, but there is a 
lot of interest and questions. 

We’ll be running articles about the 
area and the state in future issues of 
this publication. 

In most parts of the country, this 
summer has been an especially hot 
one. It was over 100° all last week 
here in Beaumont, TX, and my plants, 
both inside and out have suffered. We seem to 
always be so surprised, when these temperatures 
are often the same year after year. I guess hoping 
for a little cooler weather in the Texas heat is 
just a habit! (One day last week it was 104° 
with a heat index of 108°. I'm trying not to 
complain... really). 

There has been a change in the production of 
' the African Violet Magazine. My good friend and 
longtime typesetter, Shirley Jones, has come out 
of retirement to work on the AVM again! We are 
so fortunate to have Shirley back, and I love 
working with her. She taught me a lot over the 
years before she retired, and we work very well 
together. She’s a very smart lady and a positive 
person. Welcome Back, Shirley! 

As always, I need new articles for the AVM. 
Many of our members have great ideas and grow 
outstanding African violets and other Gesneriads. 
Please take the time to share some of your ideas 
with the rest of our membership in an article or 
two! 

I recently read a letter from a member who was 
considering quitting AVSA. She had not been a 
member long and felt that the AVM had too much 


information about shows and show 
winners. She felt that there is too 
much focus in the society on "grow¬ 
ing to show." She is a grower who 
grows for the personal pleasure of the 
process and has no desire to compete 
(like me). 1 thought she didn’t quite 
understand that not eveiyone who is 
an AVSA member grows with a Best 
in Show in mind. I explained that 
“growing to show" also enabled you 
to grow an extraordinarily beautiful 
plant just for the pleasure of doing it. All of that 
wonderful information in Pauline Bartholomew’s 
book, ‘Growing to Show,' can teach growers 
valuable lessons, whether they intend to compete 
or not. 

1 also found out that she had attended both a 
state and regional convention and felt left out. 
She didn’t know anyone and felt that she essen¬ 
tially wasn’t noticed. 

This is the first time I’ve actually heard this 
from anyone, but it may be a hint for all of us to 
welcome the new members or new attendees. We 
could show an interest in them and graciously 
answer their questions. We can’t please everyone, 
but maybe we could interest him or her in coming 
back. 

With the impact that the Internet has had upon 
horticultural club memberships, and not just ours, 
but most plant hobbyist organizations, we may 
all have to play a more active role to those who 
show interest but might need a little more 
encouragement. 
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MOLD POTTING 

By Pauline Bartholomew 
From her book ‘Growing to Show’ 


Growers have developed a special technique for 
’ potting up so that there is little trauma to the root 
system. It is called “mold" potting. A pot identical 
(or close) in size to the one the plant is growing 
in, is placed inside a larger sized pot and new soil 
mix is packed around it. The smaller pot is then 
removed and a hole the same size as the root ball 
remains. This is also a clean way to pot up. Once 
potting skill is developed, there shouldn’t be even 
a crumb of soil mix on petioles or leaves. 

When potting up, always loosen a root ball in a 
pot from the bottom. It is too risky to loosen it from 
the top by the usual method of running a knife 
between the root ball and the sides of the pot. One 
slip of the knife can sever a major leaf, and it takes 
s months to grow the foliage out to good symmetry 
again. Always try to pot just before watering day. 
The petioles are less turgid and, therefore , less apt 
to snap off. 



DIRECTIONS FOR MOLD POTTING 

Write the plant name and the date on the 
selected pot, put the proper depth of perlite into it, 
and set the smaller pot on type of the 
perlite. Add soil mix around the 
inner pot and press it down firmly 
so that it equals the density of the 
root ball and holds its shape when 
the inner pot is removed. Loosen 
the inner pot and set it aside. 

Run a tool, such as an ice pick, through the hole 
or holes made in the side of the pot. Lift up on the 
root ball until the plant is loosened from the pot. 
Remove the plant and cut off or brush away the 
perlite layer of the root ball. At 
this point, the root ball is shallower 
than the hole is deep. Add enough 
soil mix to the hole 
so that the plant 
can be seated^ 
at the proper depth. Place' 
the root ball in the prepared hole! 
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and press it into place so that the roots make good 
contact with the newly added soil. The petioles of 
the lower leaves should come straight out from the 
main stem and rest on the rim of the pot. 

Seating the plant at the right depth in the pot is 
important. Proper symmetry can’t be achieved if 
the petioles are at an upward or downward angle. 
The free space at the top of the pot should be about 
3/4" for most varieties. This depth also allows soil 
to be added around a neck resulting from the 
removal of the first row of leaves. The exception 
are those varieties that grow in a slightly upright 
pattern. They have to be seated somewhat deeper 
in the pot so that the petioles rest on the rim of the 
pot at the proper angle. The free space for these 
varieties is then about 1". 



NOTE: If you misjudge, and the plant is seated 
too high or too low in the pot, don’t leave it that 
way. Take the plant out of the pot and redo it. 

Place the plant in a saucer containing a solution 
of Superthrive® (ten drops to one gallon of plain 
water) until the soil is completely soaked. This 
solution helps avoid transplant shock. At the time 
of the next watering, fertilize as usual. 
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Skirl's Senior Moment 


Exhibited by: Anne Nicholas 
Hybridized by: S. Sanders 
Semiminiature 
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Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


Buckeye Cranberry Sparkler 

Exhibited by: Maty Jo Bradley 
Hybridized by: P Hancock 
Large 
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Question Box 

By Bill Price Email: billprice@telus.net 


Q: What is tissue culture? 

A: This is a great question! The devel¬ 
opment of the technolog>' that does this 
has been a great boon to growers, mak¬ 
ing many varieties of plants - new, rare 
and ‘just special’ - more quickly available 
to grow in larger quantities and at much 
cheaper prices. In the past, plants could 
only be propagated by seed or vegeta¬ 
tive cuttings which for many varieties was a slow, 
laborious process taking years to produce plants in 
any number and still ending up vet)' expensive, 
especially for new hybrids or cultivars of rare plants. 

The development of tissue culture relies on the 
principle that certain cells in many plants are capa¬ 
ble under specific conditions to produce entirely 
whole new plants. We experience this on a smaller 
scale, when we propagate African violet leaves - 
some of the cells at the cut leaf edge grow into 
entire plantlets that we separate off and grow on as 
clones (identical replicants) of the parent plant. 

Tissue culture takes this to whole new level. 
Essentially, under sterile conditions, a few of these 
special cells capable of forming new plants are 
removed from the parent plant and initially put in 
nutrient solution where they divide and form small 
clumps of cells. Now in the early stage, all the cells 
are still capable of forming new plants. In tissue 
culture, since one is working with special varieties, 
large numbers of plants are desired. At this early 
stage, certain chemicals are added and the mix 
gently agitated so that the clumps break apart to 
separate cells again that start again to divide and 
form clumps. 

As you can see, if this step is repeated several 
times before allowing the single cells to form plant- 
let clumps, one can get thousands of plants repro¬ 
duced. Once the multiplication process is stopped 
and the plant clumps are well developed, they are 
transferred to growing chambers on nutrient ma¬ 
terial where they continue to grow roots etc. They 
are eventually potted up individually and grown on. 


This technique has been a huge boost 
to the orchid growing industry but is, 
except for certain new or rare varieties, 
not used as much with propagating 
African violets. 

Q: I am concerned about leaving my 
Jluorescent lights on while I'm on a 
tw’o-week vacation. Can they cause a 
Jire? 

A: Well, first of all, assuming your fluorescent 
lights are properly wired (which commercially 
available fixtures are) and you are not over load¬ 
ing your particular household circuit (i.e. appropri¬ 
ate fuse not blowing), I would say that your 
fluorescent light will not likely cause a fire by being 
left on. 

However, I would be concerned more about 
leaving them on all the time for that time period 
for the effect on your plants. Without a period of 
darkness (ideally for about twelve hours/day) the 
plant’s metabolism suffers, and you will likely see 
distorted tight central growth when you return. 

I would advise you purchase a standard inex¬ 
pensive household timer and set all your lights to 
go on or off at regular times, generally say on a 
twelve-hour on/off cycle. This will be beneficial for 
your plants (and you can enjoy your holiday) and 
will result in more even healthy growth. 

Q: Isfoliarjeeding to be done, instead of reg¬ 
ularfertilized watering, or in addition to? I’m 
embarrassed to ask anyone in my new club. 

A: This is a very reasonable question! And I 
would hope that your club members would be 
happy to discuss this and any other questions you 
may have. We won’t learn unless we make 
mistakes and ask questions! 

Foliar feeding is a practice with a full range of 
proponents and techniques. It goes the full gamut 
of experienced growers who swear by it and others 
who never do it. 

It is generally done in addition to regular feed¬ 
ing. If you are interested in trying it out, I would 
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encourage you to check with your club members 
for anyone with particular experience (and suc¬ 
cessful results) for your particular area. Ask about 
techniques including what specific fertilizer is used, 
preferred dilution, and application rates. These may 
be effective in one area of the country, but may not 
> work in another area for a variety of reasons. 

Q: Should 1 water with distilled water or regu¬ 
lar tap water? My club members have different 
opinions, so I thought I'd go to the experts. 

A: This is a great question that brings a whole 
slew of responses that start with “depends on...” 
First of all, you need to know about the qualities of 
the tap water in your area. You will need to know 
such things as the pH, plus which (if any) other 
chemicals have been added. Discussing with your 
club members what if/how they use your local tap 


water will give you insight and valuable informa¬ 
tion also. 

For example, I now live on the West Coast 
where our tap water supply is essentially pure rain 
water (“lucky me!”). Naturally, all our growers use 
our local tap water without problems. However, I 
have also lived in areas where the water was very 
hard or had been chemically treated which required 
me to make different watering adjustments. Hope¬ 
fully, when you talk to your local members, you 
will leam that many/most use certain techniques to 
solve your local watering issue. 

For some growers in certain areas, using 
distilled water is the best option. When I bring 
plants to shows in other cities, where I don’t know 
the water quality, I will buy distilled water to use 
until 1 am back home. 


Day-to-Day Care of African Violets Part 1 

From The African Violet 

Official Journal of the African Violet Association of Australia • By Ruth Coulson 


We often talk about how to plant a leaf, how to 
repot, even about how to fertilize and so on. But let us 
not forget the need to look after our African violets on 
a virtually daily basis, not just in bursts of repotting 
and so on. 

Watering: The first essential - Without adequate 
water, the plant will not thrive, will not grow and 
v flower properly, and eventually may die. Decide upon 
what is the best watering system for you. You need 
something that is simple to carry out to ensure that it 
does not get forgotten or put aside when it should ac¬ 
tually be attended to. 

The options are - top watering, bottom watering, 
wick watering, Texas watering, capillary matting - 
none are inherently better than others. It is really a 
, matter of which is easier for the grower, and thus most 
likely to be carried out when necessary. 

My vote is always for wick watering. 

Fertilizing: This is almost equally important. Just 
as people need food and drink, so do violets. Decide 
upon a fertilizer/fertilizer program. 

The most suitable fertilizer is a fairly balanced one. 
If you go chasing rainbows, trying this and that be¬ 
cause more of one element than another in the fertil- 
) izer will be good - well, expect some problems unless 
you are particularly knowledgeable in this field. 


Leaching: Watering and fertilizing can cause a 
problem with an imbalance of elements in the potting 
mix, so that the excess needs to be washed away from 
time to time. The larger the collection of plants the 
more difficult it is to carry this out regularly, but it 
really does improve general health. 

Grooming: Here is where you can do a little bit of 
fiddling every day. These are some of the things that 
may need to be done: 

Remove dead or dying leaves and flowers. This is 
essential, as rotting flowers and dead leaves not only 
look ugly, but may end up damaging otherwise 
healthy leaves. 

Straighten/rearrange leaves into their correct 
position to improve symmetry 

At the same time as the above, assist any flower 
buds that are developing under leaves to actually 
emerge between them 

Use a leaf support where necessary - both to 
support the leaves to a good shape and to ensure the 
plant has enough space to develop properly without 
getting damaged 

Remove side-shoots (suckers) when they are still 
small and do not distort the leaf pattern, remembering 
that a rosette plant will normally perform better if kept 
to a single crown. 
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N. Thumbelina 

Exhibited by: Ben Haning 
Hybridized by: N. Diuimovochka 
Size: Semiminiature 
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Streptocarpus 
‘ Gloria ’ 

Exhibited by: Lynn Allen 



Photo Credit : Winston J. Goretsky 



Kiss Prints 

Exhibited by: 

Donna Brining 
Hybridized by: 

K. Stork 
Standard 



Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 
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The Violet Network 


By Jennie Lawrence 


Email : missjennae@yahoo.com 


Travis’ Violets 

By Jennie Lawrence 



“Growing and Shipping Quality 
Plants for 54 Years" is the motto at the 
top of the Travis’ Violets webpage. 

While that might be the official motto, 
the unofficial tag line should be, “Keep¬ 
ing customers happy by giving them 
far more than they asked for.” More 
about that later. 

Travis’ Violets is located in Ochlock- 
nee, Georgia. The website, while not as 
detailed and information filled as some, is simple 
and easy to navigate. The home page has a typi¬ 
cal menu located on the left side. The categories 
are simple. One can select Standards to view the 
514 varieties available for purchase. There are 274 
minis and semi-minis, three different assortments, 
and five options under the supplies tab. 

The pages for choosing violets are similar to 
other sellers. In many cases, there is a photo of the 
blossom with a description of the plant. It is very 
easy to click on the Add to can button. Everything 
is in alphabetical order. The standards start with 
Aca’s varieties and end with Wranglers. The minis 
and semiminis start with Black Jewel and end with 
Weebee. There is a huge variety in all sizes, with 
known hybridizers' plants included. 

The assortments offer a starter plant pack of 
twelve varieties, Travis’ choice. You can also 
purchase a twenty-five pack of leaves, or a fifty 
pack. Again, this is their choice. 

The Supplies category is limited. There are four 
different Floracart lighted plant stands for sale. A 
twelve-pack of replacement bulbs is also available. 

There are two payment options available. These 
are PayPal and cash or check. Orders can be 
shipped or picked up at the greenhouse. 

The Helpful Hints tab would be useful for anyone 
getting started in the hobby. There is clearly written 
advice about lighting, water, temperature, and the 



other basic needs of this plant. For more 
s "-\ information, a Link Resources tab is also 
available. This is not just limited to the 
AVSA and African violets. It also pro¬ 
vides links to organic gardening, United 
States Botanical Garden, and more. 

I wanted to get my school’s violet 
project back on track, so I decided to 
order the 50-leaf assortment. I have 
ordered leaf assortments from various 
places in the past. I have gotten anything from a 
single leaf per variety or two leaves per variety. 
Occasionally, the vendor will toss in one or two 
bonus sets of leaves. 

This is where the unofficial slogan comes in. My 
Tfavis order contained 60 different varieties, and 
a total of 166 leaves. Half of the leaf sets were the 
standard two-pack, while the other thirty 
contained three or more leaves. The largest set 
was seven Wranglers Jealous jewel leaves. Georgia 
Berries, a new' Travis' hybrid (as noted on the 
label) contained three leaves. If all goes well, my 
students will be in good shape for their almost- 
annual violet fundraiser. 

In addition to the wonderful, unexpected 
number and variety of leaves, the shipment was 
well packed. It was in a standard large, priority- 
mail shipping box. The box was lined all around 
with fiberglass batting. There were two layers of 
leaves, separated by a layer of fiberglass. In addi¬ 
tion, the batting was covered in sheets of plastic 
wrap. My order shipped on May 27 and was wait¬ 
ing at the post office on May 30. It was packed 
well enough that it would have survived our not 
uncommon highway closures that delay the mail. 

While I won’t be ordering leaves any time soon, 
I will not hesitate to order from Travis' Violets 
again. The website is http://travisviolets.com They 
can be reached by snail mail at P.O. Box 42, 
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Ochlocknee, GA 31773. Their advertisement can Violets greenhouse is open to the public, seven 
also be found in the back of this magazine, days a week. They do request that you call first. 
Like many other commercial growers, Travis’ - (1-229-574-5167). 



When Do I Start Taking Leaves Off? 

By Ruth Coulson 

From her E-Newsletter: The African Violet Way 


I was doing some grooming lately among my 
violets and thinking about violets in general. 
Grooming can be a very relaxing exercise. 

Most of what I had to do was removing small 
outside leaves from young plants that I had potted 
up a couple of months ago. In my musings I 
couldn’t help being reminded of somebody who 
said to me once “When do 1 start taking leaves 
off?" 

"What do you mean? Why do you want to take 
leaves off?,” I asked, looking around her perfectly 
grown and groomed plants. She never did explain 
properly and our conversation was interrupted by 
others present, so was never completed. 1 have 
quite lost contact with this person and so at times 
1 wonder about, “When do I start taking leaves 
off?" 

Did she think removing leaves from African 
violets was a natural part of growing them? 

If she did she was pretty much correct. 

* • Older outside leaves that have become faded 

and lost their quality need to be removed. This 
is just natural attrition and the new growth from 
the centre of the plant eventually makes up for 
any lack of leaves. 

• The smaller outside leaves that remain when a 
plant has been repotted and grown for a while, 
with the new growth rapidly overtaking the 
j older ones should be removed as they are of no 
real benefit to the plant. 


• Leaves that have become damaged can be 
removed as they are ugly and the plant is better 
off without them. 

• Healthy green leaves, on the other hand, should 
certainly stay where they are. 

Did she want to remove the center leavesfrom 
the plant so it would grow “bushy"? This was 
often heard years ago, but I hope nobody believes 
it as the way to grow a rosette type African violet! 
Trailers are different, of course. Never, never 
damage the center leaves of the rosette, because 
that is where all the new growth is coming from, 
and consequently, all the flowers. 

Perhaps she wanted to start up selling leaves 
to other growers for propagation. In that case, a 
certain maturity is needed in the plant before 
removing leaves. You wouldn 't want to inhibit the 
growth of the plant by leaving toofew good leaves 
on it. 

And, of course, if you are selling leaves, you 
must supply healthy, mature leaves with a good 
chance of propagating. The really old outside 
leaves that you remove because they are no longer 
contributing to the plant, will not do at all. 

Still, years later, as I go around my plants, filling 
my leaf bucket with the “groomings" from them, I 
still wonder, what did she mean ? If a leaf is good 
and healthy and contributing to the regular, even 
shape of the plant, it stays on. If it is not - off it 
comes! 
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Violets in the Classroom 

By Jennie Lawrence 


The cultivation of African violets lends itself 
well to classroom teaching. It can be useful with 
anj' age group and can provide a wide variety of 
lesson topics. I teach all the sciences at a small al¬ 
ternative high school. Our violet project, and the 
lessons learned, has expanded almost every year. 



Plants under GroLab lights 

1 began my classroom violet project about 
fifteen years ago. That April, a community member 
donated some leaves to my classroom. At the end 
of the school year, the leaves went home with 
students. None of them came back. Although no 
one admitted it, I think most, if not all of those 
leaves, were abandoned and discarded when they 
failed to produce mouse ears in a speedy manner. 
After all, a leaf in a cup is not the most in¬ 
teresting plant in the world! 

We received a similar donation the 
following school year. This time it came 
in the fall, and the students were able to 
note the time involved in the reproduc¬ 
tive process. Most of those plants also 
went home with students for the sum¬ 
mer. This time, some came back. Parents 
or guardians asked to keep some. 1 had 
also ordered plants that summer, so we 
were in good shape to cultivate violets 
again. 

My school is typical of most. We have 
a limited budget. Over seventy-five-per- 
cent of the student population qualifies for 
free and reduced lunch. We are constantly 


looking for ways to raise funds in support of 
classroom projects and supplies. 

I was attempting to start a vegetable garden 
program during this time period, and we were 
trying to raise money to purchase a small green¬ 
house. Students started bedding plants indoors and 
held our first spring plant sale. They also had a 
number of violets to sell. Students were responsi¬ 
ble for all facets of the sale. The teens had to 
detennine the cost of raising all the plants, includ¬ 
ing supplies, seed, or in the case of the violets, the 
cost of leaves. They then had to determine 
markup, and a final retail price. Wholesale and 
retail pricing are a difficult concept for students to 
understand. A few lessons prior to the sale 
involved how to make and count back change. In 
today’s world, this is a lesson often lost, as 
computers and cash registers give people this 
information. 

Gradually, the violet (and garden) project grew. 
Students researched and wrote care sheets for the 
violets. They also produced descriptive labels for 
each variety available for sale. FC2 was a helpful 
product for this. 

We ran into problems with labeling, however, 
particularly when potting up mouse ears. This is a 



Plantlets are grown under lights in contained 
environmentsfor a Jew weeks. The plastic wrap is 
gradually pulled back to allow the plants to adjust to 
low humidity conditions. 



14 African Violet Magazine 
- - 


September • October 2015 















Potting Station 

problem 1 face every year. Students will forget to 
label all the pots or will toss an old pot in the wash 
bin before noting the name. Some students just 
forget to label. No matter how much 1 stress the 
importance of labels, we do wind up with a few 
NoIDs. Sometimes, we are able to figure it out, 
other times not. 

The school started getting a good reputation for 
the quality of the violets. Our spring sale switched 
to Christmas bazaar sales. This led to further 
lessons in transporting violets in the winter, selling 
around a holiday theme, setting up and tearing 
down a vendor booth, and being on time to work 
a shift. We also had people calling for violets 
throughout the year. 

Two years ago, my classes ventured into sell¬ 
ing at local Farmer’s Markets. This pro¬ 
vided great exposure for the school, but it 
was a lot of work, too. As the adult, I had 
to arrange for the sales space. I also trans¬ 
ported the tent, signage, chairs, tables, 
selling supplies, and plants to and from 
the venue. I, or another teacher stayed at 
the market with students. There were 
times students forgot they had 
volunteered to work, leaving the entire 
project to myself or other teachers. 

Weather was also a huge factor. If rain 
blew in, or strong winds prevailed, we 
were scrambling to protect plants. 

Because violets are marketed at vari¬ 
ous times during the year, students must 
plan accordingly when starting leaves. 


This usually means up to a year 
in advance. In addition to vari¬ 
ous sales venues, violets have 
been given away on Back-To- 
School night and Mother’s Day. 
Again, preplanning is necessary. 

The lessons that can be learned 
using African violets as a focal 
point are limited only by a 
teacher’s creativity. Their use is 
ideal for multi-disciplinary class¬ 
rooms, too. There are obvious tie- 
ins with art, math, business, 
literacy, and even world history. 
In the science room, the 
students have learned real-life skills, including 
bookkeeping, marketing, graphing, record keep¬ 
ing, and horticultural production skills. 

Students have designed experiments around 
potting mixes and fertilizer ratios. Light has been 
an experimental factor. One creative student even 
tracked the amount of humidity plants contribute 
to a room. An entire curriculum can be based 
around these plants. 

Hybridizing is a possibility also. Students have 
expressed an interest in the past, and this would 
dovetail perfectly with a unit on genetics. 

There are many positive educational reasons to 
grow violets in the classroom. There are other 
reasons that make growing violets a great classroom 



Mouse ears are produced in containers on the 
windowsills. The box on the left was an experiment; 
evaluating peat, vermiculite, and combinations of 
potting media. 
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project. Violets provide a living element in the class¬ 
room. They are much easier and less expensive to 
care for than classroom pets and are easier to 
rehome if needed. 

It is easy to scale back a large production proj¬ 
ect if needed. There are a variety of reasons this 
might happen. First, student interest does wax and 
wane. Some years, students love the violet proj¬ 
ect, and work very hard growing, selling, and 
experimenting. Other years, the)' are not as inter¬ 
ested, and it becomes more of a maintenance proj¬ 
ect. Last year, we scaled back due to elder care 
issues; I did not have the out of classroom time to 
devote to organizing sales, Fanner's Market par¬ 
ticipation, and summer care. To scale back, plants 
can be given away, and replacements do not have 
to be grown. If all else fails, they can be relegated 
to the composter. 

There is a downside to having violets as teach¬ 
ing aids. Someone has to care for plants during 
breaks and vacations. Lights in classrooms are 
usually off, blinds are closed, and often the heat is 


turned down. The plants also have to be watered. 
During the shorter breaks, I either come in to take 
care of plants, or 1 cajole another teacher or the 
custodian to handle plant care. Although the heat 
is turned down, the plants seem to maintain. If 
the violets are being used in an experiment, either 
the student meets me at school to record obser¬ 
vations, or I make the observations for them. We 
tiy to plan so this does not happen very often. 1 
take all violets home during the summer, unless 
a student wants the responsibility of caring for 
one or two. We tty to scale back to few plants, 
and lots of leaves. We usually have mouse ears 
read)' to transplant when school starts, or shortly 
thereafter. 

A few students, and even parents have caught the 
violet bug from the science classroom. The benefits of 
having and using live plants in the classroom out¬ 
weigh the disadvantages. I would be happy to talk 
to, and share lesson ideas with people who would 
like to get violets going in their classroom. Feel free 
to contact me at Missjennae@yahoo.com. 



AVSA Library Message - 2015 

Anne Nicholas, Library Committee Chairman 


The 2015 AVSA Show in Kansas City provided 
an opportunity to see some of the most beautiful 
African violets in the nation and also to renew 
and make new friendships. That was definitely a 
‘win-win’ combination! 

The Missouri Valley African Violet Council set a 
wonderful stage for the convention. Presentations 
were outstanding. The showroom was huge and 
filled with a stunning array of exhibits. Photography 
of the showroom and the many plants and designs 
was a pleasant task for the AVSA Library Committee. 
The 2015 Convention DVD “Violets Love KC Jazz, 
Blues, and Barbeque’ will be available for sale on the 
AVSA website and in the African Violet magazine. If 
you were not one of the many convention-goers 
who pre-ordered, be sure to order yours now. This 
DVD is an excellent product designed to be enjoyed 
by both affiliates and individuals. 

Like Convention DVDs from recent years, this 
DVD showcases the winners in horticulture and 


design plus a feature showing the New Introduc¬ 
tions. This DVD allows the viewer to re-visit the 
show winners or to see these spectacular exhibits 
for the first time. Included on the DVD are inter¬ 
views of some of the winning exhibitors. And, 
there is a section highlighting some events, people, 
and places at the convention. In honor of the 
theme of the show, this part is set against a selec¬ 
tion of vintage jazz. 

The Library Committee welcomed two new 
members at the 2015 convention. Julie Jones from 
Ohio and Penny Smith-Kerker from Texas bring 
new energy and creativity as the committee works 
to provide more programs for member education 
and enjoyment. 

Please contact one of your AVSA Directors or a 
Library Committee member if you have seen an 
educational program that you feel should be made 
available to the membership or if you have an idea 
for such a program. 


—t. 
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Chilly Winter Watering Solution 

By Robin Murray 


We know violets don’t appreciate the cold win¬ 
ter weather or cold water on their roots, so to avoid 
the big chill in winter, I wanted a way to keep my 
plant's water source above the chilly room temp 
range. Adding hot water to warm up cold is an 
extra step and was hit and miss with the right tem¬ 
perature. Soon 1 discovered the local water source 
was sixteen grains hard with a pH of 8.0 +! No 
wonder my plants looked unhappy! I decided to 
trial reverse osmosis processed water for a few 
months. At the local RO water shop I purchased a 
three-gallon plastic carafe with a spigot. Every ten 
days, 1 purchase six gallons of RO water for under 
$3, just for my violets. To keep the three-gallon 
supply warm, I considered placing the carafe on a 
heating pad set to the lowest temperature. It was 
far too warm and probably hard on my electric bill. 


I needed a better, faster method of watering 
that didn't mean hauling water to the microwave 
either. Then while in the pet store one day, where 
as a past aquarist I always cruise the aquarium 
aisles, 1 discovered mini submersible heaters used 
for betta bowls. They are about the size of a flash 
drive and costing less than $10; I purchased one 
that would warm up to five gallons of water. I 
simply slipped the little unit into the neck of the 
carafe and plugged it in. There it sits at the 
bottom, automatically keeping the water a cozy 
76-78 degrees, at the ready for a quick sip for my 
violets. To minimize evaporation, I covered the 
top of the carafe with an old yogurt cup and 
slipped an old pillow case over the whole unit to 
discourage algae! No more hard alkaline or chilly 
water! Happier plants too! 



THE DENTIST AND MY VIOLETS? 

By Kathleen MacNeil 
LAVG Minnesota 


Even back in the 50's when I was a kid, 1 re¬ 
member my Grandma saying to my mother that 
one of the first rules of violet growing was to never 
splash water on the leaves. It really doesn’t mat¬ 
ter how...if it accidentally drips or dribbles out of 
the watering device or whatever. We all know that 
water on the leaves means spots, stains, damage in 
some form. Disaster for show plants! So what do 
you do? I’ve tried the handy “picker upper." Oth¬ 
ers have used tissue, cotton swabs, all to no avail. 

Enter: Paul Kroll. What a guy! He introduced us 


to Dental Cotton! It is the answer! 

You know that thing that the dentist stuffs in 
your mouth while he's working on your teeth? It’s 
that little roll of tightly packed cotton that sops up 
all the saliva that you would drown in if it weren’t 
there. Paul has found that keeping a roll of dental 
cotton on each shelf of his plant room is the quick 
fix to water dripped on African violet leaves. Paul 
has so many practical solutions to growing things. 
Just touch the cotton to the wet leaf and the water 
disappears, and your leaves are saved! 
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Shows and Judges 

Bill Foster, Shows and Judges Committee 


3610 Gray Drive • Mesquite, TX 75150 
Email: lbpfoster@sbcglobal.net 



The convention show in Kansas City 
was an outstanding sight. The show¬ 
room was large and filled with beautiful 
exhibits. Thanks to Linda Hall. Rand)' 

Duetsch, and their committees for all the 
hard work. Thanks also to the exhibitors 
whose entries made that beautiful show, 
and the judges, whose tasks are never 
easy. 

As usual, the Judges Breakfast was quite lively. 
Laryngitis kept me quiet, but Mary Corondan, Vice 
Chair, and the rest of the committee covered well 
for me. Here are some of the questions/discussions 
that took place. There was a lengthy discussion on 
ornamental value of non-blooming gesneriads. It 
was so lengthy that I am going to ask someone to 
write an article for the African Violet Magazine on 
this subject. 

Is it permissible, in an African violet show with 
a section for “othergesneriads, ” to place an infor¬ 
mation card with a gesneriad entry? Yes. Some¬ 
times it is very helpful. New gesneriad descriptions 
may not have yet been widely distributed, so it fur¬ 
nishes the judges information on the exhibit. 

There were container gardens in oar local show 
planted with more “othergesneriads," than com¬ 
panion plants. Is this a good thing? Saintpaulias 
are gesneriads. What is more compatible than 
other gesneriads? The gesneriad family is so vast 
and varied that there are many choices. This is 
fine, considering that everything is in scale in the 
landscape plan. 

We constantly see container gardens that are 
Jlat, with no landscape plan. Is this correct? It is 
the exhibitor's choice, but unless the theme might 
indicate, perhaps a formal garden, which some of 
them are fairly flat, the exhibitor would likely lose 
points on landscape plan. The points for landscape 
plan is 40. 

At a recent show, a dish was eliminatedjrom 
consideration because it contained a number of 
succulents. Was this correct? Yes, the judges 



explained that a container garden can 
not have succulents. The Handbook 
states that succulents are not compatible. 

Why do judges continue to allow 
plant material in container gardens 
that are way out of scale? Judges 
should write comments stating that 
plants are out of scale and should 
deduct points accordingly. 

I am a new member and hope to grow a show 
winner. Since blossoms only grow one at a time, 
will the early blooms still be alive when the others 
are blooming? The original answer w'as “your 
guess is as good as mine" which is not a bad 
answer. I know of many “winners" who make a 
practice of removing the first blossom on each 
stem, and this seems to work w'ell for them. 
However, in your final grooming, remove any 
blossoms that the judges might consider ‘spent.’ 

This statement was in the question box. I highly 
recommend that student tests be an open book 
exam. 

This has been discussed, but the general con¬ 
sensus is that it w'ould take too much time. Perhaps 
sometime in the future, more time could be allowed 
for the schools, and this could be reconsidered. 

Should Russian varieties be entered with their 
Russian name, or their American name? They 
should be entered with their Russian name. 
However, if space permits, it is fine to also list the 
American name. 

A plant described as single/semidouble has 
some blossoms that are full doubles, and the 
hybridizer admits this sometimes happens in 
perfect growing conditions. How do we judge this 
when it appears as a gorgeous full double? If the 
plant is blooming with all doubles, it should have 
not made it through Classification. If the plant only 
has a few double blooms, those blossoms should 
be removed, or if it made it through Classification 
with a few double blossoms, the judges should 
judge the plant and deduct points for each double 
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blossom. If it is exhibited and all blossoms, no 
matter how beautiful it is, it should be eliminated 
from consideration. 

What is the process to remove judges that 
have passed awayJrom the judges list on the 
website? If the deceased judge was a Life Member 
and a Master Judge, and it is not reported to the 
Shows & Judges Chair or the AVSA office, that 
judge will stay on the list as long as their Ajrican 
Violet Magazine is being mailed. If they are not a 
Life Member or Master Judge and we are not 
notified, they will stay on the list until the 
membership or Judges' certificate expires. 

We tty to keep up with this from the memorials 
in the Afiican Violet Magazine, but if any of you 


are aware of such occurrences, we would greatly 
appreciate it if you would let us know. We will 
discuss more questions in the next column. 

The following judges have achieved the status 
of Master Judge. They have worked hard for many 
years to reach this milestone. Congratulations to 
each of you! 

Gini McCanne - California 
Janice Murasko - New Jersey 
Diane Clark - Texas 
Jill Fischer - New Jersey 
James Boyer - Florida 
Anne Nicholas - Texas 
Richard Nicholas - Texas 


Congratulations on a 
Successful AuctionI 



Edna Rourke, Auction Chairman 
99 Old Stratford Road • Shelton CT 06484 • 203-926-9716 
Apapillon @aol.com 


I can’t begin to say "thank you" enough to the 
many very generous donors and successful 
bidders who made our auction such a great 
success. 

My thanks to: Candace Baldwin, Bob Clark, Jan 
Davidson, Bill Foster, Ovella Hall, Cathy Heider, 
Laurene Jones, Nancy Hayes, Lynn Lombard, 
Jean Marcos, Dale Martens, Barbara Pershing, Bill 
Price, Annie Rieck, Janet Riemer, and Esther 
Wells. Special thanks to our international donors 
- Kazuo Horikoshi and Dimitry Ozherelev and our 
commercial members Patty Daniel, Dave Harris, 
Holtkamp Greenhouses, Pat Hancock, B. J. Ohme, 
Mahlen and Brenda Petty, and Donna and Steve 
Turner, who continue to be so supportive. We 
couldn’t have done it without all of you. 

A huge thank you to our auctioneer, Bill Price, 


who continues to makes the auction so lively and 
interesting as well as to our auction staff - Carol 
Burris, Bob Clark, Elmer Godney, Laurel and 
Winston Goretsky, Sue Hoffmann, Dale Martens, 
and Joan Wood: my gratitude for your help and 
support. Last and certainly not least: my thanks 
to Amy Carruth, our AVSA Office Manager and 
Ruth Rumsey, our AVSA Editor, who continue to 
help out all year as well as, recording, collecting 
and keeping track of all the bidding. A very 
special thanks to my husband, Al, for his tireless 
“behind the scenes” help all year long. 

To all of our successful winning bidders: thank 
you for your support. Without your enthusiasm 
and generosity, this auction wouldn’t have been 
possible. 

See you in Albuquerque 
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“Violets Love KC Jazz, 
Blues, and Barbecue” 



Susan Hapner 
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Judy Hess 


Irene Harney, Meredith Hall & Jane Rexilius 


Ron Davidson 


Michelle Gazzara 


Barbara Taswell-Miller 


Barbara Burde 
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Leaf Characteristics Displayed by 

African Violets 

From African Violets, Gifts from Nature 

The Series-. Book One 
By Melvin J. Robey 















ically Speaking.. .or Not 

By Neil Lipson 


Phone: (610) 356-6183 
Email: ndlipson@gmail.com 


Distilled Water, Micro Nutrients, and 

Trace Elements 


Let’s clear up the controversy once and/or all 


Pat Hancock advised me to use 
rainwater three years ago. It had just 
rained, and my trash can was full of 
water from the roof overhang, so the 
timing was perfect and the AVS of 
Springfield, PA, show was in two 
months. The results were spectacular. 

I won more rosettes than ever before. 

For decades I believed that you 
i should never use chemically pure 
water for African violets. To reinforce 
that concept, the smartest of the 
smart also told me that, too. However, if your 
water source is a problem, you need to make a 
change, or you can lose your plants. I then 
changed to pure water WITH micronutrients and 
trace elements added in the fertilizer. If you have 
well water, you could have a much bigger 
challenge, which could result in a much larger 
problem. 

First of all, let’s define “pure" water. It is 
distilled, reverse osmosis, and usually rainwater 
with totally-dissolved solids below lOppm. If you 
get the rainwater from your roof, make sure it is 
not a new roof, six months old or less. If you have 
acid rain in your area, you’ll want to check the pH. 
' My rainwater in Philly is always about 7.0. 
Included below is a rainwater map of the US. 

For years I worked as a lighting and power 
engineer at Betz Environmental Engineers, 
designing water filtration plants all over the coun¬ 
try. I learned quite a bit on water quality during 
those years. Now it’s my challenge to apply that 
knowledge to water quality for African violets. 

First of all, water filtration plants are designed 
for human consumption and NOT violets. The 


chloramines they add are only one of 
many problems that will occur. 
Therefore, just removing chloramine 
will NOT solve all of your problems. 
You first need to check what’s in the 
water. How can you find out your 
water quality, and what should you 
do? Here’s a hands-on approach 
without needing a degree in chem¬ 
istry or sanitation engineering. 

Not too long ago, analyzing water 
was not too easy. pH meters were 
$180 and TDS meters (total dissolved solids) were 
few and far between. Now, excellent quality pH 
meters are below $50, and TDS meters are under 
$20. Water companies now give a breakdown of 
everything, including trace elements. Water test¬ 
ing is done free at Home Depot, and reverse os¬ 
mosis (resin filters, also called RO water) go cheap 
on Ebay and Amazon. I’ve written three articles 
on water quality and rain barrels, so there's plenty 
of information out there, all published in AVM. 

What to do? If you have well water, you’re high 
on the list for having possible problems and should 
have the water tested. Well water quality varies 
greatly across the country. If your TDS is above 
100, you’ll want to treat it, depending on the 
impurities. pH is not as critical, as the soil will 
adjust it most of the time. However, there is one 
thing you can do right off the bat to see the 
potential of pure water, and that is to try distilled 
water and a non-urea fertilizer WITH trace 
elements and micronutrients. Three that I know 
of are Plant Marvel 14-12-14 (which is only 
available in 25# bags), Optimara 14-12-14, and 
DynaGro 7-9-5 fertilizer. DynaGro is available from 
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Cape Cod Violetiy, an AVSA supporter. All three of 
these fertilizers are top notch. What will fixing your 
water do for you? A lot. 

First, you won’t have huge pH fluctuations in 
the water. Second, all of your trace elements and 
micronutrients will be in the fertilizer. No chlorine, 
no chloramine, and no water hardness or sodium. 
There is one aspect that many people don’t 
understand with the pH of distilled water. It really' 
doesn’t matter. 





Here’s why: 

Many people are concerned with the low pH of 
bottled distilled water. This concept was upset¬ 
ting to me, as I knew there was practically no 
buffering to it (it had no strength to really raise or 
lower the soil pH). So I tried an experiment. I got 
a fresh bottle of distilled water and boiled a small 
amount. Most of the gas in it blew off. I then 
tested the pH and measured it. It was 7.1.1 took 

a straw and blew bub¬ 
bles in the water for 
about five seconds, and 
the pH dropped to 5.4! I 
just blew my breath and 
nothing else. It turned 


the water into a really 
weak carbolic acid, and 
let me tell you, it was 
as weak as you could 
get. Now that was an 
eye opener. All the fear 
out there was for 
nothing. 


MICRONUTRIENTS AND 
TRACE ELEMENTS 

In doing research on the above, I had two big 
surprises in the formulations of the fertilizers. One 
was with the use of silicon additives, and the 
second was the idea of adding calcium, neither of 
which are in many fertilizers at all. Here’s a short 
summary of what 1 found out. 

The primai-)' elements in fertilizer are the N-P-K, 
or nitrogen, phosphorous, and potassium. There 
are thirteen secondary' elements essential to 
healthy African violets: boron (B), calcium (Ca), 
carbon (C), chlorine (Cl), copper (Cu), hydrogen 
(H), iron (Fe), magnesium (Mg), manganese 
(Mn), molybdenum (Mo), oxygen (0), sulfur (S), 
and zinc (Zn). 

One additional element, which is not listed 
as a micronutrient, which may be at a higher 
level of importance than trace elements, is 
silicon. It is needed to benefit violets that are 
under stress, like starting a leaf. While violets 
can live their entire life cycle without silicon, it 
can increase chlorophyll and improve rooting of 
variegated leaves that may not have enough 
chlorophyll, to allow photosynthesis to occur. 
According to all the textbooks, silicon is not 
high on the list of “necessary” micronutrients 
but is presently being researched for violets. I 
personally have not tried it and plan to do some 
experimentation. 

One word of caution: do not overdose on silicon 
and follow the instructions carefully if you use 
DynaGro Protekt, which is a dedicated silicon 
supplement. Also, Protekt should be added 
separately and NOT added to your other fertilizer 
water, as it can precipitate out some other fertilizer 
elements. If you want to use both, alternate the 
“feeding" from one to the other AV growing task 
you have, whether it’s leaves, suckers, and such. 
For dosing, it’s easy to inadvertently add too much 
if you mat or use well water. I’m trying it for 
difficult variegated leaves like ANN (which will be 
a whole new article in the future). 

There are four trace elements (which includes 
silicon), in particular, that may be beneficial to your 
African violets. Those are cobalt, (Co), nickel (Ni), 
silicon (Si), and sodium (Na). I will not go into the 
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CROW ANALYSIS 


chemistry of what each of these elements does for 
the plant. 

More and more top growers do not change their 
fertilizer for shows and skip the bloom boosters, 
while other growers will use foliar feeding to the un¬ 
derside of the leaves instead of putting it into their 
water. If you like blooms all year long, skip the bloom 
boosters completely. Optimara and Plant Marvel have 
the 14-12-14, which are almost identical to each 
other, and DynaGro is 7-9-5 and has some calcium 
in it, which many other fertilizers may not include. If 
you use tap water with the pure water as a mix, then 
your water will almost certainly have calcium. 



Plant Marvel 14-12-14 

Optimara 14-12-14 

Total Nitrogen 

14% 

14% 

Ammonlacal nitrogen 

8 7% 

8% 

Nitrate nitrogen 

5.3% 

6% 

Available Phosphate 

12% 

12% 

Soluble Potash 

14% 

14% 

Secondary Nutrients 



Magnesium 

.54% 

4.5% 

Sulfur 

8 24% 


Boron 

.05% 

.02% 

Copper 

.05% 

05% 

Manganese 

.01% 

.05% 

Molybdenum 

.0035% 

.001% 

Zinc 

.05% 

.05% 


Oervedftom Ammonium 
Suiptuto Ammonium 
PhospAile. Nitrate. 

Sodium N Irate Magnesium 
Sulphate. Bonn Sodum 
MO>Mate and tne SiJpnata 

term or Copper Mjnjirev and 

Zatc 

Secondary nutrem derived 
from iron EDTA efte die. Copper 

EDTAchelate. Manganese 

COTA chelate. Zinc EDTA 
chelate. SoOum MotyOdate 


Plant Marvel 14-12-14 


Guaranteed Analysis (For continuous liquid feeding) 
14-12-144 Percent Lba/Ton Co n c en tr a tion 


Total Nitrogen (N) 

14% 

280 

200 PPM as N 

8.88% Ammonlacal Nitrogen 

5.12% Nitrate Nitrogen 

Available Phosphate (PjOJ 

12% 

240 

171 PPM as P,O g 

Soluble Potash (K_0) 

14% 

280 

200 PPM as K,0 

Magnesium (Mg) 0.49% 

0.49% Water Soluble Magnesium (Mg) 

9.8 

7 PPM as Mg 

Sulfur (S) 

8% 

160 

114 PPM as S 

8% Combined Sulfur (S) 

Boron (B) 

0.05% 

1.0 

0.71 PPM as B 

Copper (Cu) 

0.05% 

1.0 

0.71 PPM as Cu 

0.05% Chelated Copper (Cu) 

Iron (Fc) 

0.10% 

2.0 

1.43 PPM as Fe 

0.10% Chelated Iron (Fc) 

Manganese (Mn) 0.01% 

0.01% Chelated Manganese (Mn) 

0.20 

0.14 PPM as Bin 

Molybdenum (Mo) 

0.0035% 

0.70 

0.05 PPM as Mo 

Zinc (Zn) 

0.05% 

1.0 

0.71 PPM aa Zn 


0.05% Chelated Zinc (Zn) 

Derived from Ammonium Sulfur. Ammonium Phosphate, Potassium 
Nitrate. Sodium Nitrate, Borax, Sodium Molybdate and the EDTA form 
of Copper, Iron. Manganese, and Zinc. CAUTION: This fertilizer is to be 
used on soils which responds to molybdenum. Crops high in molybde¬ 
num are toxic to grazing animals. Potential acidity equivalent to 751 lbs. 
Calcium Carbonate per ton. 


Total Nitrogen (N).7.0%* Chlorine (CQ.Q.1%* 

2.6% Ammonlacal (NH 4 ) Cobalt (Co).0.0015%* 

4.4% Nitrate (NOa) Copper (Cu).0A5%* 

Phosphorus (P 2 O 5 ).9.0%* IronOFe)..0.1%* 

fotassium (KjO).5.0%* Manganese (Mn).0.05%* 

CakJum (Ca).2.0%* Molybdenum (Mo).0.0009%* 

Magnesium (Mg)..05%* Nidoel (M).0.0001% 

Sumir(S).0.05% Sodium (Na).0.1%* 

Boron (B).Q.02%* Zinc (Zn).Q.05%* 

Many growers rotate their fertilizers so they get 
a combination of all the different elements over 
time, and this works quite well. As a side note, the 
concentration of the fertilizer, such as l/8th or 
l/4th teaspoon per gallon is when you water your 
plants with this weak fertilizer solution, and it has 
to be adjusted so you do not over fertilize your 
plants. If you wick or mat water, you would 
decrease the amount of fertilizer. Too many grow¬ 
ers over-fertilize and are not aware of it. Watch for 
tight centers as a symptom. This is a classic case of 
“too much of a good thing can be bad." 

One additional point: some growers will mix in 
a portion of their tap water to their rainwater to get 
the benefits of both the low TDS and also the 
calcium and magnesium components. If you do 
this, make sure to add a tap water conditioner from 
API, available everywhere including Petsmart and 
Amazon, to remove chloramines that do NOT 
dissipate over time. It is very inexpensive and 
works immediately, so you don’t need to let the 
water sit for days. At Amazon, enter “API Thp 
water Conditioner, 16-Ounce." 

I would like to thank Carolee Carter for her help, 
both technically and proofreading and also Dr. 
Wendy Zellner, Research Plant Physiologist, Green¬ 
house Production Research Group at the USDA 
Agriculture Research Service. Dr. Zellner wrote 
a paper on silicon in THE BUCKEYE magazine, 
p.27: http://issuu.com/onla/docs/04may2015 

Neil Upson is a full-time computer consultant. 
He can be reached by emailing him at 
ndlipson@gmail.com or calling 610-356-6183 
after 1 pm Eastern time. He will return your call 
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Dried Designs 

By Joyce Stenger 




Autumn provides such exhilaration from the 
crispness of the cooler air, the multitude of colors in 
landscapes, and the quantity of design materials 
available. Now is the time to gather up branches, 
blossoms, and grasses from flower gardens or 
along road sides for use later. Any design, whether 
used in the home or put in a show, can be built on 
what you gather and prepare for at this time of the 
year. 

Dried plant material is allowed in violet show 
designs except for terrariums or gardens. However, 
you should check the show schedule before you 
start. 

Look for design materials during 
dry weather, at about noon when dew 
has evaporated. A few days prior to 
the prime of the blossoms, cut ^ 
the flower to include several 
inches of stem. Grasses and branches can 
be cut down to size as needed. That is much easier 
than trying to add height or length later. 

If you are unsure whether plants are endan¬ 
gered or are a protected species, such as sea oats, 
check with the county extension office or agent. 
Never disturb wild plant material if in doubt. 

Air-drying is the easiest technique to use. Plant 
material can be dried by hanging 
or placed upright or laid down 
depending on the variety. An area 
used for drying can be a section 
of a garage, basement, or 
enclosed porch. The space should be cool, dry, and 
well-ventilated. If not, the material could rot. Light 
can fade colors. Lack of circulation prevents even 
drying and crooked lines. 

You can stretch a wire or twine from one 
side of the drying area to the other 
and use clothes pins for hanging 
bundles of plants. Or you can make a 
simple wall frame such as the on< 
listed next: 

Trike two screw-in hooks and insert these into a 
wall (preferable with wall board not solid wood) 




about five-feet apart, up as high as you can easily 
reach. Add tw'o lengths of chain, the same size, 
from each hook. 

Insert six foot bamboo poles through the links in 
the chain at three or more places for attaching 
bundles of material for drying. 

For hanging materials, such as fragrant euca¬ 
lyptus, remove all lower leaves, 
wipe off moisture, and then tie the 
stems together into bunches with 


ES? 









nibber bands or string. Allow space 
between flowers and leaves in each 
bunch to minimize touching, encouraging good 
circulation. Drying upright items, such as cattails, 
use an empty container large enough for similar 
bunches, as in the hangings at left to minimize 
touching (use a wicker laundry basket). 

Placing w'added up newspaper in the bottom 
will help hold the cattails upright. 

Larger heads on plants, 
such as Lily of the Nile, can 
be laid on a shelf made from 
chicken wire. Other items 
placed upon an open shelf can be ornamental com, 
lotus, or pine cones. Just slip the stem into the wire 
to prevent material from falling off the shelf. 

Seed-heads, like pampas grass, 
will break up during the drying 
period if its surface has not been 
sealed. 

To properly seal the seed-heads, use a can of 
environmentally-friendly hair spray. Go outside to 
do this. Liberally spray the seed-head and let it dry 
naturally. This will hold it together and prevent 
seeds from coming apart. 

A few other suitable plants 
that can be used for drying include 
bottle brush, heather, statice, copper beech, 
yarrow, pussy willow, strawflowers, mums, pin oak 
leaves, bamboo, ivy, ferns, sweet gum leaves, pine 
branches, reeds, wheat, barley, silver birch, orna¬ 
mental onions, fescue, lavender, thistle, holly, sago 
palm, poppies, and pine cones. There are many 
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hundreds of others. You can buy these items al- Note: All violet plants and/or blossoms in show 

ready dyed and dried. design categories must be fresh. Other items can 

They are packaged up and available at garden be dried per AVSA Judges’ Handbook, 
stores or pottery marts. However, you will pay 

dearly for them. This home-made method is From The Dixie News, 

cheaper, available, and can be fun to do. Publication of the Dixie AVS 

.GUTTATION 

By Sue Gardner 


Have you looked through your African violet 
collection and discovered the odd leaf that seems to 
be crying tiny tears from the tip? I have been 
assuming that I’ve been careless with topping up 
water in the wells and have used a cotton bud to 
'mop up the excess.' Imagine my curiosity and 
interest when researching useful articles for our 
Newsletter, and I came across this, so I am sharing 
it here, assuming that I’ve not been the only one to 
have had this happen. 

( Recently, a member of our Group asked, “Why 
are my plants crying tears from the leaf tips?" What 
are these drops of liquid that appear on plants? 
Drops of liquid form on the leaf edges of plants be¬ 
cause of a process called guttation. The liquid con¬ 
tains sugars and minerals when it appears on 
garden plants and bees. You usually see it early in 
the morning and after a while, it disappears, often 
leaving a film of white residue on the leaf.” Weep¬ 
ing? This weeping, or guttation, occurs in vascular 
plants. Non-vascular plants such as algae, mosses 
and liverworts do not guttate. This is because they 
do not have xylem vessels that transport water etc. 
throughout the plant. During the night, plants close 
their stomata, and transpiration is shut down. 
Water, which generally leaves the plant through the 
stomata, accumulates and pressure builds in the 
roots, forcing water up the plant, into the leaves and 
out through specialized pores called hydathodes. 

Why does weeping occur on leaf edges? 

The hydathodes are located at the terminal 
points of veins in the leaf. So the drops only appear 
on the edges and tips of the leaves. 

; Why is guttation visible in the morning? 

It is said that guttation only occurs at night. I 


have found that it also occurs when transpiration 
is low because of high humidity. Recently, we had 
humidity of 100%, and my African violets exhib¬ 
ited guttation during the day. Usually, however, 
guttation is most obvious during cool winter 
nights. The drops of liquid remain for some time 
the next morning, as evaporation is slow in cooler 
temperatures. 

Does guttation occur all year round? 

There is a daily rhythm of guttation - it is pres¬ 
ent early in the morning and disappears for the rest 
of the day. When transpiration is low due to 
humidity, guttation is also visible. It can be seen at 
any time depending on the conditions. 

Does it harm the plant? 

Guttation, in itself, does not harm the plant. 
However, the liquid contains mineral salts that are 
depositors on the leaf ‘edges’ when the liquid 
evaporates. If a crust builds up on the leaf, it could 
kill some leaf cells. This will cause brown edges to 
develop on the leaves. 

Is it useful? 

As guttation relieves pressure in the roots, it al¬ 
lows mineral nutrients to enter the plant during the 
night when transpiration ceases. The plant contin¬ 
ues to operate during that time. You probably 
notice the growth of leaves and flowers overnight. 
I often find new flower buds or open flowers when 
I inspect my plants each morning. If you see gut¬ 
tation on your plants, don’t worry. It is said that 
guttation is prevented by a deficiency or excess of 
fertilizer. It also stops when potting mix is too dry 
or waterlogged. So... guttation shows that your 
plants have sufficient water and fertilizer! 
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By Paid Kroll 


4325 Two Rod Road • East Aurora, NY 14052 
Email: pfkroll@roadruimer.com 


Petrocosmea 





P. sericea. Photo credit Tim lUttle. 

Petrocosmeas should be in bloom to exhibit 
them in most cases. Some have other ornamental 
attributes, but most have only the symmetry to list 
in the ornamental factors other than bloom. 
Remember that gesneriads are allotted 35 points 


All the species and hybrids of the 
genus Petrocosema have two things 
in common: they are probably the 
most shallow-rooted in the gesneriad 
family, and their incredible symmetry 
is the most alluring of their features. 

Most are seasonal bloomers, some 
flowering more readily than others. 

Grow them in very' shallow pots 
with extra lime added, and they will 
be happy. I have seen beautiful plants in this genus 
growm on shallow plates, in shallow' restaurant 
containers, and in other shallow' creative “pots". 
They can and will grow' quite large if given the 
opportunity to do so. 


for bloom, or the same amount for 
ornamental factors other than bloom, 
so beware that your plants out of 
bloom will probably not score highly 
in the categoiy of ornamental factors 
when they are not in bloom. Leave 
them home and exhibit them when 
they are in bloom, even if it is only at 
your club meetings. 

Those that have other attributes 
beside their symmetry are: P. sericea, with fuzzy 
hairs and cupped leaves, P barbata, with leaf 
shapes unlike most of the others, P. kerrii, with 
pointed fuzzy leaves and blooming or budding 
at the base of the plant, P begoniifolia and P 
cryptica (formerly P rosettifolia) with their 
pebbled leaf textures. Enjoy the plants in this 
genus for what they are and don’t expect to win 
high scores in ornamental value with plants that 
are not in bloom and better left home at show time. 


Petrocosmea "Paul Kroll". 
Photo credit Tim lUttle. 
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Rob's 

Boolaroo 

Exhibited by: 
Ben Haning 
Hybridized by: 
R. Robinson 
Semiminiature Trailer 



Photo Credit : Winston J. Goretsky 



Photo Credit: Neil Lipson 


Mac's 

Blowing 

Bubbles 

Exhibited by: 
Timothy Ferguson 
Hybridized by: 

G. McDonald 
Semiminiature 
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a And the Winners <LTC • • • 434 Plumwood Way • Fairview, TX 75069 

By Mary J. Corondan Email: mcorondan@yahoo.com 



AVC OF BURLINGTON COUNTY, 

NJ - Winners: Best AVSA Standard 
Collection: Buckeye Tea Party 7 , Buckeye 
Nostalgia, Buckeye Cherry 7 Topping; Best 
AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Rob’s Chilly 
Willy, Orchard's Bumble Magnet, 

Morgan’s Declan Duff; Best in Show/Best 
Trailer: Rob's Gundaroo; Best Standard: 

The Alps; Best Semiminiature: Lyon's 
June Bug; Horticulture Sweepstakes, 

Sandy Skalski. 2nd Best AVSA Mini/Semi 
Collection: Red Tiger. Optimara Little Arapahoe, 
Rob’s Inner Orbit; Best Species Collection; 
Saintpaulia 6 clone bre\ r ipilosa Mather No. 10, 
Saintpaulia 5b clone confusa Mather E, 
Saintpaulia 5c 1 clone Sigi Falls; Best Miniature; 
Shirks Red Sky; Best Species: Saintpaulia 5c 1 
clone Sigi Falls; Best Gesneriad: Nautilocalyx 
glandulifer, Design Sweepstakes, Susan Amao. 
Best Design, Laurel Brown. 

AVC OF GREATER ATLANTA, GA - Win¬ 
ders: Best AVSA Standard Collection: Tiger, Cajun 
Popcorn, Frozen in Time; Best in Show/Best 
Standard: Tiger; Best Tailer: Rob’s Sticky Wicket, 
Mark Jackson. 2nd Best AVSA Standard Collec¬ 
tion: Optimara EverGlory, Rhapsodie Michelle II, 
Optimara Millennia, Kathy Spissman. Best Semi¬ 
miniature: Ness’ Crinkle Blue; Best Miniature: 
Frosted Denim, Carol Brody. Best Species: 
Saintpaulia diplotricha, Charleen Weinfurter. 
Best Gesneriad: Primulina USBRB-98083, 
Barbara McGrath. Best Design; Horticulture 
Sweepstakes; Design Sweepstakes, Johnnie 
Berry. 

AVC OF MORRIS COUNTY, NJ - Winners: 

Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Senk’s Vespa 
Verde, Jolly Frills, Mac’s Misty Meadow; Best Semi¬ 
miniature: Jolly Spirit; Horticulture Sweepstakes, 
Una Moreno. Best Species Collection: Saintpau¬ 
lia 5f clone orbicularis var. purpurea, Saintpaulia 
5c 1 done ionantha, Saintpaulia 5a clone grandi- 
Jolia-, Best in Show/Best Standard: Jersey Blue 



Moonlight; Best Species: Saintpaulia 5f 
clone orbicularis var, purpurea. Bob 
Kurzynski. Best Miniature; Rob’s Chilly 
Willy; Design Sweepstakes, Karyn 
Cichocki. Best Tailer: Rob's Boolaroo, 
Janet Sierzega. Best Gesneriad: Co/um- 
nea ‘Apollo’, Jill Fisher. Best Design, 
Ginny Heattep. 

OCALA, FL - Winners: Best AVSA 
Standard Collection: Ma’s Taffy Swirl, 
EK-Goluboglazaia Rossiia, Optimara Tennessee; 
Best in Show/Best Standard: Ma’s Ttffy Swirl; Best 
Semiminiature: Jolly Fire; Best Tailer: Cajun’s 
McKenna Tail; Horticulture Sweepstakes; Design 
Sweepstakes, Carolee Carter. Best Miniature: Jolly 
Joy, Marge Hendon. Best Species; Saintpaulia 5b 
clone Silvert; Best Gesneriad: Columnea hirta 
‘Little Prince’, Suzanne Burbank. Best Design, 
Linda Schwambach. 

AV AND GESNERIAD SOCIETY OF 
ROCHESTER, NY - Winners: Best AVSA Stan¬ 
dard Collection: Waterdancer, Pueblo, Rhapsodie 
Clementine; Best in Show/Best Standard: Water- 
dancer; Best Species: Saintpaulia ionantha subsp. 
ionantha var. ionantha, Donna Delia. Best AVSA 
Mini/Semi Collection: Rob’s Astro Zombie, Rob’s 
Calypso Beat, Rob’s Boondoggle; Best Semiminia¬ 
ture: Rob’s Boondoggle; Best Miniature; Rob’s 
Chilly Willy, Ralph Robinson. Best Design; 
Design Sweepstakes, Barbara Festenstein. 
Horticulture Sweepstakes, Mary Ryan. 

AV AND GESNERIAD SOCIETY OF SYRA¬ 
CUSE, NY - Winners: Best AVSA Standard Col¬ 
lection: Buckeye Colossal, Apache Freedom, 
Chanticleer; Best in Show/Best Standard: Apache 
Freedom; Best Species: Saintpaulia clone ionan¬ 
tha, Ann Kelly. 2nd Best AVSA Standard Collec¬ 
tion: Frozen in Tme, Wild Irish Rose, Waterdancer, 
Karen Dupree. Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: 
Rosy Pink, Teen Thunder, Optimara Little 
Cheyenne; Best Miniature: Rosy Pink, Barbara 
Leonard. 2nd Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: 
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Ness' Crinkle Blue, Celina Elegance, Ness’ Sheer 
Pink; Best Gesneriad: Sinningia leucotricha ; 
Horticulture Sweepstakes, Robin and Bill Yager. 
Best Semiminiature: Rob’s Fiddlesticks, Donna 
Coleman. Best Trailer: Baby Brian, Mary Ryan. 
Best Design, Lee Hoke. Design Sweepstakes, 
Kathy Garbarino. 

AV AND GESNERIAD SOCIETY OF WEST¬ 
ERN NY, NY - Winners: Best AVSA Mini/Semi 
Collection: Jolly Texan, Eternal Orbit, Morgan’s 
Elvin Earl; Best Species Collection: Saintpau/ia 
clone confusa Mather E, Saintpaulia clone grotei 
Silvert; Saintpaulia ionantha subsp. ionantha var. 
ionantha; Best in Show/Best Standard: Edge of 
Darkess; Best Semiminiature: Eternal Orbit; Best 
Species: Saintpaulia clone grandifolia #237; Best 
Gesneriad: Drymonia cuyabenensis ; Horticulture 
Sweepstakes, Paul Kroll. Best Miniature: Rob’s 
Doodlebug, Judy O’Neil. Best Design; Design 
Sweepstakes, Laura Buckner. 

AVS OF MINNESOTA, MN - Winners: Best 
AVSA Standard Collection: Optimara AnnaBelle, 
Ultra Violet Flash, Rebel’s Rosebud; Best AVSA 
Mini/Semi Collection: Optimara Little Sapphire, 
Jolly Orchid, Windsome; Best in Show/Best Minia¬ 
ture: Jolly Orchid; Best Standard: Frozen in Time; 
Best Semiminiature: Mac’s Misty Meadow; Best 
Trailer: Rocky Mountain Trail; Best Gesneriad: 
Streptocarpus ‘Heartland’s White Gold’; Best 
Species: Saintpaulia schumensis-, Horticulture 
Sweepstakes, Kathy Lahti. Best Design; Design 
Sweepstakes, Barb Wemess. 

AVS OF SPRINGFIELD, PA - Winners: Best 
AVSA Standard Collection: Ramblin’ Amethyst, 
Rolling Pink Cloudburst, Senk’s Snowy Egret; Best 
AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Rob’s Galiwinku, 
Rob's Humpty Doo, Rob’s Gundaroo; Best Semi¬ 
miniature: Jolly Eyes; Best Trailer: Ramblin’ 
Amethyst; Horticulture Sweepstakes, Erika 
Geimonen. 2nd Best AVSA Standard Collection: 
Bud’s Cassie, Chicago Flair, Moonbeams; Best 
Miniature: Windsome, Neil Lipson. Best Species 
Collection: Saintpaulia ionantha subsp. ionantha 
var. ionantha, Saintpaulia 5c2 clone diplotricha 
Punter #7, Saintpaulia 5h clone velutina-, Best in 
Show/Best Species: Saintpaulia ionantha subsp. 
ionantha var. ionantha; Best Gesneriad: Sinningia 


‘Lil’ Georgie’; Best Design; Design Sweepstakes, 
Barbara Jones. Best Standard: Caroline Areosa, 
Emma Finley. 

ALBUQUERQUE AVC, NM - Winners: Best 
AVSA Standard Collection: Optimara EverGrace, 
Optimara IsaBelle, Jersey Snow Flakes; Best in 
Show/Best Standard: Jersey Snow Flakes; Best 
Miniature: K's Pink Hog, Kathy Hajner. 2nd Best 
AVSA Standard Collection: Chinook Wind, Opti¬ 
mara Indiana, Lucille Woolever; Best Gesneriad: 
Streptocarpus ‘Here Comes the Sun’, JoEllen 
Bowden. Best Semiminiature: Ness' Sheer Peach; 
Best Species: Saintpaulia 5c 1 clone ionantha-, 
Horticulture Sweepstakes, Lona Pidanick. Best 
Design, Margaret Schmierer. Design Sweep- 
stakes, Carol Skaggs. 

ANNAPOLIS VALLEY AVS, NOVA SCOTIA 
- Winners: Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Jolly 
Luck, Aca’s Merry Mary, Jolly Peach, Karen 
Campbell. Best Species Collection: Saintpaulia 8 
clone rupicola, Saintpaulia ionantha subsp. 
orbicularis, Saintpaulia ionantha subsp. ionan¬ 
tha var. ionantha, Debra Carey. Best in 
Show/Best Trailer: Bashou, Frances Shilliday. 
Best Standard: Rainbow's Quiet Riot; Best Semi¬ 
miniature: Mac's Misty Meadow; Best Miniature: 
Aca's Pink Pet; Horticulture Sweepstakes, Anne 
Brown. Best Gesneriad: Sinningia cardinalis 
‘Skydiver’, Valerie Despres. Best Design; Design 
Sweepstakes, Patti Vaison. 

BAY STATE AVS, MA - Winners: Best AVSA 
Standard Collection: Namely Nancy, Reflections of 
Spring, Nob Hill; Best Standard: Nob Hill; Horticul¬ 
ture Sweepstakes, Nancy Ivanov. 2nd Best AVSA 
Standard Collection: Bob Serbin, Tony’s Extrava¬ 
ganza, Buckeye Candy Kisses, Lawrence Hoyle. 
Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Rob's Whippoor¬ 
will, Swing Kid, Snuggles; Best Trailer-. Always 
Pink, Nancy Manozzi. Best in Show/Best Semi¬ 
miniature: Mac’s Misty Meadow, Holly Walker. 
Best Miniature: Misty Miss, Eleanor Maclver. 
Best Gesneriad: Streptocarpus ‘Sandra’, Sharon 
Rosenweig. Best Design; Design Sweepstakes, 
Cheryl Salatino. 

CAPITAL CITY AVS, CA - Winners: Best 
AVSA Standard Collection: Cajun’s Queen's Lace, 
Lovestruck, Outer Limits; Best AVSA Mini/Semi 
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Collection: Jolly Prince, Optimara Little Inca, Thun¬ 
der Surprise: Best Miniature: Wichita Baby-, Best 
Design; Horticulture Sweepstakes; Design Sweep- 
stakes, Cindy Nofziger. Best in Show/Best Trailer: 
Rob’s Gundaroo, Sam McKenna. Best Standard: 
Cajun’s Dixie Pride; Best Semiminiature: Jolly Frills, 
Jeannie Myers. Best Species: SainCpaulia ionan- 
tha, Kathy Norton. 

CAPITAL DISTRICT AVS, NY - Winners; 

Best AVSA Standard Collection: The Alps, Jersey 
Snow Flakes, Dress Rehearsal, Esther Mason. 
Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Amethyst Con¬ 
fetti, Planet Kid, Mac’s Pure Poetry; Best Standard: 
Optimara EverGrace-, Best Semiminiature: Mac’s 
White Water; Best Miniature: Planet Kid; Best 
Gesneriad: Episcia ‘Katyn’; Horticulture Sweep- 
stakes, Margaret Califano. Best in Show/Best 
Species: Saintpaulia 5a clone grandifolia No. 257, 
Patti Freed. Best Design; Design Sweepstakes, 
Magie Schnurr. 

COLUMBUS AVS, OH - Winners: Best AVSA 
Standard Collection: Fresh Air, East Wind, Opti¬ 
mara New Mexico; Best in Show/Best 'Bailer: Rob’s 
Lilli Pilli; Best Standard: Optimara New Mexico; 
Best Semiminiature: Jolly Dear; Best Miniature: 
Precious Red; Best Trailer-. Rob’s Lilli Pilli; Horti¬ 
culture Sweepstakes, Mary Martin. Best Gesner¬ 
iad: Primulina dryas ‘Hisako’, Nancy Carr. Best 
Design, Janice Beaty. Design Sweepstakes, Judy 
Karcher. 

DIXIE AVS, FL - Winners: AVSA Standard 
Collection: Buckeye Tea Party', Buckeye Cranberry 
Sparkler, Buckeye Nostalgia; Best in Show/Best 
Standard: Buckeye Cranberry Sparkler; Best 
Semiminiature: Jolly Sizzler; Best Miniature: 
Orchard’s Wonder Twin; Best Trailer: Jersey Girl 
Trail, Kurt Jablonski. Best AVSA Mini/Semi 
Collection: Cool Blue, Plumberry Glow, Jolly Dear, 
Phyllis King. Best Gesneriad: Episcia ‘Kee Wee’, 
John Schneider. Best Design, Peggy Madison. 
Horticulture Sweepstakes, Bobbi Johannsen. 
Design Sweepstakes, Mary Lou Harden. 

THE EVENING AVC OF DES MOINES, LA - 
Winners: Best AVSA Standard Collection: Lucien 
Croteau, Optimara Trinidad, San Mateo Blues; Best 
AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Jolly Frills, Jolly Magic, 
Ness’ Crinkle Blue; Best in Show/Best Standard: 


Emerald City; Best Semiminiature: Ness’ Crinkle 
Blue; Best Miniature: Honey Blue Ace; Best Trailer: 
Rob's Boolaroo; Best Species: Saintpaulia clone 
Cha Simba; Best Gesneriad: Streptocarpus ‘Kras- 
nidrakon’; Horticulture Sweepstakes, Merna 
Addison. Best Design, Vicki Tow. Design Sweep- 
stakes, Kathy Mathews. 

FIRST AVS OF WICHITA FALLS, TX - Win¬ 
ners: Best AVSA Standard Collection: Splendifer¬ 
ous, Opera's Paolo, Maty Craig; Best Standard: 
Splendiferous; Best Design, Allene Peek. Best 
AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Ness’ Crinkle Blue, 
Optimara Little Creek, Jolly Jan; Best in Show/Best 
Semiminiature: Ness’ Crinkle Blue; Best Miniature: 
Jolly Orchid; Best Trailer; Linda Darnel; Best 
Gesneriad: Primulina loki\ Best Species: Saintpau¬ 
lia rupicola-, Horticulture Sweepstakes; Design 
Sweepstakes, Patricia Daniel. 

GARDEN STATE AVC, NJ - Winners: Best 
AVSA Standard Collection: Mary D, Buckeye Cran¬ 
berry Sparkler, Optimara EverBeautiful; Best AVSA 
Mini/Semi Collection: Shirl's Hawaiian Lei, Rob’s 
Chilly Willy, Rob’s Love Bite; Best in Show/Best 
Standard: Optimara EverBeautiful; Best Semi¬ 
miniature: Christening Gown; Best Miniature: 
Rob’s Love Bite; Best Gesneriad: Streptocarpus 
‘Filip’; Best Design; Horticulture Sweepstakes, 
Paula Bal. 2nd Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: 
Windsome, Persian Prince, Jolly Kid; Best Species 
Collection: Saintpaulia clone tongwensis, Saint¬ 
paulia clone grotei Silvert, Saintpaulia clone or¬ 
bicularis-, Best Trailer: Rob’s Gundaroo; Best 
Species: Saintpaulia clone tongwensis, Tim 
Ferguson. Design Sweepstakes, Grace Rarich. 

LAKESHORE AVS, ONTARIO - Winners: 
Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Rob's Cool Fruit, 
Little Pro, Ness' Cranberry Swirl; Best Semiminia¬ 
ture: Rob’s Cool Fruit; Best Miniature: Honey Blue 
Ace; Horticulture Sweepstakes, Brett Flewelling. 
2nd Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Optimara 
Little Aztec, Jolly Dear, Ness' Cranberry Swirl; 
Best Species Collection: Saintpaulia clone 
shumensis Mather EE, Saintpaulia clone rupi¬ 
cola, Saintpaulia clone Cha Simba, Beverley 
Williams. Best in Show/Best Species: Saintpau¬ 
lia clone diplotricha Parker; Best Trailer: Pepper¬ 
mint Trail, Bill Price. Best Standard: B-Man’s 
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Thormino, Doris Brownlie. Best Gesneriad: 
Primulina linearifolia, Emma Bygott. Best 
Design, Judy Zinni. Design Sweepstakes, Steve 
Kerr. 

MAGIC KNIGHT AVS, TX - Winners: Best 
AVSA Standard Collection: Amy Lyn, Victorian 
Ribbons, Moon Child; Best AVSA Mini/Semi 
Collection: Rob’s Combustible Pigeon, Jersey Little 
Devil, Cherry Princess; Best in Show/Best Stan¬ 
dard: Amy Lyn; Best Miniature: Jolly Cupid; Best 
Trailer: Orchid Trail; Best Gesneriad: Streptocarpus 
‘Cat Nap’, Dale Parker. 2nd Best AVSA Mini/Semi 
Collection: Rob’s Calypso Beat, Jolly Maiden, Rob’s 
Dust Storm; Best Semiminiature: Rob’s Fuddy 
Duddy; Horticulture Sweepstakes, Ken Froboese. 
Best Design; Design Sweepstakes, Jane Rexilius. 

MEMPHIS AVS, TN - Winners: Best AVSA 
Standard Collection: Tahitian Sunset, Frozen in 
Time, Buckeye Colossal; Best AVSA Mini/Semi 
Collection: Jolly Luck, Dean’s Cupid, Thunder 
Surprise; Best in Show/Best Standard: Buckeye 
Colossal; Best Semiminiature: Painted Silk; Best 
Miniature: Jolly Joy; Horticulture Sweepstakes, 
Brenda Brasfield. 2nd Best AVSA Standard 
Collection: Halo’s Aglitter, Harbor Blue, Super 
Duper, Carolyn Walker. Best Trailer: Biscayne 
TTail; Best Gesneriad: Primulina ’Starburst’; Best 
Design, Geneva Stagg. Best Species: Saintpaulia 
8 clone rupicola, Marian Zoller. Design Sweep- 
stakes, Christine Bailes. 

METROPOLITAN ST. LOUIS AVS, MO - 
Winners: Best AVSA Standard Collection: Buck¬ 
eye Everlasting, Rhapsodie Susi, Optimara IsaBelle, 
Susan Hapner. Best in Show/Best Semiminiature: 
Painted Silk, Edna Alexander. Best Standard: 
Rainbow's Quiet Riot; Best Design; Design Sweep- 
stakes, Fran Russom. Best Miniature: Orchard's 
Bumble Magnet, Janet Graves. Best Gesneriad: 
Episcia ‘Hallelujah’, Marion Hamtil. Best Species: 
Saintpaulia 3 clone shumensis, Linda Sumski. 
Horticulture Sweepstakes, Gary Dunlap. 

NAUGATONIC AVS, CT - Winners: Best 
AVSA Standard Collection: Optimara Haiti, Opti¬ 
mara Indiana, Optimara Alaska II; Best AVSA 
Mini/Semi Collection: Serena's Charm, Slow 
Dancin’, Lucky Ladybug; Best Semiminiature: Ser¬ 
ena’s Charm; Best Miniature: Little Blue Bandit; 


Best Trailer: Broadway Star; Best Gesneriad: 
Columnea ‘Orange Sherbet’; Best Design; Horticul¬ 
ture Sweepstakes; Design Sweepstakes, Edna 
Rourke. 2nd Best AVSA Standard Collection: 
Optimara California, Optimara Grenada II, Optimara 
Maine; 2nd Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: 
Cupid's Jewel, Rosy Pink, Serena’s Charm; Best in 
Show/Best Standard: Optimara Grenada II, Roger 
Wheeler. 

OSHKOSH AVS, WI - Winners: Best AVSA 
Standard Collection: Cajun’s Fair Maiden, Ma’s 
Wicked Witch, Ma's Mardi Gras; Best AVSA 
Mini/Semi Collection: Jolly Blue Clouds, Jolly Sailor, 
Morgan’s Declan Duff; Best in Show/Best Stan¬ 
dard: Cajun’s Fair Maiden; Best Semiminiature: 
Cajun's Lil Sprinkles; Best Miniature: Jolly Sailor; 
Best Species: Saintpaulia 5b clone confusa Mather 
E; Best Gesneriad: Primulina ‘Patina’; Best Design; 
Horticulture Sweepstakes, Kevin Degner. 2nd 
Best AVSA Standard Collection: Optimara Hawaii 
II, Volshebnye Sny, Live Wire; 2nd Best AVSA 
Mini/Semi Collection: Rob’s Antique Rose, Cool 
Blue, Slow Dancin’, Betsy Fox. Design Sweep- 
stakes, Mary Shelhnan. 

RICHMOND AVS, VA - Winners: Best Species 
Collection: Saintpaulia 5b clone grotei Silvert, 
Saintpaulia 5b clone confusa , Saintpaulia 5cl 
clone tongwensis\ Best in Show/Best Species: 
Saintpaulia 5b clone grotei Silvert; Best Semi¬ 
miniature: Precious Pink; Best Trailer: Rob's Boola- 
roo; Best Gesneriad: Primulina Aiko’; Horticulture 
Sweepstakes, Kitty Hedgepeth. Best Standard: 
Woodland Sprite, Barbara Koski. Best Miniature: 
Orchard's Bumble Magnet; Design Sweepstakes, 
Barbara Stewart. Best Design, Sharon Long. 

SAINTPAULIA SOCIETY OF LONG ISLAND, 
NY - Winners: Best AVSA Standard Collection: 
Taffeta Blue, Opera's Juliet, Miss Lily; Best in 
Show/Best Trailer: Rob's Boolaroo; Best Standard: 
Thffeta Blue; Best Gesneriad: Kohleria ‘Manchu’; 
Best Design; Horticulture Sweepstakes; Design 
Sweepstakes, Carolyn Klein. 2nd Best AVSA Stan¬ 
dard Collection: Harbor Blue, Thffeta Blue, Lyon’s 
Red Rocket; Best Species: Saintpaulia clone gran- 
difolia, Edward Bradford. Best AVSA Mini/Semi 
Collection: Ness’ Sheer Peach, Mac’s Carnival 
Clown, Rob’s Ooey Gooey; Best Semiminiature: 
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Rob’s Ooey Gooey, Joe Palagonia. Best Miniature: 
Optimara Little Amethyst, Donna Palagonia. 

SEATTLE AVS, WA - Winners: Best in 
Show/Best Standard: Buckeye Seductress, Austin 
Grevious. Best Semiminiature: Rob’s Hand Puppet; 
Best Miniature: Morgan’s Little Linnie, Ruth Young. 
Best Ttailer: Cirelda; Best Gesneriad: Petrocosmca 
‘Keystone’s Bantam’; Best Design; Horticulture 
Sweepstakes; Design Sweepstakes, Bob Clark. 

SHO-ME AVC, MO - Winners: Best AVSA 
Standard Collection: Cajun’s Delicate Touch, Cajun’s 
Cherished Hope, Buckeye Too Tempting; Best 
AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Ness’ Crinkle Blue, 
Jolly Playmate, Cool Teen; Best in Show/Best 
Ttailer: Candy Fountain; Best Standard: Cajun’s 
Delicate Touch; Best Semiminiature: Cool Teen; 
Best Miniature: Imp’s Fain' Berry'; Horticulture 
Sweepstakes, Lynn Canning. Best Species Collec¬ 
tion: Saincpaulia ionantha subsp. grotei, Saint- 
paulia 5c 1 clone diplotricha Parker, Saincpaulia 
clone grotei Mather #21; Best Species: Saintpau- 
lia ionantha subsp. grotei-. Best Gesneriad: 
Primulina ‘Patina’, Linda Hall. Best Design; 
Design Sweepstakes, Sharon Vantuyl. 

STAMPEDE CITY AVS, ALBERTA - Win¬ 
ners: Best AVSA Standard Collection: Optimara 
myjoy, Optimara myCharm, Optimara myDream; 
Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Ness’ Satin Rose, 
Plumberry Glow, Rob’s Delicious; Best Standard: 
Optimara myjoy; Best Semiminiature: Optimara 
Little Moonstone; Best Gesneriad: Episcia ‘Silver 
Skies’, Melanie Duan. 2nd Best AVSA Standard 
Collection: Optimara Hiroshige, Optimara 
Delaware, Optimara Michigan; 2nd Best Mini/Semi 
Collection: Rob’s Boolaroo, Rob’s Vanilla Ttail, 
Rob’s Sailor Bill; Best Design; Design Sweepstakes, 
Lisa Kampel. Best in Show/Best Ttailer: Lady 
Trail, Maureen Tkachuk. Best Miniature: Opti¬ 
mara Little Moonstone; Best Species: Saintpaulia 
ionantha subsp. velutina, Han Kwok. Horticul¬ 
ture Sweepstakes, Norma Kunzel. 


THIMBLE ISLAND AVS - Winners: Best 

AVSA Standard Collection: Frozen in Time, Buck¬ 
eye Cranberry Sparkler, Picasso; Best in 
Show/Best Standard: Frozen in Time; Best 
Species: Saintpaulia clone ionantha, Buzz Clem. 
2nd Best AVSA Standard Collection: Mirror 
Image, Cactus Rose, Rhapsodie Carmen; Best 
Semiminiature: Little Ebony; Best Miniature: Blue 
Scoundrel; Best Gesneriad: Sinningia ‘Vibrato 
Red’; Horticulture Sweepstakes, Dick Bower. 
Best Design; Design Sweepstakes, Charlene 
Boyce. 

TIDEWATER AVS, VA - Winners: Best in 
Show/Best Tiailer: Cupcake Trail; Best Semiminia¬ 
ture: Jolly Texan; Best Gesneriad: Columnea ’Lava 
Flow’; Best Design; Horticulture Sweepstakes; 
Design Sweepstakes, Pat Knight. Best Standard: 
Easter Angel, LaDonna Hopson. Best Miniature: 
Precious Red, Nancy Weller. 

TUCSON AVS, AZ - Winners: Best Species 
Collection: Saintpaulia 5b clone confusa, Saint¬ 
paulia ionantha subsp. ionantha var. ionantha, 
Saintpaulia ionantha subsp. grandifolia,- Best 
Semiminiature: Rob’s Slap Happy; Best Species: 
Saintpaulia ionantha subsp. ionantha var. 
ionantha, Meichele Juve. Best in Show/Best 
Standard: Cajun’s Code Blue; Horticulture Sweep- 
stakes, Daniel Edmondson. Best Miniature: 
Shirl’s Hawaiian Lei, Kathy Bell. Best Ttailer: 
Yesterday’s Child, Terry Richey. Best Gesneriad: 
Sinningia ‘LiT Georgie’; Best Design; Design 
Sweepstakes, Anne-Lee Tomczyk. 

WINDSOR AVS, CT - Winners: Best AVSA 
Standard Collection: Miss Lily, Hot Wired Wizard, 
Moonlight Waves, Debra Vallides. Best in 
Show/Best Ttailer: Pixie Blue; Best Semiminiature: 
Dark Kiss, Cindy Fagan. Best Miniature: Little 
Luvin’, Charlotte Howson. Best Gesneriad: 
Streptocarpus ‘Keigetsu’, Li Huang. Best Design; 
Design Sweepstakes, Nancy Hayes. Horticulture 
Sweepstakes, Janice Boyko. 
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Interesting Facts about 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 


Fact 1 

AVSA 2016 Convention and Show 
‘Violets Color the Land of Enchant¬ 
ment’, Albuquerque, NM • Sunday, | 

May 29 - Sunday, June 5, 2016 
Fact 2 

Albuquerque is located at an elevation of 5,312 
feet which makes it the highest city in the US. 

Fact 3 

Tourists come from all over the nation to see 
“Old Town" which is the original part of the city 
that was founded in 1706. 

Fact 4 

The international hot air balloon competitions 
are held in this city each year, and at least four 
hundred balloons from around the world take part 
in the competition. 

Fact 5 

The Rio Grande River runs right through the 
middle of the city from north to south. 

Fact 6 

The Sandia mountains, which run along the 
eastern side of the city, are a very prominent 
geographical feature of Albuquerque. 

Fact 7 

A prehistoric man that was more than 10,000 
years old was found at a site near the city. 

Fact 8 

Albuquerque is known as the “City of Lights" dur¬ 
ing Christmas time because of the traditional white 
luminaries that are seen lit up in all homes in the city. 

Fact 9 

The city was founded in 1706 and is one of the 
oldest inland cities in the United States. 

Fact 10 

The 2012 hit movie, The Avengers, was filmed 
in Albuquerque and so was the popular AMC 
television series Breaking Bad. 

MORE Interesting Facts about Albuquerque: 
Fact 11 

Albuquerque is the geographical center of New 


Mexico, known throughout the nation as 
“The Land of Enchantment." 

Fact 12 

The Sandia Mountains at the 
eastern edge of Albuquerque are the 
first to be encountered west of the 
Mississippi River. “Sandia” is Spanish for 
“watermelon." 

Fact 13 

Albuquerque was the home of Lany Newman, 
the late Maxie Anderson, and Ben Abruzzo, the 
three pilots of the world-famous "Double Eagle II," 
the first manned balloon to cross the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

Fact 14 

Within a day’s drive from Albuquerque are 
nine national monuments (Aztec Ruins, Bande- 
lier, Capulin Mountain, Salinas, Ft. Union, El 
Morro, Pecos, White Sands, and Gila Cliff 
Dwellings), and a national park (Carlsbad Caverns 
National Park). 

Fact 15 

Petroglyph Park, 9.2 miles northwest of 
Albuquerque, contains the world’s oldest art form 
and is a fascinating art gallery of an ancient 
civEization. 

Fact 16 

Albuquerque is the nuclear capital of the 
United States. Much of the nation’s nuclear 
research program is conducted or supervised 
here. 

Fact 17 

According to Weather Bureau records going 
back over 50 years, Albuquerque receives 78% of 
all avaEable sunshine. 

Fact 18 

Albuquerque is in the heart of Indian pueblo 
country - the oldest farming civEization on the 
North American continent. 

Fact 19 

Albuquerque encompasses a metropolitan 
population of about 500,000. 
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Streptocarpus ‘DS-Kata Tjuta’ 

Exhibited by-. Steve Ihmer 
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Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


Lollipop Kid 

Exhibited by: Debbie Mclnnis 
Hybridized by: S. Sorano 
Semiminiature 
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Coming Events 


September 12 & 13 - CALIFORNIA 

Delta Gesneriad & AVS 

Annual Judged Show/Sale 

Sacramento Garden & Arts Center 

3350 McKinley Blvd. Sacramento, CA 95816 

Sat: 1pm - 4pm 

Sun: 1 lam - 5pm 

Free parking/free admission. 

Kathy Norton (kathy.norton@mac.com) 
www.sacviolets.org 

September 18 & 19, 2015 - OHIO 

Ohio State African Violet Society 
Annual Show/Sale 
Kingwood Center 
900 Park Avenue West 
Mansfield, OH 44906 
Fri: Sept 18 - Sale: 9am - 5pm 
Show: 1 pm - 5 pm 
Workshop 5:00 pm 

Sat, Sept 19 - Show & Sale: 9 am - 4 pm 
Workshops: 1:50 pm & 2:30 pm 
Info: Lori rahilfer@roadrunner.com or 
(440) 821-2967 
http://www.osavs.org 

September 19 - TENNESSEE 

Memphis African Violet Society 

Fall Sale: 9am - 4pm 

Central Christian Church 

531 South McLean Blvd 

Comer of McLean & Peabody 

Email: bakerbethm@gmail.com 

Beth Baker 901-550-7860 

https://www.facebook.com/memphisavs 

September 25 & 26 - IOWA 

Cedar Valley African Violet Club 

Judged Show/Sale 

Fri Sept 25 - 10am - 9pm 

Sat Sept 26 - 10am - 4pm 

Crossroads Mall 

2060 Crossroads Blvd 

Waterloo, LA 50702 

Carol Magoon (641)751-7751 

cmagoon@heartofiowa.net 
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September 26 - COLORADO 

Rocky Mountain AV Council 
Fall Sale, Sat Sept 26 
Hours: 9am - 3pm 
Thgawa Gardens 
7711 S. Parker Rd. 

Centennial, CO 80013 

Info: TYudy Brekel violetlady7@msn.com 

October 3 - OREGON 

Portlandia Violet Club 
Sale, Display, Demonstrations 
Hours: 10am - 3pm 
Portland Nursery 
9000 S E Division 
Portland, Oregon 

Info: Blanch Bunker - (503) 761 - 7861 

October 3 - MICHIGAN 

Michigan State AVS 

Display/Sale 

Hours: 10am - 4pm 

Matthaei Botanical Gardens 

1800 Dixboro Rd 

Ann Arbor, Ml 48105 

Info: LynnAllen0413@comcast.net 

October 3 & 4 - CONNECTICUT 

Nutmeg State AVS 
Annual Judged Show/Sale 
Oct 3 - 1pm - 4pm 
Oct 4 - 11am - 4pm 
Homewood Suites 
6905 Main St Stratford CT 
(exit 53 off Merritt Parkway) 

Info Roger W. Wheeler (203) 925-0427 
Email rogerwwheeler@yahoo.com. 

October 3 & 4 - MINNESOTA 

North Star AV Council Twin Cities 

AVSA Judged Show/Sale 

Bachman’s - 6010 Lyndale Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

Sat Oct 3 - 9am - 5 pm 

Sun Oct 4 -1 lam - 4 pm 

Info: NSAVCTC@hotmail.com 

Blog: nsavctc.blogspot.com 

Facebook: North Star African Violet Council 


September • October 2015 












October 3 & 4 - WISCONSIN 

Wisconsin Council of AVC’s 

Annual Judged Show/Sale 

Ttinity United Methodist Church 

300 Church St., Lomira, WI 

Oct. 3 - 10am - 5pm 

Oct. 4 - 9am - 3pm 

Info: Kevin Degner (920)426-3764 

kevin_degner@sbcglobal.net 

October 3 & 4 - TEXAS 

Spring Branch African Violet Club 
Annual Fall Sale 

Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center 

2020 Hermann Drive 

Houston, TX 77004 

Oct 3- 10am-4pm 

Oct 4 - 10am - 3pm 

Info: Karla Ross 281-748-8417 

Email: kjwross@yahoo.com 

October 10 - PENNSYLVANIA 

African Violet Society of Philadelphia 
Annual Judged Show/Plant Sale 
Cathedral Village Retirement Community 
600 E. Cathedral Road 
Philadelphia, PA 19128-1933 
Oct 10 -1 lam - 4pm 
Admission Free 

Info: Carol Hastings (610) 272-6961 
Email: sqcut2@aol.com 
http://www.phillyviolets.org 

October 23 & 24 - MINNESOTA 

AVS of Minnesota & The TWin Cities Gesneriad Society 

Fall Display/Sale 

Northtown Mall 

398 Northtown Drive N.E. 

Blaine, MN 55434 
Oct 23 - 10am - 7pm 
Oct 24 - 10am - 4pm 
Info: Connie Rowley 

http://sites.google.com/site/avsminnesota 

October 24 - OREGON 

Portland AVS and MT Hood Gesneriad Club 

Sale/Display/Education Thble 

Hours*. 10am - 3pm 

Thber Heights Methodist Church 

Portland, OR 

Info: (503) 631-3925 

alicemaeblue@yahoo.com 


October 25 Sl 26 - FLORIDA 

African Violet Council of Florida 
Show/Sale 
Holiday Inn East 
11083 Nursery Fields Dr. 

Jacksonville, FL 32256 

Sat: Oct 25 Sale: 10am-6pm 

Showroom: Noon-6pm 

Sun: Oct 26 Show/Sale: 10am-3pm 

Info: Laura Perdomo 

thepeacockcottage@gmail.com 

afhcanvioletcouncilofflorida.org 

904-349-3643 

Free Entry & Parking 

November 6 & 7 - TEXAS 

Lone Star AV Council 
State Show/Sale 
Inn of the Hills 
1001 Junction Highway 
Renville, TX 
Showroom Open: 

Fri Nov 6: 2pm - 5pm 
Sat Nov 7: 8:30am - 4:30pm 
Sales: Nov 6: 9am - 5pm 
Nov 7: 10am - 4:30pm 
Free Admission 

Info: Dale Parker (830) 896-3519 

November 7 & 8 - MISSOURI 

African Violet Club of Greater Kansas City 

Annual Judged Show/Sale 

Loose Park Garden Center 

51st Street and Womall 

Kansas City, MO 

Nov 7 - 9am - 3pm 

Nov 8 -10am- 3pm 

Info: Fred & Pat Inbody (816) 373-6915 
E-Mail: kskdl@juno.com 

November 7&8-NEW JERSEY 

TRI-STATE AV COUNCIL 
53 rd Annual Judged Show/Sale 
Frelinghuysen Arboretum 
53 East Hanover Ave. 

Morristown, NJ 
Nov 7: 1:30pm-4pm 
Nov 8: 10:30am - 3pm 
Info: jmurasko@comcast.net 
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Series: Discovering Unusual African Violets, or African Violets-. Unusually 

Longing for Longifolias: Part 2 

By Sayeh D. Beheshti 


One of my personal all-time favorite longifolia 
varieties has to be 'Brass Band’. Hybridized by 
H. Parker in 1970, it has extremely long, rutiled 
leaves. It easily grows into a 4 inch pot but since 
the leaved droop down, it doesn’t follow the 1/5 
pot to plant ratio we generally use for standards. 
The drooping, frilled leaves can get so long that, in 
order to avoid damaging the leaves, 1 lift it up by 
placing it on top of another reversed 4" flower pot. 
Would you be surprised to hear me say that I really 
don't notice the blooms? The foliage on this plant 
is so beautiful that whether it even blooms or not 
really doesn’t interest me. It needs frequent repot¬ 
ting and with proper care, will remain the show'- 
piece of your collection. 


■ ‘Brass Band’ 

(Parker) Double 
purple, green edge 
Longifolia Small 
standard (User 
Database) Above: 
Brass Band, photos : 
S. Beheshti 



If you are looking for a longifolia violet you can 
relate to, why not try growing ‘Senk’s Try the 
Decaf? I have recently had to cut back the amount 


'Senk’s By the 

Decaf (9872) 
01/30/2008 
(R. Follett/D. 
Senk) Single 
blue ruffled 
star/darker 
veins. 
Variegated 
dark green, 

of "real” coffee 1 drink, white and pink, 
making me often think of longifolia, 
this violet as 1 reach for the tuffled/red back. 
“fake” coffee. In addition Standard trailer 

to a memorable name, this violet has the same 
long, droopy leaves I admire in 'Brass Band’, but 
without the extra frills. It is described as a standard 
trailer but it doesn’t seem to be taking the initiative 
on the whole “trailing" part. I may let it continue to 
grow for a while longer before I resort to removing 
its crown, “encouraging” it to create suckers. 



Senk’s Blue Heron’ (9851) 01/30/2008 
(R. Follett/D. Senk) Single blue pansy/darker 
veins. Dark green, longifolia, hairy. 
Small standard - Photo: S. Beheshti 

‘Senk’s Blue Heron’ is supposed to be growing 
as a small standard, and it is doing exactly that. 
What I had not expected in growing this variety 
is the lovely ruffled edges and equally frilly 
petals. Even though it is a rather young plant, 1 
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am already considering raising it up with a 
reversed flower pot. The leaves touch the light 
stand tray, and I worry that they will get marked 
or damaged. 



•Senk's Camaval’ (9853) 01/30/2008 
(R. Follett/D. Senk) Single-semidouble blue 
pansy. Variegated dark green, white and 
pink, ovate, longifolia, ruffled. Semiminiature 
trailer - Photo Dr. R. Martin 

Longifolia leaves can be difficult to propagate. 
As cuttings, these extremely long leaves can have 
trouble getting water all the way up to the tip 
during the critical time before they develop roots. 
In the past, I have propagated them like Strepto- 
carpus leaves, cutting out the midrib and rooting 
them lengthwise in vermiculite. A friend of mine 
also shared a great technique of cutting them into 
two or three pieces and trimming the central vein 
into a new “stem" for the upper parts. Both of 
these methods give you more chances for a 
successful propagation from a single leaf. 



(L-R) ‘Rob’s Jitterbug’, a pointed leaf in 
comparison with longifolia foliage like 
‘Senk’s Blue Heron ’, ‘Senk’s Snowy Egret’ 
and 'Senk’sLonglegs’. 




Two methods of 
planting longifolia 
include: Left: 
dividing leaf into 
sections and 
creating stems for 
planting, or cutting 
out the midrib and 
planting sideways. 



Placing leaves in Jine vermiculite in a 
covered, clear storage container will 
help root leaves. 



This is a picture from 
another leaf, but 
essentially there will 
be babies wherever 
the veins contact the 
rooting medium. 

One violet that I am currently hunting for is 
‘Celery’. In addition to being a crazy, twisted 
longifolia, it is the first violet with wasp 
blooms and is a parent to most of the Senk 
wasps. “What is a wasp bloom?” you may 
ask. Well, maybe that can be the topic of my 
next article! 
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AVSA HONOR ROLL OF 
AFRICAN VIOLETS 

Compiled by John T. Carter 

1825 West Lincoln St, Broken Arrow, OK 74012 • bestvarieties@avsa.org 


1997 

Ode to Beauty #7677 
(Cox/B. Johnson) 

Picasso #6924 (M. Tremblay) 

1998 

Ness' Crinkle Blue #8136 
(D. Ness) International n/r 
(B. Johnson) 

1999 

Milk}' Way Trail #7469 
0. Stahl) Ness' Satin Rose 
#8144 (D. Ness) 

2000 

Powwow #7708 (K. Stork) 

Rob's Sticky Wicket #6467 
(R. Robinson) 

2001 

Windy Day #7719 
(Stork/Boone) 

2002 

There were no 2002 additions 
to the Honor Roll of 
African Violets 


2003 

Rainbow’s Ouiet Riot 
(R. Wasmund) 

2004 

Frozen in 'Time #9167 
(S. Sorano) 

Orchard’s Bumble Magnet 
#S479 (R. Wilson) 

2005 

Rebel’s Splatter Kake #8695 (R. 
Bann) 

2006 

There were no 2006 additions 
to the Honor Roll of African 
Violets 

2007 

ACA’S Red Ember #8732 

O. Brownlie) 

2008 

Blue Dragon #9516 
(LLyon Greenhouses/ 

P. Sorano) 


2009 

Bob Serbin #8292 0. Brownlie) 

2011 

Plumbeny Glow #9187 
(Lyndon Lyon 
Greenhouses/Sorano) 

Aca’s Red Ember (#8732) 

(J. Brownlie) 

2012 

There were no 2012 additions 
to the Honor Roll of 
African Violets 

2013 

Harbor Blue #6174 (T. Weber) 

2014 

Rob’s Chilly Willy #8170 
(R. Robinson) 

Rob’s Fuddy Duddy #7886 
(R. Robinson) 

2015 

There were no 2015 additions 
to the Honor Roll of 
African Violets 


To see the Honor Roll listings from 1960 - 1998, refer to 
pages 26 & 27 of the May/June 2000 AVM. 

To be in the Honor Roll of African Violets, a variety must have appeared in the 
Best Varieties listjor three consecutive years. 

(Minor editorial changes have been made on some of the above 
cultivars for compliance with the current MVL) 


AVSA 2016 Convention and Show 
‘Violets Color the Land qf Enchantment’ 
Albuquerque, NM 

Sunday, May 29 - Sunday, June 5,2016 
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African Violet Leprosy? 

By Joyce Stork 


Leprosy might not be the perfect comparison, 
but at least it got your attention. Corynespora 
cassiicola (co-REEN-es-spora CASS-ee-eye-cola) is 
the official name of a fungal disease that has been 
identified in the United States for only the last forty 
years. It affects a wide variety of commercial plants 
including African violets, aeschynanthus, poinset- 
tia, and hydrangea. Corynespora has been 
described by a paper reviewed by the USDA as "a 
devastating disease problem affecting African 
violet production,’’ 1 primarily because there are few 
fungicidal controls to stop its progress. 

No one wants to know Corynespora Leaf Spot 
personally, but it would be good for every African 
violet grower to recognize the threat this disease 
may pose to an African violet collection. 

The disease initially causes sunken areas on the 
leaf. These areas develop into irregular brown 
lesions that advance rapidly causing leaves to 
collapse, especially in immature plants. Typically 
damage first occurs on the parts of the plant near¬ 
est the potting medium. It is spread by airborne 
spores, which may travel quickly over a wide area 
when the air moving. This is especially a concern 
in greenhouses that are vented, allowing breezes to 
stir up colonies of spores on discarded plant mate¬ 
rial. Spores have been observed to survive on plant 
debris for as much as two years. The fungus 
thrives in conditions with high moisture and 
humidity. 2 

Very few chemical controls for the disease exist. 
One of the only products currently listed to treat 
Corynespora cassiicola effectively is iprodione 
(Chipco 26019). One internet supplier lists it 
currently at $110 for a two-pound container. The 


label recommends caution during application, by 
using protective clothing to prevent inhalation of 
the product or absorption through the skin. Since 
the disease can be devastating, and the chemical 
control is limited, the best choice is to avoid the 
disease with vigilance and a garbage can. 

Leaf spot diseases are relatively rare in African 
violets. Recent social media posts have indicated 
some growers are hesitant to discard violets with 
brown spots on random leaves, mostly because 
they don’t recognize the danger. Any leaves with 
brown spots or fully collapsed leaves should be 
removed quickly from any plant growing area. 
Hands should be washed before contact with other 
plants. Should a plant exhibit additional symptoms 
within a short period of time, it is best to discard it, 
or at least isolate it away from healthy violets. This 
will prevent most serious problems. 

In addition, growers should quickly dry leaves 
that have gotten wet. Dirty pots should be cleaned 
thoroughly before reuse. Old potting mix and any 
leaf debris should be discarded and quickly 
removed from the growing area. Spills should be 
wiped up. It’s just good housekeeping which will 
prevent other problems as well. 

African violet leprosy otherwise known as 
Corynespora cassiicola is out there and it is seri¬ 
ous. With good sanitation, it may never knock at 
the door of your African violet growing room. 

' Clark, J.S., Blythe, E.K., Copes. W.E., Windham, A.S., Bost, S.C., 
Windham, M.T. 2011. Growth sensitivity of Corynespora cassiicola 
to Thiophanate-methyl, Iprodione, and Fludioxonil. Plant Health 
Progress. doi:10.1094/PHP-2011-0926-03-RS. 

2 Daughtrey, Margery L., Wick, Robert L., Peterson, Joseph L„ 
1995, Compendium of Flowering Potted Plant Diseases, APS Press, 
Pg- 18 
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Mac's 

Camelot 

Cameo 

Exhibited by: 
Paula Bal 
Hybridized by: 
G. McDonald 

Miniature 



Photo Credit : Neil Lipson 



Rainbow's 
Quiet Riot 

Exhibited by: David Tooker 
Hybridized by: R. Wasmund 
Standard 


Photo Credit: Neil Lipson 
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Photo Credit: Winston Goretsky 


Heinz's Seduction 

Exhibited by: Dale Martens 
Hybridized by: H. Dombusch 
Standard 
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Registration Report 1220 Stratford Lane • Hanover Park, IL 60133 
By Joe Bruns Email: jbruns@qwip.net 


Pat Hancock - Middletown, OH 
‘Buckeye Choral Bells’ (10757) 
04/15/2015 (P. Hancock) Semidouble¬ 
double dark pink milled star. Variegated 
dark green, cream and pink, glossy, 
serrated/red back. Large 

‘Buckeye Enough Pizzazz’ (1075S) 
04/15/2015 (P. Hancock) Single-semi¬ 
double lavender two-tone pansy/purple 
top petals, variable thin purple edge. Variegated 
dark green, pink and cream, glossy/red back. 
Large 

• •••• 

Shu-Hua Fu - Triipei, Taiwan 

‘Milk’s Ten Cats’ (10759) 05/51/2015 (S. Fu) 


Single-semidouble blue-purple pansy. 
Chimera variegated medium green 
and white, scalloped girl foliage. 

Semiminiature 

REGISTRATION CHANGES 

The following have been changed by 
the hybridizers: 

‘Buckeye Ticker Tape’ (10486) 
Change “purple fantasy" to "variable purple 
fantasy." 

‘Optimara Tennessee II’ (8536) Change blos¬ 
som description from single to single-semidouble. 

‘Rhapsodie Susi’ (6620) Change blossom de¬ 
scription to “Single-semidouble white frilled/coral- 
pink edge.” 







BOYCE EDENS RESEARCH FUND 

Marlene Buck • 17235 N. 106th Avenue • Sun City, AZ 85373-1958 

Donations received from April 1, 2015 - May 31, 2015 • Total: $220.00 

Jj® Two-Tone 

Marion A. Hamil, Baldwin, MO 

<i|p) Mrs. Grace W. Bailey, Virginia Beach, VA 

Kathleen Hartley, Sunriver, OR 

North County African Violet Society, 

Alice A. Inlow, Ballwin, MO 

San Diego, CA 

Susan E. Joy, Pickerington, OH 

Spring Branch African Violet Club, 

Loveland Sweetheart Violettes Society, 

Missouri City, TX 

Loveland, CO 


In memory of Nelly Levine 

C'q Thumbprint 

Robert McMeel, Houma, LA 

African Violet Club of Burlington County, 

Metropolitan St. Louis AV Council 

^ Burlington, NJ 

In Memory of Carolyn Burr 

In lieu ofjudgingfeefor Marianne Gershon 

Carol Semrau, Anoka, MN 

Ellen Brooke, Boyertown, PA 

Mary L. Vasconcelles, Springfield, IL 

Karen Derenia, Cloverdale, CA 

Lynn Wallace, Hollywood, FL 
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Potting Mix for African Violets 

By Ruth Coulson 

From her E-Newsletter, The African Violet Way 


I have come to believe that the most important 
components of any potting mix, and in particular, 
a potting mix for African violets, are air and nutri¬ 
ent-bearing moisture. 

What we normally think of as the ingredients - 
peat moss, perlite, vermiculite, charcoal or what¬ 
ever special materials you might want to add are 
important because they provide the conditions 
where air and moisture is available to the plant, 
and they hold the plant in position. 

So, the trick is to get a mix of ingredients that 
leave enough air spaces and yet will retain enough 
moisture for the plant to grow. Potting mix is 
generally a combination of granular materials to 
provide aeration, and water holding materials to 
provide the moisture. The granular material we 
mostly use is perlite, a volcanic material that is 
expanded by heat and can in itself hold either 
water or air, and by the size of the granules, 
provides air spaces in the mix. In the now some¬ 
what distant past, sand was used but the grain size 
is relatively small so it is not as satisfactory. Sand 
is also much heavier than perlite. 

Vermiculite is another light-weight, expanded 
material that is a good addition to potting mixes. It 
breaks up more readily than perlite so should be 
treated with reasonable care. It holds more mois¬ 
ture than perlite does. 

For the water-holding material, a high-quality 
peat moss has long been the preferred option. It is 
not a limitless resource, however, so it is often 
replaced with coir peat (made from coconut fiber), 
processed bark, or other materials. The balance 
between the two types of materials is what gives 
us a suitable potting mix. 

African violet potting mix as used by hobby 
growers is often a mix of these three: perlite, 
vermiculite and peat moss. The actual proportions 
vary from one grower to another, but in fact equal 
parts of each works quite well. 


It is important that the potting mix is in 
harmony with the way in which the plant is 
watered. Wick watering may draw up too much 
water with a mix that has too much peat moss, but 
this mix might be excellent for careful top-water¬ 
ing. Wick watering and other similar watering 
systems work best with quite open mixes. 

On the other hand, should there be too much 
granular material in the mix, it might not hold 
enough water, especially during very hot and/or 
dry weather. 

The potting mix I use has a lot of perlite and 
vermiculite, and works well most of the time. 
During periods of intense heat or low humidity, I 
have to check the plants very often in case the 
water is being evaporated away more quickly than 
the mix can draw it up. Fortunately this climate is 
mostly humid. 

A Note on Heavy Potting Mixes 

We often talk of “heavy" potting mix not being 
suitable for African violets. Note that in this context 
“heavy" does not really mean “weighs a lot,” but 
“holds a lot of water." If the ingredients themselves 
are light (perlite, vermiculite, peat moss) but a 
plant in the pot seems heavy, it might be too wet. 
If the ingredients themselves are quite weighty, 
then this is not necessarily the case. 

Some years ago I carried out an experiment to 
prove this point. For the granular part of the mix I 
used small aquarium gravel which itself holds no 
moisture, and for the moisture holding part of the 
mix I used chopped sphagnum moss. The plants 
in my experiment grew very well, but they were 
very “heavy" to lift. They did not hold too much 
water, though. A heavy mix that was absolutely 
satisfactory for the plants. There was one problem, 
though; it was really difficult to ensure that the 
heavy pebbles were evenly distributed throughout 
the sphagnum moss. 
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Propagating from Flower Stems 

By Ruth Coulson 

From her E-Newsletter The African Violet Way 


Most African violet growers would be aware 
that it is possible to produce new baby plants 
from leaves. And if you think about it, from 
seeds seems only natural. Not everyone knows 
that it is possible to grow new plants from flower 
stems. 

With this in mind, 1 had an article in mind that 
would cover this aspect of growing. I also wanted 
to cart}' out an experiment with the various ways 
in which this can be done. Six or seven weeks 
ago 1 had a plant with a lot of flou'ers on it. It was 
also one for w'hich I wanted to test out how' “true" 
it might stay if propagated this way, as it seems 
a little variable. Accordingly, I took all the flow'ers 
off and stripped the stems dowm to just the two 
little leaves at the base of the flow'ers, as this is 
what is used. 

I planted all these little stems, and also the 
calyces from the flowers. Calyces, you may 
wonder, but yes, it is possible to grow' from the 
calyx of the flower. I wanted to know' whether 
there was a lower success rate if doing that, 
though, than using the basal leaves from the 
flower stems. I took some photos of what I had 
done, and then put them in a clear, covered con¬ 
tainer to provide humid, terrarium conditions. 

A couple of weeks later we had a truly horrible 
storm. Among other troubles, we were without 
power for five days. With the storm, the weather 
had turned quite cold, winter having come in an 
instant. Of course we were most concerned with 
our own sufferings with no light and no heating, 
but when the power came on I checked out the 
plant room. Most things were fine, but these tiny 
scraps of green material were too cold and too 
dark and too moist for those conditions. Nearly 
all had rotted away. All to do again! 

Fortunately the same plant is now putting up 
fresh flower stems so it shouldn’t be too long 
before 1 can recommence my experiment. I will 
get back to it, and I will write that article! 



Calyces ready to plant 



Three of theflower stems in a small pot 



14 calyces planted in a small pot 
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Sports? They are Not All Chimeras 

By Sylvia A. Farnum, PhD 


Is it my imagination, or are we seeing a lot of 
blossom sports lately? 

Is this a new phenomenon, or has it been with 
us since violet growing began? 

What is an African violet sport? 

When you start a leaf to reproduce an African 
violet cultivar, you are cloning an existing plant. 
Usually, one hopes that the new plantlets that 
grow from the leaf will be genetic copies of the 
parent plant. If they are different, they are consid¬ 
ered "sports.” You may also find that an estab¬ 
lished plant suddenly, or gradually, changed from 
one type of blossom to another. Sometimes, this 
change is a temporary one, and the plant blooms 
normally the next time. At other times, the plant 
has changed into a sport of the original plant. This 
can be very disappointing, especially if the plant is 
a treasured chimera. 

The website, http://www.gardenknowhow.com/ 
has this to say about sporting: 

“A sport in the plant world is a genetic muta¬ 
tion that results from a faulty chromosomal repli¬ 
cation. The results of the mutation are a segment 
of the plant that is distinctly different from the par¬ 
ent plant in both appearance (phenotype) and 
genetics (genotype). The genetic change is not a 
result of unusual growing conditions; it is an acci¬ 
dent, a mutation. In many cases the new trait can 
be handed down to the organism’s offspring.” 

What causes sporting? 

A sport, the result of a genetic mutation, could 
be caused by a matter of chance during cell repli¬ 
cation, or it could be the result of some outside 
influence that damaged a gene, causing a muta¬ 
tion. That outside influence could be anything from 
cosmic radiation to a chemical treatment, or spray. 
Sometimes, severe environmental factors are 
involved. 

The Optimara Space Violets, Everiloris Varieties, 
are offspring of 250,000 seeds that orbited the 
earth for six years aboard the space shuttle, start¬ 


ing with the launch in 1984. The radiation in space 
caused the plants grown from these seeds to 
exhibit many mutations. Optimara has developed 
a family of violets from these seeds that are large 
and robust, differing in both leaf and blossom 
forms from their original non space traveling 
parents. 

Once, years ago, when I was working at a 
university, I had access to a radioactive source. 
There was a time when it was thought that by 
irradiating leaves or seeds, useful mutations could 
be induced. I irradiated some leaves and seeds, but, 
unlike the violets in space, my experiments only 
resulted in my killing the leaves and the seeds 
never germinated. I must have administered a 
lethal dose of radiation. 

Sporting in our violet-growing areas can be 
caused by extremely warm growing temperatures 
or other events that affect the genetic makeup of 
our plants, but most mutations appear to occur at 
random for no apparent reason. 

How can I tell if I have a sport? 

Sometimes, sports are so different from their 
siblings and parents, that there is little doubt that 
a plant has sported. For example, when I grew 
‘Ma's Pillow Talk’ from a leaf this year (Ma’s Pillow 
Talk (9133) 05/31/2002 (0. Robinson) Double 
white frilled pansy (See page 50). Variegated 
light medium green and cream, serrated. Stan¬ 
dard), I was surprised to find that the blossoms of 
the two young plantlets that I saved, were very 
different. The leaves and shapes of the plants seem 
to be identical. 

At other times, the sport may differ from its 
parent in several ways. In the case of two plants of 
Coral Magic (Coral Magic (B. Johnson) Single¬ 
semidouble dark coral-red. Dark green, plain. 
Standard), both the leaves and the blossoms were 
frilly in the sport and plain in a sibling that 
bloomed true. The sport also had shaded red 
blossoms, compared with the plain red blossoms 
of Coral Magic. (See page 50) 
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Ala’s Pillow Talk 




Sport ofMa’s Pillow Talk 



Mellow Mist 



Sport of Mellow Mist 


Coral Magic and Frilly Sport 

Sports are observed more often in plants that 
have fantasy blossoms. Some of the older varieties 
were prone to sporting. For example, ‘Mellow Mist’ 
(Mellow Mist (8033) 01/27/1994 (J. EyerdomlH. 
Eyerdom) Semidouble light pink large/light laven¬ 
der blue and raspberry fantasy, thin white edge. 
Medium green, pointed, quilted, haity. Standard), 
hybridized by the Eyerdom’s, may often give you 
sports when you start a leaf. 


Sport of Mellow Mist (2) 

Fantasy blossoms often sport in interest¬ 
ing ways. Playful Spectrum ( Playful Spec¬ 
trum (P. Sorano) Single semidouble white 
fluted star/blue fantasy, wide lavender pink 
band. Medium green. Standard), has been 
often observed to give sports with varying 
combinations of its colors. Sometimes, they 
even bloom on the same plant at the same 
time. 
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Playful Spectrum with sporting blossoms 



Sport of Playful Spectrum 


Then, there are the chimeras. Occasionally, you 
may find a plant has undergone a spontaneous 
mutation that has blossoms that are pinwheel 
striped. There are also a couple of other types of 
chimeras that you could find. The pinwheel blos¬ 
som is veiy popular with some growers. 

One example of a chimera that 1 found in my 
collection was a sport of Starboard. (Starboard 
(Fredette) large white semidouble stars, dark blue 
halo, hairy, light green, Standard (User Database). 
I grew Starboard for about fifteen years, so I knew 
that the sport, whose foliage resembled that of 
Starboard, would not be very easy to grow. Star¬ 
board and its 
sport both had 
weak pale, haiiy 
foliage. I even¬ 
tually decided to 
eliminate both 
Starboard and 
its sport from 
my collection. Chimera Sport of Starboard 




So, I have a sport, what do I do now? 

You have a choice. If the sport is attractive, you 
may choose to enjoy your plant, with its unusual 
blossoms, and not do anything more with it. If the 
plant has ordinary blossoms, or those closely 
resembling blossoms of another plant, you may 
decide to discard it, or give it to someone who does 
not grow named plants. 

You may also wish to check the list of 
known sports for the plant variety that sported. 
There is a list on the AVSA web site at: 
http://avsa.orglnode/840 

It is a wonderful resource and it makes fasci¬ 
nating reading. After checking known sports, I was 
able to find that one of the sports of 'Playful 
Spectrum' that I found, may already be a regis¬ 
tered variety: (Patchwork (9093) 01/12/2002 
(D. Thompson) Semidouble white ruffled star/blue 
patches. Medium green, plain, quilted, scalloped. 
Standard), so I would not be able to register that 
particular sport. 

If you think your sport may become a registered 
variety, unique and worthy of propagating, you 
need to follow the AVSA rules for registering a 
plant. They are listed on the AVSA web site at: 
http://avsa.orglnode/81 

Basically, they are: 

“You are the hybridizer of the plant or the 
discoverer of the sport (mutation) of a plant, or you 
have written permission from the hybridizer or 
his/her heirs. You know the names of the parent 
plants used in the cross, or, in the case of a sport, 
the name of the plant from which the sport 
mutated. (It's not necessary that the parents be 
registered.) You have reproduced the plant asexu- 
ally (e.g. leaf cutting or, in the case of a chimera, 
sucker propagation) through at least three genera¬ 
tions, and the offspring have reproduced true to the 
original plant." 

If your plant reproduces well, you may be ready 
to follow the rules for registering a cultivar, given 
on the same site. 

Is there a way to tell whether a variety will 
produce sports? 

Some plants seem more prone to sporting than 
others. Even though we have fairly strict guide- 
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lines for violet registration that state that a 
plant needs to bloom true for three generations 
to be considered suitable for registration by the 
AVSA, we find that some types of violets are 
much more likely to produce sports than others. 

Chimeras often revert to their original type 
of blossom, or another non chimera blossom. 
This reversion is probably not a true sporting 
event, since the genetic material is already 
present in the chimera and it may be 
expressed by the plant or its progeny. You will 
find this to be true, if you start a leaf of a 
striped chimera. 

Fantasy plants are very likely to produce 
sports of all kinds, and they can be quite inter¬ 
esting. Some fantasy plants may have as many 
as four colors in their blossoms, and they can 
give us sports that are different combinations 


of those colors. Some of them may be different 
and attractive enough to be well worth propa¬ 
gating so that others can enjoy them, too. 

If African violets did not produce sports, all 
of the plants we grow today would resemble the 
species violets. Violet sporting through the 
years has given us an opportunity to breed 
more fabulous and interesting cultivars. 

1 do not have statistics to prove that there 
are more sports arising from modern plant prop¬ 
agation, but I suspect there are. I do know that 
there are many more varieties with combina¬ 
tions of genetic traits grown today, so the 
chance that you will see a sport when you 
propagate your plants seems more likely. I find 
that the rather common sporting of African 
violets provides a constant source of interest 
and fun that enriches my growing experience. 


An Interesting Method 

By Sue Smith 


A plant selected at our club raffle, is a violet and 
had five or she leaves, a relatively long stem, and 
was wrapped in sphagnum moss. It was enclosed 
in a baggie with the name Merlot. It sat overnight 
on the kitchen counter with a plan to pot it up the 
following morning. When I removed it from the 
baggie and umvrapped the sphagnum I realized it 
had not yet developed roots but otherwise seemed 
quite content in its’ environment. It appeared that 
it could do quite well without additional humidity 
to initiate roots so, time being of the essence, I 
decided on the following method. 

I had some clear plastic drinking cups 
(235ml/lcup size) from the dollar store. (1) I 
punched some holes in the bottom of the cup, (2) 
added about an inch of perlite, (3) filled the cup 
half way up with a damp soilless mix containing 
extra perlite, (4) rewrapped the stem in the 
sphagnum and put it in the cup, (5) topped it up 
with additional soilless mix, (6) placed it in a 
corner of the kitchen window where I could 
observe it. 

Over the next couple of days it showed no sign 
of distress, and soon after I observed new growth, 
and a bloom stock appeared. It also appeared to be 


suckering and began to show' signs of variegation. 
An Internet search indicated it was Saintpaulia 
’Senks Merlot,' and what I thought was initially 
suckering, was actually bustle-back foliage. It 
bloomed with single red-purple w'asp blossoms. 

I got to thinking that if you have a stem with a 
cluster of leaves not yet rooted, this method may 
well work for our other gesneriads. Particularly, 
those with fleshy as opposed to woody stems, for 
example, columnea. I have a Columnea schiedeana 
which needs a good trimming so I’ll experiment 
with this method and see how it goes. It will also 
go in the kitchen window where I can keep an eye 
on its development or make a change to the 
environment should it show signs of stress. The 
plastic cup is not necessarily the most attractive of 
containers but affords the opportunity to observe 
growth and root development. 

Hope you have some methods of growing to 
share as well, whether successful, or not. Experi¬ 
menting, learning and sharing our methods and 
results is all part of the fun of growing our favorite 
plants. 

From the Toronto Gesneriad Society Newsletter 
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AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY OF AMERICA, INC 
STATEMENT OF NET ASSETS 
DECEMBER 31, 


ASSETS: 


2014 


2013 

Cash and Cash Equivalents 

$ 

43,907.19 

$ 

25,266.10 

Investments 


110,511.58 


107,983.16 

Inventories 


7,314.87 


9,735.12 

Prepaid Expenses 


500.00 


4,219.25 

Restricted Assets: 





Cash and Cash Equivalents 


25,887.53 


32,942.04 

Investments 


106,627.09 


62,052.12 

Capital Assets: 





Land 


10,000.00 


10,000.00 

Other Capital Assets, Net of Depreciation 


36,013.08 


39,218.48 

TOTAL ASSETS 


340,761.34 


291,416.27 

LIABILITIES: 





Accrued Payroll Taxes Payable 


689.66 


613.18 

Sales Taxes Payable 


145.08 


568.29 

Deferred Revenue 


48,396.49 


36,612.77 

Deferred Life Membership Revenue 


96,357.82 


102,979.82 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 


145,589.05 


140,774.06 

NET ASSETS: 





Net Investment in Capital Assets 


46,013.08 


49,218.48 

Board Designated - Convention 


3,240.50 


10,355.05 

Board Designated - Boyce Edens 


11,497.37 


9,698.99 

Board Designated - Hudson 


2,876.74 


2,842.24 

Permanently Restricted 


110,075.01 


94,994.16 

Unrestricted (Deficit) 


21,469.59 


(16,466.71) 

TOTAL NET ASSETS 

$ 

195,172.29 

$ 

150,642.21 


AVSA - Building Maintenance Fund 

Susan Hapner, Chairman • 35 Ridge Point Dr. • Chesterfield, MO 63017 

June 1 - July 31,2015 • Totals: $127.00 

Xn Thumbprint 

snn TWo Tone 

%0r Marvin Nester 

g|!g) Alabama Early Bird Violet Club 

Christopher Beney 

Donation from sale plants by Michael 

Sylvia Row 

Suet Lai Young Rosetta 

Jackson 

Reginald N. Arrington 

Multi Color 

AVS of Greater Tlilsa 

Patricia Miklica 

Susan Hapner 

In Memory of Carolyn Burr 
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The Allure of Albuquerque 

By Ann Jones 

Photography by Thraskye, Cassandra Trevino, Lona Pidanick, and Anne Jones 


Discover mystery and intrigue while painting 
the Land of Enchantment with violets in 
Albuquerque. 

In the quiet 
expanse of the 
west mesa, squir¬ 
rels, jack rabbits, 
lizards, and road 
ninners scamper 
among the rocks. 



Desen flowers 
bloom among the 


Rio Grande, Sandias, 

Rio Grande. 

Photo credit: Cassandra TYevino 

seventeen miles 
of approximately 25,000 canings in the Petroglyph 
National Monument. Though the carvings of peo¬ 
ple, animals, and birds are easily identifiable, the 
symbols and designs remain a mystery'. The mean¬ 
ing and purpose of the carvings is not understood. 
It is not clear whether the canings were made 
while hunters waited for game, or recorded the 
events of their day, or a message for those who 
would follow them. Most of the canings were made 
by Pueblo Indians between 1300 and 1650, 
perhaps as they hunted in the area. As the early 
Spanish sheepherders settled there, Christian 
symbols, such as crosses, were added. 

The basalt rocks, volcanic in origin, of the 
Petroglyph National Monument, have a compara¬ 
tively high concentration of iron and manganese. 
The iron oxidized on the surface resulting in a dark 
shiny coating, and permanent markings were 
made by chipping off the surface with a sharp 
stone. The Petroglyph visitor center is open from 8 
AM to 5 PM. It offers information, exhibits, educa¬ 
tional materials, and books. Regularly scheduled 
ranger-guided walks are available. 

Another mysterious carving is the Ten 
Commandments on an 80 to a 100 ton rock at the 
side of Hidden Mountain in Los Lunas, about 35 
miles from Albuquerque. It is known by many 
names, such as the Decalogue Stone, Mystery 



The Decalogue Stone 


Rock, and In¬ 
scription Rock. 
The inscription is 
caived right to 
left in the style of 
ancient Hebrew 
writing. Christian 
symbols are ab¬ 
sent from the stone, as well as in the surrounding 
area. The Commandments from Exodus 20 in the 
Bible are abridged with Number Two and Four 
containing the most editing, although the meaning 
is not changed. The age of the inscription is con¬ 
troversial. Some archeologists believe it was in¬ 
scribed about 3,000 years ago while others believe 
the inscriptions are more recent. It was called Mys¬ 
tery' Rock by both the Indians and the early Span¬ 
ish, since the characters were not understood. 
Carvings of the Zodiac and YHWH facing the sum¬ 
mit are on nearby rocks. YHWH pronounced Yah- 
weh represented the name of God in the Old 
Testament. The Old Testament was written in an¬ 
cient Hebrew, which used no vowels in the written 
language. The Decalogue Stone is too large to 
move to a protected area; consequently, vandals 
destroyed the first line of the inscription in 2006. 

The Decalogue Stone is located on New Mexico 
Trust Land about fifteen miles west of Los Lunas 
(twenty miles south of Albuquerque). Parking is 
on the highway. The mountain is about a two and 
a quarter mile walk along a narrow dirt road from 
the highway with a steep climb to the stone and a 
rough decent to return to the road. 

One of the New 
Mexico’s most in¬ 
triguing mysteries 
occurred in the St 
Augustine Church 
at the Isleta 
Pueblo, about thir¬ 
teen miles south of 



St. Augustine Church. 
Photo credit: Tarashye 
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Albuquerque. In 1756, Father Padilla died and was 
buried in the dirt floor near the altar. 

Nineteen years later during Mass, the altar 
began to shake. Father Padilla’s coffin rose to the 
surface. His body was moist, flexible, and without 
any apparent deterioration. He was reburied in 
Franciscan vestments after church authorities and 
experts were unable to arrive at a conclusion about 
the cause of the unexpected appearance of the cof¬ 
fin nor Father Padilla’s condition. In 1819, Father 
Padilla rose again. Though he had not been em¬ 
balmed, nor artificially treated, his body remained 
flexible and unchanged. He appeared to be sleep¬ 
ing. It was considered a miracle by many, and peo¬ 
ple made a pilgrimage to the church. The last time 
Father Padilla rose again was in 1962. He was re¬ 
buried and the church aisle covered with concrete. 

St Augustine Church has a commanding 
presence on the north side of the large plaza. It is 
one of the oldest Spanish Mission Churches in New 
Mexico. When entering the Church .with its four- 
foot adobe walls, clerestory windows, and artifacts 
from the 17th and 18th century, there is a strong 
feeling of the past. 

The Church is open daily. Members of the 
Church are actively involved in community affairs. 

In October, colorful balloons from around the 
world fill the bright blue skies over the city of 
Albuquerque for the annual fiesta. Albuquerque 
is known as the balloon capital of the world. 
Ballooning in Albuquerque began in the 19th 
century. In 1882, the entire city of Albuquerque 
went without lights for 
two days in order that 
the balloon owned by 
Park Van Tassel could be 
filled with gas from the 
Albuquerque Gas 
Works. The launch was 
a huge success with res¬ 
idents of the entire city 
watching. 

Explore ballooning in Albuquerque at the 
Anderson Abruzzo International Balloon Museum. 
It features a collection of balloons, artifacts, and 
science, including the use in space exploration and 
warfare. The museum was named for Ben Abruzzo 



Balloon Fiesta. 

Photo credit- 
Cassandra TYevino 


and Maxie Anderson who were first in many 
ballooning feats such as crossing oceans and 
continents. 

Albuquerque was one of the areas involved in 
highly secret research during World War 11. The Z 
Corporation, a division of Los Alamos Laboratories 
that was located in Albuquerque, was a major 
player in the Manhattan project. It was responsible 
for the design, testing, and assembly of the 
non-nuclear components of the Atomic Bomb. 
Although Los Alamos was easy to secure, it was 
located in a remote area of New Mexico where 
housing, utilities, 
and transportation 
were limited. Kirk¬ 
land Field, an army 
training area near 
Albuquerque, was 



chosen as the loca- National Science Museum. 
tion for a facility Photo credit: Ann/ones 

that would prepare the bomb to end the war in 
conjunction with Los Alamos Laboratories. 

In the post WWll period, the nuclear program 
was transferred from military to civilian control. In 
1948 the Z Corporation became a separate division 
of Los Alamos and was named Sandia National 
Laboratories. Today Sandia National Laboratories 
is involved in scientific research in alternative 
energy, cognitive and material sciences, mathe¬ 
matics, computational biology, in addition to 
continued work in nuclear science. 

The National Museum of Nuclear Science and 
History traces atomic research from the Periodic 
Table through the development of the atomic bomb, 
to Nano technology including the history of nuclear 
medicine, natural radiation in common household 
substances, and a comparison of the advantages and 
disadvantages of energy sources. All natural energy 
sources such as wind and solar have disadvantages 
as well as benefits. Outdoor displays at the Heritage 
Park section include 
vintage weapons 
and aircraft. 

Experience the 
fascinating intrigue 

of the Land of Albuquerque Sunset. 
Enchantment. Photo credit: Lona Pidanick 
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DIVIDING STREPTOCARPUS 

By Marge Huntley 


There comes a time when all Streptocarpus 
need to be divided. This may be a year after reach¬ 
ing maturity, or even after looking nice for two 
years. Not only does the top growth need thinning, 
but the vast amount of root in the pot leaves little 
room for water to be held in the remaining mix. 

Action Stations. 

Gather together - 

1. A selection of pots of different sizes. 

2. African violet potting mix. 

5. A sharp knife (w'hich you may not need). 

4. Scissors. 

5. An ice cream container to place the smaller divided 
segments into so that the leaves stay clean. 

Do not have the plant too wet or too dry. Plants 
should not be watered for two or three days before 
the operation. 

Place several large sheets of newspaper on the 
table and remove plant from pot. Do not up-end it as 
the mix will get all over the foliage. Run a knife be¬ 
tween potting mix and pot. A long tined fork plunged 
into the surface can art as a lever to assist removal. 

Knock off as much mix as possible. Take away 
top layer of paper with its soil mess and start again 
on a fresh sheet. A knife can be used to divide 
between the growths, but I w'ould rather break up 
the mass with my hands. The plants separate 
easily without damage. Look at the piece you have 
removed. Knock the roots on the table to remove 
a little more potting mix and hopefully any loose 
roots. Leaves which have already produced flowers 
should be removed. They will not flower again. 

Don’t know how to identify these leaves? At 
the base of the large center vein, the remains of 
the flower stems are easily seen. There will be 
several, about 1cm (1/3 in) long, dry, and hard. 

Place each division into the ice cream container. 
Continue in this way. If you work around the plant 
you may find that the center part is fairly shabby 
and could be discarded. So much depends on the 
condition of the plant. 


You may like to keep a section with several 
growths so that you get a full-looking pot more 
quickly. When all the dividing is done, remove 
newspaper so that the re-potting can be done on a 
fresh sheet. 

Check each division. Remove or trim any 
damaged leaf. If there is the base of a removed leaf 
evident, trim it back cleanly. Are all the roots you 
see attached to the plant? A combing action with a 
skewer or swizzle stick helps. 

Pot each division into an appropriate-sized pot 
for the amount of root. Streptocaipus do not grow 
well in a large quantity of mix. It stays too wet. 
Streps should be moved up into larger pots regu¬ 
larly rather than planted into a large one at the 
outset. If you wish to use self-watering containers, 
do not use for new divisions. A plant that has been 
in a pot for about three months and is obviously 
growing well, is far better. It will not need to be 
disturbed and will forge ahead. 

When all divisions have been potted - what 
next? 

Water, fertilize and provide good light. Enjoy! 

Potting mix. African violet mix is ideal. 

Pots. Use plastic pots for indoor growing. 

Terracotta pots are a bit more stable for plants 
which are grown outside. 

Potting on. Advance only one pot size at 
each repotting (read following article on dividing 
Streptocarpus) 

Propagation by Leaf 

Leaves can be planted in several different ways 
for propagation. These leaves should be mature but 
not the really old leaves which have already 
flowered. If a leaf has become marked or damaged 
and does not add to the beauty of the plant use 
that one for propagating. 

Method 1. Plant leaf with the stem end in mix 
(as African violets). Trim off the top piece and 
make a false stem by cutting away the leaf blade 
to the center vein. This gives two cuttings or more 
from the leaf. Insert into either separate pots or a 
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Community pot To propagate remove entire mid rib 
of mix. Water, 
drain, and cover 

with plastic. Rooting edges 

Method 2. Cut the mid-rib away leaving the 
two long sides for propagation. Cut each side into 
wedges with at least one vein intact from cut edge 
■ - to outside edge. Place a 

number of these wedges 
Rooting edge 1 ' ( cu t side down) into mix. 

Water, drain and cover. 


Method 3. Cut the mid-rib away. Plant with cut 
side down into a seedling punnet. Water gently, 
drain and cover. A plant 
may develop at the end of 
every vein of the leaf. Rooting edge 
When small plantlets are well established divide into 
small pots or community pots to grow on. Advance 
only one pot size at a time when moving plants up. 

From the Newsletter of the Early Mom 
AV Group, Inc. Australia and New Zealand 


Water for Propagation? 
I Prefer Potting Soil 

By Ruth Coulson 

From her E-Newsletter, The African Violet Way 


It is perfectly possible to put leaves in water to 
produce roots. In fact, it has the advantage that 
you can see exactly what is happening. You can 
marvel at the formation of roots as they begin as 
tiny swellings on the bottom of the leaf stem and 
quite soon produce a network of fine threads that 
are the roots. If the leaf stem is left in the water 
after the roots have formed then you can even 
watch the production of tiny plantlets. 

This is the problem. Those little plantlets will 
usually be rather weak and the minute leaves will 
be water-logged. Although they can often survive, 
and even thrive, when they are finally removed 
from this submarine life they are not usually any¬ 
thing like as strong and healthy as plantlets off a 
leaf, that has been growing in some sort of potting 
mix. 

So therefore it is best to take the leaf out of the 
water as soon as it has produced a reasonable lot 
of roots, and transfer it to a small pot of regular 
potting mix, or possibly 50-50 vermiculite and 
perlite. This just seems like doing extra work since 
it is easy enough to plant the leaf in potting mix to 
begin. 

One grower told me that he believed leaves 
rooted in water had a better success rate and less 
rot than leaves rooted in potting mix. This may 
suit you if you are having trouble keeping leaves 


from rotting away instead of producing plantlets. 

A better solution, I think, is to use the vermic- 
ulite/perlite mix mentioned above. There is little 
likelihood of rot with this mix. I used it myself for 
many years. 

Another lady - who grew lovely plants - told 
me that she planted the leaves straight in her 
normal potting mix. To quote her: “That’s what 
they will be growing in later, so they might as well 
get used to it in the beginning!” I thought this was 
“tough-love" indeed, but tried it, and I have used 
my potting mix for propagation ever since! 

I hasten to say that potting mixes and water¬ 
ing methods vary and it might not suit everyone in 
all circumstances. You will need to try it before 
deciding whether that is for you. 

I have to confess that I do sometimes, even 
now, root leaves in water. In a sort of involuntary 
way. If I have a leaf that needs to be potted up but 
don’t have time to deal with it straight away, I 
stand it in a glass of water. It can be a long time 
before I actually do the job, so that roots will have 
already formed. If this happens I just transfer it 
carefully to the potting mix, trying to spread the 
roots out well as I do. I always think it is probably 
better to keep the mix more moist than normal for 
the first week or two to help the roots to make the 
transition. 
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HOW TO GROW PRIMULINAS 

By Leonie Chirgwin 



What is a Primula ? 

Primulinas are native of the 
Himalayas, Sri Lanka, India, China, 

Vietnam, Thailand, and parts of 
Indonesia. They are annuals or 
herbaceous perennials, low to moder¬ 
ate (90cm/36in) in height. Annuals 
are usually 'vining,' while perennials 
are usually rosette types. The most 
popular ones grown are the rosette 
types. The flowers are tubular and 
colors are white, yellow, lavender, 
and violet-blue to purple. The flower¬ 
ing tends to be seasonal - none in 
winter but a good flush in spring and 
summer. 

The most well-known Primulina is 
P. sinensis. It has leaves about 
15cm/6 inches long and 7cm/5in 
wide. They are medium-dark green 
veined in silver. There is also a form 
that lacks the silver veining. Other primulinas have 
been discovered, which are smaller with softer 
leaves and attractive flowers. Popular ones to 
grow are P. linearifolia, C. tamiana, C. sub- 
rhomboides, C.Jimbrisepala and C. aiko. 

How to grow primulinas: 

POSITION 

Primulinas in general, thrive in cool, humid 
conditions and are ideal for cool windowsills. They 
will grow in the same conditions of temperature 
and humidity as African violets, so you can place 
them with the violets. 

The light requirements are almost the same as 
for African violets, the difference being that they 
will accept less intense light. This means at 
windows with bright light, but not direct sun, 
which can bum. 

They need to be turned to keep a symmetrical 
shape. The flowers do bend to face the light, so 
turning will allow you to enjoy a good view of 
them. 


If growing under florescent lights, you can place 
Primulinas on the outer section of shelves as they 
receive sufficient light there to flower well. I grow 
all of mine on ends and edges of shelves. Too 
much light can cause a reddish browm color to 
develop on the leaves. 

Primulinas do not like very hot temperatures, 
but will survive until cooler weather. They tolerate 
cold temperatures well. I can grow mine on the 
bottom shelf of my light stand in winter without 
any problems. If your home is cool in winter, 
Primulinas will slow in growth and not flower till 
spring. They will not need much fertilizer, and 
water during winter if grown in cold conditions. 

POTTING MIX AND WATERING 

Primulinas prefer a well-aerated mix, especially 
if wick-watered. I mix African violet mix with an 
equal amount of perlite. This prevents the plants 
becoming too wet, a condition they hate. They 
prefer even moisture, so wick watering is ideal. I 
find they behave as African violets if allowed to 
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dry out, then are flooded - they can rot. So, if your 
Primulina does dry out, water sparingly at first. I 
add some dolomite lime to my mix as I read some¬ 
where that they like it. I add about two tablespoons 
to a 2litre/l/2 gallon container of mix. 

FERTILIZER 

Use African violet fertilizer made at the usual 
strength then diluted with an equal volume of 
water. If you over-fertilize, a build-up of salts can 
bum your plants. 

REPOTTING 

Primulinas like to be pot-bound. They prefer 
small pots. I re-pot every year to avoid fertilizer salt 
build-up, although some people wait longer. 

PROBLEMS 

They are subject to pests and diseases in the 
same way as other Gesneriads. P. tamiana 
is an ideal miniature to grow, especially on 
windowsills. It only grows to a small size and the 


recommendation is to keep it in a pot not larger 
than 7.5cm/3in in diameter. It always seems to 
grow in a symmetrical fashion without suckers and 
flowers well. Each petiole on my plant produces a 
pair of quite large bracts enclosing four buds. The 
flowers then emerge and open successively. They 
are tubular - white with light purple streaks in the 
throat - is a delightful plant with yellow flowers. I 
enjoy the symmetry of the leaves that seem to 
always look strong and healthy. 

Another favorite Primulina is P. Jimbnsepala, 
which has interesting serrated, heart-shaped 
leaves and lots of mauve-pink flowers with paler 
throats marked in purple and yellow. If you like to 
grow a plant with lovely foliage, try P. sinensis 
‘Hisako.’ It does flower, but most interesting is the 
foliage, which is dark green, marked with silver. If 
you grow African violets, or any other gesneriad, 
I'm sure you could grow and enjoy a Primulina. 

From the Newsletter of the 

Early Mom AV Group, Inc. 


Two New Items from AVSA 
The Beautiful, New AVSA 2016 Calendar, $15, 
and the new AVSA Neck Wallet, Just $5! 
Both a Hit at the Kansas City Convention! 
Contact the AVSA Office for Purchase 
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AFRICAN VIOLET MAGAZINE 

Advertising Rates and Deadlines 
(Effective Januaiy 1, 2011) 



DEADLINES 


JAN/FEB ISSUE NOV 1 JUL/AUG ISSUE MAY 1 
MAR/APR ISSUE JAN 1 SEPT/OCT ISSUE JUL 1 
MAY/JUN ISSUE MAR 1 NOV/DEC ISSUE SEPT. 1 

REGULAR ADVERTISING 
AD SIZE - COMMERCIAL ALL 
3 5/16 IN WIDE MEMBERS OTHERS 


1 INCH $56-$45 

2 INCH $60-$75 

5 INCH $85-$106.25 

4 INCH $109-$ 156.25 

5 INCH TO 9 1/4 INCH $28.00 PER INCH $55.00 PER INCH 

>/4 PAGE BLACK & WHITE $ 116-$ 145 

V 2 PAGE BLACK & WHITE $212-$265 

FULL PAGE BLACK & WHITE $418-5522.50 

V 2 PAGE COLOR $577-5721.25 

FULL PAGE COLOR $ 721 -$901.25 

Advertiser provides color separations . 

Special- Buy 5 ads and receive 6th adjree when all 6 ads are 
paid infull in advance. All ads must be same size. Content of ad 
can changeJor each issue. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

15 word/$ 18.00 Minimum. Each additional word is $1.20; a 
series of numbers counts as a word. Purchase 5 ads and receive 
the 6th ad free. All classified ads must be the same text and paid 
for in advance. 


INTERNET WEB PAGE 

Commercial members and any advertiser who purchases six 
consecutive ads may have his/her business listed on the AVSA 
Web Page and also have a “hot” link to their page if they provide 
a reciprocal link to the AVSA page. No process has yet been 
developed to place advertising on the Internet at this time. 
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At the Peak of Violetr) 



% 

O 


103 Downing Place 
Apex, North Carolina 27502 

flf’c do not have a retail location. Mail/Web Orders Only) 
919-362-0530 libbic@blucbirdgrccnhousc.com 

lmp:/Avww.blucbirdgrccnhousc.com =JI 


Buckeye Violets 

Mail Order: Leaves Only 

Buckeye Violets New Buckeye’s * Cajun’s * 

7132 Shurz Rd Jolly’s * Jerseys 

Middletown, OH 45042 2015 color catalog $3.00 

(513) 425-0308 USA/S5.00 others 

Order 3 ways: 

2015 Catalog/Buckeyeviolets.com/Mail Order 

El Like us on Facebook. Search 

www.facebook.com/groups/Buckeve African Violets 

www.buckeyeviolets.com 

Email: pat.hancock@hughes.net Paypal accepted 


JoS Violets 

African Violets, Epicias, and more 
www.josviolets.com or 
send stamped envelope 
2205 College Dr Victoria, TX 77901 

(361) 575-1344 plants@josviolets.com 





Unique soiless blend of coir, 
sphagnum, hydrocks and vermiculite. 
Rated #/ in tests. 

'Wick Mix' also available. 


Oyama Pots 
Wick Saucers 
AgroSun Light 
Bulbs 


- Self-watering Pots 

- Urea-free Fertilizer 

Contact Us for a FREE CATALOG - Leaf Rings 


440-357-0022 • www.VioletSupply.com 


The Planter Depot 

Oyama Self Watering Planters 
African Violet Growing Supplies 

• Oyama Planters 

• Leaf Support Rings Sharon Rosenzweig 

• Soil-less Wicking Mix Framingham, MA 

• Fertilizer 508-877-8076 

• Pest Control Products email: avplanters@comcast.net 

• Growing Supplies website: www.avplanters.com 



e-mail: avseeds@yahoo.com NadeauAfricanVioletSeeds.com 
Hello. We sell five kinds of African violet seeds: 

Standard: Plants 9-15 inch diam. at maturity, all-green foliage, flowers of 
various shapes and colors; Small: 3-9 inch diam., all-green foliage, various 
bloom colors; Trailer: Sizes small to large, trailing or bushy growth habit, 
all-green foliage, various bloom colors; Variegated: Small to large, all 
with variegated foliage and various bloom colors; Fantasy: Various sizes, 
all-green foliage, around 50% of the plants have flowers with bi-color or 
fancy markings. Please visit NadeauAfricanVioletSeeds.com to see pic¬ 
tures of plants from our seeds. 

The number of seeds per packet (>100) varies and is sufficient to pro¬ 
duce at least 25 plants. AV seeds germinate best on a particular soilless 
mix. We sell 1-cup bags of it, $0.95 per bag. Use 1 cup in a small container 
or as 1/2-inch surface layers on top of your regular mix to sow seeds in 
several containers. Instructions included. &onft &&&*ts<tA<r^Vadea** 
**We cannot ship Germination mix to other countries** 


Phone 9am-lpm only. 
Central time 314-716-2904. 

How to Order 
Orders can be placed online 
(discount), or by phone/credit 
card, or by mailing us your 
order and check. Prices per 
pkt of 100+ seeds: Standard, 
Small, and Trailer $7.95; Fan¬ 
tasy, 8.95; Variegated, 9.95. 
Germination mix, (see facing 
page) $0.95 each. Flat rate 
USPS 1st Class post, $3.45. 

Nadeau AMS 
9766 Grandview Drive 
St Louis, MO 63132. 
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The Association for 
plant & flower 
people who grow in 
hobby greenhouses 
and windows! 

Quarterly Magazine 

Growing & Maintenance 
Help & Advice 

Hobby Greenhouse Association 

8 Glen Terrace. Bedford, MA 01730-2048 
Dues: USA $19 (Canada and Mexico, $21 US funds/MO) 
($22 Overseas. US funds/MO) 

Sample magazine $3.50 
Directory of Greenhouse Manufacturers $2.50 



Save the Wild Saintpaulia 

Will the Wild African Violet Survive? 

-r- -r-ild Saintpaulia species are found only in a very 
limited habitat in a handful of mountain and 
coastal rainforests known hv scientists as the Eastern Arc. 
jMuch of the Arc rainforests have been destroyed by 
man. 

The African Rainforest Consenancv 
is preserving and regenerating the Saintpaulia liahitat. 
You can play a critical role. 

Soo.oo - Contributor 
S 100.00 - Rafiki (Friend) 

.§ 200.00 ' Ndueu (C omrade) 

Sooo.oo - Bwana au Bibi (Patron) 

S i,ooo.oo Aihifadi (Conservator) 

So, ooo.oo Men (Guardian) 

Donations are Tax Deductible made to: 

African Rainforest Conservancy' 060 Broadway, Suite 202 
New York, NY 10012 


PHYSAN 20" Controls 
African Violet 
Pathogen*. 

• Controls algae on mats, wicks, 
reservoirs, trays, pots, benches, 
and work surfaces. 

• Controls damping off on 
seedlings and plants. 

• Controls crown rot, powdery 
mildew, botrytis. 

• Controls disease spread by 
disinfecting tools. 


Let those pesky visitors know they’re 
not wanted. Take control with 

PHYSAN 20. 







Maril Products 
15421 Red Hill Ave., Ste D 
Tustin, CA 92780 
800-546-7711 
www.physan.com 


The Violet Showcase 

now offers Growing Supplies 
-On line or by mail: 

www.violetshowcase.com 
-and at my Ebay store: violetshowcase 
(303) 204-5937 



Achimenes , Aeschynanthus, Chirita, Columned, Drymonia, Episcia , 
Kohleria, Nematanthus, Petrocosmea, Sinningia, Streptocarpus... These 
and many other gesneriads are the perfect companions for your African 
violets . 


Purchase our 56-page manual “How to Know and Grow Gesneriads” for US$10 postpaid anywhere, or join The 
Gesneriad Society for one year for US$25 in USA, US$30 elsewhere. Go to www.gesneriadsociety.org or send check or credit 
card number with expirations date and CVV code to The Gesneriad Society, Dept AVM, PMB 637, 1 122 E Pike Street, 
Seattle, WA 98122 USA. New members receive a copy of “How to Know and Grow Gesneriads,” two back issues and the 
next four quarterly issues of our journal Gesneriads , a package of mixed gesneriad seeds, access to the world s largest source 
of gesneriad seed, and many other benefits. 





^www^csncriadsodetyjorg J 
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INDOOR GARDENING SUPPLIES 

www.indoor q ardensupplies.com 


#FULL LINE OF INDOOR GARDENING PRODUCTS* 

' PLANT TRAYS, LIGHTED PLANT STANDS, PLANT LIGHTS 

PEST CON TROL METERS, TIMERS, VATTEX & MORE! 

40WS 

40 WATTT12 

WIDE SPECTRUM 

12=$85.26 


ALL PRICES HERE INCLUDE 
SHIPPING & HANDLING 

VISA, MC, DISCOVER 
& CHECKS ACCEPTED 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO 
VIEW FULL PRODUCT LINE 

MI RESIDENTS ADD 
6% SALES TAX _ 

G44A $417.50 

4 SHELVES, 4 TRAYS 
WS LAMPS INCLUDED 




FREE CATALOG 


800-823-5740y 

l PO BOX 527-AV / 

4 2-LAMP 20 WATT FIXTURES\PEXTER MI 48130/ 4 2-LAMP 40 WATT FIXTURES 


G4 

4 

WS LAMPS INCLUDED 


OUT OF AFRICA 

Blooming African Violets, Streptocarpus, Episcia, 
Kohleria, and other Gesneriads 
Gary S. Mikita 2842 Brown St. 

(219) 763-4861 Portage, IN 46368 

Send $2 for Catalog 

Garys-Out-of-Africa.com garymikita@cs.com 


Dandv Pots 

Attractive and effective self-watering pots 
12 colors, 3 sizes 

DandyPot.com thepeacockcottage@gmail.com 

P.O. Box 2126 (352) 625-6467 

Springs, FL 34489 



African Violet Society of Canada 

Join AVSC & become a part of an 
international network of growers 


Receive Chatter ; our quarterly magazine 

For more information contact: Laurel Goretsky 
32 Scimitar Point NW, Calgary AB CANADA 
Email: laurel@goretsky.ca Tel. (403) 241-8300 
USA/International membership is only $$22.50 per year 
www.avsc.ca 



7 


frican Violets 


How to Grow 

/ 


By Pauline Bartholomew 

anti 

The African Violet Society of America. Inc 



STEVE AND DONNA TURNER 
PHONE 734-2S5-5560 
SOUTHGATE, MICHIGAN 


ANNOUNCING OUR NEW WEBSITE 
WWW.STARZNSTREPS.COM 
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Support AVSA whenyou shop! 


Amazon 
\ _ 

Did you know that Amazon now has a program for 
shoppers to designate a charity of their choice, and 
Amazon will contribute a portion of every dollar you 
spend? Here's an easy way to support the African 
Violet Society of America at NO EXTRA COST TO YOU! 

Just go to www.avsa.org and follow 
the Amazon Smile directions under 
<NEWS> to learn more and sign upl 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 


African Violets & Gesneriads 

"Sinningia Heaven" - Home of the Ozark series 
"It's a sin not to own a Sinningia!" 

Dave's Violets Ph: (417) 887-8904 

1372 S. Kentwood Ave. Price list: S1.00 

Springfield, MO 65804 Web site: www.davesviolets.com 


Lyndon Lyon 

Greenhouses, Inc. 

PO Box 249 Dolgeville, NY 13329 
14 Mutchler Street (for GPS users) 

“Where The Violets A ref” 

Quafity hybrids since 1954 

African Violets, 
Aeschynanthus, 
Chiritas, Codonanthe, 
Columneas, 

Episcias, Kohlerias, 
Nematanthus, 
Orchids, Petrocosmeas, 

Rex Begonias, Streptocarpus, 
other assorted Gesneriads, 
and SO much more! 

Our greenhouses are open year round. 
No appointments necessary! 

Call for hours! Phone (315) 429 8291 

Visit our website at: 

www.lyndonlyon.com 



TravisNiolets 

P. O. BOX 42 OCHLOCKNEE, GA. 31773 


Phone: 1-229-574-5167 
1-229-574-5236 
Fax: 1-229-574-5605 
E-mail: tviolets@aol.com 
http://travisviolets.com 


NEW 2015 SHIPPING SEASON! 
3 FREE VIOLETS!!! 


Order now and get 3 FREE violets, our choice. Min. order for this offer is 12 plants (Not including Specials). 

Send $2 for our CURRENT CATALOG. New and older varieties of African violets from the leading hybridizers, featuring 

TRAVIS’ VIOLETS, LYONS, ROBS, REBELS, BUCKEYES, SORAS, PITTMANS and others. 

Try our SUPER SPECIAL -12 Husky Starters, all different - $60.00 Postpaid, all plants our choice. 

THIS SPECIAL WILL SHIP NOW AND WITH A HEAT PACK IF NEEDED FOR 

WINTER SHIPPING (does not include free plant offer). We accept: VISA, MASTERCARD & DISCOVER (Min. $30 order) 

Greenhouse Open 7 days a week (please call first) 

COMMERCIAL MEMBER: AVSA AND DAVS_ 
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Looking for Orchid 
Information? Log On! 

Interact with other 
eager orchid enthusi¬ 
asts by clicking on 
Orchid Forum at 

0 r c h i d W e b ®, 

developed especially 
as an information exchange platform for orchid grow¬ 
ers throughout the world. The American Orchid 
Society's popular web site has extensive plant-care tips, 
inspiring photographs, a calendar of orchid events, 
and other helpful orchid information. 

Founded in 1921, the AOS is the world's number-one 
orchid-information source - just ask 30,000 members 
worldwide. On-site membership application is available 
along with convenient, secured shopping in The AOS 
BookShop and Orchid Emporium. 

The American Orchid Society 

Dept. AVMAG, 16700 AOS Lane 

Delray Beach, FL 33446-4351 

Telephone (561)404-2000 Fax (561)404-2100 

E-mail theAOS@aos.org Web site aos.org 




'Blomuom 


Where the passion for the violets lives 
Tina Drouin • 6920 St-Fransois N. 
Sherbrooke (Quebec) • Canada J1C 0A5 *(819) 276-0561 
email: bloomlovers@videotron.ca 
website: www.bIoomlovers.com 
For a full color catalogue, please send $2 to the address above. 
I offer a VERY wide variety of African violet cuttings 
(leaves) and plugs as well as an assortment of episcias 
Mail order only please, no visits. 



^an 6 lAJorkdht 


an 5 1 /l/orKdnop 
Custom Made Award Ribbons and Rosettes 
jbauicLt 


941 FM 2377 
Red Oak, Texas 75154 
Fax (972)617-1198 


tauLcldon 

(972)617-1186 
email: chiefrond@aol.com 


Join 

Today! 



Cryptanthus 

The Dazzling Earth Stars 
are the perfect companion plants for your 
African violet collection requiring the 
same care. Exquisite colors, leaf shapes, 
and patterns of stripes, bars, and zig zags 
year round in every shade of the rainbow. 
Send first class stamp for cultural information 
or S3.00 for a sample of our color quarterly journal. 


THE CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY 

Carole Richtmyer - Secretary 
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive 
Spring, TX 77388 




CAPE COD VIOLETRY 

John & Barbara Cook 

587 Shawmut Ave, New Bedford, MA 02740-4620 

_ Ph. (508) 993-2386 

OUR 38TH YEAR For orders - Email violets@cape.com 

For CATALOG in Adobe Acrobat Email ccviolets@msn.com or send $2.00 (refundable with order) to 

above address 

OVER 500,000 PLASTIC POTS IN STOCK FROM 1-1/2” to 8” 

Standard - Tub - Square White - Green - Terracotta 


Oyama Planters - All Sizes and Colors 

Dandy Pots 

Swift’s Moist Rites 

Wick Water Reservoirs 

Pennanest Tray 

3” and 6” Clear Domes 

Labels 3”-4”-5” 

Pesticides and many other products 


Fertilizers 

Dyna-Gro - Optimara - Peters - Shultz - Others 
Growing Media 

African Violet Mix and Wicking Mix 
Vermiculite - Perlite - Peat Moss 
Physan 20 - Phyton 27 
Superthrive 


Manufacturers of ELISA’S AFRICAN VIOLET SUPPORT RINGS & J FIND RINGS 

























EXtettSiv# on lin£ catalog at tAtoMMoleibarn/Xfa 



Looking for African violets? We have them! 

Over 30,000 plants in our shop, barn, and glasshouse 

Hundreds of varieties, including our award winning 'Rob's* and 'Ma's' varieties 
A large selection of chimeras and Saintapaulia species 


Try our special offer: 10 different varieties, seller's choice, for $40* (specify miniature, standard, or trailing} 



Want to choose your own? Ail are shown on our online catalog. 

New varieties like 'Ma's Pink Beetles' as well as the latest from Russia, Ukraine, and 
from today's leading hybridizers. Many of your favorite 'oldies' too. 

Our 30* year! We've been shipping to satisfied customers worid-wide since 1985! 


We also grow a huge selection of 'other' gesneriads! 

We're famous four our 'Bristof streptocarpus hybrids. 
Varieties like 'Bristol's Cherry Bomb' and dozens more. 
Plus many others, including latest Polish varieties. 

Special offer: 10 different streps, seller's choice, for $40* 




Lots of sinningia. Everything from microminis to speciosa hybrids. 

-v li - 

Many of the very latest hybrids, jnduding thos<e from Taiwan, like 'Isa' Gorgeous'. 

Try these offers: 3 different sinningia, seller's choice, for $1Z00* ' .. 

5 different episcias, seller's choice, for $20.00* 

5 different kohlerfa, seller's choice, for $20.00* 










Many, many, other genera of gesneriads listed on our online catalog. We have companion ptarjj^Jtfce hoyas 
and begonias, too. 


We are also THE source for miniature container and terrarium plants. These are truly miniature plants. 
See our extensive listing online. Our special: 10 different mini terrarium plants, seller's choice, for $40.00* 


•Shipping: April 15-October 31 via USPS priority mail, $10 per order, then add $.80 per plant 
We ship in winter! By express mail only. Visit website for details and pricing. 

We ship anywhere (internationally), anytime - safe delivery guaranteed! 

Subscribe to our e-newsletter, 'VioletsFun' - growing tips, latest varieties, coupons, and more! 

You can also find us on 'Facebook' (www.facebook.com/africanviolets) and on 'Pinterest'. 

Dr. Ralph (Rob) & Olive Ma Robinson, owners Phone: 585-374-8592 Fax: 585-374-6947 

PO Box 9, Naples, NY 14512 Open to public Tuesday thru Saturday, 12-5 pm 

Stay at the Violet House’ white visiting! ■ Phone orders Monday-Saturday 12-5 pm, web orders anytime 
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AVSA Information 

FOR CONDUCTING BUSINESS WITHIN YOUR SOCIETY 

FOR ACCURATE SERVICE. SEND YOUR INQUIRIES TO THE CORRECT PERSON. ALWAYS INCLUDE YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS. 


AVSA OFFICE: Amv Carruth, Office Manager, 2375 
North Street, Beaumont, TX 77702, 409-839-4725; FAX 
409-S39-4329. Hours: Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 
4:00 p.m. CST. Email <avsa@earthlink.net> 

Send check payable to AVSA for new or renewable member¬ 
ship to AVSA Office, 2375 North Street, Beaumont, TX 
77702; phone 409-839-4725. Remit in U.S. dollars with 
draft or check on a USA bank. See Membership 
Application. Master Card/Visa accepted. 

MEMBERSHIP AND PROMOTION: Send ideas, offers to 
help, requests for assistance to Joyce Stork, 2501 E. 23rd St. 
Fremont, NE 6S025. Email <kentsflowers@gmail.com>. 
AFFILIATES: For information on Affiliates or how to 
organize a chapter, write Mel Grice, 2019 Crosswind Ct., 
Englewood, OH 45522. Email <melsgrice@eanhlink.net>. 
AVSA SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION: Charles Ramser, 
2415 Martin St., Wichita Falls, TX 78508. Email 
<charles.ramser@mwso.edu> 

COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES AND COMMERCIAL 
SALES & EXHIBITS: L\Tin Lombard, 790 Ridgecrest Dr., Colfax, 
CA 95713. For information on convention entries or sales room, 
contact L\rin Lombard, Email <hiui^niml@A\-oridiieutLiiet> 
CONVENTION AWARDS: Send suggestions to: Elmer 
Godeny, 3527 Windsor Ct., Mays Landing, NJ 08550. 
Email <ekgprofl@comcast.net>. Send contributions to 
AVSA, 2575 North St., Beaumont, TX 77702. 
CONVENTION PROGRAM: Send special requests for workshop 
programs or interesting speakers to Kathy Lahti, Convention 
Director, 4157 Oliver Ave. N.W., Annandale, MN 55302, 
Email <lahti@lakedalelink.net> If interested in sponsoring a 
national convention in your area, contact Convention Director. 
FUTURE CONVENTION DATES: Albuquerque, NM. May 
29-June 5, 2016. 

JUDGE’S DUPLICATE CARD: Send self-addressed stamped 
envelope to Bill Foster, 3610 Gray Dr., Mesquite, TX 75150. 
JUDGING SCHOOL: To register a judging school, send 
request to Ruth Loomis, Email <rathloomis@msn. com>. A 
registration fee of S15 is required. 

MASTER VARIETY LIST: 

MVL SUPPLEMENTS: Download from AVSA website, or 
order from AVSA office for $2.00. Orders in writing only. 
Send any correction and/or description of new cultivars 
with hybridizer’s name to: Joe Bruns, 1220 Stratford Lane, 
Hanover Park, IL 50130. 

MEMBERSHIP CARDS: Sent to Associate Members. 
Renewing members receive card on white protective cover of 
AVM. 

OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE: AVSA Secretary, Maty 
Corondan, 434 Plumwood Way, Fairview, TX 75069. Email 
<mcorondan@yahoo.com> 

PLANT REGISTRATION: Joe Bruns, 1220 Stratford Ln., 
Hanover Park, IL 60203-2667. Email <jbruns@qwip.net>. 
RESEARCH: Send suggested projects for scientific research or 
names of interested, qualified, potential research personnel to 
Dr. Jeff Smith, 3014 W. Amherst Rd., Muncie, IN 47304. 


SHOW SCHEDULE APPROVER: For information on 
Show's, AVSA Awards, and Approving Schedules write 
to: Meredith Hall, P. 0. Box 370, Marlin, TX 76661. 
Email <m.halI@reaean.com>. Do not send Show 
Schedules by Email - this address is for information 
ONLY. 

NEW PRICES FOR AVSA ROSETTES, EFFECTIVE 
JANUARY 1, 2012: SSA Packet with no rosettes $5.00. 
Orders for rosettes must be specific as to which is needed- 
standard, species, mini-semi, they may be mixed, color and 
size all same price. All rosettes are $5.00 each added to 
price of SSA packet. 

AFRICAN VIOLET MAGAZINE INFORMATION 

MAGAZINE: Copyrighted 2007, The African Violet Society of 
America, Inc., all nghts reserved. Reproduction, in wliole or in 
part, in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
without permission is prohibited. All articles are property of 
AVSA and must not be reprinted without Editor’s permission. 
AVM EDITOR: Ruth Rumsey, 2575 North Street, Beaumont, 
TX 77702; 409-839-4725; FAX 409-839-4329. Email 
<mimsey@earthlink.net>. 

ARTICLES BY MEMBERS, COLUMNISTS AND MEMORI¬ 
ALS: Send to Editor. 

Please Note: Deadlines - Articles and Columnists: Jan. 
issue - Oct. 1; Mar. issue - Dec. 1; May issue - Feb. 1; July 
issue - Apr 1; Sept, issue - June 1; Nov. issue - Aug. 1. 
COMING EVENTS: Send to Editor. 

Coming Events Deadlines: - Jan. issue - Nov. 1; Mar. 
issue - Jan. 1; May issue - Mar. 1; July issue - May 1; Sept, 
issue - July 1; Nov. issue - Sept. 1. 

ADVERTISING MANAGER: Advertising rates and informa¬ 
tion: Cindi Nofziger, 1035 Lakew'ood Dr., Albany, OR 97321. 
Email <ccnofciger@comcast.net> (Ad rates on web site: 
AVSA.org) (541) 926-8116. 

ADVERTISING DEADLINES: Jan/Feb. issue - Nov. 1; 
Mar/Apr. issue - Jan. 1; May/June issue - Mar. 1; July/Aug. issue 
- May 1; Sept./Oct. issue - July 1; Nov./Dec. issue - Sept. 1. 
BACK ISSUES: Complete your set now'. Request price list of 
available issues from Beaumont office. Send SASE for list. 
BEST VARIETIES: HONOR ROLL COMPILER John Carter, 
1825 W. Lincoln St., Broken Arrow', OK 74012-8509. 
BOOSTER FUND: Send contributions to AVSA, 2375 North 
St., Beaumont, TX 77702. 

BOYCE EDENS RESEARCH FUND: Send contributions 
to AVSA, 2375 North St., Beaumont, TX 77702. 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE FUND: Send contributions to 
AVSA, 2375 North St., Beaumont, TX 77702. 

TINARI ENDOWMENT FUND: Send contributions to AVSA, 
2375 North St., Beaumont, TX 77702. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Send new address at least 30 days 
before it is to take effect, along with old address, to AVSA 
office in Beaumont. 

TALLY TIME: Susan Anderson, 4040 E. Maldonado Dr., 
Phoenix, AZ 85042. Email: <sandersonl22@cox.net>. 


The African Violet Magazine (ISSN 0002-0265) is published bi-monthly: January, March, May, July, September, November. 
Periodical postage is paid by The African Violet Society of America, Inc., a non-profit organization, 
at 2375 North Street, Beaumont, TX 77702 and at additional mailing offices. 

Subscription $35.00 per year which is included in membership dues. • Copyright 2009 The African Violet Society of America, Inc. 
POSTMASTER: Please send change of address form 3579 to African Violet Magazine, 2375 North Street, Beaumont, TX 77702 
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President’s Message 32 scimitar Point n.w. 

By Winston J. Goretsky, President Calgary, Alberta T3L 2B2 Canada 


It has been so encouraging to see 
and hear about the many autumn 
activities that take place around sales, 
shows, and regional conventions. Until 
I attended a few September/October 
events, 1 really only thought that 
spring was the time for African Violets. 

Well, I was happily mistaken and will 
now do my best to attend a Fall show 
as often as possible. 

As you read this message, I will have just 
returned from a three-week trip to China. I was 
invited by the Guangxi Institute of Botany to be 
part of an expedition to observe various field 
Gesneriaceae in their natural habitat throughout 
China. It is my hope that AVSA may be able to 
share in furthering interest in the research and 
conservation efforts of Gesneriads in China. As 
the African violet ( Saintpaulia ) is part of the 
Gesneriad family, it shares common growing 
conditions with many of the other Gesneriads. 
Sometimes they are called “cousins” or "relatives" 
of the African violet. 

If you’ve never tried to grow any of the 
Gesneriads, besides African violets, I would 
encourage you to try and grow a few. They are 
quite intriguing and fun to grow. They make good 
companions on the window sill or under your 
lights along with your violets. 

Christmas is not too far away, and what better 
gift to buy for that “difficult to please" friend, than 
an AVSA Membership or Calendar? There are 
many other ideas that might catch your interest 
on the website, so don’t delay, get your orders 
placed so that you won’t be disappointed. The 
good thing about an AVSA Membership is that 
you can purchase it as a gift for someone at any 
time and makes the PERFECT last minute gift for 
that someone you might have forgotten about. 

Sponsoring a monetary award for the 2016 
Convention is also a great idea. You can do this to 


recognize an individual, to offer a prize 
in someone's honor or memory, to 
reward a certain category or specific 
variety, or just contribute in a general 
way to the fun and excitement of 
rewarding the efforts of the exhibitors 
who work so hard to get their plants 
and designs to the show. Let’s help 
make it all worthwhile. 

Early January is when Registration 
begins for the 2016 Convention and Show. Keep 
an eye out for information and articles in the 
magazine, so that you can learn more about what 
to expect and also to plan your activities through¬ 
out the week. The hosts and planning committees 
are hard at work, preparing a great time for all to 
be had in Albuquerque, NM, this coming spring. 
If you already have an AVSA 2016 Calendar, the 
dates will be marked for you. Plan to attend and 
encourage a few of your local members to 
attend as well. It’s always more fun to attend if 
you can share in the enjoyment with others 
from home. If you’ve never attended a conven¬ 
tion before, then I would highly recommend the 
experience. I will look forward to greeting you, 
and hope to get acquainted with you at your 
first convention. 

As the year draws nearer to a close, I would 
like to personally thank all of you, whose 
membership in this great society, make this 
organization such a wonderful place to belong. I 
would also like to wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and hope that you and your families 
can share a special time of happiness together 
during the holiday season. 

Blessings and warm wishes. 
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or’s Notes 

By Ruth Rumsey, AVM Editor 


2375 North Street • Beaumont, TX 77702 
Email: rrumsey@earthlink.net 


I know you'll enjoy Sayeh 
Beheshti’s article on Wasps and 
Bnstlebacks, page 39 in this issue. As 
many of you know, Sayeh is a very tal¬ 
ented writer, and Editor of the AVS of 
Canada's popular magazine, Chatter. 

I’ve had a few brief phone calls this 
week, asking me if I grow African vio¬ 
lets. I told each of them, “Of course I 
do!" I have for years, and 1 do it because 
I love plants. I have no intension of en¬ 
tering a show, but I do enjoy the plants. 

In my office there are several deep windows, 
with a wonderful northern exposure facing the 
street and deep, wide windowsills. The plants I 
grow are quite happy there. 

This is not a color page, but here are a few 
snapshots of some of my plants. 

This \sStreptocarpas ‘Radar’s Ruthie,' a gift from 
my dear friend Ray Pittman, 
and named after Ruth Goeke 
and I. What an honor! 








Radar’s Ruthie 


Looking out 
the window. 

This is my little “No-Name" 
a plant that is never out of ill 
bloom. My No-Name. 

I am also a dedicated outdoor gardener. Joining 
the recent interest in Fairy Gardens, some of my 
grandkids and I have turned my largest 
flowerbed, and a fern bed, into Fairy Gardens. It’s 
a lot of fun, and the craft and hobby stores carry 
the fairies, gnomes, etc., that are needed. Imagi¬ 
nation also helps! 

Thank you, to my very wise and creative friend, 
Ruth Coulson of Australia, for allowing me to 




reprint from her E-Newsletter, The 
African Violet Way. So many AVSA 
members have let me know how much 
they enjoy Ruth’s articles, as do I. 

I’ve heard many positive comments 
Y about the wonderful article, 'Growing 
Up With Violets,’ by AVSA Member 
Martha Durrett, which ran in the 
' July/August AVM. Martha mentioned 

A losing the last plant her mother gave 
to her, 'Happy Harold ,’ and her 
disappointment in not being able to 
replace it. Another member, Nancy Squillacioti, 
emailed the office this morning, wanting to contact 
Martha, as she had a ‘Happy Harold’ for her! It’s 
great to belong to an organization where members 
support other members, even those they don’t 
know! 

As always, I appeal to you to write an article 
for this publication. Share your growing tips and 
experiences. Were there African violets in your 
life when you were growing up? How were you 
introduced to these wonderful plants? Do your 
methods vary from the standard “tried & tine” 
growing methods? If so, please let us know! 

Here are a couple of new 
products that may interest you, 
from The Handy Camel, 

(www.thehandycamel.com). If 
carrying or storing an open bag ^ ir , . 
of potting soil, the Bag Clips will 
come in handy. They come 
in two sizes, and really, work. T ^ ie Han 4y Camels 
Amy tested the large one on a large bag of soil, and 

I tested the smaller one. 

Another product, by 
the same innovative 
people is the Renegade 
Broom. The bristles on 
this broom are sturdy, 
and curved, and made 
for big messes. 




Renegade Broom 


4 African Violet Magazine 


November • December 2015 































Office Update 

By Amy Carruth, AVSA Office Manager 


2375 North Street • Beaumont, TX 77702 
Email: avsa@earthlink.net 


1 hope everyone enjoyed their sum¬ 
mer! We are all now getting into the 
busy time of the year. 

For those of you that are planning 
on attending the AVSA Convention 
and Show in Albuquerque, NM, May 
29 - June 5, 2016, registration infor¬ 
mation should be published on the 
website after the first of the year. If you 
do not have access to a computer, 
please call the office, and I will mail 
you a packet. I am looking forward to 
seeing all of you there! 

To login to the members section of the 
website: 

The username: member 
The password: the last word of the Presi¬ 
dent’s column in the current issue. 

Please email the office avsa@earthlink.net or 
call (844)-400-2872 if you have any questions. 

Change in Society Donations: If you, or your 
club, would like to make a donation to the Booster 
Fund, Building Maintenance Fund, Boyce Edens 
Research Fund, or the Tinari Endowment Fund, 


please mail vour donations to the 

AVSA Office. AVSA. 2375 North 

Street. Beaumont. TX 77702. instead 

of the listed Chairman. Please make 
notefor whichfund, and any special 
requests. 

AVSA Convention Awards: 

Please send all your donations to the 
AVSA office, AVSA, 2375 North Street, 
Beaumont, TX 77702. Send all your 
suggestions to Elmer Godeny, 3527 
Windsor Ct, Mays Landing, NJ 08330, 
or to ekgprofl@comcast.net. You can find the 
award/donation form on the AVSA website: 
http://avsa.org/conventions-2016. 

Attention Affiliates: Please make sure that 
your club’s information is up to date with the 
AVSA office and with our affiliate chair, Mel Grice. 
You can email any changes to avsa@earthlink.net 
and to melsgrice@earthlink.net. The Affiliate Lia¬ 
bility Insurance Renewals will be mailed out later 
this month, and it is very important we have the 
correct information. If your President does not 
receive a notice by the end of November, 
please contact the office as soon as possible. 



DONATIONS: 

Please send any and all donations, 
including AVSA Convention Awards 
to the AVSA office: 

AVSA 

2375 North Street 
Beaumont, TX 77702 

along with any information needed for the donations. 
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Carnival Confetti 

Exhibited and Hybridized by-. Paul Sorano 
Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses 
Standard 


Photo Credit: Winston Goretsky 
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Rob's 

Galiwinku 

Exhibited by: 
Glenda Williams 
Hybridized by: 
R. Robinson 
Semiminiature Trailer 



Photo Credit : Winston J. Goretsky 



Jolly 

Diamond 

Exhibited by: Jan Davidson 
Hybridized by: H. Pittman 
Miniature 


Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 
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3015 Timmy Ave. • Clovis, CA 93612 
Email: sueh@csufresno.edu • hafT.sue2@gmail.com 


Question Box 

By Sue Haffher 


This month’s column is going to take 
a slightly different angle. I was recently 
asked a series of questions about 
hybridizing programs using the species 
African violets. Which species might 
contribute which kind of traits to off¬ 
spring, which plants had been used, and 
other types of related questions. While 
this could make a fine article by itself, 

I’m going to use the Q and A format of the column 
to hopefully stimulate hybridizers to try more 
work with the species. I’ll be using the “new" 
AVSA species registration names, but I think those 
who are more familiar with the older names won’t 
have much trouble following the questions and 
answers. 

Q: Can the species give any otherJlower color 
besides blue? 

A: All of the species have blue flowers of some 
shade or another. Since “blue" is a genetic domi¬ 
nant, this color will dominate in the FI offspring. 
Only by crossing back to a hybrid parent with non¬ 
blue flowers or crossing two FI plants together will 
you be able to introduce some other flower color 
besides blue. 

Q: How do 1 work with the single dropping 
Jlowers of the species? 

A: The best way to way to eliminate the single 
dropping flowers of the species is to use a double 
or semi-double hybrid African violet as one of the 
parents. Semi-double plants usually have better 
pollen, but you can sometimes get good pollen 
from a double flowered plant. Single non-dropping 
flowers could also be used. Since a double flower in 
its various forms is usually a genetic dominant, a 
good percentage of your FI species hybrids should 
have flowers that don’t drop off. 

Q: I like the foliage ofS. 5h. cl. velutina. Does 
this species make a good parent and does it pass 
on the hairy foliage to the offspring] 

A: Several hybridizers including Jimmy Dates of 
the bustled foliage plants and others have used this 


species. The hairy foliage trait does 
transmit to offspring fairly well. 1 would 
consider the foliage to be a dominant 
genetic trait. The number of hairs is 
variable and seems to decline the 
further in generations you get from the 
original species. A nice secondary 
feature is that the red leaf backing 
pigment, another dominant trait, often 
travels together with the hairs and gives nice leaf 
features to the offspring. 

One caution on using S. 5h. cl. velutina-. the 
flowers are small and are on thin pedicles and 
peduncles (the bloom stalks). This trait often 
carries through on the FI offspring, and the plants 
are unable to support large or heavy flowers above 
the foliage. These thin pedicles and peduncles seem 
to work as a genetic dominant and can be 
challenging to breed out of the offspring. 

Q: S. 5f. cl. orbicularis also has thin pedicles 
and peduncles. Will using this species in a cross 
give offspring that have a problem in holding up 
theflowers? 

A: Unfortunately, that was my experience in 
using S. 5f. cl. orbicularis. The FI plants were 
interesting, and I used a hybrid with geneva edges 
and had that trait expressed in about half the 
offspring. Unfortunately, not a single FI plant had 
flowers that were held above the foliage. I would 
guess that any species violet with thin or wiry 
pedicles and peduncles will pass on this trait to the 
FI offspring and should probably be excluded from 
your hybridizing program. 

Q: Can S. 3. cl. shumensis be usedfor hybridiz¬ 
ing small or miniature plants? 

A: One of the hallmarks of this species is that it 
tends to self-pollinate easily and set seed pods 
without any outside efforts. Therefore, I would 
suggest using this plant as a pollen parent to help 
guarantee the parentage of the seeds. This species 
has been reported to be somewhat “resistant" to 
pollination by other species, but I’ve not seen any 
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reports on difficulties in using it as a pollen parent. 
You may have to make many attempts to get a 
successful seed set. I would also suggest pollinat¬ 
ing under a dome so that the higher humidity can 
encourage the growth of the pollen tubes. 

This species should be able to contribute to 
small plant size. The strawberry foliage type (dots 
of single long hairs against a shiny leaf surface) 
should also come through as a dominant trait. This 
could allow you to create a number of interesting 
smaller growing hybrids with shiny foliage. 

Q: What kind of plants might one develop 
starting with S. 8. rupicola? 

A: The Cha Simba or Chasimba clone of this 
species would make a veiy good starting point for 
a hybrid that has multiple crown growth habit. 
This species also likes warmer growing conditions 
and should be an excellent starting point for plants 
in warmer growing conditions or climates. The 
pedicles and peduncles have good diameter and 
should be able to support larger flowers well above 
the foliage. Choose your hybrid parent carefully 
and look for one with strong pedicles and pedun¬ 
cles to encourage this trait in the offspring. The 
multi-crown growth habit will likely dominate, 
giving a hybrid with a higher number of growing 
points and flowers. The rupicola clones, in general, 


are all from warmer growing areas, and any would 
make an excellent starting plant for hybrids for 
warm growing conditions. 

Q: Some species such as S. 5dl. cl. tongwensis 
have leaves that change color between day and 
night. Can this trait be passed on to offspring? 

A: I have not seen any hybrids from this 
species, so I'm not sure if this trait can be passed 
on or not. I would suggest trying to breed for the 
leaf color change and see what happens. You may 
need to cross to the F2 generation to allow this trait 
to become visible in the offspring. This would be a 
very interesting cross to try, and I hope someone 
will make the effort. 

Q: What has been your experience with trailing 
growth habit using the species? 

A: My own experience has been that it has 
been easier to get trailing offspring using the 
species than it is to get this trait from the trailing 
hybrid plants. One plant that has worked particu¬ 
larly well for me is S. 5b. cl. grotei Mather No. 21. 
This species clone has very long intemodes (spaces 
between the leaves) and produced good trailing 
habit in the FI generation even when crossed with 
a rosette hybrid plant. Crossing this species to a 
hybrid with trailing growth form should result in 
100% trailing offspring. 


AVSA - Building Maintenance Fund 

Susan Hapner - Chairman 

35 Ridge Point Dr. - Chesterfield, MO 63017 

Building Maintenance Fund 1 April 2015 to 31 May 2015 

TOTALS $255.00 

fVi Thumbprint 

Joyce Williams 

Alice Inlow 

Kathleen Hartley 

^ Lenore DeVine 


Metro St. Louis AVC 

Two Tone 

Susan Hapner 

<fjp§ First Austin AV/Texas 

In memory of myfriend andjudge's 

In memory of Frances Young 

Co-chairfor many years 

Columbus AV Society/ Ohio 

Joan Wilson 

Spring Branch AVC/Texas 

Marion Hamtil 


Robert McMeel 

gfe Multi Color 

Norma Kunzel 

C-lP John Novak 
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Newark, Delaware 19702 


Email : mary @maryschaeffer.com 


Let There Be Light 


I have a confession to make. 

When I read the articles about light¬ 
ing and different spectrums, my eyes 
start to glaze over. So, when 
Stephanie Griffith told me her hus¬ 
band, Mark, was going to do an 
experiment with T-12s, T-8s and T-5s, 

1 was veiy, very' interested. His re¬ 
search would make a great talk for 
our chapter and possibly form the 
basis for an article for AVSA. 

All I really want to know is how long I should 
leave my lights on. Like many of you, 1 grow some 
of my plants under lights. However, I’ve had 
mixed success growing under lights. Taking the 
information Mark provided (and I’m about to share 
with you) I was able to improve those areas where 
my plants were not thriving. 



produce 4,800 foot candles of light. 

Mark is currently growing violets 
at approximately 5,200 foot candles. 
It is increased at the time for shows 
to 6,400. 

Ambient light is the normal light 
in the room. This will vary' tremen¬ 
dously depending on the size of your 
windows, trees in front of them, time 
of the year, etc. He says that as a rule 
of thumb, you can expect about 240 light candles 
per day. 

So, if the meter reads 400 and you leave your 
lights on for twelve hours, you’d have 4,800 foot 
candles from the light stand plus 240 for your 
ambient light, for a total of 5,020 light candles. In 
this light, your plants should do well. 


Some Light Basics 

He identified five factors that matter when 
considering how much light your plant is getting. 
They include: 

• Type of fixture (T-12, T-8, T-5) 

• Number of tubes 

• Distance from the plant 

• Hours the fixture is turned on 

• Amount of ambient light in the room 

He also shared with the group that he had 
bought a light meter for $15 on Amazon.com. The 
Griffiths also donated the meter to our chapter so 
others could try it out. Foot candle is the measure¬ 
ment of light, based on the first three items in the 
list above. So, if you measure your light using the 
meter, and it shows 400, then you will produce 
4,000 foot candles if you leave the lights on for 
ten hours. To that, you must add the amount of 
ambient light in the room to figure out how much 
total light your plants are getting. If you leave the 
lights on for twelve hours, your light stand will 


Using the Meter 

Mark recommended that the club members bor¬ 
row the meter and measure their own situation. 
One of our best growers and frequent Best-in- 
Show winners, Bobbie Lafashia, was among the 
first to borrow it. 

She reported that her lighting was not always 
what she expected and intended to buy one of the 
meters for herself. “Great,” I thought, “now the rest 
of us are in real trouble.” 

My Light Situation 

I grow many plants on a T-8 light stand that 
does a fabulous job with my kohlerias and some of 
my sirningias. On the other hand, it burned all my 
violet babies that I so lovingly put on the stand 
when it was new. I also grow the majority of my 
violets in my sunroom in natural light. Eventually, 
as you can probably guess, I started looking for 
more space to house my ever-expanding 
collection. 

I’ve already taken over most of the windows in 
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the house and was determined not to take any 
more space for plants. I eyed the tables in the sun 
room that line the two windowed walls. My hus¬ 
band hung light fixtures under the table tops. I put 
boot trays on the floor and draped the table tops 
with plastic to increase humidity and keep the 
plants a tiny bit warmer in the winter. I thought I 
had all angles covered. Yet, the plants barely 
stayed alive under there and none bloomed. 


To be honest, I’m not sure the foil helps much - 
but it costs next to nothing to do, and the way the 
room is set up it is not visible. After only a few 
short weeks, the difference was quite visible. Now, 
under the table, the plants are lush and 1 have 
sinningias, kohleria, streptocarpus, achimenes, 
and of course, violets blooming. The accompany¬ 
ing pictures were taken less than three months 
after making the changes. 



#/ under the table 1 July 2015 


When I took the meter home, it didn't take long 
to see why the plants under the table weren't doing 
well. First, there was virtually no ambient light 
under there, and given the length of time the lights 
were on, the plants were getting only a little over 
3,000 foot candles of light. We hung tin foil at the 
back of the table and increased the time the lights 
were on under there by three hours. 



#2 under the table 2 


Mark Griffith’s Readings 

Mark also shared a chart (shown below) with 
the group, showing the number of foot-candles, 
based on the type of fixture and the distance from 
the fixture to the top of the plant. He developed the 
data using two-lamp shop fixtures: one warm, one 
cool. You can use this as an estimate if you don’t 
have a light meter. Don't forget to add in your 
ambient lighting. 


Numbers of Foot Candles 
Distance from the Fixture to the 
Top of the Plant 


Type of 
Fixture 

T-12 

4 inches 

450 

6 inches 

300 

10 inches 

190 

T-8 

630 

500 

300 

T-5 

650 

520 

230 


Notice how the light dissipates at the ten-inch 
distance when using T-5s. He also noted that by 
switching from T-12 to the newer, cheaper, more 
environmentally friendly fixtures, you could reduce 
the number of hours 20% to 30%. 

Concluding Thoughts 

By making sure your plants get an adequate 
amount of light, you will be well on your way to 
growing beautiful plants. The data shown above 
provides growers with the guidelines needed to 
achieve that goal. 
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jstration Report 

By Joe Bruns 


1220 Stratford Lane • Hanover Park, IL 60133 

Email: jbruns@qwip.net 


Janet Stromborg - Denmark, W1 

‘Allegro Autograph’ (10760) 
06/25/2015 (J. Stromborg) Semidouble 
coral-pink wavy pansy/purple fantasy. 

Dark green, heart-shaped, quilted/red 
back. Standard 

‘Allegro Bunny Ears’ (10761) 
06/25/2015 0- Stromborg) Single pale 
pink to white sticktite pansy/dark pink 
eye. Medium green, heart-shaped, glossy. 

Miniature 

‘Allegro Little Popstar’ (10762) 06/25/2015 
(J. Stromborg) Single-semidouble light pink fluted 
wavy star/dark pink eye, variable dark pink rays. 
Medium green, heart-shaped, glossy, wavy. 

Miniature 

‘Allegro Mystic Miss’ (10765) 06/25/2015 
(J. Stromborg) Semidouble medium pink wavy 
star/variable dark pink streaks, variable dark pink 
and green edge, fading to ivory as blossom 
matures. Dark green, pointed/red back. 
Miniature 

‘Allegro Paisley Pony’ (10764) 06/25/2015 
(J. Stromborg) Double medium pink pansy/variable 
lavender fantasy overlay. Medium green, heart- 
shaped, quilted, serrated. Miniature 

‘Allegro Pink Pistachio’ (10765) 
06/25/2015 (J. Stromborg) Semidouble-double 
frilled fuchsia, green, and white star/variable 
fuchsia veining. Light green, heart-shaped, wavy, 
serrated. Semiminiature 



Michiya Akuzawa - Tokyo, Japan 
‘Mezame’ (10768) 07/16/2015 (M. 
Akuzawa) Single chimera white-light 
blue sticktite star/dark blue stripe. 
Medium green, plain, pointed. Standard 


Belinda Thibodeaux - Patterson, LA 
‘Cajun’s Intense Suspense’ 

(10769) 07/18/2015 (B. Thibodeaux) 
Semidouble-double chimera pink frilled star/pur¬ 
ple-streaked stripe, raspberry sparkle edge. 
Variegated dark green, cream and pink, heart- 
shaped, serrated/red back. Standard 

‘Cajun’s Love’s Verse’ (10770) 07/18/2015 
(B. Thibodeaux) Single-semidouble pink two-tone 
ruffled pansy/raspberry sparkle edge. Variegated 
medium green, cream and pink, quilted. Standard 
‘Cajun’s Two to Tango’ (10771) 
07/18/2015 (B. Thibodeaux) Single-semidouble 
lavender two-tone pansy/darker top petals. 
Variegated medium green and white, pointed, 
quilted Standard 


Dogan Uygun - Izmir, Turkey 

‘M. Giilpembe’ (10772) 07/29/2015 (D. 
Uygun) Double pink pansy/blue fantasy. Light 
green, quilted. Miniature 


‘Allegro So Innocent’ (10766) 06/25/2015 
(J. Stromborg) Single-semidouble white frilled 
pansy/ variable pale pink tinge. Medium green, 
pointed, glossy, serrated. Miniature 

• •••• 

Hiroko Endo - Chiba City, Japan 

‘Misao’ (10767) 07/01/2015 (H. Endo/M. 
Ito) Single chimera white cupped sticktite 
star/purple stripe, green edge. Dark green, wavy. 

Standard 


Dmitry Ozherelyev - Moscow, Russia 

‘N-Adam’ (10773) 07/30/2015 (D. Ozhere- 
lyev/N. Berdnikova) Double light blue star/light 
green edge. Dark green, serrated. Miniature 
‘N-Kaprizulia’ (10774) 07/30/2015 (D. 
Ozherelyev/N. Berdnikova) Single fuchsia-purple 
two-tone sticktite frilled pansy/white eye, green 
edge on top petals. Variegated light green and 
white, plain. Semiminiature 

‘N-Podsnezhnik’ (10775) 07/30/2015 (D. 
Ozherelyev/N. Berdnikova) Single white sticktite 
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bell/variable pink blush; green edge. Variegated 
light-medium green and white, plain, glossy. 

Semiminiature 

‘N-Snezhnyi Georgin’ (10776) 07/30/2015 
(D. Ozherelyev/N. Berdnikova) Double white/wide 
green edge. Light-medium green, plain, serrated. 

Miniature 

‘PT-Dar’ia’ (10777) 07/30/2015 (D. Ozhere- 
lyev/T. Pugacheva) Single-semidouble dark coral 
niffled star/dark blue fantasy. Dark green, quilted, 
slightly ruffled/red back. Standard 

'PT-Iunaia Pastushka’ (10778) 07/30/2015 
(D. Ozherelyev/T. Pugacheva) Single-semidouble 
white ruffled star/blue-fantasied pink patches. 
Medium green, plain, pebbled. Standard 

‘PT-Nebesnyi Shater’ (10779) 07/30/2015 
(D. Ozherelyev/T. Pugacheva) Single-semidou¬ 
ble light blue large star/white eye, variable 
white edge. Medium green, quilted, serrated. 
Standard 

‘PT-Sumerechnaia Zvezda’ (10780) 
07/30/2015 (D. Ozherelyev/T. Pugacheva) 
Single-semidouble lavender large star/ruffled 
purple edge. Dark green, pebbled/red back. 

Standard 

‘RM-Den’ Angela’ (10781) 07/30/2015 (D. 
Ozherelyev/N. Skorniakova) Double white ruffled 
star/ yellow-tinged eye, variable pink blush. Light 
green, wavy. Standard 

‘RM-Izabella’ (10782) 07/30/2015 (D. 
Ozherelyev/N. Skorniakova) Semidouble-double 
white ruffled star/purple-fantasied fuchsia patches. 
Medium green, plain. Standard 

‘RM-Sirenevoe Ocharovanie’ (10783) 
07/30/2015 (D. Ozherelyev/N. Skorniakova) 
Single-semidouble pink star/ruffled raspberry 
sparkle edge. Dark green, serrated/red back. 
Standard 

‘RM-Volshebnoe Rozhdestvo’ (10784) 
07/30/2015 (D. Ozherelyev/N. Skorniakova) 
Semidouble-double white wavy star/blue-fantasied 
dark pink patches. Medium green, plain, quilted. 

Standard 


Stanley Ko - Shatin, NT, Hong Kong 

‘Ko’s Ballet Dancer’ (10785) 07/31/2015 (S. 
Ko) Semidouble chimera white star/fuchsia stripe, 
heavily ruffled green edge. Variegated medium 
green and cream, quilted. Standard 

‘Ko’s Cheerleader’ (10786) 07/31/2015 (S. 
Ko) Single chimera fuchsia frilled sticktite 
star/white stripe. Variegated medium green and 
cream, quilted. Standard 

‘Ko’s Double Haven’ (10787) 07/31/2015 (S. 
Ko) Semidouble chimera purple frilled pansy/white 
stripe. Variegated medium green and white, 
quilted, wavy, serrated. Standard 

‘Ko’s Glee’ (10788) 07/31/2015 (S. Ko) Semi¬ 
double chimera fuchsia pansy/white stripe, heav¬ 
ily ruffled green edge. Variegated medium green 
and cream, quilted, wavy. Standard 

‘Ko’s Hilarity’ (10789) 07/31/2015 (S. Ko) 
Single chimera dark fuchsia sticktite wavy ruffled 
pansy/white stripe. Variegated medium green and 
cream, quilted. Standard 

‘Ko’s Lil Foy’ (10790) 07/31/2015 (S. Ko) 
Semidouble chimera purple pansy/white stripe. 
Variegated medium green and white, quilted, 
wavy, serrated. Semiminiature 

‘Ko’s Love Serenade’ (10791) 07/31/2015 
(S. Ko) Single-semidouble white ruffled star/vari¬ 
able pink edge. Medium green, heart-shaped, 
quilted, wavy. Standard 

‘Ko’s Mandarin Gown’ (10792) 07/31/2015 
(S. Ko) Single chimera red sticktite pansy/white 
stripe. Medium green, plain, serrated. Standard 
‘Ko’s Merriment’ (10793) 07/31/2015 (S. 
Ko) Single chimera fuchsia cupped sticktite 
pansy/white stripe, ruffled green edge. Variegated 
medium green and cream, wavy. Standard 


REGISTRATION CHANGE 

The following has been changed by the Plant 
Registration & Master Plant List Committee: 

‘Jersey Blue Moonlight’ (10735) - Change 
from double to semidouble. 
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Photo Credit: Winston Goretsky 


Windsome 

Exhibited by: Kathy Lahti 
Hybridized by: H. Pittman 
Miniature 
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LCs 

Raspberry 

Whisper 

Exhibited and Hybridized by: 

Lynn Canning 
Standard 



Photo Credit : Winston J. Goretsky 



Sinningia 
‘Ozark 
Sentimental 
Journey ' 

Exhibited by: Dale Martens 
Hybridized by: D. Harris 


Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 
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Albuquerque 2016 Convention 
Specific Awards 

Elmer Godeny, AVSA Convention Awards Chair 
3527 Windsor Ct., Mays Landing, NJ 08330 • Email: ekgprof@comcast.net 


We wish you a fun and exciting trip to the 2016 
AVSA Convention in Albuquerque, NM where you 
will enjoy “The Land of Enchantment with Violets". 
Here is the list of Specific Variety and Collection 
Aw'ards donated so far for the 2016 convention 
show. The awards that w'e give are important 
because they encourage people to show their plants 
and they serve as a reward for their hard work. We 
would especially like to invite those w'ho are 
members residing in the New' Mexico area and 
surrounding states to talk with your club members 
and donate one or two aw'ards for this convention 
w'hich will be held in your area. All awards will be 
listed in the convention book. Many thanks go to 
those members and affiliates who make our aw'ards 
possible through their donations and w r e encourage 
each of you to consider giving an aw'ard. 

To be part of the convention effort, please 
send your awards (payable to AVSA in U.S. 
funds) to: AVSA Convention Awards, 2375 
North SL, Beaumont, TX 77702-1722 
Email: awards@avsa.org 
The deadline for listing in the Jan/Feb AVM 
Awards page is December 1, 2015. Please 
include an email address or telephone contact. 

Specific Variety Awards 

Best Concord - $100 - Kazuo Horikoshi (Japan) 
Best The Alps - $100 - Kazuo Horikoshi (Japan) 
Best Del’s Spring Blush - $50 - Violet Reflections 
Yahoo Group (IN) 

Best Lonestar Helen Mahr - $50 - Richard & 
Anne Nicholas (TX) 

Best Lonestar Twilight - $25 - Richard & Anne 
Nicholas (TX) 

Best Rodeo Country - $75 - Spring Branch AVC 
fIX) 

Best Tina (Maas) - $25 - Janet Riemer (NJ) 

Best Happy Cricket - $ 10 - Town & Country AVS 
(OH) 


Best Ozark Sinningia - $35 - David Hards (MO) 
Best Aca’s Libbie - $50 - Tom & Libbie 
Glembocki (NC) 

Best Blue Eyed Russian “EK Goluboglanzaia 
Rossiia - $25 - Starz N Streps (MI) 

Best LE Karuseln - $25 - Starz N Streps (MI) 
Best Jersey Snow Flakes - $25 - Robert 
Kurzynski (NJ) 

Best Persian Blue - $25 - Susan Hapner (MO) 
Best Buckeye Cranberry Sparkler - $100 - Pat 
Hancock (OH) 


Amateur Collection Awards 

Best Holtkamp Collection $300/coin - Holtkamp 
Greenhouses (TN) 

2nd Best Holtkamp Collection $200 - Holtkamp 
Greenhouses (TN) 

3rd Best Holtkamp Collection $100 - Holtkamp 
Greenhouses (TN) 

Best Lyon’s Greenhouse Collection $200 - Paul 
Sorano (NY) 

2nd Best Lyon’s Greenhouse Collection 
$100 - Paul Sorano (NY) 

Best Robinson Collection $200 - Ralph & Olive 
Ma Robinson (NY) 

2nd Best Robinson Collection $ 100 - Ralph & 
Olive Ma Robinson (NY) 

Best Buckeye Collection $200 - Pat Hancock 
(OH) 

2nd Best Buckeye Collection $100 - Pat Hancock 
(OH) 

Best Russian Hybrid Collection $300 - Vladimir 
& Thtiana Kalgin (Moscow, Russia) 

2nd Best Russian Hybrid Collection $200 - 
Vladimir & Thtiana Kalgin (Moscow, Russia) 

3rd Best Russian Hybrid Collection $100 - 
Vladimir & Tatiana Kalgin (Moscow, Russia) 

Best Cajun’s Collection $75 - Belinda Thibodeaux 
(LA) 
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Commercial Collection Awards 

Best Holtkamp Collection $300 - Holtkamp 
Greenhouses (TN) 

2nd Best Holtkamp Collection $200 - Holtkamp 
Greenhouses (TN) 

3rd Best Holtkamp Collection $100 - Holtkamp 
Greenhouses (TN) 


This listing has only Specific Variety and 
Collection Awards. For all current awards, go 
to www.AVSA.org. A full awards list will 
appear in the January/February AVM. 

Specific variety awards for the Albuquerque 
convention have closed. They are now being 
accepted for the 2017 AVSA Convention. 


New African Violets From Russia 


‘ N-Kaprizulia’ 

Hybridized by: N. Berdnikova 


Photo Credit : M. Nesterova 


‘RM-Izabella ’ 

Hybridized by: N. Skomiakova 
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AVSA BOOSTER FUND 

Shirley Berger • 2822 S Mainsail Dr. • Avon Park, FL 33825-6032 

Donations received March 1 - June 30, 2015 • TOTAL: $1,299.00 

(^Geneva 

Liz Dickson, Dallas, TX 

Carol Allegretti, Fort Myers, FL 

Jill G. Fischer, Berkeley Heights, NJ 

Sylvia Singh, Tiburon, CA 

Mark Grigalunas, New York, NY 

Marge Farrand, Ann Arbor, Ml 

Marion A. Hamtil, Ballwin, MO 

Caroline Storey, San Marcos, TX 

Kathleen Hanley, Sun River, OR 

Corpus Christi AVS, TX 

Judith Hess, Greendale, Wl 

Kay Leach, Morgan Hill, CA 

Ute Multi Color 

C ^ ) AVS of Greater Tulsa, OK 

Marilyn Lee, San Marcos, CA 

Elena Martinez, Miami, FL 

Jan Johnson, Southlake, DC 

F. Eleanor Mattaliano, Easley, SC 

Rebecca McMeel, Houma, LA 

s® Two Tone 

Robert McMeel, Houma, LA 

<g|jp) Bergen County AVS, NJ 

North Star African Violet Council, MN 

In memory of Joe DeSimons, 

Edna Rourke, Shelton, CT 

a long-time member 

Eileen H. Stannard, Leesville, LA 

Bergen County African Violet Society, NJ 

Elizabeth Thn, Princeton, NJ 

In lieu of speaker’sfeefor Bob Kurzynski 

Pamela Veley, Hartford, CT 

Bergen County African Violet Society, NJ 

Judy Walton, The Villages, FL 

In memory of Ruth Murphy 

John B. Warren, Newburgh, NY 

Columbus African Violet Society, OH 

Jean K. Wilson, Theresa, Wl 

Robert Kurzynski, Clifton, NJ 

Charlotte Wolfe, Ann Arbor, MI 

Frances Ratte, Centennial, CO 

AV Club of Burlington County, NJ 

To honor Nelly LeVine, 

(In lieu of judgesfeefor Judy Smith) 

agoodjriend and a great hybridizer 

AVS of Springfield, PA 

Christine R. Moore, Silverspring, MD 

(Travel expenses donated by 

Crosstown African Violet Club, Monona, WI 

Judge Susan Amao) 

Donna Mosher, Grove City, OH 

lvette Betencourt, Bathbrook, OH 

Spring Branch AV Council, Missouri City, TX 

Debra C. Black, Deland, FL 

i Christopher J. Beney, Iowa City, LA 

Carol Hixeneaugh, Green Cove, FL 

' Yury Bledny, Dnepropetrovsk, Ukraine 

Alice A. lnlow, Ballwin, MO 

Linda Garramone, Bay Shore, NY 

Kurt Jablenski, Miami Beach, FL i 

Lynda Nardone, Carver, MA 

Long Island AVS, NY 

Marvin K. Nester, Lakeland, FL 

Edith M. Martin, Cave Junction, OR 

AUene Peek, Bellevue, TX 

Metropolitan St. Louis AV Council, MO 

Patricia Miklica, San Jose, CA 

f yj Thumbprint 

Janice Murray, New York, NY 

/ r .fP African Violet Club of Morris County, NJ 

Mary E. O’Ryan, Columbus, OH 

^ In lieu of judge's travel expensesfor 

John L. Patterson, Hagerstown, MD 

Judy Smith, Patricia K Apgar, Newton, 

Stan Raugh, Temple, PA 

New Jersey 

Janice Sorensen, Centennial, CO. 

Virginia Barthelemy, Thmpa, FL 

(In memory of Kathryn Paauwe) 

Lois Buschke, Morris Plains, NJ 

Margaret A. Califano, Latham, NY 

Suet Lai Yeung, Hong Kong, China 
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FOLIAR FEEDING 

By Maria Newhouse 


Foliar feeding is a technique of feeding plants 
by liquid fertilizer directly to their leaves. Plants are 
able to absorb essential elements through their 
leaves. The absorption takes place through their 
stomata and also through their epidermis. 

Tests have shown that foliar feeding can be 
eight to ten times more effective than soil feeding. 
Up to 90% of foliar-fed solutions can be found in 
the roots of a plant within one hour of application. 

Spraying foliage with liquid nutrients can pro¬ 
duce remarkable yields, just as spraying plants 
with a non-selective herbicide like Roundup will 
kill the plants down to the roots. The leaves are a 
very effective transport mechanism for both nutri¬ 
ents and poison. Foliar feeding is especially useful 
in delivering nutrients that don’t move from one 
part of the plant to another well. 

Phosphorous and iron are two examples of this. 
By foliar feeding, these nutrients are available to 
new growth much more quickly. Foliar feeding may 
seem to go against long-standing garden practices 
of never allowing the leaves to get wet, particularly 
on some plants like African violets or tomatoes. 


But because foliar feeding is done with a fine 
mist, and in the morning which allows leaves to 
dry, the benefits far outweigh any potential 
risks. 

Foliar feeding is not a substitute for root feeding, 
but used in conjunction with root feeding, foliar 
feeding can increase its effectiveness. By applying 
a foliar fertilizer directly to the leaf, it increases the 
activity in the leaf, at the same time increasing 
chlorophyll, and thus photosynthesis. 

1 foliar feed my African Violets and even the 
Streptocarpus in the weeks that I use a bloom 
booster. Using a fertilizer that is high in nitrogen, 
spray the underside first, then mist the top of the 
plant. Beware of powdery mildew in cold weather. 
Foliar feed when plants are reasonably warm. Our 
room temperature is usually around 64° F - 68°F 
(18°C - 20°C). Test the water by spraying it on 
your wrist to make sure it is warm when sprayed 
at a distance of about 8" - 12" (20 - 30 cm). 

From the Newsletter of the 
Early Mom AV Group, Inc. Australia 


Potting up Baby Plants 

By Ruth Coulson, From her E-Newsletter, The African Violet Way 



Here’s a thing that trips up many growers. How 
many plantlets should you pot up? 

We all know that a leaf can produce anything 
from one to twenty plantlets, or even more some¬ 
times. Should we pot them all out and grow them 
on? If not, how many is optimum? 

Like many people, when I was a new African vi¬ 
olet grower, I used to pot up lots, and lots, of the 
plantlets since I couldn't bear to see them wasted. 
The result was that I soon had far more plants than 
I could possibly handle. Now, I think that potting out 


just three of the abundance that is available is best - 
one to grow, one for backup, and one to give away. 

Even that is sometimes too many. Unless there 
is a good reason for it, I don’t pot up more. What 
good reasons? Well, some African violets, fan¬ 
tasies in particular, don’t always reproduce true to 
their description. In that case, I like to maximize 
my chances by potting up more. Another reason 
might be if it is a new variety, and I know a lot of 
people would like to grow it. Otherwise, I try to 
limit my enthusiasm! 
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Growing Ann - Tips and Tricks 

By Neil Lipson 



I first saw Ann on eBay when it sold for a 
whopping $157. That got my attention! The 
description on this plant is: Ann (6649) 
06/01/1987 (Betty Bryant) Double rose-pink 
frilled/two-tone center, edge. Variegated dark 
green, white, some pink, longifolia, quilted, 
cupped, glossy, ruffled. Large (TX Hyb). 

I have never seen an African violet sell for that 
much on eBay, or really anywhere else. 1 had to 
find out why, and I did after a lot of research. 1 
called Pat Hancock and got hard answers on the 
spot. Ann is difficult to grow partially because of 
the low chlorophyll level in the leaf, if you are 
lucky' enough to get a few leaves, which I did, I got 
tips from Pat on what to do to increase my chance 
of getting baby plants. 

Now, I should point out that there are other 
similar variegated violets that don’t have this 
problem, even with their low level of chlorophyll, 
but I found that increasing chlorophyll can get it 
to grow, albeit slowly. 

Her advice was spot on. I then used my back¬ 
ground to fill in the blanks to make my experiment 
as foolproof as possible. It worked. I now have a 
few babies and am nurturing them to mature into 
full-sized plants. Here is the method I used with the 
core information that Pat Hancock shared with me: 

1. Green up the mother plant (if you have one) 
with Foliage Pro. Description of this product is 
provided at the end of this article 

2. Choose the greenest leaf you can find on the 
plant and, if possible, a baby leaf. 



5. Trim off any white edges. 

4. Soak the leaf in one drop of SUPERthrive® per 
eight-ounces of rain or pure water for 8 hours. 
Do not use tap water. 

5. Blot the leaf and let it dry for one hour. 

6. Fill the bottom of a small container with pure, 
wet sphagnum (not peat) moss, place the leaf 
on top of the moss, close the container, and 
position it in the CENTER of your tray for 
maximum light. The leaf end where the roots 
will grow should have a very shallow cover of 
the sphagnum moss. 



7. Periodically open and breathe into the clear 
container, the clearer the better. Glass is best if 
you have one. Breathing into the container 
increases the carbon dioxide level, which the 
plant needs. When humans breathe out, the 
air is rich in carbon dioxide. The increase is 
substantial, about 100 times higher than the 
air they breathe in. 


20 African Violet Magazine 


November • December 2015 






















8. You want the sphagnum moss to be moist, but 
not very wet. Sphagnum moss is antiviral, 
antibacterial, and antifungal up to a point, but 
you don’t want to push it. 

9. After about a month, if you see a good root 
system, remove the cover and place Saran 
Wrap© on top of the container, which now 
allows just a little air to enter. Keep the con¬ 
tainer in the CENTER of the tray. 

10. Once you see babies, use 8 drops of Foliage 
Pro® per 16 ounces of water in a squirt bottle 
and lightly water the roots. Sprinkle a little soil 
on the roots - not too much: about 1/4 to 1/2 
inch, but be careful to not cover the entire plant. 



11. Trim away ANY rot that may have occurred on 
the mother leaf but leave healthy tissue alone. 
Keep in mind that this process of growing Ann 
takes longer than for most other violets. 
Patience is the key word here. 

12 Wait until the babies are at least the size of a 

quarter and then 
trim away more 
of the mother 
leaf. If the leaf 
has any rot on it, 
immediately trim 
that away. 

13. When the 
baby plant (s) 

have a few 

leaves about the 
size of a penny, 
you can finally cut off the mother leaf. If it is 
still healthy, you can start it fresh for more 
babies, but this can be 50/50 at this point. 


14. Repot this to the smallest pot you have, grad¬ 
ually increasing the amount of soil in the 
process. You want the roots to grow gradually 
and send the energy to the baby and not the 
roots. 

15. Slowly repot into the next size pot as it out¬ 
grows the existing pot, and NEVER overpot it. 
It's better to underpot than to overpot in this 
situation. 



Foliage Pro® is a DynaGro® product that is 
high in nitrogen. This will increase chlorophyll in 
the leaves to make them almost all green in color. 
It is a 9-3-6 fertilizer with the 9 representing the 
amount of nitrogen. While it is most effective for 
mature plants, it does work with leaves to some 
extent. This could be enough to make a difference 
as to whether the leaf survives or not. 

Included in this article are photos of the leaves 
during the rooting process. 

A last thought: It should be noted that there are 
other high-contrast, variegated violets that are 
similar to Ann, such as Tiger, which does not need 
this process to reproduce. This is the enigma of 
Ann and shows how little we know about its lack 
of reproductive qualities. She is a challenge, but 
she's definitely worth the effort. 

Also note, as shown in the photo, that the blos¬ 
soms of Ann are nothing special, so you would 
grow it with the understanding that the primary 
factor in her beauty is the foliage. 

I would like to thank Carolee Carter for her 
help, both technically and proofreading for this 
article. 

Neil Lipson is a full-time computer consult¬ 
ant. He can be reached by emailing him at 
ndlipson@gmail.com or calling 610-356-6183 
after 1 pm Eastern time. He will return your call. 
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SOCIETY AWARDS COMMITTEE 
NEEDS YOUR NOMINEES 

By Marge Savage, Awards Chairman 


We have many desewing, dedicated volunteers 
whom we would like to see nominated. This year 
Pat Hancock received the Mabel and Glenn 
Hudson Memorial Award for Excellence in Affiliate 
Leadership. As you read her presentation in the 
2015 July-August African Violet Magazine, you 
may be thinking of club members who also show 
generosity, helpfulness, and willingness in your 
own clubs. Please contact me or any of our Society 
Awards Committee members about your nominee. 
You may attach and e-mail the nomination form 
found on the website. 1 can snail mail you the 
form, gladly, if it is helpful. 

We rely upon you, our members, to inform us of 
desewing nominees, including descriptions of their 
accomplishments for these AVSA Society Awards. 
I must be receive them by November 1. 2015 

for the 2016 AVSA Convention in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. (NOTE: Nov. 1. 2015 is the cut¬ 
off date for nominations - There will be NO 
EXCEPTIONS.) Your nomination is valid for three 
years, after which you may re-nominate your 
leader. The Society Awards Committee (11) and 
the Executive Committee (6) will determine the 
recipients of these awards. PLEASE READ a brief 
list of Society Awards with their descriptions: 

Hudson Memorial Award: Provided by the 
Mabel and Glenn Hudson Memorial Fund (not 
AVSA) for excellence in affiliate (club) leadership. 
Affiliate secretaries (and other experienced officers) 
need to submit names and activities for outstand¬ 
ing leaders of clubs, affiliated with AVSA. 

Meritorious Service Award: Awarded to 
individuals for some special sewice to AVSA (a 
certificate). 

Honorary One-Year Membership: Awarded 
for outstanding contributions to AVSA. Required 
for most other recognition awards (a certificate plus 
one-year membership). 

Continuing Service Award: Awarded for con¬ 
tinued outstanding sewice to AVSA (a certificate). 


Nominee must first have received the Honorary 
One-Year Membership. 

Honorary Life Membership: Always received 
by the out-going AVSA President. Alternate years, 
rnav be awarded to a worthy nominee who has 
also been a long-time AVSA member (a certificate, 
a gold pin, an ID card). This is not to be confused 
with a “Life Membership.” (An individual can 
purchase a “Life Membership." You cannot buy an 
Honoraw Life Membership.) 

Distinguished Service Certificate: Awarded 
as the highest sewice award that AVSA may 
bestow (a certificate). Nominee must first have 
received the Honorary One-Year Membership and 
have received the Honoraw Life Membership. 

Bronze Medal for Horticultural -or- Scien¬ 
tific Achievement: AVSA's highest award for 
both scientific and/or horticultural contributions. 
The nominee is not required to be an AVSA mem¬ 
ber (a certificate and a plaque with an AVSA 
medallion). The nominee is NOT required to be 
a HYBRIDIZER, in accordance with the current 
AVSA Policies and Procedures Manual. 

Please remember, good violet folks, that confi- 
dentialiw is required. Please do not discuss your 
nomination with the person you nominate. 

Previous recipients of these Society Awards may 
be found on the website at www.avsa.org under 
Members. 

Our Society Awards Committee members (11) 
will be happy to hear from you: Doris Brownlie, 
ONT, Canada; Kevin Degner, WI; Dolores Gibbs, 
TX; Mel Grice, OH; Kathy Lahti, MN; Ruth Loomis, 
AZ; Dr. Bill Price, B.C, Canada; Leonard Re, CA; 
Edna Rourke, CT; Marge Savage, TX; and Dr. Jeff 
Smith, IN. 

Marge Savage, Chair 
Society Awards Committee 
2804 Stutz Drive • Midland, Texas 79705 

432.699.4296 • savagetom@grandecom.net 
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“And the winners are ...” 434 piumwood w ay • Fairview, tx 75 m 

By Mary J. Corondan Email: mcorondan@yahoo.com 


BURBANK AVS, MONTROSE AVS, 

AV COUNCIL OF SOUTHERN CALI¬ 
FORNIA, CA - Winners: Best AVSA 
Mini/Semi Collection: Rob’s Kitten 
Caboodle, Gum Drop, Jolly Maiden; Best 
in Show/Best Semiminiature: Rob’s Kitten 
Caboodle; Best Trailer: Rob's Wagga 
Wagga; Horticulture Sweepstakes, Gay 
Wilson. Best Standard; Ness’ Candy 
Pink; Best Species: Saintpaulia clone rupicola , 
Barbara Burde. Best Miniature: Planet Kid, 
Bernadine Poulsen. Best Gesneriad; Sinningia 
‘Deep Purple Dreaming', Joan Wood. Best Design, 
Leonard Re. 

CINCINNATI AND DAYTON AVS, OH - 
Winners: Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Celina 
Dark Velvet, Rob’s Dust Storm, Rob’s Zipper 
Zapper; Best Miniature: Ballet Blueberry Ice, 
Debbie Mclnnis. Best Species Collection: 
Saintpaulia clone rupicola, Saintpaulia 8 clone 
Cha Simba, Saintpaulia 5F clone orbicularis-, Best 
Species: Saintpaulia 5f clone orbicularis, Karen 
Cenci. Best in Show/Best Standard: Red Lion, 
Linda Lloyd. Best Semiminiature: Ness’ Crinkle 
Blue, Pat Hancock. Best Trailer: Milky Way Trail, 
Pat Gibson. Best Gesneriad: Episcia ‘Moonlight 
Valley', Penny Wichman. Best Design; Design 


Sweepstakes, Mel Grice. Horticulture 
Sweepstakes, Al Cenci. 

SOUTH COAST AVS, CA - Winners: 
Best AVSA Standard Collection: 
Marshlands, Buckeye Cranberry 

Sparkler, Buckeye Nostalgia; Best AVSA 
Mini/Semi Collection: Thunder Surprise, 
Tiptop, Jolly Coral; Best in Show/Best 
— S Semiminiature: Tiptop; Best Standard: 
Carolina Elegant Affair; Best Miniature: Precious 
Red; Best Trailer: Broadway Star TVail; Horticulture 
Sweepstakes, Leonard Re. Best Gesneriad: 
Sinningia bullata ; Best Design; Design Sweep- 
stakes, Jacquie Eisenhut. 

THIMBLE ISLAND AVS - Winners (update ): 
Best AVSA Standard Collection: Frozen in Time, 
Buckeye Cranberry Sparkler, Picasso; Best in 
Show/Best Standard: Frozen in Time; Best Species: 
Saintpaulia clone ionantha, Buzz Clem. 2nd Best 
AVSA Standard Collection: Mirror Image, Cactus 
Rose, Rhapsodie Carmen; Best AVSA Mini/Semi 
Collection: Heartbreak Kid, Grandma’s Love, Little 
Ebony; Best Semiminiature: Little Ebony; Best 
Miniature: Blue Scoundrel; Best Gesneriad: 
Sinningia ‘Vibrato Red'; Horticulture Sweepstakes, 
Dick Bower. Best Design; Design Sweepstakes, 
Charlene Boyce. 



BOYCE EDENS RESEARCH FUND 

Marlene Buck • 17235 N. 106th Avenue • Sun City, AZ 85373-1958 
Donations received from June 1,2015 - July 31, 2015 • Total: $376.00 


«&gj)Two Tone 

African Violet Society of Greater Uilsa, 
TUlsa, OK 

Caroline Storey, San Marcos, TX 


Thumbprint 

' Amethyst African Violet Club, Saint, 
Saint Louis, MO 
In memory of Carolyn Burr 
Christopher J. Beney, Iowa City, IA 
Patricia Miklica, San Jose, CA 
Marvin K. Nester, Lakeland, FL 
Suet Lai Yeung Rosetta, 

ThiWai, N.T., Hong Kong 
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WHEN IS A ‘CONCORD’ 
NOT A ‘CONCORD’? 

By Don Landek 


It all started with an email from someone that 
I had just sent a ‘Concord’ chimera African violet. 
The buyer of my plant stated that he was happy 
to get the ‘Concord’ I was selling because they 
had larger white strip sections. 1 did not really 
understand what he meant since 1 purchased my 
‘Concord’ a long time ago (a decade back) from 
Lyndon Lyon's Greenhouse. So what perception 
was the person that e-mailed me working under? 
To me, a ‘Concord' is a ‘Concord. ’ Even a begin¬ 
ning grower can pick out a ‘Concord’ from 
twenty-five yards. 

A few months later, 1 saw on eBay a chimera 
African violet. Specifically, a ‘Concord,’ for sale. 
And sure enough, the photos of what was being 
offered appeared a little skimpy on the white strip 
portion of the blooms. The blooms also looked 
smaller. 1 carefully read the text and the seller 
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‘Concord’ Standard 


described this as a ‘Concord.’ I had to have to it, 
so I placed an aggressive bid. $18 dollars later 
(too much as far as I am concerned, but I had to 
have it) I was the proud owner of this “special” 
‘Concord.’ 

Upon receipt, there were a few faded blooms. I 
had to admit the flowers were generally smaller, 
and the ratio of white to purple seemed less than 
what 1 was used to, but I had to question my judg¬ 
ment, which was probably biased by the $18.00 
I spent. Despite the fact that the flowers had 



Special Concord 


faded, there were a number of healthy bloom 
stalks. So 1 propagated them and was able to 
produce a number of new plants which bloomed 
and were true to the parent. 

As they bloomed, plant after plant (I produced 
five plants from the stalks) it did seem that the white 
strip was smaller and not as white. 1 really wanted 
to quantify the difference and compare to the regular 
'Concord' chimera I had for years. 

After some consideration, I decided to remove 
petals of each plant (Standard ‘Concord’ and 
“special” Concord), cut the white stripes off each 
petal, resulting in purple petal portions and the 
white petal portions for each of the two types of 
blooms. Then to remove any variation as to petal 
water content, 1 allowed the cut petals to dry out for 
thirty days. I then would weigh them on an 
analytical balance and be able to 1) discern by 
weight the ratio of white to purple between the two 
plants and figure out the size difference between 
the two different ‘Concord’ blooms. Considering I 
wanted to remove variability I did this over three 
bloom cycles to obtain blooms (petals). I believed 
doing this over three bloom cycles would take out 
any environmental influences which may cause 
the variation in the blooms. I ended up weighing 
sixty petals (twelve blooms) of the ‘Concord’ I had 
for years, and forty-five petals (nine blooms) of the 
“special” ‘Concord.’ The table tells the story which 
quantifies what was observed. 
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31.51% more Purple in the "varient" as compared to a standard Concord 



13.51% less White In the "varient" as compared to a standard Conoord 
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Concord Table 

The conclusion was that the ‘Concord’ I had for 
years had 13.5% bigger white stripes as compared 
to the “special" ‘Concord’ I purchased. Also the 
“special" Concord had 31.5% bigger purple stripes 



Side-by-Side 


then my ‘Concord.’ Also, as a 
footnote, the white area of the 
“special” ‘Concord’ had a 
definite purple hue in it while 
the regular ‘Concord’ 
appeared as pure solid white 
stripes. 

So when is a ‘Concord’ not 
a ‘Concord?’ I still have no idea. 
But I will continue to embrace 
my old ‘Concord’ as the stan¬ 
dard. What is interesting, is 
that as more and more people 
propagate chimeras and sell them, especially on 
eBay, and sell their plants prior to it blooming, 
having no idea, or guarantee, of what the bloom 
looks like, I would venture to guess that more 
observable variants will be seen in time and those 
variants will be accepted as the “standard." The 
result being, the original intended properties of 
bloom and foliage as was the intent of the hybridizer 
will drift off the mark. 

Special thanks to Neil Lipson’s article of 
May/June 2014 in AVM to inspire me to write 
my findings out into this article. 


Drought Effects on Water & Houseplants 

By Gail Elmore • Wichita Falls TX 


Because I’d been having unusual problems with 
some of my houseplants watered with city water, I 
read with interest our county agent, David Grafs, 
article in our local newspaper. It discussed plant issues 
related to the water quality of the Seymour Aquifer 
(our main city water source). Our local water plants 
purify our water to make it safe for human consump¬ 
tion, so that was not addressed, just effects on plants. 

Some of my houseplants, namely my African 
violets, were showing signs of being over fertilized - 
brittle foliage, tight centers. Over the past two years I’d 
tried things such as checking pH, changing fertilizers, 
eliminating fertilizer altogether, and using a faucet 
water filter. The water filter seemed to make some 
improvement, but they were still not looking good. 

My conclusion was that due to our ongoing 
drought, there were more concentrated materials 
in the water, even after it was filtered. My other 


plants seemed to be okay, so African violets may 
be more sensitive to whatever is in the water. 

Our county agent suggested that I have my water 
tested to determine the total dissolved solids (TDS) 
in the water I was using. My unfiltered city water 
had 512ppm; filtered city water A had 512ppm, 
while filtered city water B had 576ppm-, spring water 
A had 64ppm, while spring water B had 192ppm. 

My decision was to blend my city water with 
spring water A, using equal parts of each. Within a 
few weeks, my African violets were looking much, 
much better - the centers were looking normal and 
the foliage was not as tight! Even the houseplants 
that I thought weren’t affected started looking bet¬ 
ter! So, if you have any houseplants that aren’t up 
to par, you may want to alter their water source. 

From the Lone StarAV Council Newsletter 
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Part 1 


Growing Award-Winning 
African Violets 

By Thad Scaggs, Spring Hill, FL • tascaggs@gmail.com 


This method has helped me produce award- 
winning African violets many times since I started 
growing these wonderful plants. You may need to 
make adjustments according to your environment, 
but the basics should work for you as well. 

SELECTING THE VARIETY 

First, the varieties you choose can make the 
difference between just making the head table and 
winning Best in Show'. Why grow for anything less 
than Best in Show'? You w'ant a proven award¬ 
winning variety. To find them, look at the Best 
Varieties, Honor Roll, and Thlly Time lists in the 
African Violet Magazine. You are looking for easy- 
to-manage foliage that grow's with perfect, or very 
near perfect, symmetry (25 points), or form, in the 
case of trailers. Your varieties must be very good 
bloomers. Blossoms make up half the one hundred 
possible points. Quantity is the number of blos¬ 
soms (25 points); look for twenty or more blos¬ 
soms per peduncle. Size and type of blossoms (15 
points); some of the blossoms shouldn’t be the size 
of dimes with others the size of quarters. If the 
description says doubles or stars, you don’t want 
singles or pansies. Finally, color (10 points), which 
can vary somewhat with different culture, espe¬ 
cially temperature. 

But, even though normally we don’t allow our 
plants to bloom when growing to show, with mul¬ 
ticolors, fantasy, edged, etc., you need to let your 
plants bloom once to be sure they’re blooming true 
to the description, unless the description says vari¬ 
able, then that trait may or may not be present. 
That leaves condition (25 points), which comes 
from cultural perfection and final grooming. 

Species are judged using a different scale of 
points, cultural perfection (50), grooming (30) and 
quantity of bloom (20). Cultural perfection and 
condition go hand in hand. Cultural perfection is 


all the time grow'ing from leaf or baby to show 
plant. 

Condition is on the day your plant is judged. 
There are many things you can do as far as final 
grooming on the day of judging, but without cul¬ 
tural perfection throughout the growing period, 
you can’t have an award-winning African violet. 

POTTING MIX 

Start with a good potting medium. I use a 1-1-1 
mix, equal parts Pro Mix BX, coarse vermiculite 
and coarse perlite. I make six gallons at a time, two 
gallons each of the base ingredients. To that I add 
5-4 cups of charcoal, 1/2 cup blood meal, 1/2 cup 
triple super phosphate. (Triple super phosphate has 
been taken off the shelves in Florida, but it can still 
be ordered out-of-state from eBay or Amazon.) 

I have been experimenting with a new' mix. In 
addition to the above ingredients, I add one cup red 
lava sand, 1/3 cup Bio-tone Starter plus, 1/3 cup 
dry molasses and 1/4 cup Essential Minor 
Elements. 1 have added the Bio-tone to my pots 
when repotting for several years. With this new 
mix, I’ve been adding it into the mix. I mix the 
base ingredients together first, then mix all the 
lesser ingredients together, and add those to the 
base and mix well. After mixing well, 1 add a gallon 
of hot water and mix again. 1 keep my mix in a 
black trash bag inside a plastic container. The black 
prevents algae. I don’t add dolomite lime because 
the pH of our water is 7.8-7.9. Whatever mix you 
decide to use, the correct pH, 6.4-6.9 is critical to 
growing award-winning violets. 

WATER AND pH 

Since municipal water systems add chemicals to 
our water (most common is chlorine which will 
dissipate over several days), some municipalities 
are using chloramines which do not dissipate, so 1 
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add ten drops of a water conditioner for fish tanks. 
The larger pet stores are the best places I have 
found it. Just make sure it says it “removes chlorine 
and chloramines." 

I add 2-3 drops of Superthrive, 1 tsp. Physan 
20 or RD 20, 6-10 drops pH down (Cape Cod 
Violetry), depending on the pH of your water out 
of the tap. Call your municipal water service to find 
out the pH of your water. Finally, 1 add a level 1/4 
tsp. of a good, balanced fertilizer. 

I know there is debate over using urea-free or 
not. 1 have used both with similar results. Cur¬ 
rently, I’m using a 17-17-17 urea-free fertilizer be¬ 
cause I have a 25# bag for our local club. I do use 
Jack's 20-20-20 that does have urea Nitrogen for 
foliar feeding. I strongly believe there are many 
benefits to foliar feeding, but you can burn your 
plants with it, so I foliar feed once a week with 1/8 
tsp per gallon of distilled water. You may be able to 
use tap water in some areas, but in Florida, the tap 
water leaves a white residue that cannot be 
removed without bruising the leaves. 

Once you have your mix and water in the 
correct pH range, you're ready to grow. It is still a 
good idea to occasionally check the pH of the water 
that runs through an established pot. Pour distilled 
water through a potted violet as if you were leach¬ 
ing, but catch the water that runs through and 
check the pH. It should be very close, if not right 
in the target range. 

PRELIMINARIES 

Before I start potting, I have all of my tools 
clean and sterile, damp potting mix ready, and my 
potting mat covered with layers of newspaper. I 
have containers of very coarse perlite, Marathon, 
and Bio-tone Starter Plus ready to use. I also keep 
zip-lock baggies of precut wicks. I use four-ply 
nylon or acrylic yam, wet with a spreader; several 
drops of Coco-Wet, Physan 20, or dish detergent, 


works. I also have baggies of pre-cut coffee filters 
to fit the bottoms of all sizes of pots so perlite 
doesn't leak out the drainage holes. And, of course, 
plenty of clean white pots. 

REPOTTING SCHEDULE 

I have a simple schedule for potting up plants 
for show. I start with the show date then count 
back and mark each twelve weeks as a potting 
date. I count the weeks rather than calendar 
months, giving a four-week “resting period" 
between a show, and starting to pot for the next, 
but we’ll call each twelve-week period three 
months. I would choose a large-growing variety, 
so I have an 18"- 20" plant on the show date that 
should be in a 6" (or 6.5") pot. 

That means three months before the show date 
the plant would be in a 5" pot, and approximately 
15" in diameter going into the final 6" pot. And 
three months before that (six months before the 
show date), it's in a 4" pot and approximately 12" 
in diameter, going into a 5" pot. So three months 
previous, nine months before show, you have a 9" 
plant in a 3" pot going into the 4" pot. Sometimes, 
if I have a vigorous-growing variety, I’ll go from a 
Solo cup or 2" pot, to the 4" pot nine months before 
the show. Each time you move up, you’re “over- 
potting” because the result after three months gives 
you a plant in a pot approximately 1/3 the diame¬ 
ter of the plant. You should get one to two inches of 
growth the first month after potting up, and one 
inch each of the next two months. You can achieve 
this rate of growth by constantly removing imma¬ 
ture, undersize, or marred leaves, and all bloom 
stalks, during your weekly grooming. So you 
should be able to take a 6" large-growing variety to 
an 18"- 20" plant in twelve (4 week) months. 

From the Dixie News, 
Publication of the Dixie AVS 
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New Varieties from Ukraine and Russia 


LE-Freiya 

Hybridized by 
E. Lebetskaia 
Ukraine 
Standard 


Photo Credit: S. Maksimchuk 


LE-Mokhito 

Hybridized by 
E. Lebetskaia 
Ukraine 
Standard 


Photo Credit: E. Morozova 
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Photo Credit: O. Artyomova 


N-Snezhnyi 

Georgiti 

Hybridized by 


N. Berdnikova 
Russia 

Semiminiature 


RS-Annabel 

Hybridized by 
S. Repkina 
Ukraine 
Standard 


Photo Credit: O. Artyomova 
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AVSA’s BEST VARIETY 
LIST FOR 2015 

Compiled by John Carter 
1825 W Lincoln St. 

Broken Arrow, OK 74012 
bestvarieties@avsa.org 


Welcome to AVSA’s 2015 Best Variety List. 
Thank you to all who participated. 1 hope that 
as more members learn of the online submission 
procedure, we will see participation increase. 
Participation really dropped off this year. The last 
several selections made the list with only 5 
votes. You may submit your 2016 selections 
now. Any submissions received between now 
and September 1, 2016 will be included in the 
2016 report. 

Again this year, we list each of the top twenty- 
five favorites with their descriptions from AVSA's 
First Class computer data base. Now' to YOUR 
choices for the 2015 List. Read the list, read the 
descriptions, and choose your new' favorites for 
your collection. We have several changes to the list 
this year. 

Milky Way TYaU (7169) 08/01/1989 (J. Stahl) 
Single-semidouble white pansy. Medium green, 
heart-shaped, quilted. Semiminiature trailer 
Precious Red (9724) 01/15/2007 (H. 

, Pittman) Semidouble-double dark red pansy. Dark 
' green, plain/red back. Miniature 

Rob’s Boolaroo (8053) 03/05/1994 (R. 
Robinson) Semidouble light pink sticktite 
pansy/bright blue fantasy. Medium green, quilted. 
Semiminiature trailer 

Rob’s Chilly Willy (9461) 07/30/2005 (R. 
Robinson) Double silver-white star/medium blue 
overlay, edge. Crown variegated medium green 
and white, pointed. Miniature 

Orchard’s Bumble Magnet (8479) 

08/21/1996 (R. Wilson) Double pink star. Medium 
green, plain, pointed. Miniature (Western) 
Buckeye Cranberry Sparkler(8745) 

07/27/1998 (P. Hancock) Semidouble bright pink 
ruffled pansy/variable raspberry fantasy; raspberry 
edge. Variegated dark green, cream and pink, plain, 


glossy/red back. Large (DAVS 1621) 

Gleeful Elf (8761) 10/28/1998 (H. Pittman) 
Double dark blue/white edge. Dark green, plain. 
Miniature (DAVS 1512, TX Hyb) 

Irish Flirt (7577) 11/07/1991 (S. Sorano) 
Double bright green and white frilled star. Medium 
green, wavy. Semiminiature 

Marshlands (5517) 09/16/1983 (B. Sisk) 
Double pink/darker eye. Variegated dark green, 
cream, and rose, pointed. Large (DAVS 733) 
Carolina Ellegant Affair (Abplanalp) (Not 
registered) Large sdbl. to double pale pink stars, 
slight white edge. Wavy, green and w'hite varie¬ 
gated, standard foliage. Standard 

Ness’ Crinkle Blue (8136) 01/19/1995 (D. 
Ness) Double dark blue star/variable thin w'hite 
edge. Dark green, quilted, serrated/red back. Semi¬ 
miniature 

Rob’s Antique Rose (8451) 05/23/1996 
(R. Robinson) Semidouble silver-rose sticktite 
frilled pansy/darker shading, some silver-green 
tips. Dark green, pointed, glossy, serrated/red 
back. Semiminiature 

Rob’s Pink Buttercups (9706) 11/10/2006 
(R. Robinson) Semidouble pink star/darker eye. 
Crown variegated dark green, pink and beige/red 
back. Semiminiature 

Blue Dragon (9516) 12/17/2005 (Lyndon 
Lyon Greenhouses/P. Sorano) Double light blue 
large frilled star/raspberry edge. Dark green, 
plain/red back. Large 

Buckeye Seductress (9669) 07/13/2006 (P. 
Hancock) Double dark lavender star/wide white 
band, green edge. Variegated medium green and 
cream, plain. Large (DAVS 1632) 

Corkie (L. Lyon) Semidouble rose-pink star. 
Girl foliage. Miniature 

Dolores’ Royal Prince (9362) 08/16/2004 
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(D. Harrington) Semidouble purple-red 
pansy/white edge. Light green, heart-shaped, 
pointed, quilted, pebbled, scalloped/red back. 
Miniature 

Harbor Blue (6174) 02/24/1986 (T. Weber) 
Single light blue/darker eye. Dark green, plain/red 
back. Large 

Jersey Snow Flakes (9820) 12/14/200 7 (R. 
Kurzynski) Single-semidouble white pansy/white 
sparkle overlay. Variegated medium green and 
white, plain, quilted. Standard 

Jolly Frills (9907) 03/07/2008 (H. Pittman) 
Semidouble burgundy-red frilled/white edge. Var¬ 
iegated dark green and white, wavy. Semiminia¬ 
ture (DAVS 1646, TX Hyb) 

Jolly Wow (10733) 11/24/2014 (H. Pittman) 


Keeping the pH of the soil properly balanced 
in a range of 6.5 to 7 can be fairly challenging. 
Peat moss is notorious for becoming progressively 
more acid as time passes, and vermiculite can 
vary in pH. Local water can also vary on a daily 
basis. The problem can make even the most 
talented grower feel helpless. 

If pH is suspected to be causing problems, it 
should be checked. There are many meters, gadg¬ 
ets, and testing kits offered for sale. One simple 
and inexpensive method of testing pH is with 
litmus paper and a color chart. The trial plant 
must have been moist for several days before 

November • December 2015 


Single-semidouble red pansy. Dark green, plain. 
Semiminiature (TX Hyb) 

Lyon’s Red Rocket (10233) 01/27/2010 (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses) Single-semi- 
double red star/variable thin white frilled edge. 
Dark green, quilted, serrated/red back. Large 
Mini Papa (7382) 06/04/1990 (H. Pittman) 
Semidouble blue. Variegated medium green, plain. 
Semiminiature (DAVS 1297, TX Hyb) 

Ode to Beauty (7677) 02/28/1992 (G. Cox/B. 
Johnson) Semidouble medium coral star/thin 
raspberry band, white edge. Dark green, plain, 
quilted. Large 

Pixie Blue (2598) 09/16/1974 (L. Lyon) 
Single purple-blue/darker center. Plain, ovate. 
Miniature trailer 


testing. To check pH, add water to the top of the 
pot and collect the initial run-off water. Dip the 
litmus paper into the run-off and compare the 
color of the paper to the color chart. 

As time passes, the pH is likely to become 
more acid (because of the decomposition of peat). 
Aquarium suppliers sell products that are effective 
in raising or lowering pH, but these will be of 
short-term help if the potting mix is the source of 
the problem. Truly the best solution, usually, is to 
repot into fresh medium. 

From The Newsletter of the 
AVS of South Australia 
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DONATIONS: 

Please send any and all donations, 
including AVSA Convention Awards 
to the AVSA office: 

AVSA 

2375 North Street 
Beaumont, TX 77702 

along with any information needed for the donations. 

Maintaining Soil pH 

From YOU CAN Grow African Violets 

By Kent & Joyce Stork 


















Photo Credit: Winston Goretsky 


N-Podsnezhnik 

Exhibited by: Dmitry Ozherelyev 
Hybridized by: N. Berdnikova 
Standard 
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Photo Credit: Winston Goretsky 


Optimara Ontario 

Exhibited by: Ben Haning 
Hybridized by: Optimara/Holtkamp 
Standard 
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Tfiie Violet Network 

By Jennie Lawrence 


Einail : missjennae@yahoo.com 


The Violet Showcase 


I first ran across the Violet Showcase 
at a big Denver, Colorado, spring home 
and garden show. I was enchanted by 
a white African violet that was on dis¬ 
play. I resisted buying it, however, as 1 
was traveling with friends. We were 
spending the night at a motel, and it 
was still bitter cold in Laramie, 

Wyoming. (Now I would have no 
qualms about transporting it, but that 
was then. I was very new to the hobby.) 

I later started visiting the store, and it became a 
favorite place for a variety of reasons. It was close 
to Laramie, about a three-hour drive. The mer¬ 
chandise was an eclectic mix of African violets, the 
supplies necessary for their care, and canaries and 
their related supplies. 

Alas, all good things must come to an end, and 
this was true for the Violet Showcase storefront. 
Fortunately, the business continues online. While 
they do not ship either plants or birds, it is possi¬ 
ble to buy all the supplies for the care of either 
species via the Internet. 

The website is currently a work in progress. 
Nevertheless, it is easy to navigate and quite in¬ 
formative. Perhaps the most useful page is titled, 
“Growing Advice.” Nine categories are addressed 
on this page: Light, Air Temperature and Humidity, 
Pests, Watering, Repotting, Rejuvenating Your 
Violet, Fertilizers, Miniature Violets, and How to 
Start a Leaf Cutting. 

While all the sections have good, standard 
advice, some stood out. 

All of the information is geared to the beginning 
hobbyist, although it is also useful for growers with 
more experience. Much of the advice is based on 
using what is available. Using an empty margarine 
container for wick watering is clearly explained, 
even though the reader can order more traditional 



watering devices from Violet Showcase. 

The fertilizer section again stresses 
using what is available to the grower. A 
'4- v brief explanation of the three numbers 
on the package label is included, along 
with a discussion of the importance of 
the middle number, representing phos¬ 
phorus, being larger for blooming 
plants. Violet Showcase does sell and 
recommends Dyna-Gro and Jack’s 
Classic, in various formulations. 

There were very clear instructions for repotting 
plants. The Pests and Problems section covered 
the three main issues that growers eventually 
face: thrips, mealy bugs, and powdery mildew. 
Advice is given on how to use the most common 
remedies including Safer Insecticidal Soap, Neem 
Oil, Malathion, Physan 20, and the newer Phyton 
27. 

The section on bathing plants was interesting. A 
formula using vinegar, dishwashing liquid, and 
water was provided, along with simple instructions 
for obtaining clean foliage. 

Violet Showcase is becoming a rarity in that 
they still accept personal checks as a form of 
payment. Money orders are also accepted. Credit 
or debit cards can be used as payment through 
PayPal. A very clear explanation of how to use 
PayPal if you do not have an account is given. 

This business is becoming a rarity in another 
way, too. Buyers can still request a hard copy of 
the catalog. While no longer free, it is an option for 
folks who cannot, or prefer not to download the 
online version. The Growing Supplies section offers 
all of the standard supplies a hobbyist needs. There 
is a bulk list, should you need to buy in larger 
quantities. Updates, specials, and closeout items 
are in an easy to locate tab. Plant stands are also 
available. Orders can be mailed in via snail mail or 
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submitted through email. A telephone call is also 
an option. Because Violet Showcase no longer has 
a storefront, all orders are shipped via the postal 
service or UPS. 

Exploring this website is the perfect way to 
find all that Violet Showcase still has to offer, in- 


VARIEGATED AFRICAN VIOLETS 

By Leonie Chirgwin, From the Newsletter of the Early Morn AV Group, Australia 



eluding canary and other small bird related items. 
This business can be contacted in a myriad of 
ways. The website is www.violetshowcase.com, 
e-mail violetshowcase@yahoo.com, telephone 
(303) 204-5937, and mail at P.O. Box 300091, 
Denver, CO 80203-0091. 


In the early 1950's an American grower of 
African violets, Mrs. Tommie Lou Ogden, put 
down a leaf of a double-white flowered African 
violet called ‘White Pride.’ One of the babies grew 
with white patches around the edges of the 
leaves. Up until then, all African violet foliage 
had just been green. She reportedly grew this 
sport on for nine generations and it stayed “true." 

The plant was registered as “Tommie Lou" in 
1957. At first, other hybridizers were unsuccess¬ 
ful in creating other variegated leafed hybrids. 

Eventually, Harold Reinhardt and Lyndon 
Lyon were able to produce more variegated 
plants. This type of variegation is called “Tommie 
Lou.” The amount of variegation can vary from a 
fine edge to very heavy. The colors vary from 
green with white/cream, dark green with pink, 
and olive-green with a brown/pink. 

Another type of variegation appeared in 1960. 
It is called Crown or Champion variegation, as it 
was grown first by Mrs. Ethel Champion. It has 
a white or yellow-colored center, surrounded by 
increasingly greener leaves to the outer edge. The 
young leaves become greener as they age and 
progress to the outer rows. 

The third type is called Mosaic, or Jarrett, varie¬ 
gation. It appeared in 1961 from Mrs. Champion 
and Mrs. Lilian Jarrett. Mosaic variegation presents 
as a mosaic of white/yellow dots and splashes on 
the leaves. 


When propagating, use a leaf that is mainly 
green, as a plant depends on its chlorophyll and 
the amount of variegation on the 'Mother leaf,’ 
does not determine how much variegation will 
be in the babies. Baby plants with all white 
leaves will not survive. 

Use your usual African violet potting mix and 
pots. Use your usual African violet fertilizer, but 
do not use a high nitrogen fertilizer. 

Position your variegated African violets in a 
well lit, but cooler position, to your green 
African violets. Use the bottom shelf of a light 
stand. 

Tty not to touch the variegated sections on 
these plants as any bruise will develop brown 
patches very easily. Prevent variegated plants from 
touching another plant, as this will bruise the 
plant. Keep the plants damp, not moist, and 
certainly not wet. Crown cuttings from Crown - 
variegated plants will not survive. 

If you want to hybridize African violets with 
variegated foliage, the mother plant (the seed 
parent) must be variegated and the color of the 
mother’s variegation will be the color of the babies 
(i.e. pink variegation can only be produced by a 
pink mother plant). 

There are variegated African violet of all types 
available - Standards, semi-minis, minis, and 
trailers, so make sure you have a few in your 
collection. 
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Beyond The Basics - Timing Trailers 

Part II 

By Sandy Skalski 


Keeping Mature Trailers Looking Good 

Part 1 of Taming Trailers covered the basics of 
growing trailers from starter plant to a 5-inch pan 
pot. If you followed the advice, you now have 
some nice, full trailers with many crowns and lots 
of bloom. Continuous grooming will help to keep a 
nicely formed plant in the five inch pot for some 
time. However, even well-groomed plants will 
overgrow their pots or become leggy. 

Keeping a mature trailer in good shape is a chal¬ 
lenge. Like single crowned plants, older leaves will 
fade and need to be removed. If the plant isn’t gen¬ 
erous with new crowns, it will get straggly with 
long, bare stems. If the plant does sucker freely, 
and you haven’t been removing the fading leaves 
as it grow's, you will have a crowded mess of tired 
leaves haloing the fresh crowns. 

Grooming is the key to success with all trailers. 
Remove older leaves and spent blooms whenever 
you water the plant. If you wait until close to show 
time, you will have a mess that may not fill out in 
time for show'. 

Sometimes even freely suckering trailers end up 
like the Rob’s Gundaroo in Figure 1. The ‘trails’ run 
or spread out faster than new' crowns grow in the 
center of the plant. Perhaps the plant was not get¬ 
ting enough light, or the older leaves atrophied 
faster than usual. This plant needs some major sur¬ 
gery, but it will live to be a beautiful plant again. 


Figure 1. 
Rob’s 

Gundaroo in 
need of 
grooming. 


First, clean away all of the dead or dying leaves 
from the bare stems, leaving the healthy crowns. 
Remove the best looking crowns and pot them up 



as back-up plants. Other healthy crowms are 
removed and potted up to share. Now you are left 
with new starter plants and the base-stemmed 

If you aren’t 
the patient type 
and space is lim¬ 
ited, you can 
toss the older 
plant once the 
healthy crowms 
are rooted and 
start over with a 
fresh plant. But 
don’t discount the second option, which is to let 
the older plant grow' a fresh cover of new crowns. 
Leave a few crowns on the otherwise bare plant. 
These crowns will provide a little energy for the 
plant to start to grow new crowns on the bare 
stems. Once new grow'th is coming in, you can 
pinch off these older crowns and shape the plant. 
You will look at an unattractive plant for a while, 
but it will recover. Figure 3 is the same plant after 
5 months. 


mess in Figure 2. 



Figure 2. Trailer 
Rejuvenation. 



Growing the 
“Big Ones” 

So what about 
growing the ‘Big 
Ones’? Large trailers 
make magnificent 
show specimens. Be 
warned: extra-large 
trailers are a lot of 
work. They are not Rob ’ s Gundaroo 

easy plants in J 
terms of the amount of effort needed to grow beau¬ 
tiful specimens. A full, beautiful plant may have 
more than a hundred crowns. Each of these 
crowns will have older leaves or baby leaves that 
need to be groomed away. All those crowns will 
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get spent blossoms that also need to be groomed. 
Don't be surprised if you spend an hour or two 
grooming one plant. 

Still interested? Here are the things you need to 
be successful. First, you need the right kind of 
trailer. Bushy or semi-trailing type trailers will 
rarely grow the long branching stems you need to 
fill the surface of a large pan pot. Cultivars that I 
have had good luck with include Foxwood "frail, 
Cirelda, Tiny Wood frail, Milky Way frail, and 
many of the Rob's varieties such as Rob’s Boola- 
roo, Rob's Galiwinku and Rob's Gundaroo. You will 
also need some large pan pots (6 inch, 8 inch, and 
10 inches or more). These are available from a few 
of our AVSA commercial suppliers. Have a good 
supply of perlite and plenty of your potting mix 

A good candidate for the larger pots will be a 
well-rooted and groomed plant with good form. 
Plants will struggle if you move them to a larger 
pot before their root system fills the smaller pot. 
Ideally, the plant should be full with crowns crest¬ 
ing over the sides of the pot. These crowns will rest 
on the outer rim of soil after the plant is moved to 
the larger pot, so remove any leaves along the bot¬ 
tom of these crowns, frim away all of the dead 
blossoms and old foliage so the plant will be fresh 
and ready to grow in the new pot. 

1 use a mold-potting technique, with a thick 
layer of perlite in a pan pot. Some people use flat¬ 
ter saucers, but my experience has been that the 
plant grows rounder when the roots have some 
depth. The perlite layer serves to adjust the depth 
of the soil in the pot. Place a circle of napkin or 
paper towel on the bottom of the pot, add an inch 
or more of perlite and then dampen the perlite. 



Two wicks are needed for a 6 inch pot, and four 
wicks are best for a 7 inch or larger pot. The plant 
will be more evenly watered, but it won’t be over¬ 
watered. Drape the wicks over the perlite layer and 
through the drainage holes. Start with fresh new 
wicks each time you repot because it is too much 
trouble to try and thread the old wicks through the 
holes. 

Next, take a pot the same size as the plant is 
currently growing in and place it on the perlite 
layer. Fill in around the sides of the pot with pot¬ 
ting mix. Press lightly so the soil holds its shape. 
Remove the mold pot, and you will be ready to 
transplant (Figure 4). 

To remove the plant from its pot, poke a tweez¬ 
ers or stake into the bottom of the plant and gen¬ 
tly push. Scoop your hand under the plant and 
ease it out. Remove any perlite layer from the bot¬ 
tom and carefully place it in the prepared pot. If the 
plant is not at the proper depth, you may have to 
lift it out again and add potting mix or remove per¬ 
lite. With a little experience, it will be easier to 
judge the proper depth of perlite in the prepared 
pot. If there are gaps in the ring of fresh soil around 
the pot, slide a piece of cardboard under the crowns 
and carefully fill in. 

The plant will grow more roots first, and then 
the foliage will fill in. If you haven’t skipped a pot 
size (from a 6 inch pot to an 8 inch pot for 
example), the foliage should fill in after a few 
months. Continue to groom the plant and disbud 
until the foliage fills in. Give the plant at least four 
or five months to fill in and be in full bloom for a 
show. 

The Rob’s Gundaroo we were following was 
potted up 


Figure 4. Mold Potting. 


from a 7 inch ™ 


pan pot into 
an 8 inch pan 
pot last Sep¬ 
tember. The 
plant filled in 
nicely and 
was a Best in 
Show winner 
in the spring, 
(Figure 5). 



Figure 5. The Finished 
Product - Rob’s Gundaroo. 
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Day-to-Day Care of 
African Violets: Part 2 

From: The African Violet 

Official Journal of the African Violet Association of Australia 

By Ruth Coulson 


• Check whether the level of the potting mix in 
the pot is too low or too high. Adjust. 

• Check whether the plant is set too low or too 
high in the pot. Adjust. 

• Decide whether to disbud. Disbudding is a way of 
ensuring the plant will look its best and be in 
flower at a particular time, not necessarily for 
show. Young plants develop more quickly and 
will have a better leaf form if they are allowed to 
grow without being deformed by emerging flower 
buds. When the plant is more fully developed 
would be the time to see your reward with a big 
bunch of flowers atop a beautiful set of leaves. 

• Use a brush to remove dust and dirt from the 
surface of the leaves. 

• Check whether the plant is doing anything 
unusual. 

If the flower color is wrong for the description of 
the plant, it might be wrongly named. If the plant 
already flowered with the correct color flower, you 
may have a sport and will have to decide whether 
or not to keep it. 

Exceptions: The following are not usually 
sports—they simply demonstrate a reaction to the 
current growing conditions, and you can normally 
expect the original flower color and type to reap¬ 
pear when the conditions moderate. 

• Fantasy violets with very little fantasy in hot 
weather. 

• Thumb-print violets with almost white flowers 
in cold weather. 

• Geneva violets (white edged petals) whose edge 
virtually vanishes in hot weather. 

• Variegated African violets producing plain green 
leaves in hot weather. 


If the flowers are extra small, and perhaps not 
formed correctly, this could be a reaction to hot 
weather. (More common with trailers and minia¬ 
ture/semiminiature violets). If the conditions are 
not particularly hot, you will need to see whether 
there is something wrong with the general health 
of the plant. Check the potting mix for signs of 
infestation. Make sure you have been fertilizing 
and giving enough water and light. 

If the leaves are growing to an unsatisfactory 
pattern, check for side-shoots and remove them as 
mentioned above. 

Notice the health of the plant. By doing a little 
grooming every day, you have the chance to look 
at the plants. This way you will notice anything 
amiss. Mostly these things can be dealt with 
immediately. Where infestation or disease is 
present, they should be dealt with as soon as 
possible. And dealt with properly, usually involv¬ 
ing three sprayings. 

• Is the foliage too yellow indicating lack of fertil¬ 
izer or problems with the roots? 

• Are the leaves soft and limp, indicating lack of 
water, or possible root rot? 

• Is the center of the plant OK or is it distorted, 
hairy etc. indicating mites? 

• Are there white “cotton balls” on the surface of 
the leaves (usually the underneath surface) 
indicating mealy bugs? 

• Are there white “things” floating on top of the 
water in wick-watered plants, indicating soil 
mealy bugs? 

• Are there patches of white powder appearing 
on leaves or flowers, indicating powdery 
mildew? 
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Series: Discovering Unusual African Violets or African Violets: Unusually 

Wasps and Bustlebacks 

By Sayeh D. Beheshti 


One of the most recognizable, unusual African 
violets has to be 'Blue Tbil Fly' since it is the one 
most often seen in shows. It has soft, droopy, and 
unusual foliage that can be grown into a some¬ 
what symmetrical form, topped by funny-shaped 
blooms that hover above it. While initially it may 
seem to be an oddity, I am happy to say that not 
only are there many more of this type, but they 
can actually be much stranger in appearance than 
our rather tame 'Blue Thil Fly’. 

‘Blue Tfril Fly' holds a special place within my 
collection since it was one of the first ones to open 
my eyes to the exciting and unpredictable world of 
unusual African violets. I began asking around for 
more information, and in the process, delved into 
the rich history of how these unusual varieties 
have been hybridized. 

In 1957, Mrs. Hotchkiss of Peoria, Illinois was 
looking at her tray of ‘Purple Prince' babies when 
she noticed that one of them was different; each 
leaf blade had another smaller leaf blade growing 
behind it. The flowers were purple, but they too 
were odd in that they had fluted, thread-like petals. 
Since the leaves reminded Mrs. Hotchkiss of the 
Victorian bustle-back skirts that ladies used to 
wear, she affectionately called this plant ‘Bustles’, 
and a new style of leaf was born. 

When Mrs. Hotchkiss showed the plant to 
Jimmy Dates, he could see the potential that 
existed in this plant. He was in his last year of 
floriculture at the University of Illinois and took the 
plant and began using it in hybridizing 
experiments. 

At the time, pink violets were all the rage, so 
Jimmy could not help but wonder if he could get 
a fluted, thread-like bloom in pink. Using ‘Georgia 
Peach’ as a parent, he made several crosses with 
Bustle, and in December 1964 got the plant he 
was looking for. His entire family got involved in 
the process of naming this new hybrid. They 
wanted a distinct name that would describe it yet 
set it apart, and since the bloom reminded them of 


an insect, they named it ‘Pink Wasp". 

This name was so successful that it actually 
became the description for that particular shape of 
bloom, and the wasp-shape classification of 
blooms was bom. Jimmy Dates defined a true wasp 
bloom as having two upper petals fluted up and 
backward with the three lower petals deeply cut, 
reminiscent of individual petals. Sadly, ‘Pink Wasp’ 
itself may be lost forever. Several people are ac¬ 
tively looking for this and other historic hybrids in 
an effort to preserve them for future generations. 

Wasp blooms and bustled foliage are both 
dominant features and are usually linked and 
seen together, but once in a while, the two traits 
may separate. In the case of ‘Kaneland Beauty’, it 
has wasp blooms on normal foliage. In other 
cases, you can see bustled foliage with normal 
flowers, but most people don’t keep or register 
these varieties. 

As the Dates family continued to have fun with 
naming the new hybrids, they expanded the 
names to other creatures. ‘Nymph Fly' and ‘Coral 
Spider' were also added to the expanding collec¬ 
tion of wasp violets. You can guess that our own 
beloved ‘Blue Tfril Fly' was also part of the fly 
series of violets hybridized by Jimmy. 

In 1969, Jimmy introduced two double wasp- 
bloomed hybrids which looked like clusters of 
fluted petals with names that were meant to 
evoke elegance; ‘Royal Mountbatton' and ‘Lady 
Mountbatton’. The only one that was registered 
was ‘Royal Mountbatton’. 

Today, I use social media to meet other like- 
minded growers who enjoy growing and showing 
these enigmatic varieties. The “Love for Wasps and 
other Unusual African Violets” Facebook page was 
begun by Una Waples-Moreno in 2013. In two 
short years, it has grown to become a hub for over 
800 people from all over the world to share and 
exchange information about these rare varieties, 
with a hope of preserving them. It has helped find 
some of the ones that have almost disappeared to 
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‘Blue Tail Fly’. Hybridized by:). Dates 
Photo Credit: Sayeh D. Beheshti 



‘Kaneland Beauty'. Hybridized by: J. Dates 


Photo Credit- Sayeh D. Beheshti 

get them back into circulation, but it is a double- 
edged sword as some people look at it as an 
opportunity to make a quick profit rather than try¬ 
ing to preserve the ‘unusuals.’ This Facebook page 
currently has a list of hard-to-find hybrids that 
need to be located and preserved by members. 

Una’s passion for the wasps began when she 
first discovered them and immediately fell in love. 
She searched for them far and wide, read all she 
could find about Jimmy Dates, and quickly realized 
how few wasp varieties there were in comparison 
to all the other varieties. In 2002, she decided to 
begin an online Yahoo group dedicated to preserv¬ 
ing and increasing the visibility of the wasps and 
other unusual African violets in addition to creat¬ 
ing her own new hybrids. 

Right from the beginning, her goals were to 
increase the variety of wasp bloom colors and com¬ 
bination with foliage types. Since she wanted her 
hybrids to be based on the original wasp hybrids 
by Jimmy Dates, his plants were used as pollen 


parents. One of Una’s first goals was to produce a 
wasp with an edge color that was different than 
the main flower colour. She chose the alpha name 
Gecko since she loved geckos and found them as 
unique as the wasp violets, but she also uses Vespa 
in all her wasp names as it actually means wasp in 
Italian. Of the Gecko hybrids, I must admit that 
‘Gecko’s Vespa Vino' is one of my favorites. 

You may wonder if there are any other contem¬ 
porary hybridizers carrying on the work of creating 
new wasps. I feel quite honored to introduce you to 
my friends: Agnetha, Carol, and Jeff. 1 collect their 
hybrids like other women collect haute couture, 
and I don’t hesitate to show my prized plants to 
my friends who make the mistake of showing the 
tiniest amount of interest. 

Some of the most unusual wasp African violets 
that have been hybridized are the handiwork of 
Agnetha Wolgast-Widell in Sweden. She has been 
growing African violets for as long as she can 
remember. One day, discussing the traits of the 
ideal pet plant with her fellow African violet grow¬ 
ers, she mentioned that the ideal pet plant could 
one day take the place of a cat or dog, having 
hairy foliage that you could hold on your lap and 
pet as you sat in front of the television.. .And, the 
idea of hybridizing the first generation of pet 
plants was born. Agnetha was looking for very 
specific traits such as long, hairy leaves, so she 
turned to ‘S.cl.Sigi Falls’, a species plant that 
displays those same features. To get wasp blooms, 
she turned to some remarkable wasp hybrids 
created by fellow Swede Lena Asp. Lena’s hybrids, 
named as her Bol’s Evening series, had wasp 
blooms with fantasy markings, making them 
some of the first plants with this trait. Agnetha 
selected ‘Bol’s Evening Irja’ as the pollen plant. 
The resulting hybrids resembled unruly little trolls 
so as a nod to her last name, the Two-W Troll 
series was created. 

One of my favorite wasps, Morgan's Muskaan, 
has been hybridized by fellow Canadian Carol Eros, 
who lives in Edmonton, Alberta. Resembling bits 
of pink and white tissue paper waving in the wind, 
this semi-mini bustleback plant not only defies our 
expectations of what an African violet bloom head 
should look like, but also impresses everyone who 
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sees it. While she had not originally set out specif¬ 
ically to hybridize wasps, now that she has created 
these two beauties, she has begun work on creat¬ 
ing new wasp hybrids that have smoky purples 
and corals. 



Morgans Muskaan. 
Hybridized, by: Carol Eros. 
Photo Credit: Sayeh D. Beheshti 


1 first saw ‘Imp’s Blue Arsenic' at my club’s 
Christmas auction and did not hesitate to bid as 
high as I could to win it. As I began to look for 
more information about it, I began to chat with its 
hybridizer, Jeff Jackson, the originator of the Imp 
series. Jeff’s journey as a hybridizer was facilitated 
with his basic understanding of plant genetics that 
allowed him to begin asking: What if?.. as he tried 
crossing plants to see if things turned out the way 
he expected. Early on, he was fortunate to get in 
touch with several notable hybridizers such as Dale 


Marten, David Senk, and George McDonald and 
learn more about hybridizing from them. 

Taking inspiration from the nasty and terrible 
nature of wasps, he has named his wasp hybrids 
after things that are bad. ‘Imp’s Lil' Deathcap’ 
refers to a poisonous mushroom, while 'Imp's 
Jellyfish Sting’ pretty much explains itself. 



‘Imp’s Blue Arsenic'. Hybridized by: Jeff 
Jackson. Photo Credit: Sayeh D. Beheshti 


‘Senk's Beanstalk. 
Hybridized by: 
David Senk. 
Photo Credit: 
Sayeh D. Beheshti 


We end this foray into the world of bustlebacks 
and wasps with possibly the most unusual violet 
I have in my collection: ‘Senk’s Beanstalk’. Just 
as its name suggests, it likes to grow straight up 
like a beanstalk, but one that has both wasp 
blooms and bustleback leaves. Hybridized by the 
revered David Senk, it is one of the many unique 
varieties that makes the heart of avid collectors 
skip a beat. “Who is David Senk?" you may ask. 
I guess that is going to be the topic of my next 
article. 
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What is pH? 

By Irene Hatzinisiriou 


"pH is a measure of degree of acidity or 
alkalinity of a solution which is measured 
on a scale ofO to 14. Where most acidic is 
zero and most alkaline is 14." 

Acidity tells how acidic a substance can be. One 
of the most acidic substances known to man is a 
chemical called Sulphuric acid, which has an ap¬ 
proximate pH of 1. 

On the other end of the pH scale are the alkaline 
substances, also known as caustic substances. 
Substances such as Paint Stripper and Caustic Soda 
are near the pH range of 15-14. 

Both Acidic and Alkaline substances can be 
quite corrosive, i.e., can cause severe bums. The 
contact of acids upon skin gives you an instant 
burning sensation, causing you to quickly react 
and wash the affected area, hence minimizing 
the effects of the burn. But with Alkaline 
substances, when they come into contact with 
the skin, the burning sensation is not felt imme¬ 
diately; and the damage to the skin will only be 
felt when there is redness and blistering, causing 
deep skin bums before you end up rinsing your 
skin. 

Water also has a pH value, which is 7, and this 
is considered to be ‘neutral pH’. By now you are 
probably wondering why all of the scientific talk? 
Well, as plant growers, we would like to optimize 
our growing conditions so as to keep our plants 
healthy and flourishing, and most importantly, 
ready for the Annual Show! In order to do this, we 
need to take a closer look at the pH levels in our 
plant’s soil/water/fertilizer. 

Here is a small list of a few well-known items 


with their corresponding pH values to give you a 
feel of what pH is: 

Hydrochloric Acid pH 1 Citric Acid (lemons) pH2 
Coca Cola pH 2.5 Vinegar pH4 
Milk pH 6.5 Water pH 7 NEUTRAL 

Eggs pH 8 Ammonia pH 11 

Caustic Soda pH 15 - 14 

We can measure pH at home using a small kit 
purchased front any nursery. You can check the pH 
of your tap water and see if it is slightly acidic or 
alkaline, as this will affect the way your plants will 
take up the nutrients from the soil. 

Roots absorb the nutrients in the soil, and if the 
pH is too low or too high, various nutrients cannot 
be readily absorbed, causing the plants to exhibit 
undesirable growth patterns. These could range 
from pale leaves and pale crowns, yellowing of 
leaves, yellow/white spots on leaves; deformed, 
twisted, curling leaves, lack of blooms, blooms that 
fall off easily,and slow plant growth. These are the 
effects of pH imbalance. 

Various elements such as Nitrogen (N), Phos¬ 
phorus (P) and Potassium (K) are primary 
growth nutrients for most plants, especially African 
violets. The ratios of N:P:K are crucial in keep¬ 
ing your plants healthy. 

In order for your African violets to absorb the 
correct N:P:K ratio, the pH of the soil/water/fertil¬ 
izer mix should be between pH 5.8 - pH 6.2. 
Various fertilizers have specific instructions as to 
how to dilute them before feeding your plants. 
Always follow the instructions as accurately as 
possible, so you don’t end up with very unhappy 
plants, showing undesirable patterns. 


AVSA 2016 Convention and Show 

'Violets Color the Land of Enchantment* 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
Sunday, May 29 - Sunday, June 5, 2016 
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My Violet Summer 

By Nancy Williams 


It was 1958, and I was nine years old. My 
mother drove me from our home in Alabama to 
southeastern Louisiana to spend the summer with 
niy great Aunt Nan, who I was named after. I 
didn't know Aunt Nan very well, but I remem¬ 
bered what the farm looked like, as I had attended 
a few family get-togethers there when 1 was 
younger. 

Aunt Nan was an old lady then, as far as 1 was 
concerned, although since I am now older than she 
was then, I don’t think she was so old. Aunt Nan’s 
husband had died years earlier. She lived alone on 
the farm and could grow anything and everything. 

She was known in the farming community and 
our family, for her roses, camellias, lilies, and 
other plants I had never heard of. The whole front 
of her yard was filled with these plants in every 
color possible. (She had even been interviewed 
by a “big city” newspaper about her plants.) A 
small picket fence surrounded the yard, to keep 
any farm animals from coming in for a snack. 

Inside the house, in front of all the windows in 
the kitchen and her bedroom, were what I now 
know was a “collection" of African violets. Sev¬ 
eral were named plants that she had gotten from 
Garden Club members. She often hosted small 
groups of neighbors and churchwomen to see her 
outdoor plants, and gave advice to help them 
grow their own successfully. These women had 
introduced her to African violets. 

At that time, not too many people in the local 
area knew a lot about these plants from Africa. 
Aunt Nan had “studied on them” a bit and 
thought the climate in SE Louisiana was probably 
similar to the climate in their part of Africa. Before 
she had been involved a full year, Aunt Nan was 
considered something of an “expert." 

Her “potting soil" consisted of manure, dirt 
from the shady woods surrounding the far pas¬ 
ture, and some sandy stuff from the creek bed. I 
used a burlap sack to haul about two buckets of 
the creek sand up to the barn where Aunt Nan 
mixed her “potting soil.” I learned to plant leaves 


in the shady, grassless patch on the east side of 
the house, an area inaccessible by vegetarian 
animals. Aunt Nan said the morning sun was 
best, because it was not as hot as the afternoon 
sun. We grew a lot of little tiny baby plants there, 
each with a flat piece of wood, a name painted on 
the backside, standing up behind it for identifica¬ 
tion. She never set more than two leaves of any 
variety, as she didn’t want to “crowd out" her 
window space. 

When the little plants were large enough to 
separate, she took them in, and planted them in 
two old metal muffin tins that had drainage holes 
made from hammering a nail into them. Most of 
them she gave away to anyone who was inter¬ 
ested. We carried many to church on Sunday 
mornings and evenings. 

For fertilizer, Aunt Nan boiled the nastiest- 
smelling stuff in a pot that was only used for that 
purpose. All the ceiling fans were on, and all the 
windows were wide open. It was what kept the 
plants “healthy and growing strong.” It contained 
well-water, to which she added fresh manure and 
eggshells. This concoction came to a boil, sim¬ 
mered for a good while, then was poured through 
a piece of old screen to strain it, and into a few 
canning jars; MANURE FERT was painted clearly 
on all sides and set under the back porch to cool, 
and “season." (I never asked what that meant.). 

When I left Aunt Nan at the end of the summer, 

I had two bonnets she’d sewn for me “to keep the 
sun off your face,” three African violet plants, a j 
small notebook of her favorite recipes, and another 
of her African violet growing “lessons.” 

I still have the bonnets, the recipes, and the 
lessons, and cherish them to this day. Aunt Nan 
passed away the next summer, and I was heart¬ 
broken. It’s because of her that I still grow African 
violets. My methods of growing are what I 
learned from her, but I use a commercial fertilizer 
and always will. I found out later that her “grow¬ 
ing lessons,” were handed out to new Garden 
Club members for years after she was gone. 
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The Unexpected Beauty of 
African Violet Leaves 

By Ruth Coulson 

From her E-Newsletter, The African Violet Way 



Photo #7 


If we think about the leaves of our African 
violets I suppose that we really just want them to 
be a suitable background for lots of beautiful 
flowers, as shown in the photograph above. 
When I first grew African violets, 1 thought of 
them as variegated or plain, ruffled or not, dark or 
light, and so on. But there is so much more to it. 

Yes, 1 know that for a show plant we want 
great symmetry in the way the leaves lie, and we 
like them to be beautifully flat so the whole effect 
is like a Victorian flower posy - flowers in the 
center with a circlet of even leaves behind. But 
really the leaves do repay a closer look. 



Photo #2 


Think of the different types of variegation just 
for a start. All have hairs, but some are much 
more hairy than others. Some are ruffled, perhaps 
in an exaggerated way; some are quite simply a 
different color. 


I remembered a photograph I took some years 
ago that had awoken me to the beauty of the 
leaves themselves. 1 needed to restart some of my 
plants. They had been in their pots so long that 
they had longish "necks” and were better to be 
cut off and the tops planted as cuttings. After 
cutting them off, I washed them and put them 
upside down on a tray to drain a little before 1 
replanted them. The effect was so interesting that 
1 took a photo. Here is the picture: 



Photo #J 


This was some years ago, so I don’t remember 
what the plants were, but I know I didn’t think 
there was anything remarkably different about 
their leaves. Pretty obviously, the one at top left 
would have been quite a bit darker than the one 
at bottom right. That’s what the red under the 
leaves does. It makes the green leaf look darker, 
and in some cases, almost black. What I wasn’t 
prepared for, I suppose was the different color 
shadings, the differences in the veining, and the 
overall different look. Every one is individual. 
While an African violet without flowers can often 
not be identified from the top of the leaves, it is 
probably different from below. They all seem to 
have their own character. 

I was interested to see that, in most cases, var¬ 
iegation doesn’t make much difference to the bot¬ 
tom of the leaf, as shown in the photograph here. 
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Photo #4 

Do try looking at the underneath of the leaves 
of your violets. 

And then you might also like to look more 
carefully at the hairs on the leaves. I am afraid 
this picture has lost some of its definition in being 
reduced in size for this publication. So get your 


magnifying glass out and look at the leaves of 
some of your own African violets. It’s quite 
delightful the way the hairs glisten along the 
edges of the leaves if the light is really good. The 
stems are unexpectedly hairy too. Then there is 
variegation, ruffling, etc. 

... Next time! 



Photo #5 



Photo Credit: Neil Lipson 


Mindy Rose 

Exhibited by: Karen Dirzuweit 
Hybridized by: G. Boone 
Large 


November • December 2015 


African Violet Magazine 45 




















GROOMING AS YOU GROW... 
FROM BIRTH TO SHOW 

By Pat Hancock 


AVSA judges are told to “look for beauty, not 
flaws.” 

However, when we point score plants, we are 
doing the exact opposite. We are starting with 
each plant scoring 100 points and deducting 
points for the flaws that we see. Having fewer 
flaws begins when the plant is very young and 
continues right up until show time. Perfection 
requires constant everyday care. 

The most common flaw that points are taken 
ofF for is small leaves under large leaves. We take 
off up to one point per leaf. On a large standard 
plant, this can be ten or more points when a 
whole row of leaves is smaller. However, if you 
wait until show time to remove these leaves, you 
will leave an exposed neck. For an exposed neck, 
up to three points will be deducted. 

It is far better to begin removing small leaves 
when the plant is very small. Removing small, 
unnecessary leaves early on gives more growth 
to the crown, and plants will grow faster and 
larger. 

Every two or three months, you should 
remove the three smallest leaves. Leaves grow 
from the crown in sets of three and should always 
be removed as a set of three. Plants should also be 
mold potted every three or four months. 

If you, for some reason, neglect to fertilize a 
plant for a week or two - the result will be a row 
of smaller leaves. These leaves can also be 
removed and the plant will fill in. Do not fool 
yourself that these smaller leaves will ultimately 
grow larger if you start to fertilize again. Points 
are also lost for space between the leaves. Part of 
this problem is in the choice of plants to grow for 
show. There are some plants that will never have 
show foliage, no matter what you do. Years ago, 
I tried to make show plants by using skewers to 
move leaves around and try to cover spaces. It 
helped somewhat, but not enough. Tty to choose 
varieties that have good natural symmetry and 


save yourself a lot of trouble. Spaces are not just 
around the outer edge of the plant. 

When you look down at a plant from the top, 
you should not see the soil in the pot. Leaves 
should “shingle” as a roof so that each leaf lies 
between the two leaves on the row before Judges 
deduct up to three points for each space between 
leaves. 

Be very cautious if you decide to foliar feed or 
spray your plants. Spray residue can be extremely 
hard to remove, and spots on leaves will cost up 
to one point each. Always use very hot water 
when spraying. It will lose heat as it goes through 
the air. Do not place plants back under the lights 
when wet. 

Spots may usually be removed with one part 
white vinegar to three parts warm water. Use a soft 
sponge to apply and rinse with plain warm water. 

People who seriously grow for show keep their 
plants disbudded at all times until about two 
months before the show. There are several rea¬ 
sons for this, but the most important one is that 
a bloom stalk coming up may not be between two 
leaves. If you are unaware that it is there, it can 
distort the spot where the leaf should be, and the 
leaf may become twisted or just in the wrong 
place. Allowing leaves to grow in the proper space 
unmolested is very important to the final shape 
of the plant. 

Another reason for disbudding is that plants 
that have been disbudded for a long time really 
want to bloom. They will give a bigger head of 
bloom if the timing is right. Timing of bloom is 
very dependent upon your growing conditions, 
the type of bloom, and the amount of darkness 
and light. 

Growing conditions have to do with how warm 
or cold the area is and the amount of humidity. 
Plants grown cool will take longer to come into 
bloom than plants grown warm. Blooms on plants 
grown in high humidity will open more quickly 


46 African Violet Magazine 


November • December 2015 














than blooms grown in dryer conditions. Lowering 
light hours will slow down bloom, and lengthen¬ 
ing light hours will speed up the bloom. Another 
reason for disbudding is to discourage thrips. 
Thrips distort blooms and spread disease. Thrips 
are attracted to plants that are in bloom. 

Some people who are very serious about 
showing their plants also do something called 
“disblooming." 

“Disblooming" is removing the first large 
bloom on each stem. This tends to cause the rest 
of the blooms to open together rather than one 
after the other. Tty it on only a few of your plants 
to see if you like it. 

Another question facing those who grow for 
show is whether to use rings to support the leaves 
of the plant or not. 1 have found people who feel 
strongly both ways. Some feel that leaves grow 
stronger petioles if not supported, and some feel 
they need the supports. Tty a few plants each way 
and decide for yourself. 

Thus far, 1 have only mentioned the things that 
you need to do for the entire life of the plant. 


There are also things you can only do on the day 

of the show. 

1. Check for suckers - you should have been re¬ 
moving these all along, but do a last minute 
check to be sure. A plant with a true sucker 
(four leaves) will be removed from the show. 

2. Use a soft complexion brush and brush from 
the center to the outer row. Support each leaf 
as you brush. Dirt on leaves will take off up to 
one point for each instance. 

3. The very last thing you will need to do is check 
to see that all blooms are fresh and that they 
are the right color. Remove any that are spent 
and that are not blooming correctly. Each spent 
or wrong hue bloom will take off one half 
point. If you have successfully done all of this 
for six to twelve months, you should be very 
proud of the plants you have grown, and they 
should do well in the show. 
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Anne & Frank Tlnari Endowment Fund 

May 1 - August 30, 2015 

Janet Riemer • 256 Pennington-Harbourton Rd., Pennington, NJ 08534 

Total this period: $691.00 
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African Violet Club of 
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Jor her service as President 
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Caroline Storey 
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(In memory of Nelly Levine) 
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When Used Correctly, 

SUPERthrive® and Other Phytohormones and 
Rooting Compounds Work, but Be Careful 

By Neil Lipson 


This is a short summary of the types of rooting 
agents and hormones used in growing, not only 
for African violets, but with crops and other plants. 

“SUPERthrive® is a liquid, concentrated 
growth-enhancer product for plants, which has 
been available since 1940. According to a direct 
quote from Wikipedia , it contains “.09% vitamin 
Bl, .048% 1 -Naphthyl acetic acid, plus over 50 
secret proprietary' ingredients that the company 
does not disclose." 

I have used the same bottle for decades, as 1 
really limit the dose that I use. The first thing I did 
was to pour it into a dropper bottle. You will 
overdose the plants instantly if you pour it from 
the original bottle. Many growers overdo 
SUPERthrive®, and this is where the problem lies. 
I only use it to start leaves, and it seems to do the 
job. Many growers swear by it, while others say 
they don’t notice the difference. If you keep the 
dose low, which for many is about one drop per 
gallon, there are few problems. 

When using it for starting leaves, 1 add about 
one drop per eight ounces of rain, or distilled water, 
and soak the end of the leaf for anywhere from 
thirty minutes for easy starters, to as much as eight 
hours for difficult varieties, such as the African 
violet, B. Biyant’s ‘Ann’. 

The active ingredient is the naphthyl acetic acid 
(NAC), which is similar to the other main ingredi¬ 
ent in other rooting compounds like DynaGro KLN, 
which also has Indole 3 Butyric Acid in addition to 
NAC. EZ Clone also has many of these same 
ingredients. 

After a survey of several violet growers about 
these products, I was told that many find their use 
in rooting to be enhanced to various degrees of 
efficacy. However, when asked whether is it useful 
to use it all the time, such as when watering, some 
growers say it shows no difference, while others 


state that it distorts the leaves, along with other 
maladies. 

There have been some interesting discussions 
on YouTlibe about how well it works with various 
other plants, but little on violets. These "docu¬ 
mentaries" on YouTUbe are interesting, and in 
some cases, very 7 informative, but if you watch 
them, expect an amateur video. They are NOT 
PBS-quality documentaries. 

One interesting application was to “paint” a little 
of Rapid Root, a similar product, to the top of a 
plant you have crowned, such as a chimera, to 
increase the number of suckers. If you use it in this 
manner, once you see suckers, put the plant in the 
comer of the stand, as you want the new growth 
to be “leggy" so that it will be easier to remove new 
suckers from the mother. 

One African violet grower that actually did this 
was Bruce Andrew, from New Zealand. He treated 
his crowned ‘Kiwi Dazzle,’ got fifteen suckers from 
the plants, and grew them as is shown in his photos. 

Also, shown in the photo below is an example 
of my ‘Mauna Loa’ 
which I crowned, 
but did not use 
a rooting 
compound 
on the cen¬ 
ter for com¬ 
parison. If I 
was going 
use anything, it 
would be a rooting 
powder; EZ clone or 
Rapid Root, but probably not SUPERthrive®. 

Now, there are more powerful phytohormones 
out there, but these are limited to research facilities, 
and were at one time sold commercially on a small- 
scale basis to horticultural growers. One of these 
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phytohormones was in a class of EPIBRASSINOLIDE 
hormones, which are great for plants stressed from 
heat, lack of water, or temperature extremes. 



Rapid Root - Bruce Andrews 



‘MaunaLoa’ 


I've tried them, and they did work, but were 
quite expensive when they were available and had 
to be used with care. This is a quote from the EPA 
website on one of these; cytokinin: 

“Forchloefenuron is a cytokinin, which 
improves fruit size, fruit set, cluster weight 
and cold storage in grapes and kiwifruits. 
Forchlorfenuron acts synergistically with natural 
auxins to promote plant cell division and 
lateral growth. This plant growth regulator 
causes an increase in berry or fruit size, 
including varieties not tolerant to gibberellic 
acid (certain grape varieties and kiwi).” 
(http://www.epa.gov/opprd001/factsheets/forchl- 
orfenuron.pdf) 

While these hormones are entertaining to see 
what the results will be in various types of growing, 
they are not frequently used on a large-scale basis. 

I would like to thank Carolee Carter for her help, 
both technically and proofreading for this article. 

Neil Lipson is a full-time computer consultant. 
He can be reached by emailing him at 
ndlipson@gmail.com or calling 610-356-6183 after 
1 pm Eastern time. He will return your call. 


Drooping Leaves By E ime t Godeny 


Drooping leaves may or may not be a problem. 
First, some plants have foliage that stands out straight 
while other plant genetics encode droopy leaves. If the 
leaves are droopy but otherwise look fine (shiny, 
bright colored) then it may be the genetics of the plant 
Also, as a plant gets older the outer row of leaves 
begin to die off; they will begin to droop, turn lighter 
and eventually become brown and crusty. Old 
leaves should be removed from the plant by pinch¬ 
ing them off at the main stem of the plant. 

However, if all the leaves on your plant are 
drooping, you may have a problem with watering. 
If the plant is too dry or wet, the leaves will droop 
and wilt. If the plant stays too dry for extended 
periods of time, the leaves will permanently droop. 
Is the surface of the soil moist? Pick up your plant, 
does it feel too light or heavy? If it feels light, it is 
too dry; water the plant more often. 

If the plant is too heavy, it may be retaining too 
much water, i.e. poor drainage, rotting, or root 


problems. You may just have to water your plant 
less often. Place some paper towels under your 
plant to absorb some of the excess water from the 
soil as an immediate cure. Remember: NEVER let 
your plant SIT in WATER for more than 30 min¬ 
utes. Discard any remaining water after that time. 

Trike the plant out of its pot and look at the roots. 
If the roots are dark and mushy you have root rot. 
Cut off the dead roots and repot your plant using a 
lighter soil mix (commercial mix cut with an equal 
amount of perlite). If you find the roots are covered 
with beads or knots, it may be nematodes. White 
rice-like grains in the soil and between the soil ball 
and the pot, is a sign of soil mealy bugs. Either is 
more difficult to treat than watering problems, and 
unless this plant is very important to you, I would 
throw the plant out if you see these latter 
symptoms. 

Ed’s Note: A phone call to the office had me 
looking/or an answer. Here it is, from 2006. 
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Photo Credit: Winston Goretsky 


Rob’s Kitten Caboodle 

Exhibited by: Debbie Mclnnis 
Hybridized by: R. Robinson 
Semiminiature 
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Photo Credit: Neil Lipson 


Thunder Surprise 

Exhibited by: Lindi Smith 
Hybridized by: S. Sanders 
Best Semiminiature 
AVS of Philadelphia 2015 Show 
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ALBUQUERQUE FUNSHINE 

By Ann L. Jones 


The sun shines an average of 512 days a year 
in Albuquerque, while the fun continues for the 
full 565. A wide range of opportunities for fun 
experiences, are available in the Albuquerque 
area, something to interest almost everyone. 

Hot Air Ballooning in Albuquerque, known as 
the Balloon Capital of the World, can be enjoyed 
year round. The collection of balloon artifacts, 
along with the history and science of ballooning 
can be seen at the Anderson-Abmzzo Albuquerque 
International Balloon Museum. In addition, several 
companies offer balloon rides. Floating over the 
Rio Grande River or Albuquerque is an “uplifting” 
experience. 

Sandia Peak Aerial Tramway provides a 1,100 
square mile view of Albuquerque and the Rio 
Grande Valley, from the 10,578 peak of the San¬ 
dia Mountain. The breath-taking tram ride covers 
a distance of 2.7 miles up the east side of Sandia 
Mountain, over canyons and rough terrain. It is 
North America’s longest tram, and third longest in 
the world. The High Finance Restaurant, known 
for great scenic views and fine food, is located 
adjacent to the tram on top of the mountain. 

Albuquerque’s BioPark consists of four separate 
facilities and offers a variety of nature experiences. 
The Zoo has more than 250 species of exotic and 
native animals on sixty-four acres - be sure to 
bring water, sunscreen, and a camera. 



Botanic Garden Entrance 


The Botanic Garden includes the Butterfly 
Pavillion, Heritage Park, Sasebo Japanese Garden, 
and the Railroad Garden. Local and national 
musical groups perform at the Zoo and Botanic 
Garden throughout the summer. The Aquarium 
exhibits include saltwater species from the Gulf of 
Mexico and the Pacific. Model boating, a picnic 
area, and fishing are available at Tlngley beach. A 
narrow gauge railroad connects all four facilities. 

Shopping can be like a treasure hunt, and 
shopping in Old Town is one place where unique 
gifts or mementos can be found. A variety of 
small shops offer everything from antiques to 
Native American jewelry. 

Turquoise and silver are materials often used by 
the Southwest Na¬ 
tive American arti¬ 
sans to craft original 
jewelry. TUrquoise is 
considered a sacred 
stone, that is used 
in Navajo religious 
observances. Super¬ 
stitions are often as¬ 
sociated with the 
stone. One belief is 
that it can bring rain 
when tossed into a 
river, accompanied 
by prayer. Another 
is giving a gift of Vernon Jojola 

turquoise establishes kinship. 

Thrquoise mines are located in southwestern 
United States as well as Iran, Egypt, China. Some 
of the mines in the southwest, such as Sleeping 
Beauty, Bisbee, Kingman, and Morenci, have 
closed, resulting in a large increase in value of 
mined turquoise. New Mexico’s Tyrone mine still 
produces quality turquoise. Less than five percent 
of the turquoise mined is gem quality. Eighty-five 
percent requires treatment, as it is a very soft 
stone and crumbles easily. Much of the turquoise 
available now comes from China. It is usually 
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treated with polymer to stabilize and enhance the 
color. 

Visiting the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center 
where artwork is displayed from New Mexico’s 
nineteen pueblos* is a good starting point to learn 
about Native American jewelry. Buying from rep¬ 
utable dealers who will provide information about 
the piece aids in avoiding inferior quality, as well 
as artificial stones, ’(pueblo I'pweblo; poo'eb-l 
noun (pi. -los) an American Indian settle¬ 
ment of the southwestern U.S., esp. one con¬ 
sisting of multistoried adobe houses built by 
the Pueblo people.) 

Visiting gift shops on the Pueblos can enhance 
one’s knowledge about Native American Jewelry. 
A small gift shop on the Isieta Pueblo, Nana’s Gift 
Shop, has handcrafted jewelry from the different 
pueblos around the state. A knowledgeable Isieta 
artisan can be available to visit with at the gift 
shop by appointment. (Phone 505-869-2454 for 
details.) 

Wine-making dates back to 1629, when the 
first grape vines were planted in the Rio Grande 
Valley. Before local grapes were available, the 
Franciscan Monks had to import wine from Spain 
for the sacraments offered in daily Masses on the 
Pueblos. Only forty-five gallons of wine was 
shipped from Spain to New Mexico every three 
years. They needed a local source for the wine, 
but could not get the vines to grow the grapes. 
Spanish law prohibited growing grapes in the 
New World and prevented the exportation of the 
grape vines to protect their wine industry. The 
export of wine was a quarter of Spain’s foreign 
trade. Ultimately, missionaries smuggled grape 
vine cuttings out of Spain. The cuttings were 
Mission Grapes, still grown in New Mexico. 

The wine industry grew and flourished until 
Prohibition in 1926, and flooding in 1943 
destroyed many of the vineyards. The industry 
was renewed in the late 1970’s when commercial 
wineries were established, and the number of 
vineyards and wineries increased over the ensu¬ 
ing years. The wineries are now widespread and 
popular places to visit. 

There are currently about twenty wineries lo¬ 
cated in the Albuquerque area. The Vigil/Romero 


family has been producing wines for over 400 
years. In 2001 they established Casa Abril Vine¬ 
yards, producing outstanding niche wines. Wine, 
food, and entertainment can be enjoyed in their 
southwestern dining room or on the patio, over¬ 
looking acres of vineyards across the desert of the 
upper Rio Grande valley. 



Camino Real Winety 


Camino Real Winery, owned by Jon and Debris 
Chavez, is located in Tome, about twenty miles 
south of Albuquerque. Lush vineyards are located 
nearby. Historic Mission Grapes are blended into 
dry and sweet wines. Wine tasting and wines are 
available in both locations. 

Albuquerque is also known for their micro¬ 
breweries, and Livability.com ranked Albuquerque 
fourth in the country for the best beer cities in the 
United States. They used the following criteria to 
determine the ranking: consumption of beer, beer 
preferences, breweries per person, and the number 
of awards per brewery. Chama River, La Cumbre, 
and Canteen were listed as the best breweries. 
Marble Breweries Imperial Red, Canteen’s Douglas 
Style Amber Ale, Bosque Brewery Company’s 
Acequia’s IPA were ranked as the best beers. 

Marble Brewery was awarded small brewery of 
the year at the Great American Beer Festival. 
Marble currently serves about twelve to twenty 
different beers and is continually crafting new 
ones. They offer tours and beer tasting once a 
week, and live music on the patio twice a week. 
A particular beer may be tasted before purchase. 
Beer served in pints, wood floors, and friendly 
atmosphere is reminiscent of the pubs in Ireland. 
Food menus vary at the various microbreweries, 
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from sandwiches and snacks, to full dinner 
menus. 

Upon entering the game rooms of the casinos 
in the Albuquerque area, the lights and sounds 
immediately inspire the feeling of excitement. 
The Albuquerque casinos offer a variety of slots 
from penny to big dollar plays. Besides the slots, 
there are table games, poker, blackjack, bingo, 
and roulette. The individual casinos offer a vari¬ 
ety in eating establishments from snack bars and 
full meal dinner menus, or the delicious large 
buffet at Route 66 Casino at the west side of 
Albuquerque. The Embers Steakhouse at Isleta 
Resort & Casino, south of Albuquerque, is 
located high above the game room where views 
from the patio are extensive in distance and 
include enchanting evening sunsets. A variety 
of nationally-known entertainers regularly 
appear at the casinos. 

Dog lovers might be interested in visiting the 
Guardian Angel Kennels in Los Lunas, about 
nineteen miles south of Albuquerque. The trainers 
conduct specialized training in police work, illicit 



drug detection, bombs, and explosives, etc. See 
enchantmentk9.com. Pet dogs are also trained for 
obedience, agility, and sendee at this location. See 
guardianangelkennels.com. Visits and demon¬ 
strations of both types of training are arranged by 
appointment. 

Visiting with Ken Hays at Hays Apple and 
Honey Farm in Bosque Farms is always enlight¬ 
ening. A retired air traffic controller, Ken served 
as president of the New Mexico Honey Bee 
Association for seventeen years. He is knowl¬ 
edgeable about bees, as well as the therapeutic use 
of bee products for treating health problems. The 
small honey house store offers honey, bee prod¬ 
ucts, and gifts. Visit by appointment to be certain 
Ken is available. Phone 505-869-2369. 

Enjoy Albuquerque’s fun and sun when 
attending the 2016 African Violet Convention! 

Photo Credits: 

Botanical Garden Entrance: Lona Pidanick 
Jeweliy: Vernon Jojola 
Camino Real Winery: ? 



APPLY FOR 

AVSA COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP 

By Dr. Charles Ramser 



For 15 years, The African Violet Society of 
America (AVSA) has offered a college scholar¬ 
ship program for students - undergraduate and 
graduate - who are studying ornamental horti¬ 
culture, floriculture, plant genetics, botany, or an 
equivalent program in an accredited college or 
university. The award is funded through The 
AVSA Boyce Edens Research Fund. Dependent 
upon funds available from financial market 
activity at the time, one or possibly two students 
are selected annually. The award is generally 
offered for one academic year - two long semes¬ 
ters - at a time. Awardees may apply in succes¬ 
sive years but will be in competition with new 
applicants. 


Prior to application, students must have com¬ 
pleted a minimum of 24 semester or quarter hour 
credits, while maintaining at least a “B" average. 
Awards are based upon “merit.” 

The application form is available on line at 
www.avsa.org and inside this issue of The 
African Violet Magazine, or from student request 
through the AVSA office. The completed form shall 
be submitted via standard mail, along with an offi- 
cial transcript and two professor recommendations, 
to the Scholarship Selection Committee by March 1, 
2016 for the 2016-2017 academic school year. 

AVSA remains dedicated to the recognition and 
advancement of horticultural and related study at 
the college level. 
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AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY OF 
AMERICA SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATION 

Return by March 1, 2016 Application Date_Expected Graduation Date_ 

Name_ 

Last First Middle Social Security Number 

Address while student_Phone_ 

Permanent Address (if different)_ 

Desired Degree_Major_Minor_ 

Total semester/quaiter hours completed at current school as of December, 2015_GPA_ 

Total semester/quarter hours completed at all colleges attended as of December, 2015_ 

PLEASE ENCLOSE ONE COPY OF YOUR OFFICIAL COLLEGE TRANSCRIPT WITH THIS 
APPLICATION. 

Cumulative GPA as of December 31, 2015_(Indicate if different from 4 point system) 

Other schools attended: 

High School____Date graduated_GPA_ 

Colleges_GPA_ 

__If applicable: Date graduated_GPA_ 

List Awards and Honors you have received in college:_ 


List Organizations to which you belong and offices you hold (held): 


This scholarship request applies for: (Fill in blanks with the number of hours you plan to take) 
Fall 2016:_hrs. Spring 2017: _____ hrs. 

Did you have scholarship funding during the past year?_If yes, name the scholarships 

and show amount:_ 


COMPLETE OTHER SIDE 
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• nrf narasraph, describe your CAREER PLANS, as you foresee them: 
In this space, in a succm p 



Describe briefly your employment history, whether related to horticulture or not: 


Describe why this merit scholarship from AVSA would be uniquely meaningful to you. 

Faculty to serve as NAME POSITION ADDRESS PHONE 

References: 

(Select 2) 


Send completed application to: 

Dr. Charles Ramser 
2413 Martin Street 
Wichita Falls, TX 76308 
Ph. 940-397-4362 

Signature 


E-mail Address: 
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Photo Credit: Winston Goretsky 


Streptocarpus 
‘Dale's Polar Blizzard ” 

Hybridized and Grown by: Dale Martens 
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AFRICAN VIOLET MAGAZINE 

Advertising Rates and Deadlines 
(Effective January 1, 2011) 




DEADLINES 


JAN/FEB ISSUE NOV 1JUL/AUG ISSUE MAY 1 
MAR/APR ISSUE JAN 1 SEPT/OCT ISSUE JUL 1 
MAY/JUN ISSUE MAR 1 NOV/DEC ISSUE SEPT. 1 

REGULAR ADVERTISING 
AD SIZE - COMMERCIAL ALL 
3 5/16 IN WIDE MEMBERS OTHERS 


1 INCH $56-$45 

2 INCH $60-$75 

5 INCH $S5-$106.25 

4 INCH $109-$ 156.25 

5 INCH TO 9 1/4 INCH $28.00 PER INCH $35.00 PER INCH 

V4 PAGE BLACK & WHITE $116-5145 

Vi PAGE BLACK & WHITE $212-$265 

FULL PAGE BLACK & WHITE $418-$522.50 

!/2 PAGE COLOR $577-$721.25 

FULL PAGE COLOR $721 -$901.25 

Advertiser provides color separations . 

Special- Buy 5 ads and receive 6th adjree when all 6 ads are 
paid infull in advance. All ads must be same size. Content of ad 
can change for each issue. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

15 word/$ 18.00 Minimum. Each additional word is $1.20; a 
series of numbers counts as a word. Purchase 5 ads and receive 
the 6th ad free. All classified ads must be the same text and paid 
for in advance. 


INTERNET WEB PAGE 

Commercial members and any advertiser who purchases six 
consecutive ads may have his/her business listed on the AVSA 
Web Page and also have a “hot" link to their page if they provide 
a reciprocal link to the AVSA page. No process has yet been 
developed to place advertising on the Internet at this time. 
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In Memory 

Joyce Stenger 


Joyce Stenger was a constant promoter of 
African violets for over thirty years. She was 
^ a Life Member of AVSA and Dixie AVS, and 
to was instrumental in starting MAAVS, 
OVAL, and Sugarloaf AVC. Joyce was also 
.. a former Editor of the Lone Star 
' 1 Newsletter, and wrote many articles for 
’ L the African Violet Magazine, and the 
Lone Star and Dixie publications. 


Joyce was always willing to give talks and 
presentations for AV clubs, and retirement homes, 
where she provided the residents with plants and 
information for their care. At local, state, and 
national conventions, Joyce showed in both 
Design and Horticultural divisions. She also served 
as Convention Chairman for Lone Star AVC, and 
Dixie conventions, and wrote the Dixie AVS 
Convention Manual. She is missed. 



'■cop 

m Arcadia™ African Violet Mix 

- Oyama Pots 

- Wick Saucers 

- AgroSun Light 

Bulbs 

- Self-watering Pots 

- Urea-free Fertilizer 

- Leaf Rings 

• Unique soiless blend of coir, 
sphagnum, hydrocks and vermiculite. 
Rated #1 in tests. 

• ' Wick Mix " also available. 

Contact Us for a FREE CATALOG 

440-357-0022 • www.VioletSupply.com 




The Planter Depot 

Oyama Self Watering Planters 
African Violet Growing Supplies 


JoS Violets 

African Violets, Epicias, and more 
www.josviolets.com or 
send stamped envelope 
2205 College Dr Victoria, TX 77901 

(361) 575-1344 plants@josviolets.com 



Oyama Planters 
Leaf Support Rings 
Soil-less Wicking Mix 
Fertilizer 

Pest Control Products 
Growing Supplies 


Sharon Rosenzweig 
Framingham, MA 
508-877-8076 
email: avplanters@comcastnet 
website: www.avplanters.com 




NadeausAfricanVioletSecds.com 

i II.- iL- «... 1J f if 1. .11 

NE W: Nadeau ’s A V Seed Kit! 


See details and order from NiideausAfriain I lolelSeeils.com. 


Standard. All-green foliage, TAT at maturity, flowers have 
various colors and shapes. 

Variegated. Foliage is variegated. Other characteristics are 
like Standard plants. 

Fantasy. Like Standard plants except that most have fancy 
flowers (bi-colored, speckled, edged, double, etc). 
Trailer. Plants have a trailer growth habit. Otherwise like 
Standard plants. 

Miniature. Like Standard plantsjut smal^ 


sow and germinate your AV seeds and grow the 
seedlings to transplant stage! It’s the system we 
use to test the germination of the seeds we sell. 
Includes complete Instructions. 


I^Cup Bag 
Germination Mix 
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The Association for 
plant & flower 
people who grow in 
hobby greenhouses 
and windows! 

Quarterly Magazine 

Growing & Maintenance 
Help & Advice 

Hobby Greenhouse Association 

8 Glen Terrace, Bedford, MA 01730-2048 
Dues: USA S19 (Canada and Mexico, $21 USfunds/MO) 
($22 Overseas. US fundsIMO) 

Sample magazine $3.50 
Directory of Greenhouse Manufacturers $2.50 



Save the Wild Saintpaulia 

Will the Will) African Violet Survive? 

■y yild Saintpaulia species are found onlv in a verv 
limited Latitat in a bandlul ol mountain anil 
coastal rainiorests known by scientists as tbe Eastern Arc. 
AiucL of tbe Arc rainforests Lave been destroyed by 


Tie African Rainlorest Consenancv 
is preserving and regenerating the Saintpaulia habitat. 
You can play a critical role. 

SSo.oo - Contributor 
Sioo.oo - Raliki (Friend) 

S 200.00 - Ndugu (C omrade) 

So00.00 - Bwana au Bibi (Patron) 

Si,ooo.oo Mbiladi (Conservator) 

So,ooo.oo Ai eri (Guard ian) 

Donations are Tax Deductible made to: 

African Rainforest Conservancy' o 6 o Rroadway, Suite 202 
New York, NY 10012 


PHYSAN 20™ Controb 
African Violet 
Pathogens. 

• Controls algae on mats, wicks, 
reservoirs, trays, pots, benches, 
and work surfaces. 

• Controls damping off on 
seedlings and plants. 

• Controls crown rot, powdery 
mildew, botrytis. 

• Controls disease spread by 
disinfecting tools. 


Let those pesky visitors know they’re 
not wanted. Take control with 

PHYSAN 20. 

Maril Products 
15421 Red Hill Ave., Ste D 
Tustin, CA 92780 
800-546-7711 
www.physan.com 



The Violet Showcase 

now offers Growing Supplies 
-On line or by mail: 

www.violetshowcase.com 
-and at my Ebay store: violetshowcase 
(303) 204-5937 



Achimenes, Aeschynanthus, Chirita, Columned, Drymonia, Episcia, 
Kohleria, Nematanthus, Petrocosmea, Sinningia, Streptocarpus... These 
and many other gesneriads are the perfect companions for your African 
violets. 

Purchase our 56-page manual “How to Know and Grow Gesneriads” for US$10 postpaid anywhere, or join The 
Gesneriad Society for one year for US$25 in USA, US$30 elsewhere. Go to www.gesneriadsociety.org or send check or credit 
card number with expirations date and CW code to The Gesneriad Society, Dept AVM, PMB 637, 1122 E Pike Street, 
Seattle, WA 98122 USA. New members receive a copy of “How to Know and Grow Gesneriads,” two back issues and the 
next four quarterly issues of our journal Gesneriads , a package of mixed gesneriad seeds, access to the world’s largest source 
of gesneriad seed, and many other benefits. 


snenac/o 



^www^esneriadsocietyjorg J 
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G44A 


INDOOR GARDENING SUPPLIES 

www.indoorqardensu p plies.com 


* FULL LINE OF INDOOR GARDENING PRODUCTS# I 


PLANT TRAYS, LIGHTED PLANT STANDS, PLANT LIGHTS 

PEST CONTROL METERS, TIMERS, VATTEX & MORE! 


ALL PRICES HERE INCLUDE 
SHIPPING & HANDLING 

VISA, MC, DISCOVER 
& CHECKS ACCEPTED 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO 
VIEW FULL PRODUCT LINE 

MI RESIDENTS ADD 
6% SALES TAX 


G44A $417.50 

4 SHELVES, 4 TRAYS 
WS LAMPS INCLUDED 



40WS 

40 WATT T12 LAMPS 
WIDE SPECTRUM 
6=$50.87 
12=$85.26 
24=$159.97 
48 = $303.32 

FREE CATALOG 


PLMF&iDB2*$6'1f52 G4AP2 $743.82 
1800-823-5740/ 4 shelves, 16 trays 

\ PO BOX 527-AV / WS LAMPS INCLUDED 


4 2-LAMP 20 WATT FIXTURES\DEXTER MI 48130/ 4 2-LAMP 40 WATT FIXTURES 



OUT OF AFRICA 

Blooming African Violets, Streptocarpus, Episcia, 
Kohleria, and other Gesneriads 
Gary S. Mikita 2842 Brown St. 

(219) 763-4861 Portage, IN 46368 

Send $2 for Catalog 

Garys-Out-of-Africa.com garymikita@cs.com 


Dandy Pots 

Attractive and effective self-watering pots 
12 colors, 3 sizes 

DandyPot.com 

P.O. Box 2126 thepeacockcottage@gmail.com 

Springs, FL 34489 (352) 625-6467 


African Violet Society of Canada 

Join AVSC & become a part of an 
international network of growers 



Receive Chatter ; our quarterly magazine 


For more information contact: Laurel Goretsky 
32 Scimitar Point NW, Calgary AB CANADA 
Email: laurel@goretsky.ca Tel. (403) 241-8300 
USA/International membership is only $$22.50 per year 
www.avsc.ca 



Hew to Grow Prizo-Wimiing 



STEVE AND DONNA TURNER 
PHONE 734-285-5560 
SOUTHGATE, MICHIGAN 


ANNOUNCING OUR NEW WEBSITE 
WWW.STARZNSTREPS.COM 



November • December 2015 


African Violet Magazine 63 


















































Support AVSA when you shop! 


[amazon 

Did you know that Amazon now has a program for 
shoppers to designate a charity of their choice, and 
Amazon will contnbute a portion of every dollar you 
spend? Here's an easy way to support the African 
Violet Society of America at NO EXTRA COST TO YOU! 

Just go to www.avsa.org and follow 
the Amazon Smile directions under 
<NEW5> to learn more and sign upl 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 


African Violets & Gesneriads 

“Sinningia Heaven" - Home of the Ozark series 
It's a sin not to own a Sinningia!" 

Dave's Violets Ph: (417) 887-8904 

1372 S. Kentwood Ave. Price list: SI .00 

Springfield, MO 65804 Web site: www.davesviolets.com 


Lyndon Lyon 

Greenhouses, Inc. 

PO Box 249 Dolgeville, NY 13329 
14 Mutchler Street (for GPS users) 

“Where The Violets Are!” 

Quafity hybrids since 1954 

African Violets, 
Aeschynanthus, 
Chiritas, Codonanthe, 
Columneas, 

Episcias, Kohlerias, 
Nematanthus, 

Orchids, Petrocosmeas, 

Rex Begonias, Streptocarpus, 
other assorted Gesneriads, 
and SO much more! 

Our greenhouses are open year round. 
No appointments necessary! 

Call for hours! Phone (315) 429 8291 

Visit our website at: 

www.lyndonlyon.com 



Travis^iolets 

P. O. BOX 42 OCHLOCKNEE, GA. 31773 


Phone: 1-229-574-5167 
1-229-574-5236 
Fax: 1-229-574-5605 
E-mail: tviolets@aol.com 
http://travisviolets.com 

NEW 2015 SHIPPING SEASON! 

3 FREE VIOLETS!!! 

Order now and get 3 FREE violets, our choice. Min. order for this offer is 12 plants (Not including Specials). 

Send $2 for our CURRENT CATALOG. New and older varieties of African violets from the leading hybridizers, featuring 

TRAVIS’ VIOLETS, LYONS, ROBS, REBELS, BUCKEYES, SORAS, PITTMANS and others. 

Try our SUPER SPECIAL -12 Husky Starters, all different - $60.00 Postpaid, all plants our choice. 

THIS SPECIAL WILL SHIP NOW AND WITH A HEAT PACK IF NEEDED FOR 
WINTER SHIPPING (does not include free plant offer). We accept: VISA, MASTERCARD & DISCOVER (Min. $30 order) 

Greenhouse Open 7 days a week (please call first) 

COMMERCIAL MEMBER: AVSA AND DAVS 
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.ooking for Orchid 
Information? Log On! 


AMERICAN 

ORCHID 

SOCIETY 


Interact with other 
eager orchid enthusi 
asts by clicking onj 
Orchid Forum at 

0 r c h i d U e b ®, 

developed especially 
as an information exchange platform for orchid grow¬ 
ers throughout the world. The American Orchid 
Society's popular web site has extensive plant-care tips, 
inspiring photographs, a calendar of orchid events, 
and other helpful orchid information. 

Founded in 1921, tine AOS is the world's number-one 
orchid-information source - just ask 30,000 members 
worldwide. On-site membership application is available 
along with convenient, secured shopping in The AOS 
BookShop and Orchid Emporium. 


The American Orchid Society 

Dept. AVMAG, 16700 AOS Lane 

Delray Beach, FL 33446-4351 

Telephone (561) 404-2000 Fax (561) 404-2100 

E-mail theAOS@aos.org Web site aos.org 


m 

i 



CAPE COD VIOLETRY 

John & Barbara Cook 

587 Shawmut Ave, New Bedford, MA 02740-4620 

Ph. (508) 993-2386 

For ORDERS - Email violets@cape.com 
For CATALOG in Adobe Acrobat Email ccviolets@msn.com or send $2.00 (refundable with order) to 

above address 



OUR 38TH YEAR 



OVER 500,000 PLASTIC POTS IN STOCK FROM 1-1/2” to 8” 
Standard - Tub - Square White - Green - Terracotta 


Oyama Planters - All Sizes and Colors 

Dandy Pots 

Swift’s Moist Rites 

Wick Water Reservoirs 

Permanest Tray 

3” and 6” Clear Domes 

Labels 3”-4”-5” 

Pesticides and many other products 


Fertilizers 

Dyna-Gro - Optimara - Peters - Shultz - Others 
Growing Media 

African Violet Mix and Wicking Mix 
Vermiculite - Perlite - Peat Moss 
Physan 20 - Phyton 27 
Superthrive 


Manufacturers of ELISA’S AFRICAN VIOLET SUPPORT RINGS & J FIND RINGS 
























online catalog at iAMMvid&tbarn^om 


Looking for African violets? We have them! 

Over 30,000 plants in our shop, bam, and glasshouse 

Hundreds of varieties, including our award winning 'Rob's' and 'Ma's' varieties 
A large selection of chimeras and Saintapaulia species 

Try our special offer 10 different varieties, seller's choice, for $40* (specify miniature, standard, or trailing) 

Want to choose your own? All are shown on our online catalog. 

New varieties like 'Ma's Pink Beetles' as well as the latest from Russia, Ukraine, and 
from today's leading hybridizers. Many of your favorite 'oldies' too. 

Our 30 th year! We've been shipping to satisfied customers world-wide since 1985! 


We also grow a huge selection of 'other 7 gesneriads! 

We're famous four our 'Bristol' streptocarpus hybrids. 

Varieties like 'Bristol's Cheny Bomb' and dozens more. 

Plus many others, including latest Polish varieties. 

Spedal offer: 10 different streps, seller's choice, for $40* 

Lots of sinningia. Everything from microminis to speciosa hybrids. 

Many of the very latest hybrids, including those from Taiwan, like 'Isa' Gorgeous'. 

Try these offers: 3 different sinningia, seller's choice, for $12.00* 

5 different episdas, seller's choice, for $20.00* 

5 different kohleria, seller's choice, for $20.00* 

Many, many, other genera of gesneriads listed on our online catalog. We have companion plants, like hoyas 
and begonias, too. 

We are also THE source for miniature container and terrarium plants. These are truly miniature plants. 

See our extensive listing online. Our special: 10 different mini terrarium plants, seller's choice, for $40.00* 

•Shipping: April 15-Odober 31 via USPS priority mail, $10 per order, then add $.80 per plant 
We ship in winter! By express mail only. Visit website for details and pricing. 

We ship anywhere (internationally), anytime - safe delivery guaranteed! 

Subscribe to our e-newsletter, VIoletsFun' - growing tips, latest varieties, coupons, and more! 

You can also find us on 'Facebook' (www.facebook.com/africanviolets) and on 'PinteresF. 

Dr. Ralph (Rob) & Olive Ma Robinson, owners Phone: 585-374-8592 Fax: 585-374-6947 

PO Box 9, Naples, NY 14512 Open to public Tuesday thru Saturday, 12-5 pm 

Stay at the Violet House ' while visiting! Phone orders Monday-Saturday 12-5 pm, web orders anytime 
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